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We all need teacher recommenda-
tions to college. And most, if not all, 
teachers are quite willing to write 
them, so what is the problem you may 
ask? Well the murmurs around the 
teachers’ lounge, especially around 
this time of year when college dead-
lines start being due, are about stu-
dents’ responses to all the time and 
effort put into college recommenda-
tions. Several teachers have been dis-
heartened with students’ lack of grati-
tude; even though this callousness 
might be inadvertent, students seem 
to be less and less grateful to teachers 
for their time and effort. 

Neirad set out to find out more 
about how teachers felt toward the 
subject of student ‘ingrates.’  Inter-
views with Ms. Jessica Ginsburg, Mr. 
Francis Janosco, and Mr. Art Ruggieri, 
all veteran recommendation writers, 
gave this reporter a little insight on 
what it is like to write a teacher recom-
mendation.   

First off, the time that every teach-
er invests in each letter came as an 
incredible surprise to this Neirad re-
porter.   Writing an average of 25 rec-
ommendations or more, each one 
taking 50-90+ minutes to write each, 
a teacher is giving hours upon hours 
of his or her spare time to help his 
or her students get into college, the 
minimum one could do is say please, 
thank you, and let the teacher know 
when they get into  college, right? Well 
according to several teachers, these 
simple words are missing from many 
students’ vocabulary when it comes 
to thanking people.

“Writing recommendations is not 
technically part of our job, it is an un-
stated job expectation” says Mr. Janos-

By Meg McIntIre

Many people would not think that 
low income is synonymous with an 
affluent town such as Darien. How-
ever, no matter the town, there is a re-
quired mandate for a small portion of 
the housing to be deemed low income 
by the state of Connecticut. 

As if Darien streets were not crowd-
ed enough, there may be a number 
of affordable housing units erected 
throughout town. The already exist-
ing Allen O’Neil complex on Noroton 
Avenue is under plans for redevelop-
ment in which it will increase from 53 
units over an 11-acre plot to 116 units. 
Density is a huge concern among 

neighboring residents and many 
questions why affordable housing is 
necessary in Darien.  

The state thinks it is a necessity. 
Under a Connecticut state legislation, 
called 8-30g, towns must have a mini-
mum of 10% affordable housing. This 
means that there must be housing 
units affordable for residents earning 
between 60 to 80 percent of the state’s 
median income. Regardless of the 
mandate, only the five largest cities 
in Connecticut actually meet this re-
quirement and the average percentage 
of low-income housing in the state is 
just over three percent. 

Recently there have been scruti-
nized plans for a redevelopment of 
the existing O’Neill complex.  Many 
residents are concerned about the in-
crease in traffic that would likely come 
with expansion. The units will be in-
creased by 63 units over the same 11- 
acre plot. Residents opposed to this 

project argue that the proposal, which 
more than doubles the number of 
units, will overpopulate the area and 
will lead to drainage problems.

Recently, there have been other 
proposals for affordable housing spe-
cifically targeted towards Darien’s se-
nior population. First Selectwoman 
Evonne Klein is in support of a devel-
opment at the teardown site of the old 
Darien Library on Leroy Avenue. 

Connecticut State Senator Bob Duff 
has twice tried to repeal the 8-30g leg-
islation. Mr. Duff recognizes this is a 
state-wide issue but he still believes 
that affordable housing is important 
in any town. He is not in complete dis-
agreement with the legislation but he 
thinks there are necessary changes to 
be made. 

 “There should be flexibility so 
that there are not the types of battles 
Darien has faced over the years by us-
ing 8-30g in a way not intended,” Mr 
Duff said. “Towns in a particular area 
should be given room to negotiate 
their approach to creating more af-
fordable housing. I helped write the 
Housing Trust Fund bill four years 
ago, which appropriated $100 mil-
lion towards creating more workforce 
housing in the state. One of my goals 
was to preserve open space, focused 
on Transit Oriented Development and 
establish the funds in a way that was 

flexible to individual communities.”
Certain motives for developing 

low-income housing units have been 
questioned. Among the most contro-
versial is Chris and Margaret Stefano-
ni’s plans for developing at the corner 
of Leroy and West Avenue. Their pro-
posal has drummed up frequent and 
sometimes violent protest. 

Many residents dislike Mr Stefanoni 
as a contractor however, this seems to 
only give him more fuel in his uphill 
battle against the town.

“I like the fight,” Mr Stefanoni said. 
He added, however, “I don’t want to 
wreck Darien.”

Despite what many think, Mr. Ste-
fanoni is very patriotic about the town 
he lives in and, in his view, he is only 
trying to make Darien better. 

Mr. Stefanoni has adopted a par-
ticular upbeat attitude despite his 
struggle. He stresses he is just a nor-
mal guy, out to make money and ul-
timately make Darien a better place to 
live.

Mr. Stefanoni is currently working 
on a project that will house elderly 
(those aged 60+) Darien residents. He 
also notes that contrary to belief, his 
project will not bring in low income 
families to Darien, but in fact help 
preserve the “old money” feeling that 
still lingers today. Elderly residents 
that would reside in this 

Where should Darien focus on building 
affordable housing?  Darientimes.com Poll

36%
Chose the old library site and other 
areas identified by town officials

33%
Chose other towns or cities

Affordable Housing, Rich with Debate
Is Low Income 
Housing Soon to 
Be Built in Darien? 
By LIsa ranDaLL 
anD joe sIMonson
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as I was perusing the “popular 
book categories” page on ama-
zon.com I noticed something that 
annoyed me. right between sci-
ence/nature and World History 
was a category called “Women’s 
Fiction.” after clicking on it, I 
was dismayed to see the titles 
and bookcovers that popped up. 
thumbnail pictures emerged of 
yellow covers with pink knitting 
needles, sparkly high heels and di-
amond rings, scantily clad women 
wrapped in towels sitting on the 
edge of a sparkling pool. titles like 
“Queen of Babble,” “Knitting Un-
der the Influence” and “the secret 
Heiress” were written in bold. even 
further down the list were all of 
the “shopaholic” books mixed in 
with a few classics like “Wuther-
ing Heights” and “Pride and Prej-
udice.” a travesty in itself, that 
books about impulsive shopping 
would be grouped with some of 
the greatest classics ever written. 

 I promise this isn’t going to be 
an angry feminist’s rant, but I’d 
like to know where the men’s fic-
tion is located. Is that just regu-
lar fiction? Why do women get 
their own “special” section?  Why 
are authors writing these fluffy, 
meaningless books specifically 
for women and why do women 
continue to read them? 

after doing a little research, I 
learned the reason women’s fic-
tion is set apart: money. Women 
have the guys beat in book buying. 
they purchase $24 billion more 
than men on books. By separat-
ing the books into a different sec-
tion, it’s easier to track sales. Per-
sonally, I think that seems a little 
ridiculous. of course a stack of 
books will sell better if they’re la-
beled for a specific category. take 
oprah’s Book club for example. 
Whenever oprah deems a publi-
cation worthy of her book group, it 
immediately jumps onto The New 
York Times bestseller list and sells 
millions. By publishers labeling 
certain books as specifically for 
women, they are essentially lim-
iting the book by making it seem 
like an exclusive special reads for 
an exclusive group of people. 

authors of this so-called “genre” 
argue the category is about wom-
en’s empowerment because the 
novels are “written with any rela-
tionship at the core of the plot.” 
this seems degrading to women. 
the fact that these authors and 
publishing companies think that 
women are only interested in ro-
mantic relationships and having 
people like them is absurd and 
demeaning. It makes it seem like 
women are too fragile or delicate 
or maybe even dim to read titles in 
the history, nonfiction section, or 
even regular fiction section. they 
need a whole other section filled 
with easy reading that’s just a lit-
tle above the “gossip girls” series. 

a book buyer at a public library 
in colorado offered her opinion of 
why women’s fiction 

DHS’ Ungrateful Seniors
 College Bound Students Lack Appreciation for Pen-Wielding Teachers By jose corte-reaL
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Senior Patrick Smith is one of the few seniors who raced 
to let Ms. Ginsburg know he was accepted into NYU.

co, “but if we don’t do this, who else 
is there?” This brings up a great point, 
which else is there: no one. The faculty 
feels taken for granted, but really who 
else could do it? 

“There are some students who are 
great with getting back to you and 
saying thank you, and saying what 
colleges they got into, but from some 
other students . . .  not so much. I try 
to paint a good picture of a student 
for the recommendation, and it would 
be nice to feel appreciated,” English 
teacher Ms. Ginsburg said. She clari-
fies that “teachers don’t expect a gift. 
I would prefer a hug or a ‘thank you so 
much’.” 

Ms. Ginsburg doesn’t mind writing 
all these recommendations for stu-
dents as long as she gets a thank you; 
I mean how much simpler can it get? 
Additionally Ms. Ginsburg says that 
she would like to be told whether or 
not a student got into their desired 
college. If so, she would be glad to par-
ticipate in their joy, “in turn I would 
also like to know if a student does not 
get into their desired college, so I can 
share in their sadness.”  

But not all teachers have experi-
enced this lack of gratitude. For ex-
ample, chemistry teacher Mr. Ruggieri 
who is well known for his ability to 
connect with his students. He put it 

best when he said, “writing a mean-
ingful recommendation is a very time 
consuming and important task. For 
me it is how I payback my students for 
hard work in my course.” He doesn’t 
feel like his students are ungrateful, 
he says that they always come back 
and say something. In doing this he 
takes out a box of mixed cookies and 
says, “This is just an example of what 
I get back from my students after I 
write them a recommendation,” he 
later added, “but I don’t expect any-
thing except for a thank you, and to 
know if a student gets into college.” 

Mr. Ruggieri would like to add, “All 
in all I’m not disappointed 

“Genre”
-lization
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n April 9th, 2008, the Names 
program was introduced into 
the DHS community, forev-
er taking the place of Darien 

High School’s traditional DIVE day.  In the 
past, DIVE day had been an opportunity 
for students to work together to embrace 
and accept the differences between them.  
Unfortunately, the program’s reputation 
for its promotion of diversity eventually 
digressed into one that was known solely 
for the assembly’s free t-shirts.  The event 
itself seemed to leave little lasting im-
pression on the student body, and there-
fore was discontinued.  Its replacement, 
Names Day, was envisioned to provide the 
impact that DIVE day lacked.

