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Over the years, Neirad has adapted to 
fit its readers. We’ve created an online 
edition to attract a younger audience; 
a sports blog for easy access to scores; 
and large colorful pictures to attract 
those students unmoved by qual-
ity writing or human-interest stories. 
And, starting in next month’s print 
edition, Neirad will begin a new era, 
moving from durable, pure white paper 
to a more gossamer, “lavatorial” stock. 
That’s right, starting in May Neirad will 
be printed on toilet paper.

“I think this change has been inevi-
table. What modern readers want is a 
multi-purpose medium, not just some-
thing you read once and throw away,” 
Neirad faculty adviser Stacey Wilkins 
said. Ms. Wilkins also added that the 
new format will increase the paper’s 
popularity. “Neirad is going to become 
a necessity in the school community. 
You’re going to see people reading 
issues weeks, even months after they 
come out. They’ll spot something new 
every time.”

In a recent unscientific poll of DHS 
students, a whopping 78 per cent re-
ported going to the bathroom as being 
a “negative experience,” while 14 per 
cent were “neutral” and only 8 per 
cent were “excited” to go to the bath-
room. With this new innovation, per-
haps those numbers will change. “I 
think people will be pleased with the 
change,” Neirad editor and senior Britt 
Gordon said, “Neirad is going to revolu-
tionize this school’s bathrooms.” Now 
students can look at multi-colored 

text or beautiful mastheads instead 
of blue tile floors and inappropriate 
drawings on the stalls. “Maybe kids will 
start wondering ‘I wonder who the boy 
cheerleaders are’ instead of ‘why is this 
seat so wet,’” Gordon 
said.

Ms. Wilkins 
said that Neirad 
w i l l  m a k e 
some chang-
es to accom-
modate the 
demands of 
its  new a u-
dience. “Each 
page will have a 
new, easy-to-tear 
perforated edge,” the 
advisor said. Other 
planned changes in-
clude more of a focus 
on cafeteria food and a 
new, front and back page feature en-
titled “news from the north.” “It’s going 
to be a monthly feature on what’s going 
on up at New Canaan High School. 
We expect it, due to our new format, 
to become especially popular,” Ms. 
Wilkins said.

All this being said, Neirad’s fidelity 
to its readers was not the only motiva-
tion for the change. “By combining our 
newspaper with our toilet paper, we’re 
cutting the school budget by 2.4%,” 
Principal Dan Haron said, “who knows; 
maybe next we’ll start printing Current 
on napkins!”

Despite the savings, both Mr. Haron 

and Ms. Wilkins state that the change 
had nothing to do with the paper’s 
budget cuts. “Nope, nothing. Totally 
nothing. Seriously,” Ms. Wilkins said. 
“It’s just very, very fortunate. And coin-

cidental,” Mr. Haron added.
Taking the same initia-

tive, Ivan Crowther and 
the rest of the “Blue 
Wave News” team pro-
posed installing min-
iature TVs playing the 
news on a loop above 
the urinals in the 
men’s rooms. “Kind 
of like they have at the 
ESPN Zone, maybe,” 
Mr. Crowther said. 
“That sounds stupid, 

o u r  i d e a ’s  b e tte r ,” 
Gordon said when asked 

to respond. “I agree,” 
junior Neirad reporter Ian 

Sullivan said. 
It’s often been said that all good 

things come to an end, and the same is 
true for school newspapers. But it’s also 
been said, to quote the immortal band 
Semisonic, that “every new beginning 
comes from some other beginning’s 
end.” Alas, the end of the high-quality 
stock days for Neirad are the beginning 
of the toilet-stock days. “Our funda-
mental goal is to get more eyes on our 
content, and that’s exactly what we’re 
doing with this change,” Gordon said. 
Neirad has always been important, but 
from here on out it will serve dual pur-
poses.

The widely panned yet widely 
watched “The Jersey Shore” has just 
hit the streets of Darien.  After the 
first season, MTV producers have been 
searching to find the perfect spin-off 
for this summer’s TV lineup.  The new 
show that they have proposed is called  
“The Long Island Shore” and would 
focus on high school students along 
with their interactions with one anoth-
er.  Producers have been searching for 
an affluent suburban community and 
when they came to Fairfield County, 
Darien won their hearts over. 

For those of you unfamiliar with the 
popular reality show “The Jersey Shore,” 
it was filmed in Seaside Heights, New 

Jersey last fall.  The 

show follows the lives of eight banal 
cast members spending their summers 
together in Seaside. 

After a hilarious and successful 
first season, MTV producers have 
been trying to branch out in creating 
a reality show that appeals to the lives 
of high school students.  Darien High 
School history teacher Mark Stepsis is 
a huge fan of the show and is the sole 
reason for fueling MTV’s interest.  He 
suggested Darien for the show in late 
December and was called back by the 
producers in February to help recruit 
DHS students to star in it.

“I thought Darien would be a perfect 
environment for the show because of 
the very outgoing and hilarious stu-
dents the school encompasses.  I 

can’t wait 
to see what 
the show 

will be like,” Mr. Stepsis said.
Producers of the show have already 

rented two houses on Contentment  
Island for the months of June and July. 
The show was approved by MTV in late 
January, and producers are starting to 
interview teens.

