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Technology Department Enforces
Block As Security Measure

Students Denied
Email Access

A much-anticipated assembly on September 22 culminated with DHS technology education teacher Mr. Strecker
' , .. bei,n.~ named Connecticut's Brightest Teaching Star for the year 2006. See story on page 4.

Carver Queally
Assistant Business Manager

Beginning September 8, email
service providers like AOL, Optimum
Online, GMail, and Yahoo are no
longer accessible to students from
school computers. The only email
service available at school is Outlook,
available at www.webmail.darienps.
org.

According to administrators, the
block was established by members of
the technology department who no
ticed students were using external
email carriers to sidestep blocks on
other websites.

"This is a by-product of blocking
'remote desktop' programs and secure
websites that could be used to bypass
our network security settings," says
Assistant Principal Dan Haron.

The administration was notified
of the block not by the members of the
technology department but by students
frustrated by the sudden unavailability
of email services.

"A student made us aware lof

this block]," says Mr. Haron. "We are
looking into improving the communi
cation channels with the IT department
in order to ensure that in the future
we can at least give students a warn
ing that a restriction like this will be
[going into effect)."

Indeed the lack of notification
before this most recent block came as
quite a shock to students who rely on
email to send documents and presen
tations to and from school.

"My printer was down the day
before the change was made and I had
planned on printing the work that I
needed [at school] so I sent it to myself
at AOL," says senior Kate Sullivan.
"When I got to school and realized
that none of the email services were
available, I was out of luck."

The administration acknowledg
es the inconvenience the email block
has created for students but has little
intention of reversing the decision.
"At this point, we see this as an issue
of convenience versus security," says
Mr. Haron. "We need to weigh the in
Continued on page 6

High Enrollment
Elicits Concern
Will A Growing Student Body
Overtake The New School?

DHS Teacher Brought North
By Hurricane Katrina
Ms. McCammon Reflects On The Storm That
Changed Her Life

Ms. McCammon is a first-year math teacher at DHS.

Elisabeth Tone
Managing Editor

On August 31, three bundred
fifteen students made their debut as
Darien High School freshmen. Second
only to the sophomore class in size, the
Class of 2010 has brought the student
population of the high school up to one
thousand one hundred forty-nine.

This year's students have been
well-accomodated by the number of
classrooms and common areas in the
new school. Projected population fig
ures, however, have raised big ques
tions about how well the existing space
will handle climbing enrollment in
future years.

"This year, we've had forty
two transfer students," notes senior
Victoria Batha. "Considering the large
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size of future freshman classes and the
significant number of new students,
DHS could become fairly crowded
within the next few years."

Assistant Principal Doug Rubin
emphatically refutes this assumption.
"Even though the incoming classes
will continue to get bigger for the
next two to three years," be says, "the
numbers are expected to taper off by
2010."

He goes on to say that projected
enrollment figures were accounted for
with the addition of extra space in the
new building. These figures estimate
that the student body could grow to
between one thousand three hundred
fifty and one thousand five hundred
students in the coming years. If the stu
dent body grew beyond that point, says
Mr. Rubin, "there would most likely be
constraints with parking spaces and the
number of available classrooms."

If, however, the high school were
overrun by an especially large student
population, Mr. Rubin guarantees that
the surplus of students could be acco
modated by a relatively simple addi
tion to the existing building.

The seemingly peculiar structure
of the school allows for the extension
of the semicircular "B" building into
a full circle. One scenario might in
volve connecting "B" building to the
gymnasium, which Mr. Rubin notes
would create three floors of addition
al classroom and office 'space but also
overtake much of the existing park
Con,inued on page 6 I

John Bolton

Staff Writer

On August 28, 2005, Hurricane
Katrina made landfall off the south
eastern coast of the United States,
devastating one hundred miles of
coastline and creating $81.2 billion
in damage. Hundreds of thousands
of people were forced to evacuate the
area in the ensuing days, including
new Darien High School math teacher
Diana McCammon.

"I had just finished breakfast
on Saturday morning when I got a
call from one of my friends," Ms.
McCammon recalls. "She asked if I
wanted to evacuate because a hurri
cane was coming for New Orleans,
but [I said] I wanted to stay because
I didn't think it would be too bad.
[Once] I heard more about the storm
and how it was growing bigger and
bigger, however, I decided to evacu
ate."

Ms. McCammon fled to northern
Alabama to stay with relatives as the
storm ravaged the city of New Orleans.
Last December, she revisited her
hometown and "couldn't believe the
damage and destruction" that awaited
her. "Even months after the hurricane,
neighborhoods looked like a scene out
of World War II," she says. "I didn't
know what else to do but cry. It was
awful."

Though her own house was not
badly damaged by the storm, Ms.
McCammon opted not to return to

New Orleans and instead chose to
move north to Darien. Now, just over
a year later, she says she has loved the
change of pace but knows that her life
will never again be the same.

In New Orleans, Ms. McCarnrnon
taught at Delgado Community College
and Tulane University. She notes tbat
Darien's resources are comparable
to those of a private school in New
Orleans and says students and faculty
alike should take nothing for grant
ed.

"In Darien, the public school

,

system is very well-supported by taxes
and other funding," she says. "The
technology and resources that DHS
has are like those [of] a private school
or even a college in New Orleans. The
public school system down there is not
as well-supported and the quality of
learning is not as high."

Ms. McCammon says her ex

perienC~WithHurricane Katrina has
change her for the better and has
taught er to count on friends and
family." rowing up, 1lived in the typ
Continu d on page 6
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student body by supplying news
that is more balanced and less
biased. They must control their
own message instead of hand
ing the show over to. the admin
istration. The purpose ofjournal
ism is to present stories in a fair
manner and to feature only one
source defeats this purpose.

We understand that the folks
at Blue Wave News probably do
not want to project this image. If
they make the necessary adjust
ments, they will establish them
selves as a more reliable news
source and an asset in the realm
of high school journalism.