Despite the positive feedback I had 
heard from my friends involved in the 
Names program, I was originally skeptical 
about its lasting value.  If it was anything 
like the DIVE days I had experienced in the 
past, I knew I’d be wasting my time.

Don’t get me wrong – I always enjoyed 
the DIVE assemblies, but I could hardly 
consider them to have a long-term effect.  
Once 2:17 rolled around, no one seemed 
to think twice about the assembly’s actual 
message, and as I walked into the audito-
rium on April 9th, I figured the Names pro-
gram would be the same way.  

I could not have been more wrong.
For the duration of Names Day, I sat in 

the auditorium with the rest of my class-
mates listening to student after student 
share their past experiences of preju-
dice, racism, bullying, and harassment.  
Students and faculty alike looked on as 
their fellow classmates and pupils broke 
down while telling stories about some 
of their most trying moments. Tears 
streamed down my face as I watched my 

peers vent about their anxieties or bravely 
apologize for the cruelties they had com-
mitted.

As the program continued, I was flood-
ed with mixed emotions.  I was upset by 
the heart-wrenching stories that many 
students shared, especially when I saw 
the pained expressions on their faces.  I 
was also embarrassed by the fact that I 
was crying in front of hundreds of my 
classmates, and terrified by the raw truth 
of each student’s confession.  Needless 
to say, it was an emotionally draining 
event.

But ultimately, I emerged from the 

Names assembly with feelings of relief 
and awe.  The program’s open mic session 
provided students with the opportunity 
to share their thoughts on bullying, al-
lowing many students to come to terms 
with their difficult encounters from the 
past.  I was also impressed by the students 
who had the guts to stand up in front of 
the sophomore and junior classes and 
share their personal stories.  To put one-
self in such a vulnerable position takes a 
lot of courage, and it was clear that many 
DHS students had the nerve to do so – the 
number of people waiting in line to speak 

at the open microphone never dwindled.  
In fact, as time in the auditorium ran out, 
the lines had to be cut off to prevent more 
students from getting up to speak.

The Names program had made an obvi-
ous impression on its participants in our 
school.  After the assembly, the student 
body’s renewed sense of camaraderie was 
undeniable, and the upsetting stories that 
lingered in students’ minds had them 
vowing to be more conscious of their ac-
tions and words.  Everyone seemed to 
act… nicer.  It’s not like the students were 
suddenly skipping down the hallway with 
smiles plastered to their faces, but it was 

obvious that people were making a con-
scious effort to be more mindful of oth-
er’s feelings.

Despite the immediate influence of the 
program, the assembly’s impact seems to 
have faded overtime.  It has been over 10 
months since Darien High School’s first 
ever Name’s Day and I ask you: has the 
Name’s impression truly lasted? For sev-
eral days following the assembly, Names 
Day seemed to be on everyone’s mind, 
making its way into the holes of every 
student conversation.  However, I cannot 
honestly say that I believe the program’s 

impression has lasted since April.
In the course of 10 months, the vast ma-

jority of the student body seems to have 
forgotten the profound impact the as-
sembly once had.  As the memories of our 
classmates’ tear-stained faces faded away, 
we forgot our promises to be conscious of 
our actions and their effects on others.  

Think about it.  How often do you hear 
someone make a prejudiced comment in 
the hallway, or a joke at the expense of a 
peer in the café?

Has DHS really changed, or are we right 
back to where we started prior to the 
Names assembly?

The purpose of this editorial is not to 
criticize Names Day – not in the least.  I 
simply ask that, as the second annual 
Names Day approaches, the student 
body remember the program’s impact.  
Remember your peers who bravely re-
vealed their most difficult moments in 
an effort to better the school communi-
ty.  Names Day matters little if students 
forget its teachings and fail to continue 
the effort of making DHS a more accepting 
place.  The improvement of the DHS com-
munity ultimately relies on the efforts of 
the student body, even after the assembly 
comes to a close.

As the second annual Names Day ap-
proaches, please keep this editorial in 
mind.  Do not let the impressions left by 
the emotional program last as long as the 
fading memories.  The promises we made 
to ourselves to be more aware of our ac-
tions and their effects on others are not 
some New Year’s Resolutions that tend 
to be forgotten a mere 10 days later. Don’t 
just remember.  Represent your positive 
reactions in all that you do to embody the 
true spirit of Names Day.

oPiNioN jenny Large
The Names Program Makes Its Way Back to DHS

“As the memories of our classmates’ 
tear-stained faces faded away, we 

forgot our promises to be con-
scious of our actions and their

effects on others.”

o

N

From an English Teacher’s Desk
The following letter is a response 

to the “From the Principal’s Desk” 
column as it appeared in the January/
February 2009 issue of the Principal’s 
Newsletter (http://www.darienps.org/
dhs/pdfs/2009JanFebNewsletter.
pdf).  In it Mr. Haron discussed the 
Darien High School Free Thinkers 
Club.

 “The most beautiful experience we can 
have is the mysterious, the fundamental 
emotion which stands at the cradle of 
true art and true science.  He to whom this 
emotion is a stranger, who can no longer 
wonder and stand rapt in awe, is as good 
as dead.”

- - Albert Einstein

In celebration of free thought, let us 
engage in open discourse.  

Be honest-- if you were asked right 
now to list the teachers in this building 
who “[cater] to students’ emotions,” the 
first names to come to your mind would 
likely belong to members of the English 
Department.  Yes?

Perhaps.  And it is my hope that they 
would.

My hope? Yes. More on that momen-
tarily.

First things first.  As every free thinker 
will concede, and as espoused by such phi-
losophers as Immanuel Kant and Ludwig 
Wittgenstein (among others), necessary 

to any intelligent discourse is the defini-
tion of the terms under consideration.  So, 
before discussing “emotion” as it should 
or should not be encouraged and/or culti-
vated in a classroom setting, let us define 
the term.

In his most recent issue of “From the 
Principal’s Desk,” Mr. Haron asserts: “…
as anyone who has any interaction with 
teenagers knows - if there is one thing a 
teenager is particularly good at, it’s know-
ing how to emote.”

Emote: “to pretend emotion; to portray 
emotion exaggeratedly or ineptly; to 
behave theatrically” 
(Source: Random House Dictionary, 2006)

From a pedagogical standpoint (really, 
from any standpoint), such histrionics 
have no place in a classroom, on anyone’s 
part.  On this point I agree.  However, in 
addition to its unfair and inaccurate char-
acterization of our students, Mr. Haron’s 
above-referenced assertion was also di-
rectly preceded by the implication that 
any instructional emphasis whatsoever 
on “feelings and emotions” does noth-
ing more than encourage the melodrama 
already hard-wired into the teenage popu-
lation.  On this point I disagree.

Should any class, English or otherwise, 
subsist solely on emotions?  That would 
not only be unwise, it would not consti-
tute sound educational practice.  Any cur-

riculum weighted disproportionately in 
favor of thoughtless emotion-for-emo-
tion’s-sake by necessity lacks rigor, and, at 
its worst, risks dissolving into ersatz group 
therapy.  It is equally unwise, though, to 
attempt to think critically, logically, ratio-
nally in an emotional vacuum.  Any cur-
riculum weighted disproportionately in 
favor of emotionless reason by necessity 
lacks humanity and, at its worst,  risks ri-
gidity and makes a mockery of the basic 
human compassion so necessary when 
interacting with other human beings, 
be they teenaged or not.  Simply put, to 
divide mind from heart serves only to 
conquer them both.  On the contrary, sea-
soned educators understand that in their 
classroom and, more importantly, in life 
thought and feeling must be and are mu-
tually inclusive.  

To express this notion syllogistically: 
Humans are sentient beings, meaning, 
according to the dictionary, that we are 
‘conscious.’  Rational thought is, of course, 
born of consciousness and nourished by 
the things we perceive; indeed, we would 
be hard pressed even to conceive of cog-
nition in the absence of perception.  It 
is interesting to note the following from 
an etymological standpoint: the verb “to 
perceive” is rendered in Latin as “sentire” 
from which our word “sentient” derives.  
The literal translation of “sentire”?  “To 
feel.”  We might therefore express the 
equation as follows: CONSCIOUSNESS + 

FEELING = RATIONAL THOUGHT.  If my 
less-than-unreliable memory of mathe-
matics serves, to remove feeling from this 
equation would render it an untrue state-
ment and its structure would collapse.  So 
too in our classrooms. 

I have been honored to witness stu-
dents moved to tears by the indescrib-
able beauty of a poem, of an aria, of a new 
idea.  As their teacher I saw no need at that 
moment to ask them how they felt about 
it, neither was there any reason to ask 
them what they thought about it.  Either 
question would have diminished the rare 
loveliness of that experience, one that was 
about to assume a singular place in their 
heart as a treasured memory.  While there 
is most definitely a place for logic and for 
reason in any classroom, my fondest hope 
is that true openness to ideas will always 
save the place of honor for the sentient 
beings taking hold of them.

“There can be no knowledge without 
emotion. We may be aware of a truth, yet 
until we have felt its force, it is not ours. To 
the cognition of the brain must be added 
the experience of the soul.”

-- Arnold Bennett

Sincerely,

Jessica R. Ginsburg
DHS English Department

*PER TE, GUERRIERO*

Principal Haron’s Response
Dear Ms. Ginsburg,

First I want to thank you for taking 
the time both to read and respond so 
eloquently to my piece from the latest 
Principal’s Newsletter. I appreciate you 
giving me an opportunity to clarify some 
of my points, as I am sure your excellent 
retort represents the view of many who 
read my piece.

The last thing I would want readers to 
take away from my essay is the idea that 
emotions have no place in any classroom 
discussion. In fact I go out of my way to 
say that feelings and emotions are “im-
portant modes of expression.” In choos-

ing my words carefully, I stated that logic 
and rationality need to be emphasized 
when it comes specifically to decision 
making. And even then, I used the phrase 
“de-emphasized” (not “eliminated”) to de-
scribe how I believe emotions should play 
a role. I believe de-emphasis is warranted, 
if for no other reason than the fact that 
emotions are terribly fickle. How many 
of us adults, let alone teenagers, have felt 
strongly about an issue, only to moder-
ate our feelings after having some time 
to “think things over.” Emphasizing emo-
tions when it comes to decision making 
would wreak havoc on the potential out-
comes of those decisions.