The premise is a look at wealthy 
Connecticut teenagers spending their 
summers on the Long Island Shore.  
The students will live in two of the 
houses on Contentment Island along 
with six other roommates for two 
months.  The storyline will be driven by 
the interaction between the students 
and the concept of how young adults 
use their parent’s money to solve their 
problems.

The interviewing process has been 
going on for the past couple months 
and juniors Jake Weil and Dylan Hurd 

have already signed on to join the 
cast. 

“I feel like I would be a perfect con-
testant for the show because of my per-
fect attitude.  I would definitely bring 
that Hollywood spirit that everyone 
loves and be just like the Situation in 
the real show,” Hurd said.

When Hurd was asked about what 
he would bring to the show, he said, “I 
will bring the laxer attitude that I have 
burning deep down inside me. I’ll try 
to represent the athletic and affluent 
personalities in D-Town.”

After hearing what Dylan Hurd 
had said, Weil said in reply, “I 
would definitely win over 

America.  I would bring that preppy 
attitude toward the show, wearing 
Vineyard Vines salmon-colored pants 
which I wear so often. Dylan could 
never last on that show for more than 
a couple of days.”

The other six contestants have still 
not yet been determined, as the show 
will not be aired for another three 
months.  The show has also been 
making headlines in Hollywood, as 
some critics call it a “slanderous yet 
hilarious view on wealthy teenagers.” 

Already, many Darien High School 
students feel the show accurately 

represents  Darien. Sophomore 
Nicole Appleby fervently sup-
ported the show saying, “This is 
Darien’s chance  to finally get on 

the map.”
The Long Island Shore 
h a s  b e e n  swe e p i n g 

the nation by storm.  
Although only two 
students have been 
accepted for the show, 
MTV producers have 
been thrilled with the 
Darien High School 

students because of 
their “Hollywood like,” 

attitudes. The premiere 
will be on June 22 at 7pm 
on MTV.  Please support 
the lax and preppy bros 
on the show.
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Grade-Crazy
The Grizzly Finger Pointed at ASPEN
by matt pik

Read it and Wi   e
Neirad’s New Motto: MOTP (Made on Toilet Paper)  
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Instituted at the beginning of the 
school year, the online grade-sharing 
network ASPEN was instantly regard-
ed as a major success to parents and 
students alike. 

Fast forward to the present day, and 
the once-cherished grading system is 
now in the midst of a thorough inves-
tigation after it induced massive grade 
paranoia across campus. Although rare, 
the anxiety illness nicknamed “grade-
insanity” has caught on at DHS, and 
many students are suffering from its 
symptoms. 

When scanning the school library 
during free periods, students of all ages 
seem to be busily partaking in quick 
“ASPEN checks”, whether it is checking 
to see if the recent math test results are 
up, or how their grade-point average 
has shifted in the past hour. 

“I struggle to make it a full day with-
out at least one update on ASPEN,” 
sophomore Danny Rizzuto said. “It’s 
part of my routine now, I’m addicted.” 

While consumed in the multitude of 
glorious features ASPEN has to offer, 
an anxiety mentality begins to settle 
in as a result of the so-called “grade 
insanity.” Even with all the willpower 
in the world, DHS students are fall-
ing like flies out of school due to the 
mental stress of ASPEN. “Our office 
has been filling up lately with more 
kids than usual,” said DHS nurse Kim 
Karas. “Most of them seem jittery, and 
overall just on edge.” 

Clearly, the constant anticipation 
and uneasiness involved in the ASPEN 

process has been tied to the rise of 
paranoia among students. Sophomore 
Geoff Leeker describes the experience 
as “painful”, knowing that all of his 
grades are out in the open for his par-
ents to see.

“All the stress has definitely gotten 
a hold of me, but I’m trying to not let 
the paranoia keep me out of school,” 
Leeker said. 

The increase of student absences 
has forced Principal Dan Haron and 
the entire Board of Education to reach 
a consensus in which they will tempo-
rarily shut down ASPEN until further 
conclusions can be drawn. 

As the DHS administration and 
Board of Education continue to reach 
a decision on the permanent state 
of ASPEN, several precautions about 
grade-insanity have been made public. 
Any students with bloodshot eyes, 
carpal tunnel syndrome, elevated blood 
pressure, or increased heartbeat direct-
ly after entering their ASPEN account 
should be seen by a medical staff im-
mediately.

After its high praise and popularity 
back in the beginning of the year, the 
ASPEN grading network seemed like it 
would never reach its demise. But all 
good things must come to an end, or, 
in some cases, turn a student body into 
ravenous and restless grade-grubbers. 
And one last thing, what does the ac-
ronym ASPEN really mean? 

Anxiety, Stress, and Paranoia 
Enabling Network. Now you know.
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One of the hottest topics in our 
small town is the Board of Education’s 
budget. Darien Public Schools is strug-
gling to find money in the midst of 
the recession. Town officials are fret-
ting over what to cut in next year’s 
budget, and residents are concerned 
the quality of education will be nega-
tively affected.

Town of Darien, worry no more! The 
keen eye of Neirad has spotted several 
costly programs and items Darien High 
School can easily live without. In fact, I 

do believe that by taking away money 
in the right places, our school will 
change for the better.