We at Neirad do not mean
to say that Dr. Auclair's speeches
are off the mark or that his opin
ion does not belong on the Blue
Wave News program. We recog
nize that both sportsmanship and
theft are issues at our school, and
he stands as an informed source
on both of issues.

However, if we wanted to
hear only the principal's opin
ion on all things high school, we
would read his newsletter.

The program has become the
mouthpiece of the administration
when instead it should be the
voice of the student body.

In the program's most recent
episode, the staff zeroed in on the
issue of theft at the high school.
The coverage was great-until,
that is, the clips of student in
terviews on the subject were in
terrupted for a lengthy message
from the principal.

Who would know more
about theft at the high school?
The students who steal and who
have their belongings stolen? Or
the principal who hears through
the grapevine that high school
theft is on the rise? We would
much rather hear students' opin
ions on the prevalence of theft at
our school than national statistics
on high school theft.

Blue Wave News is doing
a lot of things right, and its staff
has a great opportunity to pro
vide current news coverage of
school events. The members of
the program need to take advan
tage of their ability to inform the

cial segments, we take issue with
the means through which they
are broadcast.

Indeed, the principal should
be featured as a knowledgeable
source every once in a while.
The problem is that he is often
the only source and that his in
terviews are not mere interviews
but instead lengthy speeches.
The student audience would ben
efit more from hearing a variety
of opinions on these important
issues.

The news program has
become the puppet of the ad
ministration as the principal's
speeches interrupt each broad
cast. Instead of projecting the
opinions of other students, the
program showcases the admin
istration's point of view and
therein has become more like the
morning announcements than an
actual news show.

Blue Wave News is no
longer exemplary of legitimate
journalism because real journal
ism is objective and not affected
by outside influences.

As Darien High School's
oldest source of news, Neirad
wishes to congratulate the Blue
Wave News program, now in its
second year of operation.

Thus far the news show's
staff has dazzled us with stel
lar visual effects and increasing
ly thorough coverage of school
events.

In fact, we at Neirad envy
the fact that the folks at Blue
Wave News have the opportu
nity to cover recent news more
effectively than we could ever
hope to do.

We do have one complaint,
however: the administration's
overwhelming presence in every
episode.

In the last two episodes of
Blue Wave News, the student
broadcasters have turned airtime
over to DHS Principal Auclair.
The principal has used this air
time to discuss such issues as
team sportsmanship and school
theft.

While we appreciate the con
tent being discussed in these spe-

66 Elm Street New Canaan, CT 06840 (203) 972-2871
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Behind The Scenes With Theatre 308
Group Chooses "The Laramie Project" For Fall Drama

The cast list (left) features the names of the sixteen student-actors who together will have to play over sixty parts. DHS English teacher Ms. Herman and
Theatre 308 president Peter Caporal (right) look forward to working with students to produce the controversial drama.

Pat Luongo

Staff Writer

The members of Theatre
308 started the year with a bang
when they picked the play "The
Laramie Project" as their fall
production.

The controversial drama
tells the story of Matthew
Shepard, a gay college student
from Laramie, Wyoming, and the
people affected by his murder.

"We all talked about differ
ent types of plays we could do,
but we almost unanimously voted
for 'The Laramie Project,'" ex
plains senior Peter Caporal, the
president of Theatre 308. "We
had a couple of others that we
liked, but they dealt with issues
that are outdated. The fact that
this deals with a modem issue
gave it an edge over the others.
We really wanted other people to
relate to this modem-day issue in
a modem-day town."

"The play has a different ap
proach from other plays we have
done in the past," says director
Nancy Herman. "The words in
the play were taken verbatim
from interviews with a variety
of people' from Laramie, all of
whom were affected by this hate
crime, from the police officers to
Shepard's parents, [from] a local
bartender to even the murderers
themselves."

The production, which will

Cast List

Michelle Birsky
Geoff Byme

Peter Caporal
Paul Ciasullo
Kelsey Davis
Erika Flynn
Will Gruppo
Liz Kiggins
John Kraft

Molly Mercier
Charlie Nichols
Russell Pamon

Catherine Perkins
Ali Prince

Nick Sauerberg
Kevin Sergo

run on the evenings ofNovember
16, 17, and 18, will be a chal
lenge for the actors.

"The hardest part about
doing it and doing it well is [that]
sixty characters need to be played
by [sixteen] people and the actors
need to change into completely
different personalities on the

dime," Caporal explains. "It will
be very difficult to do, but I think
we can pull it off."

"It will be a really rich learn
ing experience for everyone in
volved," says Ms. Herman. "It
will be a good learning opportu
nity for the actors and it will pro
vide a moving and meaningful

message for our audience."
"We hope that people will

be able to look at what happened
objectively," Caporal says, "and
look back on themselves to see
what they would do or how they
would react to what happened."

"In addition to being enter
taining, theater provides us with

an opportunity to broaden our
capacity for human understand
ing," says Ms. Herman. "It's an
important play with an important
message. Learning to respect dif
ferences and developing a cli
mate of openness and tolerance
is a goal here at DHS and Theatre
308 wants to be a part of it."

An Opportunity For Open Ends?
DHS Seniors Fight For The Right To Come And Go During Free Periods

Senior Chris Lopat shows his disapproval ofthe rigid schedule and his
support for an open ends policy.

Margot Nevin
Staff Writer

On September 28, a group of
upperclassmen appeared before
the student government to dis
cuss the possibility ofopen ends,
a senior privilege that would
allow students to leave campus
during their first and last frees
of the day.

"I think there should be
open ends ... so we can uti
lize our time in a more produc
tive manner," says senior Alex
Yackery. "It's more that kids
today do so much more ... It's
a stressful time and it would be
a little less hectic [if open ends
were allowed]."

Darien High School prin
cipal Jerry Auclair disagrees
and explains why the open ends
policy was abolished many years
ago.