I do agree with you that completely 
eliminating feelings and emotions from 
our instructional discourse would be un-
advisable - even tragic. It would render us 
robotic, cold, and boring. I do still stand by 
my argument, however, that at the heart 
of decision making, logic and rationality 
must stand paramount and that it is our 
responsibility as educators to emphasize 
such rational analysis when teaching our 
students.

Sincerely,

Dan Haron
DHS Principal
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the hallways are a very delicate 
subject for many people. some 
think that they are too crowded, 
some find that the traffic moves 
too slowly, and some complain 
that their way is impeded by the 
thousands of people flocking 
from either side. somebody needs 
to deal with this, and that means 
you, reader.                                                                                

If you take a stroll through the 
highway that is the B-Wing, some-
times you hit rush hour. “What 
could be the hold up?” one might 
say. Well, either there was a crash, 
or there’s that person asleep at the 
wheel. no, it is the couples of the 
school. they can be seen slowly 
snaking their way, hands clasped, 
in total disregard for the rest of 
the student population. Here’s an 
example for you: once upon a cold 
winter morning after entering the 
high school I was stuck, behind 
not one, but two hand-holding, 
euphoria-induced couples, going 
at the speed limit one might as-
sociate with a dead person. this 
caused me to be about 45 min-
utes late to class. 

then there are just those who 
walk slowly, by themselves, for no 
reason at all. “they smell like co-
conuts and you just want to punch 
them in the back of the head,” an 
anonymous source said. the real 
question to ask these children of 
languorous gaits is Why? What 
possesses you to wander aim-
lessly, fiend of the hallways? the 
best part is when they look around 
and stop, causing a pile up of tiny 
freshmen, freshwomen, and other 
underclassmen who are running to 
and fro, completely lost, and then 
turn around and go in the opposite 
direction, slowly, into more traffic.

Back to those underclassmen. 
“they grind my gears,” junior justin 
Marks said. For example, there are 
currently so many freshmen, that 
one must wear waders just to tra-
verse the halls. “When you’re in a 
rush to get to class and they form 
a blockade in the hallway, it’s kind 
of frustrating that you can’t pass,” 
sophomore Baylis treen said.  
It could be manageable if they 
weren’t all running in no direction 
at all. We should make lanes in the 
hallways, one for freshpeople, one 
for slow-walking people, and one 
for the regular people who actu-
ally need to go somewhere. In the 
wise words of the junior philoso-
pher Liam Fitzpatrick, “MoVe.” 

“People that walk slow make 
me mad. I need to get places in 
life, and if they’re gonna disrupt 
my path to greatness I don’t need 
to be around them,” sophomore 
Will Weinstock said. 

then there are those kids who 
listen to really unfortunate music 
at 900 decibels, and ones who lis-
ten to their iPods in the hallways 
while talking to other people. I 
guess manners went out the door 
with good music. “I listen to my 
music loudly because it’s more 
fitting for my music type” junior 
james Payne said, “I don’t listen 
to my iPod while I talk to people 
though”. 

Being preoccupied while talking 
to someone else is basically the 
height of offense. I don’t under-
stand why someone needs a mu-
sical soundtrack to his or her life. 
are you seriously so upset with 
your life that music is your only fill-
er? get over yourself, angsty teen 
number one. 

this call for a different speed 
limit goes out to you, reader. For 
too long, you have been quiet, and 
held up by the pace of those slow 
walking students. you must take a 
stand. you know that there’s that 
one kid that you want to yell at. go 
ahead and do it. 

just brace yourself, and roar like 
our Patron saint of yelling, physics 
teacher Mr. george Marrash.

Hallway
Hurdles

On a typical school day, Daniel 
Griffin (names have been changed at 
the discretion of Neirad) walked into 
the library to get some homework 
done and chat with friends. Like many 
DHS students, Daniel spent most of his 
time talking rather than completing 
that homework. Joking around, Daniel 
tossed a piece of paper in the direction 
of senior Samuel Cobb. Within sec-
onds, Library Coordinator Mrs. Jackie 
Bennett was on her feet scolding Daniel 
for his misbehavior and then banned 
him and his friends from the library 
for three days. 

Over the past few weeks, the librar-
ians have been more vigilant about 
cracking down on unruly students. 
Students who talk too loudly, misbe-
have, or do not have their backpacks in 
a cubby find themselves being banned 
from the library more often. Many stu-
dents, like junior Emma Land say the li-
brarians are unfairly targeting students 
and “it seems like they are looking for 
ways to kick us out.”

The librarians interpret the situa-
tion much differently. It is not their 
idea of fun to ban students from the 
library. They say they only ask students 
to leave who are not working produc-
tively and proving to be a distraction 
to others. 

More recently, the librarians decid-
ed to limit access in the early morning 
hours. Mrs. Bennett stands at the door 
until the first bell rings monitoring 
the number of incoming and outgo-
ing students. Once the library reaches 
the maximum amount of students, 
Mrs. Bennett will prevent any addi-
tional students’ access. “In the morn-
ing, there is a high capacity of students 
in the library because most students 
are only coming in to find their friends 
and end up being disruptive,” Mrs. 
Bennett said. 

The library has indeed become a 
meeting place in the morning, with 
students wandering around with their 
backpacks in tow crowding the already 
jam-packed library. Admittedly, many 
students need to remember the library 
is a place to study and not a place for 
social gathering. 

There are just too many students in 
the library for the wrong reasons, and 
as a result, the library becomes quickly 
overcrowded. It seems as if the morn-
ing periods are less problematic, while 

the librarians seem to become more 
frustrated in the afternoon. “We try to 
be flexible, but with 200 more students 
a day coming in [than last year] there 
is just not enough space to tolerate 
those who are being too noisy,” Mrs. 
Bennett said. 

In defense of the eviction process, 
Mrs. Bennett said, “We usually will 
warn the students first if they are 
being too loud.” If students are asked 

to quiet down more than once, the li-
brarian will then ask them to leave and 
the students cannot return for two 
days. “Often, it’s the same students 
and in the future, we will report them 
to the administration,” Mrs. Bennett 
explained.

Looking back at the time when he 
got kicked out with Daniel, Samuel 
Cobb said, “We were just sitting at a 
table laughing and Dan might have 
tossed something… So [Mrs.] Bennett 
comes over to tell us we were too loud.” 
According to Cobb, after questioning 
her about whether or not he could 
laugh in the library, Mrs. Bennett sug-
gested a call to his mom, but instead 

wrote down his and the other boys’ 
names. 

Not only are students getting kicked 
out for being disruptive, but many stu-
dents find they are getting punished 
for not placing their backpacks in the 
correct place. If a student’s backpack 
is found on the ground, or somewhere 
else other than a cubby, it is put behind 
library secretary Ms. Gail Orlando’s 
desk. When the student makes an in-

quiry to a librarian about their miss-
ing backpack, he or she may be asked 
to leave the library for the remainder 
of the day. 

Some students have suggested that 
the library needs more cubby space, 
but if more cubbies were added, there 
would be less room for students. “A so-
lution for this would be that students 
can easily double up on cubby space 
or they can put their bags in their lock-
ers,” Mrs. Bennett said. Even though 
the DHS library is one of the largest in 
the state, it seems as though its study 
space is more limited than ever.

After Cobb and Griffin were asked 
to leave, senior Britt Lampke decided 

he needed to get some work done later 
that day and the library seemed to be 
the best place to accomplish that goal. 
Mistaking Lampke for his fellow class-
mate, Griffin, Mrs. Bennett approached 
him, assuming he had been kicked 
out earlier that day and “she spoke 
with a very harsh tone to me while 
questioning what I was doing there. 
After exchanging a few words, she re-
alized that she had made a mistake,” 
Lampke said. 

The librarians try to keep track of 
students. But with so many different 
kids passing through each day, it is a 
challenge to keep tabs who is allowed 
in the library. Ms. Orlando said posting 
photo ID pictures at each librarian work 
station has helped them establish the 
correct identity of each student.  “It’s 
for personal use to make sure kids 
don’t leave and then come back in,” 
Ms. Orlando said. 

There are two sides to every story. In 
this case, there are students who feel 
they are being suppressed, and the li-
brarians who feel students are not re-
specting the designated use of the li-
brary. The facility is a quiet place where 
students should have no problem com-
pleting their work. It’s not like those 
who are banned are left with no place 
to go. There are places to talk and hang 
out – it’s just not the library. 

Library Crackdown
Library Rule-Breakers Feel the Wrath of Discipline By Meg MUrPHy

By connor MccartHy

DHS’ Dancing Queen
At a time when most seniors are 

stressing about what college to attend, 
there is one who chose a slightly differ-
ent path.  Instead of going to a univer-
sity, Kotono Yamazaki has chosen to 
pursue her passion for dance.

You won’t be seeing Kotono in the 
hallways anymore this year, and she 
won’t be available to sign yearbooks 
at the end of the year. Kotono has 
graduated from DHS a semester early 
and moved to Buffalo, New York to be 
a member of Configurations Dance 
Theater. Configurations is a contempo-
rary ballet company that has received 
acclaim from reputable publications 
such as The New York Times.  

“My teacher from Greenwich Ballet 
Academy, Michael Shannon, is also the 
choreographer of Configurations. He 
invited me to go work with the com-
pany for two weeks over the summer of 
2008 and as a result, I was invited back 
again to do another workshop for the 
whole month of October,” Kotono said. 
Eventually, the company wanted her on 
for keeps. “The director, Joe Cipolla had 
heard of my graduating early and had 
invited me to be a company member of 
Configurations Dance Theater.” 

A dancer since age four, Kotono says 
she loves ballet because “I hate sitting 
still and not doing anything because I 
like to be active all the time. I like ballet 
because I love the feeling of moving 
and dancing.”  She studied at the Ballet 
School of Stamford until she was 13, 

when she switched to Greenwich Ballet 
Academy.