Due to increased enrollment over 
the years, the DHS population has sig-
nificantly grown. Students notice this 
growth most prominently in the cafe-
teria, where lunch lines are longer and 
students are crammed closer together. 
The addition of a fourth lunch slot will 
be in place next year, but this will not 
solve the problem. The student body 
will continue to grow, but the size of 
the cafeteria will not expand to accom-
modate them.

What takes up the most space in 
the caf? It is not the students, but the 
tables. Tables and chairs are also ex-
pensive, needing to be replaced period-
ically as they break. It is in the school’s 
best interest to eliminate these lux-
uries, as doing so would ease both 
budget issues and overcrowding. 

The benefits do not stop there. 
While tables may seem like an innocu-
ous piece of furniture, they are in real-
ity a medical hazard. With the majority 
of Americans overweight, obesity is 
clearly a problem. This may be caused 
in part by the prevalence of tables in 
our country. Nearly all eating estab-
lishments have tables, allowing people 
to order as much food as they want. 
Without tables in our cafeteria, stu-
dents will only be able to eat as much 
food as they can fit in their laps, pre-

venting the dangerous consequences 
of overeating.

To stay in shape, students partici-
pate in physical education, but at what 
cost? Broken equipment or deflated 
balls need to be fixed every now and 
then, and this maintenance is certainly 
not free. Neirad proposes the elimina-
tion of sports from gym class, replac-
ing dodgeball and badminton with a 
fitness program.

There would be no need for equip-
ment in this proposed program, thus 
no cost. Instead of spending their gym 
period causing wear and tear on tennis 
rackets or basketballs, students will be 
spending the half hour running and 
doing exercises such as push-ups or 
crunches.

The physical education department 
will always have a group of students 
pedaling away on bicycles that will 
generate wind to power the school in 

an eco- and cost-friendly way. As well as 
saving dollars, this physical education 
program will also save lives. Such a rig-
orous training regimen promotes lon-
gevity, unless the student dies under 
the intensity of the workout.

Another program at DHS that can 
easily take some cutbacks is the art de-
partment. Because art is such a popular 
elective, the department goes through 
endless amounts of paint, clay, and 
supplies. Neirad recognizes the impor-
tance of the creative outlet the art de-

partment provides, but in these trying 
economic times we must seek out cre-
ativity at a lesser fee.

Celebrated artist Ad Reinhardt said, 
“The more stuff in it, the busier the 
work of art, the worse it is. More is less. 
Less is more.” Neirad urges the DHS Art 
Department to adopt this view. Out 
with the costly paintings that decorate 
our hallways, in with minimalism! A 
blank canvas, using no precious budget 
money for paint, can say much more 
than a highly-detailed painting.

These cuts will certainly help deal 
with our school’s budget problems, 
but to truly combat the issue we must 
look at one of DHS’s biggest unnec-
essary drains on money: electricity. 
Of course we cannot do away with all 
electricity, as technology is an impor-
tant part of the learning experience, 
but non-vital luxuries such as lighting 
and heating can be cut.

This may seem extreme, but humans 
had survived for millennia without 
these amenities before the commer-
cialization of electricity in the late 19th 
century. In our environmentally con-
scious society, going green will not 
only save our budget, but the entire 
world. Clearly, a return to our roots 
is in order.

For those who feel chilly in the 
winter or like to be able to see what 
they are reading, Neirad suggests the 
Snuggie. This magical blanket can keep 

students from freezing in the non-
heated classrooms, while still enabling 
them to do their schoolwork or hold a 
psychology baby.

Many have wondered why the 
Snuggie comes with a book light, but 
clearly it is for situations like this. 
Students can use said light to illu-
minate their notebook, thus making 
the need for a school-wide lighting 
system obsolete. DHS can make some 
much-needed extra cash and elevate 
school spirit by selling Blue Wave Pride 
Snuggies.

So there it is, Darien Board of 
Education: the answer to your ques-
tions. Darien Public Schools can still 
achieve its high level of academic suc-
cess without breaking the bank, and 
promote health, creativity, and envi-
ronmental awareness in the process.
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Parents of Darien High School 
athletes across the town are outraged. 
Back in February, in order to help meet 
the 10.1% cut on the school’s operat-
ing budget, a new policy called “Pay 
to Play” was implemented. It requires 
athletes to pay a $100 fee to participate 
in any sport at DHS, something not 
supported by parents. 

“I don’t have the extra $100 for 
my son to play lacrosse at the high 
school” complained one mother. “If I 
fork over that cash, how will I pay for 
my Starbucks, nail treatments, and 
Equinox?”

“Nope, not going to happen,” stated 
one father, getting off the train after a 
long day of work on Wall Street. “$100 
for a day of good golf seems like a lot 
better deal than $100 for a season of 
basketball,” he said.

Another father close by added that 
his son’s “money for football just 
went into a $125 oil change for his 
Mercedes.”

Parents also seem to be unani-
mously worried about the state of their 
vacations. When one family was given 
the news of “Pay to Play” just after re-
turning from their ski house in Aspen, 

they seemed dumbfounded.
“Hey, there’s a recession out there! 

How can they expect me to pay for my 
children to play sports? How am I sup-
posed to pay for my house in Aspen, 
the one in Key West, and the beach 
house in Watch Hill?” the father said, 
looking forlorn.

Other families are already planning 
to cut back on some “unnecessary” 
expenses. One family that declined to 
be named out of embarrassment has 
stated that they “will be cutting school 
supplies out of the family budget this 
year.”