"One is that parents and
people in the community were
complaining about student be
havior during school hours," he
says. "Kids were going to other
people's houses to drink [when
they left campus]."

Other reasons against the
return of open ends include stu
dents' tardiness in returning to
class and the creation of an in
centive for students to drop
courses in order to secure more
free periods.

Dr. Auclair says he does not
remember the exact year in which

the high school's open ends
policy was abolished, though
an issue of Neirad published in
1987 mourns its absence.

"There's no good reason
for it," Dr. Auclair concludes.
"There's no need for open
ends."

According to one hundred
fifty petitioners, however, there
is great need. The petition was
presented to the administration
in late September and, though it
may not change much as far as
school policy goes, signifies the
rising popular support for the
idea.

Overwhelmed by school
work, extracurricular involve
ment, college applications, and
SAT prep, many seniors say open
ends would give them the time
they need to clear their heads.

"I think [open ends] should
be allowed because, a lot of the
time, I have work that I need to
do at home and crew practice
I need to get to," says senior
Suzanna Okie. "I mean they
didn't really consider after
school sports when they [got rid
of open ends]."

Underclassmen have also
shown support for an open ends
policy, pointing out that more
freedom during free time might
encourage better time manage
ment and therefore boost aca
demic performance.

"I feel like [open ends]
would be fair," says junior Ali

Prince. "If [seniors] don't have
work to do, they should be able
to sleep in. If they get more
sleep, they'll be able to perform
better."

Freshman Zac Callahan
claims seniors deserve the privi
lege of open ends in return for
the hours of hard work they have
put into their four years of high
school.

If open ends were to make

a reappearance at DHS, admin
istrators would need to address
several concerns.

One issue would be liabili
ty, or who accepts responsibility
for students while they are off
campus during the school day.

Yackery suggests having
students and their parents sign a
form waiving the school of any
responsibility.

"They could sign a waiver to

,

remove liability for the school,"
he reasons. "We'd be on record
for our parents releasing us."

The petition and the sug
gestion of a waiver may not be
enough to make an impact on
the Board of Education. Other
concerns like time allotment
for open ends, proof that only
seniors would be able to leave
campus, and set punishments for
those who violated the policy.

Nonetheless, Yackery de
fends students' thinking against
that of the administration.

"I don't think there would be
an issue of tardiness," he says.
"There's less of a chance that
you'll be tardy at 8:33 a.m. [than]
at 7:40 a.m."

"[I] feel offended that [the
administration doesn't] instill
enough trust in us," he contin
ues. "Anyone reckless enough
[to drink during the school day]
would probably be leaving school
early anyways."

The result of this debate be
tween students and administra
tors is yet to be seen.

Yackery is hopeful that the
change could go into effect as
early as the start of second se
mester or as late as the start of
the next school year to benefit
this year's junior class.

Dr. Auclair remains skepti
cal of the petitioners' standpoint.
"We'll read [the petition]," he
says, "but I don't think it will
change anyone's behavior."
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Technology Education Teacher Mr. Strecker Named Connecticut's
Brightest Teaching Star For The Year 2006
Margot Nevin
Staff Writer

On September 22, students and
faculty gathered in the auditorium for
a school-wide assembly commemorat
ing Darien High School teacher Lee
Strecker's accomplishments in the
field of technology education.

Mr. Strecker was chosen from
over four thousand nominees as
Connecticut's Brightest Teaching Star
for the year 2006.

The assembly brought to town
Gregory Kane, the state educational
consultant, who complimented Mr.
Strecker on his ability to "approach
and respect" students.

"What you have taught our stu
dents is to not only learn from you
but from the world," declared Darien
Board of Education member Clara
Sartori. "You are a good example
of what we want other teachers [in
Darien] to be like."

"He builds on students' strengths
and has created a technology envi-

ronment open to all," agreed DHS
Principal Jerry Auclair. "He challeng
es students of all levels to think and
makes learning fun."

DHS Class of 2006 graduate
Timothy Gretjak, now a freshman
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, also contributed to the
praise of Mr. Strecker in a letter read
aloud at the assembly explaining how
his favorite teacher changed his high
school experience.

Current and past students are
equally effusive in their praise of Mr.

Strecker, affectionately known to most
students simply as "Streck."

In addition to teaching several
technology education courses at the
high school, Mr. Strecker has been
hugely involved in the construction of
sets for Theatre 308 productions.

"I have had 'Streck' for both
[technology education] and stage
crew," says sophomore Reilly Horan.
"He is really a lot of fun ... definitely
one ofthe best teachers I've had so far
in high school."

Upon receiving the award, the

ever humble Mr. Strecker ~ook to the
podium with words of thanks - and
humor.

"There was a rumor that Kevin
Bacon was here," he joked, referring to
just one ofmany stories that circulated
around the school in the days before
the assembly. "Sorry [if] I disappoint
ed you, [but] thank you."

That said, the DHS communi
ty stood up and applauded him once
again, a sign of appreciation and
recognition that he and others have
proven he deserves.
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Toned Down
by Elisabeth Tone

Darien High School has long
been known for its academic
rigor, but to athletic competi
tors is the home of all-star sports
teams and super-star athletes.
Every week, the sports pages of
The Darien Times are splattered
with pictures of team captains
and standout players and articles
boasting of remarkable athletic
endeavors.

This begs the question of
whether these athletic successes
have outshined the impressive
ness of academics at the high
school. Has skill on the field
gained such great importance as
to render skill in the classroom
irrelevant?

Some highlights of Darien's
athletic program are the three un
defeated seasons and five con
secutive state titles captured by
the girls volleyball team, the six
consecutive state titles captured
by the girls swimming and diving
team, and the countless FCIAC
and state titles captured by the
boys and girls lacrosse teams in
the past decade.

Each of these victories has
brought prestige and national
recognition to the high school,
but it seems to me that DHS has
many other accomplishments of
which to be proud.