Kotono has been incredibly suc-
cessful at GBA.  Her ballet coach and 
contemporary choreographer of three 
years Michael Shannon says, “She is 
a very dedicated and talented dancer.  
She excels in contemporary ballet 
which is why she has been offered a 
permanent place with the nationally 
and internationally recognized profes-
sional contemporary ballet company 
Configuration Dance Theatre, where 
I am also resident choreographer.  We 
look forward to working with her. Her 
loyalty and drive are an example to 

others, and in such a rigor-
ous career, her easygoing 
personality makes com-
pany life almost seem fun 
and family like. We have 
very high hopes for Kotono 
and wish her a very bright 
future.” 

Of course, you may be 
wondering how Kotono is 
able to graduate early.  By 
taking extra gym courses 
and taking World Literature 
Seminar second semester 
of her junior year instead of 
her senior, Kotono was able 
to receive all the necessary 
credits for graduation.  

“I am very excited to leave 

school. I have been for a very long time. 
I feel like every day is getting longer 
and longer because I’m so excited 
to leave.”   A close friend of Kotono, 
Elizabeth Ropp said “Although she will 
be missed, I know that this is really 
what she wants to do.”

Kotono is unsure of how long she 
will be staying in Configurations. “My 
number one goal is to become a profes-
sional dancer. Configurations would 
be my first job in pursuing my career 
as a dancer. 

“I want to make it a fun and exciting 
experience and not only that but I am 
also looking forward to learning new 
things so I can move forward and push 
myself to become the...dancer that I am 
aspired to be,” Kotono said.

Kotono yamazaki Graduates 
Early to Pursue Ballet By anDI cara

“It seems like [the librarians] are 
looking for ways to kick us out.”

—”Emma Land”, junior

N

N

Seniors Mike Klein, R.J. Irizarry, Charlie Nicholls and Juan Sucre spending their free in the library

Kotono (third from right) with her dance troupe

Kotono, right, has left school
to become a professional dancer
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Celebrity Lookalikes
You see their faces in movies, t.v. shows, and all 
throughout the media.  Now they roam the halls 
of Darien High School, or at least their lookalikes 
do.  Check out these five DHS students and their 
resemblance to your favorite celebrities.

sean Fahey
vs.

talan torriero

cameron Miller
vs.

ashton Kutcher

charlie nicholls
vs.

eminem

rosie jacobsen
vs.

taylor swift

jennifer Dorris
vs.

audrina Patridge

Footwear
Apparel
Accessories
Energy Bars!

Runner’s Roost 
Darien, CT
Proudly Serving Connecticut since 1978

Once upon a Monday morning, 
there were two fine men of an educa-
tional institution teaching together. 
They weren’t just colleagues; they 
were something more than that. This 
is their story.

Mr. Keith Keeler and Mr. Francis 
Janosco teach American Studies to 
the junior class. Mr. Keeler teaches his-
tory, and Mr. Janosco teaches English. 
They have a friendship like no other. 
They compliment each other in class 
and make learning an enjoyable expe-
rience in a year where everything else 
can not be called so.

“I’d call our friendship blissful, 
scrumptulescent, or salubrious,” Keel-
er said.

“Oh I’d say more conflicted, kind 
of like a duel,” Janosco said. Just from 
this snippet of conversation, you can 
see that this relationship is one that 
will last forever. 

“I think it’s based upon competi-
tion and fighting. Fighting, stealing, 
punches in the neck,” Janosco said. If 
one takes a trip down to Barnes and 
Noble, one might see two men sitting 
peacefully one second, but a dispute 
over a student’s grade leaves these 
two men trapped in mortal combat. 

An arena is formed by the confused 
customers of said retail store, the 
chanting begins, and both men fight 
for what they believe is right. After a 
few bloody lips and possibly some 
bruising from numerous 
slaps, the two sit back 
down, and start the next 
paper. They could be 
called super heroes, but 
they’re not. 

“Mr. Janosco sinks to 
low depths. He does the 
old ‘shoe’s untied’ rou-
tine, and throws sand in 
my eyes. Where he got 
sand from in Barnes and 
Noble, I don’t know…” 
Keeler said. As you can 
see, these two get along 
like Yoko and the Beatles.

Aside from grading pa-
pers in Barnes and Noble, 
the two regularly attend 
techno raves. “I like to keep it flowing,” 
Janosco said. Keeler agreed. “Actually, 
Mr. Janosco is the second best DJ in 
Fairfield County. Techno Raves are 
good! We just purely dance though. 
It’s all about the dancing. I have the 
glow sticks going too.” The weekend 
before midterms is the time they at-
tend their 36-hour rave.  The teachers 

enjoy this event while their students 
sit home and cry about their semester 
papers. That’s devotion for you.

“Have you seen ‘The Fly’?” Janosco 
asked. “Well there’s a part in it where 
the guy who has fly powers goes to 
arm wrestle another muscular man, 
and he uses his fly powers to break 
the guys arm to win more easily. I 

have done this to Keeler. It’s a move 
I like to call over the top.” Obviously, 
Mr. Janosco fights fairly. “Just for the 
record, I’m not a fly.”

Mr. Janosco also has some hidden 
talent in bow hunting, which is the 
practice of taking game animals by ar-
chery. He is not the three time cham-
pion of Westchester County; he is the 

four time champion of Westchester 
County. “I retired on top, and used no 
performance enhancing drugs. This 
again, is just for the record. I believe 
it had been otherwise stated incor-
rectly.” Now you know!

It’s a shame, but the view of each 
other’s class is also heavily conflicted. 
“Keeler’s class from September to June 

is war: one day spent on an 
invention, war, and then a 
day spent on mercantilism. 
It’s just war on war on war 
with a day off break,” Janos-
co said. 

Mr. Keeler’s opinion is 
very different: “I would 
say that Mr. Janosco fo-
cuses too much on feelings 
throughout American His-
tory, and not enough time 
on important things, like 
wars and general conflicts. 
I’m sick of him teaching 
un-American ideas.” Inter-
departmental tensions are 
running high at this point, 
and students are urged not 

to choose sides. 
Out of school, the two may be seen 

at social events. If confronted about 
this, Mr. Janosco will insist that he 
was “dragged to” said event. “I like to 
bother him on the phone a lot,” Keeler 
said. Here is a sample text message 
sent from Mr. Keeler to Mr. Janosco: 
“OMG HIS CHL WAR DOC.” Being 

technologically advanced is a feat that 
both teachers have accomplished and 
exploit to annoy each other on a daily 
basis. They can talk to each other all 
the time now. Their friendship over-
flows the boundaries set by other 
people’s relationships. “I contact Keel-
er only when I have to.”

Other teachers don’t see the affec-
tion between the two. “They can’t get 
anything done together,” said history 
teacher Mr. Patrick Egan. I don’t under-
stand how this could be true, for the 
dynamic duo spend almost all of their 
time together. Some claim that Mr. 
Egan might not be a reliable source. 
“I’ve never seen him in my entire life,” 
Mr. Janosco added. 

“Keeler is evil. My seventeen month 
old son has an internal radar that 
detects evil spirits, and whenever 
Keeler sees him, my son just glares 
and is unresponsive.” It’s sad that Mr. 
Janosco and Mr. Keeler have to act like 
they dislike each other to keep face in 
the classroom, but we all know that 
they’ll never be apart. Like Hansel and 
Gretel. Like Simon and Garfunkel. And 
(for all you readers of bad literature) 
just like Edward and Bella! So here’s 
to all those friends forced to pretend 
that they don’t like each other. Here’s 
to all the teachers who have to rave 
in secret. Finally, here’s to all the 
best friends. In the wise words of Mr. 
Keeler, “Keep your friends close, your 
enemies closer.”

All You Need is Love
Insight into a Powerful Relationship
By connor MccartHy

coMPILeD By aMy sanBorn

“Just for the record, I’m not a fly.”
~Mr. Janosco

N



 It’s not often - in fact, it’s never - that a teacher 
encourages his or her students to get “high.” Yet Dr. 
Stephen Post the co-author of Why Good Things Happen 
to Good People and the speaker at this year’s DHS vol-
unteer day assembly encourged every student to get 
“high.” That is...to get a “helper’s high.”

 In the book Why Good Things Happen to Good People, 
Dr. Post explains the term “helper’s high,” coined 
by philosopher Allan Luks, as the good feeling that 
comes from giving to others. The book further delves 
into how one can get this feeling through learning to 
develop 10 virtues. 

These 10 attributes are discussed in a chapter-by-
chapter organization. One may recognize the 10 vir-
tues from the posters pinned to the cork boards in 
the cafeteria: Celebration, Generativity (yes, English 
teachers it is a real word), Forgiveness, Courage, 
Humor, Respect, Compassion, Loyalty, Listening, and 
Creativity. With scientific evidence, Dr. Post explains 
how these attributes can help create happier lives.

 In an exclusive interview with Neirad, Dr. Post dis-
cussed his book and his work as head of the Institute 
for Research on Unlimited Love (IRUL). When asked 
what he hoped the students at DHS would learn from 
the volunteer assembly, Dr. Post said, “I think they 
need to realize how sincere contributions to the lives 
of other people have a side effect. And the side effect 
is that they will themselves prosper. They will be hap-
pier, healthier, odds are even live a longer 
life.”  

But don’t be fooled by the title. 
Those like English teacher Mr. 
Matt Pavia, who has had three 
flat tires this year, should not be 
convinced they are bad people 
simply because bad things 
happen to them. Dr. Post ex-
plained that his original title 
for the book was It’s Good to Be 
Good. His editors at Random 
House Incorporated were the 
ones to change it.  Dr. Post recog-
nizes that the title now, “conveys 
the message that somehow if 
bad things happen to us we’re 
to some degree, to blame. 
And that’s actually not nec-
essarily so. But as a general-
ization, it is true, that people 

who live generous, giving, creative, good lives do 
reap many benefits for all sorts of good reasons.” Dr. 
Post said that he may use the title It’s Good to be Good 
in his next book.

 These “good reasons” involve scientific reason-
ing. Statistics show that giving may delay mortality 
and compassion can possibly suppress depression. 
Yet, Dr. Post recognizes that the blessings that come 
from giving should not be why we give. He said, “They 
[the rewards of giving] are side effects…it is the sin-
cere care for the people around you that makes all the 
difference….[rewards] shouldn’t rule your motivation, 
they should be kept in a kind of secondary role.”