When asked if the $100,000 initiation 
fee at the Country Club was completely 
necessary, one member of the family 
responded, “Please, be reasonable.” 
Author’s Note: Neirad regrets not being 
reasonable, and offers full apologies to 
the family offended. 

A minor protest was held outside 
Darien Town Hall the night after the 
decision to implement “Pay to Play”, 
with many Darien parents out to pro-
tect themselves from “the town, which 
is stealing our cash” claimed one pro-
tester. “We give the town our money, 
and what do we get back? Nothing!” 

 When the reporter on the scene 
tried to explain that kids were able 
to play sports because of the money, 
the protestor became confused to an 
extreme extent, and went right back 
to protesting.

One parent at the protest was wor-
ried about his ability to pay, and 
whether or not his son would be able 
to “lax it up this spring.” 

When hearing this new pay-to-play 
fee, a few hockey parents expressed 

their concern that their children may 
not be able to “dangle” in the future. 

But the night may have best been 
summed up when a parent climbed on 
top of a chair to rally the protestors. As 
he spoke fiery words filled with passion 
about how “dank it is to be a Darien 
athlete,” a $100 dollar bill fell out of 
his pocket and was swept away by the 
wind. No one seemed to notice.
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While walking down the in-
stitutional high school hall-
ways, it’s not often that you’ll 
spot a person wearing the sea-
son’s biggest trends hot off the 
runway. However, this year we are lucky 
to have such a student at DHS.  

You may be wondering who 
this fashionista is…. it’s James 
Shanley. New to the Darien 
High School community, as 
he transferred from Fairfield 
Prep in the fall, this fashion-
forward junior is definitely 
making a statement. With a 
wardrobe full of Hawaiian 
shirts, red pants, and, 
yes, even overalls, James 
Shanley, or  often 
known simply as 
“Shanley,” is a 
name to watch 
o u t  f o r  i n 
the fashion 
world. 

W h e n 
asked to de-
s c r i b e  h i s 
style in one 
word, Shanley 
said his would defi-
nitely be phresh. “Since 
in general I am a very phresh 
person, obviously my style 
would follow.”

Where does Shanley 
get such a knack for style? 
Shanley claims that look-
ing to famous celebrities 
is the key to obtaining a 
cool and confident ward-
robe. “The inspiration for m y 
outfits usually comes from the massive 
piles of InTouch and People magazines I 
keep in my room. One of my favorite 
things to do is sit in bed with fuzzy 
slippers while looking at what fashion 

icons, like Rihanna and Brad Pitt, are 
wearing and then copy their style.”

While Shanley’s sense of style is 
one of the hippest in this tradition-

al town, comfort and convenience 
are also things that he strives to 

achieve with his wardrobe. “My 
favorite outfit I own is def my 
overalls. They are the epit-
ome of comfort and have 
a large amount of elegant 
pockets, which are perfect 
because I can store things 
like my GameBoy and rice 

crackers for snack time.” 
When it comes to brands, 

Shanley is all about the 
price. “Dickies is the way 
to go with designers. 
That’s the company that 
makes my overalls and 
they never let me down. 
Personally, I highly 
advise against any 
company that makes 
you spend more than 
$20 on any item.” 

You may wonder 
how he gets his 
trendy wardrobe 
at such low prices.  

For Shanley, you 
j u s t  h a v e  t o 
know how to 
pick ‘em. He 
also encour-
ages people 
t o  c o n s i d -
er  wearing 
items from 
other family 
m e m b e r s . 
This fashion 

advice is the 
secret we’ve all 

been waiting for 
as he claims it 

will give anyone a unique and stylish 
wardrobe…something that is hard to 
find in stores these days.

These infamous overalls have even 
been featured on the runway re-
cently and are going over huge 
with many of today’s top de-
signers such as Ralph Lauren, 
Jean Paul Gaultier, and Roberto 
Cavalli.

Shanley can’t wait for his 
purchases of flannel shirts 
and Timberlands to 
arrive, as he feels 
this  is  really 
g o i n g  t o 
c o m p l e te 
the “over-
alls look.” 
“ I n  t h e 
spring, I’m 
planning to 
break out my 
cowboy hat as 
well.” 

Shanley highly 
recommends pick-
ing up a pair of these 
overalls at the Army and 
Navy Store in Norwalk...
they are all the rage this 
season and are a must-
have in anyone’s closet. 
So for those of you who 
have been reluctant to 
buy your first pair of 
overalls... there is no 
better time than the 
present to accept, 
e m b r a c e ,  a n d 
indulge in this 
latest frenzy!

W i t h o u t  a 
d o u b t ,  t h e 
DHS commu-
nity is taking 
a notice to 

this phresh forward wardrobe, as 
he continually sports the hottest 
trends each season. When asked about 
Shanley’s modish clothing, sophomore 

Lauren Perry added, “Shanley’s 
sense of style is what makes 

Shanley… Shanley. I 
really look up to 

him. One day I 
wish I could 
take up the 
courage and 

f o l l ow  h i s 
amazing fash-

ion sense.” 
Even DHS teach-

ers have begun to 
notice Shanley’s 
u n i q u e  s t y l e . 
Chemistry teacher 
Pamela Zago said, 
“I love his out-
fits. They really 
match his spir-
ited personality 

to perfection.”
Not only does 

Shanley strut the 
hottest trends, 

he is willing to 
help out the 
D H S  c o m -
munity by 
offering out 
h i s  f a s h -
ion advice.