For instance, the Connecticut
Challenge recently pitted a select
group of DHS students against
others from surrounding high
schools in a battle of wits. Darien
participants included seniors
David Joosten, Caroline Nash,
and Kendra Albert as well as
junior Katy Quintal. The Darien
team competed against Fairfield
Ludlowe and, though the winner
must be kept a secret until the
program airs in December, the
fact that Darien students were
even involved in such a scholas
tic competition demonstrates the
strength of DHS academics.

Despite notable scholastic
triumph, the importance of high
school athletics is prevalent both
in Darien and in society in gen
eral and is further reinforced by
popular culture. MTV's reality
series Two-A-Days, for example,
follows the ups and downs of the
football team of Hoover High
School in Hoover, Alabama, as
its members seek to defend their
undefeated season, state title,
and national ranking. Though
the premise might not seem like
anything out of the ordinary, the
fact that some of the players'
families moved to Hoover spe
cifically so that their children
could play football for that team
is exemplary of the intensity and
spirit of the sport there. Many of
the Hoover football players also
made the move to put themselves
in a better position for being re
cruited and receiving a college
scholarship.

In a town like Darien, the
number of student-athletes who
receive athletic scholarships
Continued on page 6

"It's always good to see
things through other's people's
eyes and understand the way
other people view themselves
and the world," she continues.
"I think it definitely changes you.
It makes you more independent
and makes you feel more com
plete."

"Traveling makes you more
likely to take risks and have ad
ventures when you come back to
your normal life," she says, "and
I think that's the best thing."

She is hopeful that her ex
tensive travels will influence her
teaching techniques.

"The more experiences a
teacher has," she says, "the more
connections [she] can make
for [her] students, especially in
English."

"I find that when I travel,
I'm exposed to writers and art
ists and musicians and things I
wouldn't have been exposed to
otherwise, so that is one thing I
will bring," Ms. Sala explains.
She expects that her English
classes will be enriched with the
"enthusiasm and experiences"
she gained from her travels.

Ms. Sala's travels to Ireland
and New Zealand have forever
changed her attitude toward her
students and her philosophy for
teaching.

"I try to encourage students
to take risks," she says, "and
think about doing things their
own way and not taking the tradi
tional path. And I think that when
you do it yourself, you have a
little bit more street'credo ,,,

- Sophomore Sam Archibald

- Freshman Zac Callahan

"I prefer February and April [breaks]
because I can relax more during the
school year."

"I like the March break better
because it lets us get out of school
earlier."

. ~'
, '

'.

- Senior Carly Annechino

~
;~\

- Freshman Tyler Campbell

. fUn

able to come back here. I really
like the people I teach with and I
think that Darien High School is
really a great place to teach."

Although Ms. Sala is a fa
miliar face at DHS, she isn't ex
actly the same Ms. Sala we knew
two years ago.

"I think that traveling always
changes you a little bit as a
person," she says.

lr-~~ ((\ 'I {\

"I like the February and April breaks
better because I can go more places
with my friends."

''The February and April breaks are
much better because I can take a
longer rest from school.

It's back to the classrooomfor English teacher Ms. Sala, who recently
returnedfromfour months in Ireland and seven months in New Zealand.

any place [you've] ever been."
While she admits she misses

traveling, Ms. Sala insists she
is happy to be back teaching in
Darien.

"I'm always excited to go
away, but part of the excitement
of going away is knowing that
you're going to be excited to
come home," she says.

"I was really excited to be

- Junior Douglas Wright

"I think that the March break is
better because [with two breaks] I
always have to stay home for a game
or practice.

- Sophomore Tom Bassford

"I like the February and April breaks
better because [they] let me run
more."

Staff Writer

Lindsay Gordon

The rumors are true. English
teacher Ms. Sala is back at Darien
High School after having taken a
year off to travel to Ireland and
New Zealand.

"I [left] because I really
wanted to spend some traveling
and doing something other than
teaching in a high school," she
says.

"The time was right in my
life. I wasn't settled and there
was an opportunity for me to
work abroad, so I thought I
would do it while I had the
chance."

Ms. Sala spent her first four
months in Ireland attending grad
uate classes and her remaining
seven months in New Zealand,
where she taught English as a
second language.

When not studying or teach
ing, Ms. Sala found the time
to travel and unleash her wild
side.

"I got to do and try a lot of
things I wouldn't get to do oth
erwise," she says.

"[New Zealanders] are very
adventurous and very outdoorsy.
I like the outdoors, but I never
really get to do that kind of stuff.
[I did] a lot of hiking, rafting,
canoeing, and all kinds of crazy
stuff."

Ms. Sala describes the land
scape of New Zealand as "some
thing out of Lord of the Rings.
You just expect to see these
crazy imaginary creatures flying
around because it's just unlike

- Senior James Wyper

Ms. Sala's Return To DRS
English Teacher Returns From Travels With Fresh Outlook

- Sophomore Artem Skobrev

"I like the February and April breaks
better because they break up the
monotony of the school year."

"I'd much rather have the February
and April breaks because [they] give
us more time off from school."

The start of the 2006-2007 school year witnessed several changes go into effect at the high school. Bulletin boards went up in the caf
eteria, clear parking boundaries were established for students and faculty, and two week-long breaks replaced one week-long break on the
school calendar. Last year's single week-long break in March will be replaced by two separate breaks in February and April. Here's what
students had to say about the change.

Two Breaks Or One?

,
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Email Access
Denied
Continued from page 1

convenience with the security we
must maintain on our network.
This is the type of global issue
we are seeing out in the world at
large: security versus freedom.
It's a tough issue, but we be
lieve that, in the long run, we are
making the right decision."

While students' access to
email has been blocked, teachers
are still able to. access their per
sonal accounts without trouble.