 Dr. Post also hopes that students, in their aspi-
ration towards volunteerism, will remember to grant 
others the basic acts of courtesy. “We lose sight of 
those simple common courtises that make the world 
livable,” Dr. Post said. One of these basic acts of cour-
tesy is wearing your pants at the appropriate waist 
line. “If I were to go and start a new philanthropy I 
would probably purchase every kid in America a belt. 
But I don’t think that they would wear them,” Dr. Post 
said.

To the  students at DHS who intend to start giving 
when they earn their millions, Dr. Post discussed how 
important it is to begin giving when one is younger. 
This will set up a pattern of compassion for one’s life-
time. Dr. Post, himself, realized that he wanted to re-

search love when he was just 15 years old. 
 During the Volunteer Day assembly, Dr. 
Post referred to the play, Waiting for Godot, 

which he saw in high school. After seeing 
this depressing play, Dr. Post attempted 
to face the world with the same pessi-
mistic attitude. As he told Neirad, he 
put on his trench coat, went to the 
local Charlie’s Pool Hall, bummed two 

Camel cigarettes, and tried “looking as 
unhappy as I possibly could.” But, Dr. 
Post said, “I decided it just didn’t do it 

for me.” Thus, years later, Dr. Post con-
siders himself blessed to be talking to 

students about something that he deems 
to be the most important: human-
ity’s ability to simply love. 

“I figured if I was going to do any-
thing in life it was to be to study the 
one thing…that seems to be most 
important,” he smiled.

NeiraD WWW.NeiraD.orG FeBrUary  20096
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DHS GiftS

Special Gifts for Your Special Someone

Doctor in the House
Dr. Post Pays a Visit to DHS for the Volunteer
 Day Assembly By jenny Large anD KIMBerLy MIcHeLs

$29.95
$35.00

$12.99 each

You’re guaranteed good for-
tune this Valentine’s Day with 
a personalized fortune cookie 
for $29.95 from Ediblegiftsplus.
com. Choose a photo of you and 
your sweetheart to make a great 
edible memory! 

Tired of chocolate boxes and red roses on Valentine’s Day? This Hallmark holiday has become over done with cheesy cards 
and cheap jewelry. So why not spice up your February 14 with these original gift ideas?  By LIsa ranDaLL

Give your heart to 
someone with this 
pillow for $35.00 from 
U n C o m m o n g i f t s.
com.  A rhythmic 
pulsing simulates a 
heartbeat so your sig-
nificant other can feel 
your love, even when 
you’re not together.

Give someone 40 
kisses for $24.95 
from HersheysGifts.
com. Write a person-
alized message to 
make this gift sugary 
and sweet.

Give your girl or guy a great 
start to their morning with 
Complimentary Cereal Bowls 
for $12.99 from Wrapables.
com. Every time they finish 
their Froot Loops they’ll smile 
and have you to thank for it.

Put a claim on your guy with 
Personalized clothing for $24.95 
from PersonalCreations.com. 
He’ll think about you every time 
he puts them on.

$
24

.9
5

Dr. Stephen Post 

$24.95

Caryna Nina 
Couture Designs

Womens & Teens - By Appointment Only

203-485-0106 
www.carynanina.com

Greenwich, CT
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* from the Staff: Meg Murphy: anything but those nasty conversation hearts. Sean Otterspoor: Knives. Jack Bushell: a heart-shaped box of chocolates.  Britt Gordon: an edible 
heart. Kevin Ramsey: I like getting chocolate on Valentine’s Day. Christy Lattimer: a cheesy Hallmark card. Stacey Wilkins: a box of Bridegwater chocolate truffles. Reece Pelley: 
Food. Marcus D’Iorio: Money. Jay Alter: a pink teddy bear. Chris Shaker: a girlfriend. Jenny Large: chris shaker. Kelsey Ott: a mixed cD. Meg McIntire: a pony. Elizabeth Crafford: 
a homemade card, roses and and a box of chocolates. Kimberly Michels: Diamonds.—Compiled By Alex Maguire and Jay Alter

roViNG rePorter

What’s your Ideal Valentine’s Day Gift?*
“a mint condition WWe 
smackdown vs. raW 2009 
video game.” 

—Tyler Pruden, sophomore

“a box of 
chocolates 
and a rose.” 

—Brooke Lacey, senior and 
Abigail Sickinger, junior

“to get accepted into college.”
— Kevin Sousa, senior

“Heart-shaped chocolates.”
—Lauren Snow, sophomore

“jewelry!”
—Laura Powells, freshman

“a box of chocolates.”
—J.D. Jutterbox, senior

“Pink starbursts.”
— Caitlyn Lyden, freshman

“caitlyn Lyden.”
— Maggie Annecchino, freshman

From the Front:

Darien Housing

Gratitude for Recommendations
with students’ response with my writing college recommendations.” Ms. Ginsburg concurs with this sentiment, “I do not 
mind writing college recommendations at all, and I would just like to feel more appreciation from the general student body 
to the teachers for their time and effort.” Mr. Janosco says, “I don’t blame students for not knowing the general nature of 
this, but it would still be nice to be thanked by the students for the effort teachers put into these recommendations.” 

Seniors as the acceptance letters pour in, remember to take a minute to stop by to say thank you to the teachers that gave 
up hours and hours of his or her weekend to craft a letter to help you get into your dream school rather than making them 
wait until the Neirad graduation issue hits the stands in June. 

complex would not necessarily fall under the “low-income” 
category. The tenants would theoretically be wealthy by Dar-
ien standards but because of age or retirement, they would 
only be taking in what is considered moderate income, and 
therefore would fall under the mandate. 

The development will feature 11 units at market price, 
while the remaining 30% will be deemed affordable by the 
state. These controversial building projects have caught the 
attention of the local government. Selectwoman Klein is an 
open opponent to 8-30g although seems to be fully support-
ive of Mr. Stefanoni.

“The town clearly has a need for affordable housing, as 
the results from a survey conducted in 2006 by the Darien Af-
fordable Housing Advisory Commission identified the need 
among our senior population, young professionals and town 
employees (teachers, police officers etc.)”, Mrs Klein said. 

She continued to explain her understanding of the den-
sity problem that Darien faces today:

“The other aspect of this issue is the town’s ability to con-
trol growth and density. During the past three years the town 
has received three affordable housing applications which 
proposed multifamily housing in neighborhoods where 
multifamily or high density housing is not desirable.”  

 A poll on DarienTimes.com asked readers, “Where should 
Darien focus on building affordable housing?” 36% chose the 
old library site and other areas identified by town officials 
while 33% chose other towns or cities. The remaining 31% of 
voters supported the option of developing near the train sta-
tions or allowing the market to dictate where the units be 
built, with 16% and 13% respectively. 

As one of the wealthiest communities in America, Darien 
is trying to maintain its reputation while still proponents, 
such as Mr. Stefanoni and other contractors, are taking a dif-
ferent stand. The debate will continue in Darien and as of 
now, there is no clear winner.

is such a big seller. “Women’s fiction taps into the 
hopes, fears, dreams, and even secret fantasies of 
women today.” I can assure you that not all wom-
en dream of joining a knitting group to make some 
friends; forming an amazing relationship with their 
long lost sister; or finding out that they’re actually in 
madly love with their ex-boyfriend.  not all women 
have fears that their husbands are cheating on them, 
or that they’ll just never find the right pair of jimmy 
choos to go with that Prada skirt. It is possible that 
some women have the same worries, hopes, and 
dreams of men. that some women actually enjoy 
reading books about the economic crisis, the war 
in Iraq, the assassination of President Lincoln, or a 
biography of john Lennon. 

I should also point out that there is a difference 
between Women’s Writing and Women’s Fiction. 
Women’s Writing means that the book itself was 
written by a woman, about a woman. an example 
of this could be “Pride and Prejudice” by jane aus-
ten.   Women’s Fiction on the other hand, is a genre 
created by publishing company to increase sales by 
encouraging women to read one of the easy-reading 
books they’ve upped the price on. they’re trying to 
entice women with pastel colors, cheesy romance 
plots, and oprah Book club stickers, so they ignore 
the 30 percent mark-up on the book’s price.  

In the end, I suppose it comes down to personal 
preference. If you actually enjoy reading about am-
bushed weddings and love affairs that lead to di-
vorces, then by all means, don’t let me stop you. But 
perhaps if you feel like there’s more to reading than 
that, I’d be happy to show you to the non-fiction 
section. or the history section. or if you want to get 
really crazy…the regular fiction section.

Women’s Place in Lit.

N

N

N
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Sandwiches
Salads
Burger
Fries
Soups
Ziti
And More!

And so begins another “Hallmark” 
celebration: Valentine’s Day. Loved 
ones gaze dreamily into each other’s 
eyes; charms and dark chocolates are 
exchanged; long stemmed roses form 
a small garden near the lockers. 

Yet, there are also those who have no 
rose from which to pluck petals. They 
tend to suffer in silence, imagining the 
day their true love will find them. These 
lonely dreamers may be quite startled 
to learn that Mr. Bruce Clarke’s true 
love was found for him through an ar-
ranged marriage.

He has been a history teacher at DHS 
for the past 10 years. His students may 
also know this highly-admired teacher 
as Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt 
or a California 49er since he is known to 
act out historical figures. “The best way 
to portray history is to bring it to life,” 
Mr. Clarke explained. With a beard and 
a top hat, Mr. Clarke does just that.

Yet, what students and teachers 
may not know about Mr. Clarke, as 
he does not “wear his religion on his 
sleeve,” is his membership in the 
Family Federation for World Peace. 
The group was formerly known as the 
Unification Church or what some have 
termed “Moonies.” Mr. Clarke is active-
ly involved as a youth minister at the 
church in Bridgeport.

Members believe that their founder, 
R e v. S u n 

Myung Moon received a message 
when he was 16 years old from Jesus 
Christ. According to their beliefs, Jesus 
directed Rev. Moon to finish his (Jesus’) 
uncompleted mission, which was to 
have a family.