Sophomore 
Mike Stovall 

said, “Whenever 
I need help with 

what to wear, 
S h a n l ey  i s 
d e f i n i t e l y 
t h e  g o - t o -

guy. He never fails to come up with 
new ideas for any situation, and gives 
you his honest opinion.”

So what does this fashionista pre-
dict will be the new fad this upcoming 
season? “I don’t wanna give anything 
away, but I’m pretty confident that lime 
green will be the new craze (hot pink 
may come with it). Pretty much…Lily 
Pulitzer is coming back, baby!”

Shanley has received countless offers 
from major fashion icons to come 
design for them such as Target and 
even the ever so popular Wal-Mart.

He admits that he has also been 
asked to model on several occasions, 
including invitations from top mod-
eling agencies such as Elite and Eileen 
Ford. However, he has declined all these 
opportunities.

“I feel that if I broke out into the 
fashion world, I would throw everyone 
topsy tervy with my amazing fashion, 
which would eventually lead to the de-
struction of the universe as we know 
it,” Shanley said. Even with the tempt-
ing offers at hand, Shanley could not 
take this risk.

Throughout the fall, you might have 
noticed Shanley’s “dailey outfits.” “The 
daily outfits are gonna come back once 
it gets warmer again. It was just too 
cold for some of my days, so I retired 
them for the winter.”

If you want to follow along with the 
daily outfit trends this spring, the days 
are as follows:

“A lot of people may judge me and 
my outfits, but I think that until they 
have tried it they don’t have any right 
to hate on it,” spoken in the words of a 
sheer fashion forward genius. 
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Shanley’s Style Shines On
Fashion Trends Brought from the Catwalk to the Hallways  by katie stueber

N

Monday- Messy Monday
Tuesday- Tropical Tuesday
Wednesday- Wacky Wednesday
Thursday- Tacky Tie Thursday
Friday- Farmer Friday

COD Junkies  
Bring Craze to 
School 
CAuTION: Shooters Camped Out in 
DHS Bathrooms  by blair pelley

N

DHS’s very own James 
Shanley

Imalittlepony wakes up bright and early to start his day of shooting before classes

Photo courtesy of Charles Spivey

At 7 am Live4COD17 woke up, signed 
into Xbox Live, and started looking 
for some people to kill on Call of 
Duty Modern Warfare 2. Some of the 
students of Darien High School have 
recently stopped going by their birth 
names and going by their Gamertags, 

or online IDs.  This is causing great 
confusion among teachers at DHS.  
This new Call of Duty  (aka COD) craze 
has also brought concern to Darien’s 
administration as kids are getting so 
caught up in the game they are bring-
ing fake weapons to school.

K i d s  a r e  w a l k i n g 
through the halls with 
fake M-16s, SCARs, and 
UMP .45s in their back 
packs. The school board is 
trying to figure out what to 
do.  The guns are fake, but 
this shouldn’t be allowed 
right? The COD enthusi-
asts caused a math teacher 
to pass out when one of her 
students pulled out a fake 
Desert Eagle and started 
emptying out his other 
pockets with other weap-
ons.  The teacher called it 
horrifying and the student 
called it “gun selection.”

Since the Darien hand-
book doesn’t have a section 
on bringing fake weapons 
to school, the adminis-
tration is having a hard 
time deciding what to do.   
Meanwhile, kids are walk-
ing around school with 
fake guns and sometimes 
“fake fighting” with them, 
pointing at each other and 
making noises.  But no one 
is getting hurt so where is 
the bad?  Some students 
are scared while others 

just find it amusing.  Kids fighting with 
fake guns, making sound effects, and 
calling each other “Soap” and “Roach” 
seems to amuse most of the students 
at DHS.

The administration wants to put a 
stop to this “nonsense” and make it 
against the school rules, but for now 
the students of Darien are making the 
most of it.  A part of the janitorial staff 
claimed that he found senior TJ Ganser 
hiding in one of the trash cans (pictu-
erd) and when asked what he was doing 
Ganser replied, “COD isn’t a game…it’s 
a lifestyle.”

A nurse said she had four boys walk 
into her office screaming, “he’s been 
shot!” referring to their friend who 
they were holding. After the nurse 
wiped off the red marker the students 
were sent back to class.  Nurses say that 
they have “treated” 15 kids in the past 
week for COD related injuries, which 
usually involves washing off their 
wound with water. The nurses are like 
the students—they are amused by the 
new obsession among some students.   
They’ve even started stocking up on 
individual first-aid packs to help heal 
the “wounded.”

Some English teachers have interest-

ingly given in to the sniper-obsessed 
students in the heat of things.  Much of 
the department has decided to give out 
grades as experi- ence points 
to level up. Higher 
points are 
g i v e n  i n 
a c c o r d 
w i t h 
b e t t e r 
g r a d e s 
r e c e ive d 
o n  t e s t s , 
quizzes, and 
papers.  So far, 
the trend has made 
for happy gamers and 
teachers!

There’s also been 
talk about the honor role 
being replaced with Prestige 
Mode.  While in the actual game it 
is obtainable after reaching Level 
70, the administration may take 
advantage of the COD rage and 
reward students with high aca-
demics not with the honor role, but 
with Prestige Mode.  The idea doesn’t 
look too promising, but a gamer can 
hope!