Although the block was put
into effect with security inter
ests in mind, many students feel
the block is nothing but incon
venient. "I need [access to] my
email at school," says Sullivan.
"Why punish the whole school
for something that a few people
did? It's not fair that, because
some students hacked onto web
sites, the entire school has to be
punished."

Mr. Haron insists that the
student response to the block has
not been significant enough to
effect any change in the policy.
"We had a few students complain
to us but overall there hasn't
been much of a response from
students," he says. Unless more
students voice their opinions, the
administration intends to accept
the technology department's de
cision to block email service on
school computers.

Mounting
Enrollment
Continued from page 1

ing lot.
The option of adding on to

the existing structure eliminates
any possibility of the addition of
portable classrooms like the ones
utilized during the transition to
the new school.

Despite recent anxiety over
increased enrollment, it seems
unlikely the high school will en
counter problems of overcrowd
ing anytime in the near future.
With a maximum capacity of
one thousand five hundred stu
dents and only one thousand
one hundred forty-nine current
ly enrolled, the existing building
should continue to serve as an
exemplary academic institution
for years to come.

Hurricane
Katrina
Continued from page 1

ical American do-it-your
self family," she says. "When
Hurricane Katrina hit, I wasn't
able to do everything by myself.
I had to rely on friends and
family for support. All the hos
pitality and kindness I received
from people was overwhelm
ing and more than I could have
asked for."

Ms. McCammon is grate
ful to all those who helped her
in her time of need and expects
continued success in doing what
she loves most, teaching. "I
found a new place to live, a new
home, and a new job, all thanks
to the help of others," she says.
"There's not one person who did
it all for me; [it was] the combi
nation ofeveryone involved who
helped me through this changing
point in my life. I'm so thankful
to them all."

Toner's
Column
Continued from page 5

from prestigious universities
seems disproportionate to the
wealth of the community. Is it
fair that some Darienites enjoy
a full ride to college for athlet
ics when other students do not
receive enough financial aid be
cause they studied more than
they played?

Many students disregard the
financial aspect of the recruit
ment process and instead focus
on the ease with which their ath
letic peers are enrolled in a uni
versity. While they slave over
SAT review books and college
essays, athletes appear to simply
stroll their way through the ad
missions process and into a big
name school.

I am not insinuating that stu
dent-athletes anywhere, and es
pecially at DHS, have an easy or
care-free life. They devote a re
markable amount of time to prac
ticing their skills and honing their
talents in preparation for games
that could make or break their
futures. They endure an exorbi
tant amount of pressure as they
struggle to vanquish their rivals
while simultaneously staying on
top of their studies. The star ath-

letes possess just as much deter
mination as the science whizzes
and the English prodigies; they
simply focus this fortitude on
winning the big game instead of
acing the next big test.

In an ideal situation, the
school's athletic and academ
ic achievements would be dis
played and emphasized equal
ly. This is a school of talented
actors, creative thinkers, and,
of course, skilled athletes. We
should not allow just one aspect
of our school's success to over
shadow the many other areas in
which we thrive. We should not
sell ourselves short by calling
attention to just one part of our
comprehensive and impressive
reputation.

Little Thai
Kitchen
Continued from page 7

is the "drunken noodles," which
consists ofThai noodles in a mix
of sauces. According to Patricia
Brooks of the New York Times,
"It's a Thai original- very good."
This statement now appears on
the Little Thai Kitchen menu.

The comfortable yet excit
ing atmosphere of Little Thai
Kitchen is sure to become a fa
vorite hotspot in Darien. With
its hip interior color scheme, di
verse menu, and friendly staff,
the restaurant is on its way to
becoming a success. Next tinle
you pass by the quaint space on
West Avenue, you might want to
check it out.

Jaws
Continued from page 7

we want to see the shark.
Our knuckles may tum white

as we grip the seats in anticipa
tion when we hear the music, but
we are left in suspense when we
only see blood spreading across
the water.

A trick is also played on the
audience when Matt Hopper the
scientist goes out to see a crashed
boat during the middle of the
night with Chief Brody.

We think for sure this is it;
this is where we get to see the
shark.

A gigantic tooth is pulled out
from under the boat by Matt and
then he peers into the hole in the
boat. Just then, a white, gangly

fishennan's head floats out that
may be an even worse surprise
than seeing the shark itself.

It is not until half-way
through the movie that we final
ly see the shark.

The scene in which the boys
are on the connecting pond to the
ocean is one that every member
in the audience will drop their
own jaws during.

We see a massive shadow
with two fins sticking up above
the water. It lets us see how truly
huge the shark is compared to
the pond.

When the shark's teeth grasp
into an unexpecting man riding
a small row boat in the pond,
we can't help but keep our eyes
open.

In the average horror film,
you know when something bad
is going to happen based on the
scary music or repeated footage
of a long hallway leading into a
dark room.

It's the part of the movie
when everyone begins to find
a hand to grasp and an ear to
scream into.

In Jaws, however, you're
never quite sure when something
terrifying is going to happen,
which makes the movie even
more suspenseful. After a while,
even the wimpiest of the bunch
is anxious to see the much-anti
cpated appearance of the great
white shark.

When the shark finally does
burst from the water's surface,
the screams from the audience
don't even compare to those
garnered by a typical horror
movie.

The suspense will draw any
viewer into the story. All eyes
stay glued on the screen, scan
ning the empty water trying
to catch a glimpse of the great
white.

Jaws has become a classic
because of the story itself. The
thought of a shark coming up
and stalking an island takes our
imagination places.

All aspects of the movie add
to the overall effect. The charac
ters add charm, the anticipation
grips us, and it's a fear that ev
eryone can relate to.

With all the contributing
factors, we're blind-sided and
don't realize the missing special
effects.

All you have to do is stare
into the cold eyes of the shark and
you may think twice before going
into the water next summer.

Okami Video
Game
Continued from page 7

less, shapeless, voiceless little
pest.