As the church grew in the 1970s, it 
was heavily criticized and many argued 
that leaders brainwashed their follow-
ers. Mr. Clarke said, “I would say that 
we did not often do a good job with 
media relations. Articles can have a 
tone which takes the speaker’s intent 
out of context or appears sensational.” 
Yet, criticism of the church has quieted, 
in recent years due to less time spent 
in the headlines.

To learn more about the Family 
Federation, Neirad  interviewed Ms. Sue 
Cairo, a friend 
of a DHS teach-
er, who had a 
family member 
involved in the 
church. When 
Ms. Cairo met 
her birth mother 
for the first time, 
she learned her mother had joined the 
Family Federation after giving her up 
for adoption. Once reunited, Ms. Cairo 
determined that her mother was look-
ing to convert her. “That was the only 
reason she came. There was a broken 
part of her. Her spirit was broken…she 
was so by the textbook. It was like talk-
ing to a robot because they’re so brain-
washed,” Ms. Cairo said.

However, Mr. Clarke assures others 
that he has not been brainwashed and 
is practical in his beliefs. “I think a lot 
of it comes from people who don’t un-
derstand religion,” Mr. Clarke said of 
criticism. “You cannot find a religion 
[that has not been criticized]; the same 
is true of Mohammad, the same is true 
of Abraham...they were all misunder-
stood in their time.”

A belief of the organization that is 
often criticized is their practice of ar-
ranged marriages. In the pursuit of an 
“ideal family,” members often seek the 
council of Rev. Moon or their parents 
when getting married. Mr. Clarke, as 
the only Unificationist in his family, 
asked Rev. Moon to find his wife for 
him. In New York City, Rev. Moon 
scanned a ballroom full of believers for 
Mr. Clarke’s future wife. From a crowd, 

Rev. Moon pointed to one, a Japanese 
woman who spoke little English. Mr. 
Clarke said, “Reverend Moon basically 
grabbed my shirt and kind of shoved 
me towards her. He looked at the two 
of us together and he nodded.”

“She was obviously shocked,” Mr. 
Clarke remembered of his first encoun-
ter with his wife, Setsue Nakashima. 
After Rev. Moon decided upon the 
match the newly formed couple was 
directed to a room where they spoke 
for about 30 minutes with a translator’s 
assistance. “We could have rejected the 
match but it was a matter of taste and 
faith,” Mr. Clarke said. Interracial, inter-
religious, and international marriages 
are encouraged by Rev. Moon. “When 
I was asked if I would like to have an 

international marriage I said yes. I’ve 
always loved excitement and chal-
lenge,” Mr. Clarke said. “If people can 
learn to live together in marriage—dif-
ferent cultures, different ethnic groups 
from different countries you are at the 
beginning of world peace and it begins 
in the family,” Mr. Clarke said. 

Mr. Clarke explained his deci-
sion in the terms of a history lesson: 
“Historically…the idea of marrying 
for romantic love is a pretty new phe-
nomenon in the history of the world…
Marriage has to start with commitment 
and love often grows. I think the false 
notion we have about marriage is that 
‘I’m going to be so enamored it’s going 
to be like in the movies from the get go’ 
and it’s never like that. You are going to 
hit difficulties no matter who you are 
married to,” Mr. Clarke said.

After this initial introduction, Mr. 
Clarke and his future wife had a long 
distance relationship for two years. 
During this time, Setsue resided in the 
United States where she attempted to 
learn English  while doing mission-
ary work.  After this time, Setsue and 
Mr. Clarke were married. “There’s a lot 
of faith involved in this and I know 
that it’s very strange to many people,” 

Mr. Clarke admitted. So with faith, 
Mr. Clarke and Setsue were married 
with 1,200 other couples in a Family 
Federation mass marriage (example 
pictured above). “She’s not someone I 
might have picked for myself but she 
has many qualities that I need to be a 

better person and 
that’s the whole 
point.” 

Mr. Clarke’s 
other love that 
students do not 
spend as much 
time speculating 
over is, of course, 

teaching. Yet, teaching was not some-
thing Mr. Clarke initially thought of 
while growing up in California.  “I’ll tell 
[you] a funny story,” Mr. Clarke said, “In 
high school I took one of those occu-
pational aptitude tests surveys and it 
came out as teacher…I just was so em-
barrassed, I ripped the thing up and 
didn’t tell anyone. Among my friends 
being a teacher was like the worst thing 
you could ever do—who would ever 
want to spend any more time in high 
school than they already did?” Before 
Mr. Clarke’s fellow teachers scoff at 
such a remark, Mr. Clarke admits now 
how much he truly loves his job. “Some 
things you can’t escape,” he said with 
a smile.

Mr. Clarke was also the former 
debate coach. While he began debat-
ing as a teenager on his high school’s 
debate team, he also has real world 
debating experience. In his 20’s, on 
the streets of New York, Mr. Clarke en-
gaged in debate on the merits of his 
religion with those who passed by. “I 
would set up an easel on the streets 
of New York in different places and I 
would start giving a lecture, preach-
ing. And people would come up and I 
would get into these discussions and 

it was very interesting and sometimes 
they would have some debate there,” 
Mr. Clarke said.

While it is impossible to perfectly 
embody a complex human being into 
one word (or even a profile), there is 
one that seems to fit Mr. Clarke on all 
accounts: an idealist. “I’m an idealist, 
I always have been,” Mr. Clarke said. 
With this idealism, Mr. Clarke search-
es for a better tomorrow by looking 
at yesterday: “We talk about how his-
tory repeats itself. And the compari-
sons between America and Rome are 
many. America will perish, I think if 
we don’t get back to understanding 
that we have to live for more than just 
myself…The whole (Tony) Maddoff 
Ponzi scheme and this financial crisis 
is largely caused by people who are 
greedy and selfish and not thinking 
about what their actions will do to 
other people.”

In order to see a change in America, 
Mr. Clarke voted for President Obama. 
“I’m not a close-minded person,” 
Mr. Clarke said, “I believe that Barack 
Obama represented a good direction 
for the country. I don’t agree with all 
his policies but I think that if he can use 
what Teddy Roosevelt called the bully 
pulpit in a way to help people appreci-
ate the better angels of their nature and 
rise above their petty selfish interests 
that would be a great thing.” 

Regardless of his religious beliefs, 
marriage ideals, or political stances, Mr. 
Clarke is a teacher who has befriend-
ed his students. Mr. Clarke said, “The 
course that I’ve had as a member of a 
church has really forced me to be very 
self aware and understand who I am 
and that I have a limited time on this 
earth to make an impact.” There are 
those who would argue that Mr. Clarke 
already has made that impact.

A History Lesson on Love
Mr. Clarke’s Philosophy on Marriage, Religion, and Humanity’s Progression

N

Thinking Great Sandwich?
Think Uncles!

Mr. Clarke was married in a similar manner to this 
Family Federation marriage ceremony. Photo CouRteSy oF AFP.

“The idea of marrying for romantic 
love is a pretty new phenomenon in 

the history of the world.”
—Mr. Bruce Clarke, History Department

Mr. Bruce Clarke

By KIMBerLy MIcHeLs 
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Mysteries of the Bearded Man Revealed
Mr. Otterspoor’s Living on the Edge By cHrIs sHaKer

Book reVieW

Dewey
By Meg McIntIre

If as a little kid, or maybe even 
now, you’ve ever eaten a packet of 
sugar, you know the definition of 
sickly sweet. you understand how 
sometimes something in small 
doses is the most delicious thing 
you’ve ever tasted, but in large 
quantities makes you sick. the 
same goes for salt, vanilla extract, 
marzipan, and 288 page books 
about small town cats. 

Dewey: The Small-Town Library 
Cat Who Touched the World by 
Vicki Myron was one of the top 
three on The New York Times Best 
seller nonfiction list for nineteen 
weeks. For reasons that can’t be 
easily explained, americans seem 
to be hungering for something with 
the same sugary feeling as an un-
cooked cinnabon.

the book begins with Vicki 
finding a kitten curled up in the 
bottom of the book return box one 
night. apparently an intense bond 
formed between Dewey and Vicki: 
a bond that you, the lowly reader, 
can never even begin to fathom. 

What follows is supposed to be 
the story of how Dewey apparent-
ly touched the world, but it’s really 
just Vicki’s medical history/family 
problems/library drama/close-to- 
creepy bond with this cat. 

the first few chapters of the 
book are semi-enjoyable. there’s 
a cute little story about how the 
town held a contest to pick Dewey’s 
name (and they pick the most cre-
ative name I’ve ever heard for a 
cat that lives in a library). then, 
and this is the best part, there are 
about 20 pages devoted to how 
Dewey loves to eat rubber bands 
and how Vicki cracked down on all 
the other librarians to start hiding 
them so he wouldn’t die. 

But after that, things start going 
downhill. Vicki starts to delve a 
little too deeply into her own per-
sonal problems, talking about her 
alcoholic husband. then she tran-
scribes her medical history into 
four chapters.  

But what made me most un-
comfortable was how the author 
tended to show her teenage daugh-
ter in a bad light. she accused her 
of never wanting to spend time 
with her, not talking to her, siding 
with her father in the divorce even 
though Vicki had “sacrificed so 
much for her.” 

It feels like Vicki used this oppor-
tunity to dump her family problems 
on the poor reader, who thought 
they were going to be reading 
about a cute, fuzzy cat. But to that 
point, how Dewey actually touched 
the world is still a mystery to me. 
Vicki explains that because of 
Dewey, unemployed people were 
more willing to visit the library’s 
job desk. I honestly cannot under-
stand how people think Dewey 
changed the world just by sitting 
on some tax forms and looking 
cute. It makes no sense. I have half 
a mind to sue Vicki Myron for false 
advertising.

or maybe I should just calm 
down. I swear I haven’t always 
been this way. Maybe I’ve read 
one chuck Palahniuk book too 
many. It could just be that I’m 
biased against cats. But for what-
ever reason, I can honestly say that 
I’ve never been more overjoyed to 
finish reading a book in my entire 
life...and go pet my dog. N

Everyone knows the identity of the 
bearded man at Darien High School. 
But does each student know what’s 
behind his beard? What happened 
before it came into the world? Where 
this distinctive style originated, and 
why it was created? 