Field trips may also be replaced 

with real life missions.  Students have 
started to ask about receiving credit 
for bringing their “campaigns” to the 
Middle East, Russia, oil rigs, or wherever 
else their missions may take them, and 
fight the Ultranationalists. Students 
are calling it an abroad program so 
that they can take down international 

plots with each other, under the 
name “Task Force 141.” “It could be 

similar to the China Exchange 
Program,” one COD-crazed 

student said.
Some students think 

it’s just a fad and will 
die down in a few 

weeks.  But 
a c c o r d i n g 
to the boys 
w h o  p l ay, 

they will love 
it forever and 
consider even 

living the dream in 
college.  Live4COD17 said, “I’m 

going to college next year and 
if my roommate doesn’t play COD 

we will have some serious problems. 
I mean me not playing COD is like an 
undefeated team losing, it just doesn’t 
add up.”

Som
e students’ weapon 

of choice

A COD gamer found hiding in a trash can by a janitor



April 
Fools

Sloof lirpa www.Neirad.org april fool’s day 20104

Bobby Nolan

Michael Wohlberg

George Benitez



April 
Fools

Michael Wohlberg

George Benitez

april fool’s day 2010 www.Neirad.org Sloof lirpa 5

Dull Bells
Bells to Be Cut from the Budget    
by sean Gill

Instead of cutting the sports pro-
gram or laying off teachers, the Board of 
Education has decided to cut bells from 
the budget. Yes, that means the clang-
ing sound won’t pound into our brains 
at 7:40am each morning anymore.

“I’m just glad they didn’t cut tennis 
from the budget.” senior tennis cap-
tain Charlie Taylor said. “I would rather 
lose the bells than another state cham-
pionship.”

Bells have been a long time high 
school tradition, but they haven’t 
been around forever. In colonial times, 
schools were mostly one-room build-
ings with one teacher who started and 
dismissed class on his or her own time. 
In fact, up until about a century ago 
schools did not have the electricity to 
summon students to class. 

“Bells can be a distraction, espe-
cially when it gets close to the end of 
the period,” band instructor Carolyn 
Whinnem said. “There are times when 
I have to say something important after 
the bell rings but when the bell rings 
students’ ears turn off and they don’t 
listen to anything I say.”

In the new system, teachers will be 
responsible for starting and ending 
class on time, something that could be 
beneficial to students, but it could also 
have costs if a teacher holds his class for 
longer than he is supposed to.

“The bell costs $62.50 to ring each 
time, and it costs $10,000 a month to 
maintain the complex bell system.” 
Principal Dan Haron said. “The way 
I see it this is thousands of dollars a 
month that we are spending unnec-
essarily.” 

Ever wonder how all of the school’s 
clocks are always in synch? Ever wonder 
how the bell always rings at the right 
second? Ever wonder how a clock 
knows when to stop and re-adjust its 
time to other clocks in the school? The 
job of keeping the clocks and bells in 
line falls to the bell man. 

“The bell man works behind the 
scenes to keep the clocks in order,” 
the bell man said in this exclusive in-

terview (he prefers to remain anony-
mous). “I don’t think anyone really 
knows about the bell man, people just 
think the clocks re-adjust on their own 
and the bells ring magically.”

Now that the bell man will be leav-
ing, his lack of presence will be noticed. 
If clocks get off, teachers will have to re-
adjust the clocks on their own.  

The big question is will the school 
still run smoothly? Are students and 
teachers ready for increased respon-
sibility?

“When I’m eating lunch the clock is 
wrong sometimes and I can’t hear the 
bell when it rings, so I stay at lunch 
until I finish eating everything which 
causes me to be late. My teacher gets 
mad when I walk in late and I just say 
I couldn’t hear the bell and my teacher 
lets me off the hook because of the bell.
Which makes me wonder, why do we 
have bells in the first place if we can’t 
hear them?” Taylor said. “When the 
bells are gone, I won’t have the excuse 
‘I couldn’t hear the bell,’ so I will actu-
ally be more motivated to get to class 
on time.”

There was a day a few months ago 
when the bell man was sick and the 
bells didn’t ring for an entire school-
day. Even though the bells didn’t ring, 
classes started and ended smoothly 
and there were no problems.

“This was a big eye opener for me 
and the Board of Ed. I realized that the 
school doesn’t actually need bells to 
run smoothly,” Mr. Haron said. “Many 
schools around the world can’t afford 
bells but still manage to provide qual-
ity educations, so this inspired me 
to believe that we do not need bells 
either.”

With the bells being cut, the only 
downside is that the bell man is now 
unemployed. 

“I am not upset or anything, I knew 
it was bound to happen sometime.” the 
now unemployed bell man said. “It was 
quite a dull job anyways.”

Bye Bye Blinker
Trust Me, I’m a Doctor    
by connor mccartHy

Hello. My name is Dr. Connor. Many 
of you do not and did not know that I 
have a doctorate in medicine, and a jeal-
ousy inducing ability to successfully di-
agnose any illness. This week on “Trust 
Me, I’m A Doctor”, we explore the haz-
ards of driving with a disease. 