Also the often sporadic non
sensical storyline taken 'from an
cient Japanese folklore drives me
up the wall as some of the time
I have absolutely no idea what's
going on.

I appreciate the effort to
'keep it real' but at least give me
names and places I can spell or at
the very least·pronounce.

Overall though, this game is
spectacular and should really be
played. Nine stars out of ten.

New Soccer
Coaches
Continued from page 8

Keleher is hopeful that both
the boys and girls high school
soccer programs will continue
to grow under the leadership of
a new coach.

Thus far, the boys team has
maintained a record of two wins,
six losses, and one tie.

The girls team has man
aged six wins, two losses, and
two ties.

"The new coaches have
a very extensive soccer back
ground both as players and
coaches," says Mr. Keleher, who
admits he was sad to see the
former coaches go.

"Chase and Rai are both
very fine individuals and we
hope to carry on the strength of
the program [in their absence],"
he says. "I hope the new coach
es continue the solid and ethical
programs [that Chase and Rai
established]."

Ultimate
Frisbee
Continued from page 8

the athletes are just looking
to have a good time.

"We play in tournaments
when they happen and we have
jerseys and stuff," explains
Seymour, "but we don't really
care what we're called because
we just want to play."
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What's Cooking In Little Thai Kitchen? Okami
New Restaurant Adds Variety To Darien Dining Scene For PS2

Horror Classic Remains Timeless As Halloween Approaches
Sink Your Teeth Into Jaws

Out of the vast wasteland of the
summer entertainment drought comes
the holiday season (which starts in
September now) filled to capacity
with more stuff than you could ever
want or need.

In the particularly bizarre realm
of videogames, where most people
own pretty much just three hundred
different versions of Madden and
Grand Theft Auto, a lot of great games
get thrown by the wayside and never
really get played, while other, less
spectacular, games like Final Fantasy
XII and Flatout 2 are major sellers.

One of the games I fear will get
thrown by said wayside is a fantas
tic little number from Clover Studios
called Okami.

Now, eel-shaded platformers are
for the most part considered passe,
unless you're Sly Cooper (or maybe
Zelda, but those guys at Nintendo can
pretty much do anything they want- at
least that's the only reason I can come
up with for Nintendogs), but Okami is
of a different breed altogether.

Cel-shading is a less-than
common art style where the "plastic"
shaded animations are made to look
like a cell of a comic book or cartoon
basically like putting 2D art in a 3D
videogame world.

"Platform" is a generic term for
a genre of videogames. Its first usage
is in reference to the old side scroll
ing Mario games where he would jump
up and down platforms. Now it pretty
much refers to any action or adventure
game where there is a lot of jumping
involved.

Okami uses the "celestial brush"
as the basis for most of the game play.
The brush is essentially a replacement
for the usual boring weapon in games
like this (however you do have prima
ry and secondary weapons that are in
terchangeable in addition to the brush,
like Link's stupid slingshot or Crash
Bandicoot's wumpa-fruit-bazooka),
and it also serves the dual purpose of
being able to create things inside the
game world.

For example, in the game, if a
bridge has been destroyed or a river
runs dry you can simply use the ce
lestial brush to return it to its normal
state. You can even paint a sun in the
sky to change night to day - for those
of you who are either impatient or
afraid of the dark.

What struck me the most about
this game (and this is true for a lot of
games, namely leo, Katamari Damacy,
and Shadow of the Colossus), is that
Okami really is a work of art.

There are few games that I have
played that made me feel that way 
games like the first Prince ofPersia on
the PS2, God of War, and War of the
Monsters had a very artsy feel, but I
don't they would be good qualifiers in
the 'videogames as art' argument.

Okami, however, rises above
"artsy" and becomes art itself. There
are drawbacks to be sure; I experi
enced some shoddy frame rate se
quences during some key moments
like boss battles and such, and the
drawing mechanic is a little tricky at
times, but as a whole I am astounded
that something as innovative as this
could be released.

In all fairness, Okami does
borrow from a lot of other games 
I was reminded of myoid Spyro the
Dragon- playing days with the run
ning and the jumping and the overall
level design.

That annoying little fairy that fol
lows you around to "help" reminds me
so much of Navi from The Legend of
Zelda: Ocarina of Time that I almost
want to go back and time to slap the
programmer who thought of that use
Continued on page 6

Matt Reilly

Contributing Writer

A Work OfArt

achs in fear. The Indiannapolis was a
United States navy ship during WWII
that was left in pieces in open water
after a Japanese bombing. The survi
vors of the bombing, including Quint,
drifted at sea until the sharks found
them. Only a few made it home alive.
Quint's eyes stare off into nothing as
the memory drifts over his mind. The
retelling is described so vividly and so
graphically that there is seems to be
a trance over you as you imagine the
horror. The three men then get ready
for their feat of killing their own mas
sive shark, together. All three men add
their own special charm to the movie.
They may be as old as our dads and
no heart throbs, but their unique per
sonalities are fun to watch.

This Halloween everyone may
be racing to Blockbuster to snatch
up the last of the horror films. Horror
films make us squeal and scream as
we see bloody faces, violence, and
little children talking about seeing
dead people. Horror has violence that
many of us may like to gawk at. Jaws
does not overwhelm us with violence,
but does still scare us silly. In 1975
when the movie first came, Roger
Ebert reviewed Jaws by saying: "It's
a clean-cut adventure, without the
gratuitous violence of so many action
pictures. It has the necessary amount
of blood and guts to work- but none
extra." Because Jaws was not based
on, fictional horror, but something
that could really happen, it made it a
movie that could be watched over and
over again. After watching The Ring
we may be afraid to go near a well
anytime soon, but gradually that fear
will die. However, Jaws is a film that
anyone can connect too. It's a real fear,
because sharks are real. While there
is no monster hiding in the closet,
there really are sharks lurking in dark
waters.