As a child, Mr. Sean Otterspoor had 
to wear leg braces because his fibula 
and tibia were literally growing in 
an outward curve. Being the curious 
and mischievous child that he was, 
Mr. Otterspoor would surreptitiously 
dismantle this contraption. Eventu-
ally his parents gave up on the leg 
braces and he went into a revolution-
ary method of treatment for the time: 
physical therapy. 

Mr. Otterspoor’s early life began in 
South Korea and Indonesia. His father 
repaired ships in these areas. “This al-
lowed me to have a different perspec-
tive on the world,” Mr. Otterspoor 
said. “For one I ate all different kinds 
of food, such as octopus.”
Mr.O’s Economically Safe 
V-Day Food List
1. Broken Heart-shaped candies
2. Big Plate of Loneliness
3.splurge for your sweetheart 20 
piece Mcnuggets
4. el champion Burrito from La salsa
5. Durian Fruit

Moving forward to our biology 
teacher’s academic years… “I always 
enjoyed being in school. I hated 
homework but I liked getting good 
grades. But ultimately I liked learning 
the most,” Otterspoor said. 

Not to anyone’s surprise, Mr. Otter-
spoor’s favorite subject was science. 
“Since the third grade I knew I want-
ed to be involved in science; I loved 
knowing how things work.” 

So why biology? “That’s because 
it’s the best way to learn the study of 
life. You can talk about everything: all 
sciences, people, animals and plants,” 
he said.  

But Mr. O’s advice to students ex-
tends beyond the scientific: “You may 
not be the best at something but you 
have to do your best. My mom always 
said even if I was a criminal, I should 
be the best criminal I can be and be the 
one who put the plan together - not 
the idiots who knew nothing, ‘cause 
then at least she could be proud.” 

For all of you out there who have 

difficulty with Mr. Otterspoor and his 
teaching methods, he has this to say: 
“I don’t mind if you fear me and my 
beard, but if you’re willing to work I’ll 
stay after school for 10 hours.”

When asked about the bearded 

man’s teaching style, senior Christy 
Lattimer said, “My semi-decent work 
ethic is the direct result of Mr. Ot-
terspoor’s verbal abuse in freshman 
bio.”

Some of Mr. Otterspoor’s teach-
ing overlaps with his struggles as a 
student. He was an atrocious speller 
and he says that’s why he never takes 
points off for spelling.

Just as he is now, Mr. Otterspoor 
was a very unique student at Trum-
bull High School. He joined his school 
newspaper, which at the time was 
comprised of about ten kids. Origi-
nally the reason Mr. O worked on the 
newspaper was to anger his English 
teacher. “She hated my style of writ-
ing which was not very traditional,” 

he said. 
   Mr. O wrote lots of music reviews 

because music was one of his pas-
sions. He also worked in a CD store. 
He especially loved Dave Mathews. 
“I was the guy with a big black van, a 

beard who was always driving around 
to concerts,” Mr. O said. He was very 
progressive as a child. He started a 
“Students Against Drunk Driving” or-
ganization at his school and programs 
that allowed inner-city students to 
switch schools with students in the 
suburbs for one day. 

But enough about the past. Many 
Neirad readers probably wonder what 
the bearded man does outside of 
school. He lives on the 2nd and 3rd 
floor of an East Norwalk house set 
on the ocean. His basement is full of 
tools. Mr. O has a big back porch, on 
which he loves to barbeque. 

In his free time Mr. O says, “I’ve 
recently been working on my guitar, 
and I’m in a band, that’s rock band by 

the way.”
Now getting away from his one-

person band, Mr. Otterspoor seems 
to have a way with affecting those 
around him. English teacher Emily 
Heiden had nothing but good things 
to say: “He is a very good person, not 
just crazy, and he always seems to 
know what he is doing. You can tell 
he is a very good teacher ‘cause he is 
just really good at explaining things 
to people in general, and not just bio,” 
Miss Heiden said. 

 Just like when he was a student 
at Trumbull, Mr. O seems to be very 
committed to activities outside the 
classroom. “He is just so involved in 
all parts of the school it seems,: Ms. 
Heiden said. “He’s a teacher all the 
time - in the summer, on the week-
ends, after school, he does Habitat 
for Humanity, Neirad, goes on trips 
over the summer with students from 
around the area, and you can just tell 
he was born for this.”

His students seem to feel the same 
way. “He’s funny, entertaining, and 
a great teacher. I would recommend 
botany with him to anyone,” said for-
mer student Larsen McDowell.

Now getting more into the edges of 
his personal life, Mr. O has been dating 
a woman for 10 years, but it doesn’t 
sound like they are necessarily going 
to marry - at least, not yet. “I don’t 
feel like I need to get married. I’m not 
looking for anybody else and I don’t 
feel like I need outside approval.” 

This of course brings us to another 
question: Being that Mr. O is a hard-
core believer in evolution and repro-
duction, is he planning on having 
children? 

“I’m around students so much, 
there are those times where I just 
want to go home and play Guitar Hero 
if you know what I mean. I feel like 
where I am in life, I won’t be able to do 
a lot of the things I do now because 
kids take up time.” 

But that does not necessarily mean 
the Otterspoor gene pool will stop: 
“Kids are an expensive pet. At the mo-
ment I’m just starting to have extra 
money, so when I get a house I’ll con-
sider it.” So there is some hope. Per-
haps one day our kids will be graced 
with another bearded man of his 
unique ilk. N

Mr. otterspoor propeling in Methven, New Zealand. 



With the freezing weather upon 
us, do you find yourself looking for 
ways to stay active in the winter 
season?  It’s not so easy to throw 
on your favorite pair of nikes 
and take a jog down the slushy 
street.  If you’re interested in more 
creative ways to stay active both 
indoors and outdoors during these 
frigid months of the year. Here are 
four great ways to keep moving!

1. you may have seen it done in 
the movies, but nothing is more 
thrilling than ice skating with 
your friends at rockefeller Plaza 
Bundle up, jump on a train, and 
head to this 122 x 59 foot rink.  the 
rink is open from october to april.  
It costs $12 to enter the rink from 
Monday through thursday and 
the hours are 9aM – 10:30PM.  on 
Fridays, saturdays, and sundays, 
admission is $16, and the rink is 
open from 8:30aM – midnight.  
skate rentals are $8.  so grab some 
cash, call your friends up on a snow 
day or weekend, and head to this 
ultimate destination for winter fun!

2. For a completely different 
experience much closer to home, 
try out Wii Fit.  the addiction to 
this extremely popular game 
has spread like wildfire.  If you 
have one, can get your hands on 
one, or have a friend who owns 
one, don’t hesitate to use it this 
winter.  Wii Fit has games that 
incorporate strength training, 
balance, and aerobics.  although 
it is difficult to replicate the 
intensity of real-life activities, Wii 
Fit allows you to virtually jump 
on a snowboard and fly down a 
mountain.  this indoor alternative 
is a great way to stay active and 
warm throughout the winter.

3. this activity may be mostly 
appealing to girls, but taking a yoga 
class can be extremely beneficial 
to your body.  the cleansing 
practice increases flexibility, 
lubricates joints, ligaments, and 
tendons, massages your organs, 
detoxifies your body, and tones 
muscles.  to find out how to get 
involved with classes in Darien, 
go to elementsyoga.com.  this 
yoga center is easily located on 
Heights road and offers classes 
for beginners, men, kids, and 
seniors.  If you’re looking for a fun 
and relaxing way to tone up this 
winter, get involved with yoga.

4. Finally, if you’re up for the 
ultimate adventure, hop in the car 
with some friends and take a drive 
to cromwell, connecticut, where 
the easily accessible Mohawk 
Mountain awaits.  the drive is 
about an hour and 45  minutes, but 
it will prove a do able drive for a 
fun, winter day trip.  Beginners can 
take lessons and enjoy the easier 
trails, while experts can challenge 
themselves on difficult courses.  
With skiing, snowboarding on 
any of the 25 trails.  this winter 
getaway has a $50 adult lift fee or 
$42 for juniors and offers complete 
rental packages for $38 adults, 
and $42 for juniors for skiing or 
snowboarding.  If you’re looking 
for a great way to stay active and 
have fun throughout the winter, 
don’t miss out on a trip here!

although the frigid weather may 
keep  you from your favorite outdoor 
activities, these are just a few 
ways to enjoy the winter season.  
these alternative activities, along 
with many others, are the best 
way to stay in shape and have a 
fun time regardless of the cold.
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Moderation of Motivation
Pasta Dinners to Secret Psyches: Over-the-Top Traditions of DHS Sports Teams  By LaUra DUrHaM

As you walk through the halls of 
DHS, both boys’ and girls’ sports teams 
can be seen dressing up to show team 
spirit. In recent years, DHS girls’ sports 
teams have taken its spirit to the next 
level.  From breakfasts and dinners to t-
shirts and secret psyches, teachers and 
parents are among those who believe 
these teams are going over the top. The 
question is: are they going too far? 

Pasta dinners and team breakfasts 
before school were implemented many 
years ago, but team members are now 
preoccupying themselves with deco-
rating shirts before every game, and 
making late night runs to CVS for 
candy to fill their secret psyche bags.

 From the students’ perspective, 
it is a way for the team to stand out 
and show spirit, but some parents 
are uneasy about the mounting cost 
throughout the season, and teachers 
are concerned about the distraction it 
causes in the classroom. 

Back in the day, sports teams would 
wear their jerseys on the day of the 
game and breakfasts and pasta dinners 
were required, but this still proved to 
be a distraction according to coach-
es.  As a result of this, Mrs. Suzanne 
MacLehose, a former assistant field 
hockey coach, along with the other 
coaches, made a decision to ban the 
team dinners and breakfasts. 

“The girls would repeatedly arrive 

to school late, and when it dis-
rupts school, it’s not worth it,” Mrs. 
MacLehose said.   

Obviously, the team breakfasts and 
pasta dinners have since returned, but 
Athletic Director Mr. John Keleher said 
that the coaches are trying to stay out 
of it.  As long as the dinners and break-
fasts don’t interfere with school, it is a 

fun way for the team members to bond 
and pump each other up before games 
some athletes say.

Secret psyches are a tradition for 
many teams to motivate players the 
day of a game, but they add pressure 
to some members.  