I was standing in my house making 
plans to go out. As my mother gently 
placed my coat on my fragile young 
body, everything I knew was glorious 
and safe. After flinging the door open 
and giggling, I tread the path to my 
lovely car, and plopped  onto my seat. 
I had with me: one (1) jacket taken off 
after immediately leaving the house, 
two (2) rotund and extraordinarily safe 
buttocks, and one (1) iPod with cas-
sette adapter.

My fingers trembled in the cold as 
I fumbled for my keys. Oh you damn 
Volvo station wagon and your freez-
ing steering wheel. I backed out of my 
icy driveway and stopped short to let a 
Subaru pass by. The roads were icy, 
but it looked as if 
it was going to be 
a grand old day. My 
Spongebob lunch-
box was slightly 
chilled, and my juice 
box was all ready 
to be drunk. School, 
here I come!

I traversed the gla-
cial length of Holmes 
Avenue before coming 
to a stop sign. That was 
when disaster hit. I sud-
denly couldn’t feel the 
fingers on my left hand! 
I couldn’t touch the indi-
cator! Dumbstruck, I tried 
and tried and tried, but 
could not manage to bring myself to 
show which way I was turning – I real-
ized that I had been hastily plagued by 
Digitus Paralysis, a terrible disease that 
afflicts many high school students. For 
everyone out there who is not an M.D. 
(like I am), this basically means that 
you can’t use your blinker.

Now as horrific as this seems, this 
did not actually happen to me. This was 
just a story to illustrate the dangers of 
this terrible disease that renders the 
fingers on the left hand completely use-
less. Many people have ridiculed this af-
fliction, but be not fooled by the cute 
Latin name or the lack of seriousness… 
this is very serious.

Digitus Paralysis affects four out of 
every six high school students accord-
ing to experiments performed by smart 
people (like me). Digitus Paralysis at-
tacks the nerve endings of the brain. 
These nerve endings trigger powerful 
actions in the cerebellum, most nota-
bly the worst of all – sheer laziness. It 
seems that idleness and inactivity once 
again take a toll on the high school pop-
ulation. The first recorded case was in 
2007, after an accident involving a Jeep 
and a healthy sized Suburban with the 
license plate “SCR MOM”. This 
was a  sad, 

sad day.
But wait, there’s more! Not 

only does this disease affect high 
school students, but it has environ-
mental symptoms as well. One is more 
susceptible to this disease for a fair 
few reasons.

1. If one has bleached blonde hair, 
the dye will make the nerve endings 
more sensitive and will enable the dis-
ease to get through the mushy skull. 

(It’s better to let it go gray ladies!)

2. If one has an unnecessarily large 
car – such as a suburban – that has the 
sole purpose of giving lots of space to 
three children, all wearing oversized 
flat brimmed hats and Blue Wave 
buddy shorts, then the disease will 
manifest itself in the massive amount 
of space in the back. Investigations are 
being made into why driving a subur-
ban gives you this tremendous dis-
ease.

3. If one already suffers from lazi-
ness, this disease will definitely affect 
both driving ability and the ability to 
make anyone driving behind you go 
postal.

As you can see, this is a grave infec-
tion, and the only way to treat this is 
s h e e r willpower. As willpower is in-

troduced into the brain, the 
left hand becomes looser, 
and more motion is extend-
ed to one’s digits. Through 
this process, movement is 
released back into the hand, 
and the consequences of 
being a complete moron 
and not indicating are 
gone away.

To combat Digitus 
Paralysis we must raise 
awareness and report 
any signs of symptoms. 
Through these actions, 
we can hopefully find 
a cure. Until then, we 

can only hope for a better day, a day 
where the sun shines bright, freedom is 
never oppressed, and blinkers are used 
universally without dire consequences. 
For now – brace yourself, and beware 
of any large car bearing the title “SCR 
MOM”. It holds stickers saying “Cape 
Cod” and “My daughter is an honor stu-
dent.” Beware this fiend, and godspeed 
to all adolescent drivers.

Trust me, I’m a doctor.

It’s 7:30am. As they stroll through 
the main entrance doors most students 
can barely contain their incredible en-
thusiasm. Other teens are scrambling 
to finish the mounds of homework so 
generously supplied to them by their 
teachers in the library. But there are 
some individuals who set themselves 
apart from the rest of the student body. 
Instead of dedicating their last 10 min-
utes of liberty before they’re confined 
to five page essays or being social with 
friends, these four crazy teens are plan-
ning to wreak havoc at Darien High 
School.  

“It’s a common misconception,” 
sophomore Steven Ciasullo said. 
(Darien’s very own Finn Hudson for all 
those “Glee” fans out there) Ciasullo 
continued, “That you can be easily sus-
pended from school. What most stu-
dents don’t know is that the State of 
Connecticut recently passed a law that 
makes it almost impossible for schools 
to suspend students for non-violent 
offences.” This sophomore plays run-
ning back and linebacker for the JV 
football team, and somehow finds time 
to pursue his musical jazz ambitions on 
the side. “DHS is not only a place where 
one can receive a top-notch education. 
It also acts as a source of pure entertain-
ment for those willing to dare.” 

It seems as though the newest sen-
sation dubbed “The 333 Ways to Get 
Kicked Out of Class” has spread to 
the outskirts of our tranquil town. 
Teenagers across the country have 
taken this challenge upon themselves 
to see just how many of these clever 
tactics it really takes to boil the blood 
of teachers to an extent where they 
would oust students from the class-
room premises. 