The one thing that keeps us
hooked from beginning to end is that
Continued on page 6

tofu is cooked well with a tasty peanut
sauce, and the vegetable spring rolls
are also cooked to perfection.

Though the culinary menu con
sists of traditional Thai cuisine, it also
has some western influences in its
design. For the picky eater, there are
simple choices such as white, stick, or
brown rice, and vegetable and chick
en stir-fries. The desserts, other than
fried ice cream, offerThai custard and
a mango with rice combination.

One of their most famous dishes
Continued on page 6
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the boat rocking in the middle of the
night as the shark haunts the waters.
The boat bobs up and down in the
water while' the men wait to catch and
kill the shark that has brought devas
tation to their island. The audience
sweats in anticipation of what's going
to happen next, but at the same time we
can't help but to laugh as these three
sea-crazed guys are showing off their
scars to kill the time. The time wanes
on while they wait for the shark to
come back and stories began to be told
to fill the time. Quint tells the story of
the Indiannapolis battleship that takes
a gulp of air from the pit of our stom-

ice cream, which consists of pastry
bread wrapped around a scoop of ice
cream, fried until crisp. The outcome
is a delicious mix of brittle, warm
pastry bread with a chilly vanilla ice
cream interior.

The menu consists of starters,
soups, salads, vegetable dishes with
rice, chicken, seafood, beef, duck,
classic curries, rice with noodles, side
orders, desserts, and drinks. "My fa
vorite dish is the basil with shrimp,"
says Molly, while other favorites are
the stir-fries and curry dishes. The

Jaws has immortalized a classic aquatic fear.
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wait in anticipation to see each char
acter's reaction as they set out on their
quest to catch the shark. Chief Brody
is quiet and scared of the water. We si
lently moan for him as he finds himself
staring at the massive shark when he
turns to Quint and with a ghost-strick
en face and says, "We're going to need
a bigger boat." Matt Hopper makes us
laugh when he always tries to show-up
Quint. He also makes us cringe with
his knowledge of sharks. Quint is the
tough guy who isn't afraid to cast out
his line while fishing for sharks. One
of the most memorable scenes in the
movie is when all three men are on

Little Thai Kitchen brings life to the downtown area.

is at the time, since it often fills up
rather quickly.

Molly, one the waitresses, says
"We're busiest from 7 P.M. - 10 P.M.
throughout the week, where it can be
a half hour to an hour wait for take
out. Besides those times, it can be a
ten to fifteen minute wait for takeout."
Ordering around 5-6 P.M. normally is
the speediest time to takeout, as well
as eat at the restaurant.

One of the main draws to this res
taurant are the unique Thai dishes. A
customer favorite is the fried vanilla

Audiences across the globe dove
into the water this summer, ready to
get sand in their toes and salty water in
their hair. However, before you dipped
your toe in that water or jumped on
that banana boat, you may have heard
a familiar tune ringing through your
head: dub-dum duh-dum. Anyone who
has ever watched the classic Jaws will
always have that tune ringing through
their head as they dive into the murky
ocean water.

Jaws spread fear across the world
in the 1970's and even today causes
many a chill down spines. Jaws told
the story of the massive shark that
found its dinner among the people on
a resort island. The story doesn't wait
too long for this shark to make its first
entrance. In the dead of night, where
darkness makes a scene even more nail
biting, a young girl runs down to the
water to go skinny-dipping. Then you
hear the pulsating tune. Every viewer
wants to cry when the girl cries, and
scream when the girl screams. As she
sees a buoy and grasps it, we think
just maybe she'll be alright-but then
there's only empty water. This scene
was the one that made surfers actu
ally miss a day on the waves. If you
haven't already ran away screaming,
you're hooked on what the morning
brings.

Jaws isn't full of teen drama
queens and macho guys like so many
other horror films, but instead has
three diverse main characters. These
three characters are the brave men
willing to step on a boat not much
bigger than a dingy to catch the shark.
We first meet Chief Martin Brody
(Roy Schneider) who was content
with his quiet resort-island police job
until the shark began wreaking havoc.
His companions are scientist Matt
Hopper (Richard Dreyfuss), and griz
zled seaman Quint (Robert Shaw). We

Contributing Writer
Kimberly Michels

The aroma of oriental spices
mixed with a clean, lemon twist greets
the customer as the door to Little Thai
Kitchen opens. Fresh, bright whites
and greens fill the space of the res
taurant, helping to create its trendy,
urban atmosphere. Set in a small West
Avenue space, Darien's newest res
taurant, Little Thai Kitchen, opened
three and a half weeks ago to a warm
welcome by the town. This offering of
Thai food, which isn't available any
where else in town, is something new
and exciting.

The restaurant is composed of
three sections. The left hand side has
limited seating, consisting of roughly
four tables. Immediately when walking
into the restaurant, the ordering coun
ter is the main focus with white bubble
lights hanging from the ceiling and lu
minescent flowers as a backdrop.

In the slightly raised right-hand
section, the walls are adorned with
deep mahogany, slabs of concrete and
coral flowers. This decor gives the
restaurant a very chic, New York City
vibe. The theme of white and green
carries over to the tables, with white
chairs and light green napkins, all with
very crisp lines. Oriental jazz plays
softly over the speakers

Limited parking, as well as seat
ing, may attribute to the restaurant
turning to takeout as its main system
of ordering. There are about 20 or so
tables, however, so customers have
the option of eating there as well. A
quick note of advice would be to call
ahead to see how busy the restaurant

Allie Concannon
Staff Writer
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Cheerleaders Rally Football to 4-1
Think Cheerleading Is Not A Sport? Think Again

Junior Kate Kevorkian twists out oja basket toss in practice.

John Bolton
Staff Writer

Cheerleading is frequently
one of the most under-rated and
over-looked sports teams offered
at the high school level.

People often dismiss cheer
leading, refusing to believe that
jumping up and down at a foot
ball game could be considered
a sport.