At the beginning of each sport’s 
season, names are picked out of a hat 
like “Secret Santa,” and the gifts that 
are given amongst the teammates 
throughout the season are known as 
secret psyches.  

On the day of almost every game, 
each member of the team is expected 
to bring a bag with candy, magazines, 
and other trinkets, for the player whose 
name they have picked. This gift is sup-
posed to get the players pumped up 
before the game.  

The Blue Wave Swimming and 
Diving team is well known for its 

great spirit and unique secret psyches.  
Junior swimmer Andrea Smelser said, 
“Toys and candy and sometimes CDs 
have kind of become our unofficial 
standard for secret psyches, it’s just 
something that we’ve always done.” 

Mr. Keleher said, “It may be fun, but 
at the end of the day, all of that sugar 
is not conducive to their best playing 
performance.”

Is it sensible for kids to be eating 
candy before performing actively? 
Aren’t there other secret psyche fill-

ers that can potentially start new tra-
ditions? 

Junior field hockey player Taylor 
Wells said, “Sometimes trying to find 
candy to put in the secret psyche is 
hard to do if we have a lot of work that 
night, but there are other, healthier, 
alternatives like an apple and a bag of 
Sun Chips, or a Gatorade and home-
made cookies.”  

Secret psyches can be added stress, 
even though they promote great team 
spirit.  

Dressing up seems to demonstrate 
the most school spirit and is undoubt-
edly seen during the Homecoming 
season and other specific dates, such as 
New Canaan games or senior days.  

Mr. Keleher feels that it’s good for 
the teams during big events such as 
those, but only in moderation; other-
wise, it’s over-the-top and expensive.  

Parents may easily spend over $100 
a season on candy, t-shirts, and team 
apparel. Is it really necessary to make 
a shirt to wear to school the day of 
each game? Is a bag of candy going to 
make a difference on a player’s outlook 
on a game? 

Every team is different, and some 
have more “extras” than others, but 
it can be concluded that sports teams 
these days, especially girls, have gone 
far beyond the parameters of team 
spirit.  N

From Basketball to Business
Eric Walsh Stands Out On the B-Ball Court and in the Business World

N

Alternatives 
to Athletics
By jorDen caPPIeLLo

N

Darien High School’s freshman 
basketball team has proven itself 
as a team to watch after it defeated 
Harding on December 17th. This vic-
tory was a big feat for the team con-
sidering that they’ve only ever beat 
Harding four times in recent years. 
This freshman team has 16 players to 
potentially thank for this successful 
start to the season, but shooting guard 
Eric Walsh seems to be a standout. 

Walsh began playing basketball 
in kindergarten and would spend 
his free time practicing with his dad. 
He continued improving his skills 
throughout middle school with his 
involvement on the travel team from 
5th to 8th grade. The team finished 
the season 17-0 and continued to win 
the championship that same year. 

Walsh now finds himself sharing 
the court with many of these famil-
iar ballers from his travel team days, 
such as fellow freshmen Jack Voigt, 
Bobby Weaver, and Tony Britton.

Walsh and Voigt have been play-
ing together since 5th grade and Voigt 

speaks highly of his longtime team 
mate. “He is a really good three point 
shooter and a spark to the team...once 
he gets going, he can make a shot from 
anywhere on the court. He is probably 
one of our lead-
ing scorers this 
year,” Voigt said.

Walsh’s tal-
ents do not end 
on the basket-
ball court. His 
amazing skills 
have extended 
to other sports, 
such as tennis 
and baseball . 
When not excel-
ling in basketball he can be found doing 
the same in math, another subject he 
has taken an interest. He also consid-
ers his math skills a talent, and is proud 
to be a freshman in a predominantly 
sophomore Algebra 2 classroom, a 
class that is even home to some juniors. 

His interest and familiarity with 
numbers has proved useful outside of 
school as well. Walsh has made a few 

business deals on eBay, both buying 
and selling. He is proud of selling his 
Nintendo Wii for $255 this past summer, 
which normally sells for $250, as well 
as his Playstation system for $230.

Walsh has proven himself a star 
player on the basketball court as well 
as a math whiz in the classroom. He 
is the perfect example of someone 
who has taken what he really loves 
and found a way to use his skills to 
his advantage. Eric Walsh finally fig-
ured out the answer to that infamous 
question in math classes - ”When will 
I use this in the real world?”

ERIC’S TOP FIVE
Basketball Players

1. Kobe Bryant (Los Angeles Lakers)
2. LeBron James (Cleveland Cavaliers)

3. Dwayne Wade (Miami Heat)
4. Dwight Howard (Orlando Magic)

5. Kevin Garnett (Boston Celtics)

Dear Neirad Sports Readers,
Neirad would like to formally introduce the Blue Wave Sports 

Blog. updated scores and recent events can be found at
bluewavesportsblog.blogspot.com.

eric Walsh

By LIzzIe KIrst

“Toys and candy and sometimes CDs 
have kind of become our 

unofficial standard for secret 
psyches, it’s just something that 

we’ve always done.”
—Andrea Smelser, Varsity Swimming junior

DHS athletes Michelle DeSoiza, kevin knapp, 
Hannah Lyons, Liz Calby, and Philip Stueber



Dearest Henry Francis Glavin,
I have been waiting for you for such a long time. 
Come and get me soon, baby.
Love, your license
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Dear Kelly Scholtz, I’ve secretly had a secret 
crush on you for two and a half years and 
I’ve been too scared to tell you. I love you.

Dear Glick,
Why Can’t we be friends? 
Can’t we put our differences aside?
From, Zac

To: Mr Speiser
Love: Mr Pavia
This is Just to 
Say
I’m sorry for 
cleaning
the mug that was 
on
your desk.
Forgive me but,
i t  was  just  so 
dirty
and sad.

Valentine’s Day Personals
Roses are Red, Violets are Blue, Here are Some Neirad Personals for You!

~M
Loe Vajar Forever 
and Always
~O

Stacie Baby your eyes 
are of sapphires, your hairs 
from an angel. Your voice is 
like a sweet symphony, you 
smell of roses.

To the one that makes me 
melt-Liz Morrissey. I have 
always loved you, but I 
could never compare to 
your boy. I love you. 

To my Darlingest 
Sarah D, 

Have a fabulous 
Valentine’s Day!! 

Love, 
a not-so-secret 

admirer.

To our Dearest Enlino, 
What’s in a computer? That which we call a fragile mani-
festation of technology. By any other backwards name 
we are linked, no, forever coded to you. 
Love, Print

To Brookie and Clemmy: 
Be my valentine, 
you’re beautiful. 
From, You Know

To: Metal Heads
“Take A Chance 

On Me”
Love: Abba

Editor’s Note: Due to the inappropri-
ate nature of a few personals, Neirad 
took the initative to edit and/or not 
publish those deemed to be insen-
sitive. Thank you for your under-
standing.

To: Chris
You’re our valentine. 
The sun shines when you put 
a smile on. 
Love, Clem and Brookie

Print: 
In rivalry, our mutual passion for journalistic 

integrity shines forth like the early morning dawn 
amidst fields of dew. (Don’t we write well?) 

~Online

Dear Jay Alter,
I love you so very much.
~your secret admirer

Dear - Hairy - Kid,
We love you. 
Sort of. 
Not really.
Love, Sarah and Jani

Dear 
Kaitlin,
Tim and 
Glick could 
never steal 
you from me. 
You are my 
inspiration.
With love 
and 
devotion,

Zac

To O:
I love you more.
~M

Dear Aly,
Age doesn’t mean 
anything to me.
From Dylan

Lesson sometime? 
So glad we made 
eye contact… 
:) xo, Danny

Dear 
Losers,
Good try.
-Kel

Dear Glick,
Can we interest you 
in a sandwich?
From, G-Twins

To Daniel and Chippy- You are so special to me.
Happy Valentine’s Day!  Love, Mommy

Dear T-Monkey,  I love  you so much!
Happy Valentine’s Day, Mommy

Dearest Robert-  Be mine on Valentine’s Day!
I love you to pieces-- to the moon!  Love, Mommy
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Dear Kaitlin,
Tim and Glick could never steal 
you from me. 
You are my inspiration.
With love and devotion,
Zac

Dear Mudsy:
Your name might be 
dirty, but you are my 
bright shining star.
From, Devotedly yours 

Peter Conley with children in Tanzania 

Remember the good old days...
...When you had a wide selection of full-service 

men’s clothing stores for your shopping needs?

Unfortunately, most of them are long gone.  But there is one that’s 
been serving Fairfield County customers since 1976 with friendly 
service, great selection, and reasonable prices.

Check out Edward Tunick...from socks to suits to outerwear.  You’ll 
even find a tall men’s department, tuxedo rentals and sales, and a 
large selection of women’s sweaters including handknits.  It’s the 
place for casual or formal wear.

Flip Flops - Ribbon Belts - Watches - Bags - Headbands - Key Rings

Noroton Heights Shopping Center
(Exit 10, Conn. Turnpike) Darien, Ct

203-655-1688
www.edwardtunick.com

Dear Kate,
You make me all giddy. 

You make my voice 
high. Can we evah be 

together?
From, Prom Date 09

Dear Chip Trix
You’re name’s not chip…or Trix. :)

Love A+K

Dear Timsy,
You strum my heart 

strings as well as 
Bruce could.
From, Mudsy

Dear Muddy, 
I wasn’t to 

squash you. 
Love, Tim

To: The Love Birds of DHS
Support the Gay-Straight 
Alliance with a valentine for that 
special someone this Valentine’s 
Day, Friday the 13th.
From: The Gay-Straight Alliance, 
you monkeys.

Eenkema I love you and your 
white pants. You are beautiful 
Lonyboo.

To: Nicole and 
Steven

Have a flippin 
absoloodle 

Valentines Day! 

To: Katie Baby
She’s in love with the- I’M 

ALIVE. Army pants and flip flops, 
one time she punched me in the 
face, it was awesome. I love you 
darling, from this moment on...

Love,
     “The Homecoming Queen”

Dearest Helen,
Age is but a 

number baby I 
don’t care,

I can be “stooper” 
hero, this I swear.

Yours, truly,
Richy Gee
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