Those who participate in
cheerleading, however, insist that
it is one of the most difficult and
physically-demanding sports.

"Most people just see us
at football or basketball games
cheering for our team," says
sophomore and Blue Wave cheer
leader Hadley Green, "but they
don't realize how much time and
effort [goes into it] and how hard
it is to put a routine or stunt to
gether."

"Cheerleading is a combina
tion of dance, gymnastics, and
stunting," explains senior co-cap
tain Brianna Mulligan. "It isn't
all about the cheering and the rah
rahing. It's hard work; not many
people can throw one hundred ten
pounds over their head and cheer

at the same time."
A successful routine com

bines impressive skill with physi
cal strength and immense stam
ina. Synchronization is key,
meaning that each member of
the team must do her part per
fectly for the overall appearance
to click.

The back is the backbone of
the stunt, responsible for helping
the bases support the weight of
the flyer. The back and the bases
must share the flyer's weight
evenly and the flyer must stay
composed in the air if the stunt is
going to get up and stay up.

To remember to do all these

things in addition to shouting the
cheers requires much effort, prac
tice, and skill. "It's a lot harder
than it looks," adds Green.

According to Virginia
Soto's article "Football And
Cheerleading The Most
Dangerous Sports," published
recently in The New York Times,

cheerleading is responsible for
more than half the catastroph
ic injuries among girls in high
school and collegiate athletics.

Cheerleading is not just a
fall sport, either. Cheer season
extends into the winter, when the
team cheers at basketball games
and perform routines in competi
tions against other squads.

Competitive routines are typ
ically three minutes in length and
combine aspects of cheerleading,
dance, and gymnastics. The rou
tines are scored by judges, who
assess the performance on things
like cohesiveness and difficulty.
Competitions are held at vari
ous points throughout the winter
and FCIAC, CIAC, and regional
competitions exist for those who
qualify.

The DHS cheerleading
squad's impressive finishes in
last year's competitions have
garnered more support for the
argument that cheerleading is
indeed a sport.

"I think cheerleading is a
sport," says junior Kim Russell.
"Just turn on ESPN and watch
the cheerleading championships.
It looks like a sport to me."

Soccer Teams Kick Off
Season With New Coaches
Bradley, Piperea Adjust To New Postitions

Flying High With
Ultimate Frisbee
Club To Become A Varsity Sport?

Jon Bradley coaches the girls at their home game against Trinity
Catholic High School.

Carver Queally
Assistant Business Manager

This fall, the boys and girls
soccer teams began the season
with new coaches. With last
year's boys coach Tim Chase
and girls coach Sean Rai leav
ing to pursue other opportunities,
Nicolae Piperea and Jon Bradley
entered the scene of Darien's
prestigious athletic program.

Darien High School Athletic
Director John Keleher explains
that the two former coaches re
signed, Chase to take "an assis
tant coaching job" at Southern
Connecticut State University and
Rai for "family and business"
reasons.

"I decided to leave the boys
soccer team when I received a
phone call from Adam Cohen,
who was recently hired as the
women's soccer coach at SCSU,"
says Chase. "I decided it would
be a good opportunity for me."

"[Both Chase and Rai] have
been very professional and were
good role models for students,"
says Mr. Keleher. "They both
have excellent soccer skills and
have improved the soccer pro
grams here at DHS."

Piperea took Chase's former
position after resigning from his
post as the head soccer coach for

Greenwich High School. Chase
has faith that Piperea will "con
tinue to build the program and
push it forward in the right di
rection."

Last year's boys team fin
ished the season with a record
of two wins and fourteen losses,
leaving much room for improve
ment.

The new girls coach is
Jon Bradley, formerly the head

soccer coach at Brien McMahan
High School in Norwalk. Two
years ago, he was the assistant
coach under Rai.

Last year's girls team fin
ished the season with eight wins,
three losses, and five ties. They
advanced to the second round of
the state tournament but lost in
double overtime on penalty kicks
to Stonington High School. Mr.
Continued on page 6

Pat Luongo
Staff Writer

The ultimate frisbee club
is one of the more recent clubs
to have been created at Darien
High School and already one
of the most popular. With rising
membership and aspirations of
becoming a varsity sport, the
young club is worthy of much
attention.

The club was started in the
fall of 2004 by DHS Class of
2006 graduates Andrew Guthrie,
Phil Johnson, and Zach Saffa.
This year's captains are seniors
Jon Balloch, Tyler Hohs, Mike
Mogensen, Troy Singh-Derewa,
and Chris Sullivan.

"We decided together that a
group of captains would be able
to lead better," says Balloch, ex
plaining the reason for having
five captains.

"All we do is hang out and
play frisbee," says sophomore
Jake Seymour, a member of the
club, which meets twice a week
in the fall and spring.

The club might become
more intense if, as Balloch ex
pects, it will become a varsity
athletic team by 2009.

"We consider ourselves var
sity athletes at this point," says
Balloch. "We're already get-

ting funding from the school to
buy jerseys and disks and we've
been doing sales to raise money.
We've consulted Mr. Keleher
on this and basically the only
thing we would need [in order
to become a varsity sport] is an
actual coach."

The club expects to partici
pate in a number of tournaments
this spring, when club mem
bership is expected to peak at
north of twenty members. Most
tournaments are invitational
meets that bring teams anywhere
within an hour-and-a-half radius,
though there are also high school
teams teams in Greenwich, New
Canaan, Ridgefield, Stamford,
and Wilton.

Balloch explains that try
outs will be held in the spring
to distinguish "varsity starters"
from "varsity athletes" or rather
to select the seven players who
will start every game from the
rest of the team.

The team is "very open"
to enlisting new members, says
Balloch.

The club expects that mem
bership will only continue to
grow in the next few years, par
ticularly if the club becomes a
varsity sport in the year 2009.

In the mean time, however,
Continued on page 6