“I don’t know who originally came up 

with the idea of trying to get kicked out 
of class, but whoever it is, they’re my 
hero! Now I’m motivated to complete 
my homework early so I can scheme 

anti-educational plots 
with my buddies,” 
sophomore Katie 
Vodola said.

F o u r 
DHS soph-
o m o r e s 
have decid-
ed to local-

ize this new found craze. This contrast-
ing band of youth includes Ciasullo, 
Vodola, Nicole Gutierrez, and Addison 
Thalhamer. Undesignated group leader 
Thalhamer said, “Someone was bound 

to contest the administration at some 
point, why not us?” 

But undertaking this treacherous 
experiment was not merely 
a crusade that risked po-

tential  sus-
p e n s i o n 

w o r t h y consequences. No, this 
task was also a battle of the wits. One 
must have valor and aptitude in order 
to successfully accomplish this mis-
sion. “Operation Tsunami, as we prefer 

to call it, was a time for us to test out 
our own experimentations through the 
process of trial and error,” Gutierrez, an 
acclaimed Theatre 308 kid, said.

This motley crew unanimously 
agreed to use the original 333 ways as 
a basis for its prank, but they collabo-
rated on ways to expand these various 
ploys. This seminal list includes out-
landish ruses, such as changing the 
music on the intercom to Latin pop 
songs (#218) and taking up the entire 
second floor of the B-Wing hallway to 
stage a bloody combat between G.I. 
Joes and X-Men (#12). But this group 
decided to get innovative. 

Operation Tsunami was instigated 
the second these covert kids set foot on 
school grounds. The crew raced to the 
library in order to execute numero uno 

on the gimmick agenda: Perfection of 
the Art of Hula Hooping (PAHH). 

This plan was straightforward, yet 
extremely effective. First, members 
grabbed the hula hoop of their color 
preference. Finally, Ciasullo settled 
for the magenta-colored hoop and the 
chaos began. 

The four then proceeded to hula 
hoop their way around the computers 
and tables, showing off their skills to 
anyone who cared to glance at their re-
fined performance. Irritated librarians 
took part in their exploit as they had 
to strategically pull Matt Damon-like 
maneuvers around them. However, the 
tactic failed to get these teens booted 
from this silent sanctuary. 

But these four did not end their 
quest in becoming pariahs just there. 
“We would not be discouraged,” Vodola 
said. “This was purely motivation 
for, not termination of Operation 
Tsunami.”

And so, the four moved on to 

the next trick: Identity Alteration. 
Although each member of this clique 
has their own personality, they reverted 
back to their childhood days of “dress-
up” in order to achieve their objec-
tive. Each comrade ventured into first 
period sporting a disguise. Ciasullo and 
Vodola settled on matching “Sesame 
Street” t-shirts. Steven decided to sport 
the dark blue Cookie Monster ensem-
ble, and Katie modeled the hot tamale-
colored Elmo. 

Ap p a r e n t ly,  t h e s e  c o s t u m e s 
weren’t enough to crack the teachers. 
Thalhamer hoped to make a flourish-
ing feat by parading around his math 
class in a sun hat, due to his radical fear 
that the fluorescent lights would blem-
ish his flawless complexion. Gutierrez 
opted for the Tom Cruise look by trying 
to create a mysterious demeanor with 
aviator “Top Gun” shades. 

Unfortunately, the attempt failed 
to gain recognition. But they pressed 
on, relentless yet inevitably defeat-
ed. Their unyielding efforts were no 
match for the Administration’s im-
perturbable composure. Principal Dan 
Haron and his stalwart staffs’ temper-
ance remained unflustered. Gutierrez 
just might have shampooed her hair 
in Honors World while singing 70’s 
pop hit “Kung Foo Fighting” and the 
boys may have held their own monster 
truck derby in the cafeteria by smash-
ing lunch tables together.

Discouraged yet ever optimistic 
Ciasullo decided to take his team’s 
failure and use it as an incentive to 
others. He poses this question to the 
student body: “We may not have been 
able to get kicked out of class, but can 
you?” Are you daring enough to take 
on Operation Tsunami? 

Operation Tsunami
Wait... You Can No Longer Get Suspended? Who Dares to Take It On?
by mckinley stauffer

These four students vow 
to take down DHS.

N N

N

A case of Digitus Paralysis
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many baseball fans are eagerly 
awaiting the debut of rookie star 
pitchers stephen strasburg from 
the nationals and cuban adrois 
chapman for the reds. these are 
two of the up-and-coming names 
who will be pitching in the big 
leagues this spring. now a third 
pitcher could be thrown into the 
mix. Junior andrew Hurn has signed 
a minor league contract with the 
new york yankees. 

Hurn caught the yankees’ eye in 
a spring training tryout in which he 
threw a 125 mpH fastball that side-
lined catcher, Jorge posada, with 
a broken hand. posada is likely to 
return before opening day.

posada said, “yankees’ General 
manager brian cashman brings 
these kids in all the time and you 
never really expect much. in Hurn’s 
case, he wound up and then i had 
the most painful vibe go through 
my hand as the ball immediate-
ly hit the glove. cc sabathia has 
nothing on Hurn!”

Hurn wasn’t even one of the 
go-to guys in the dHs starting 
rotation last year. varsity coach 
mike scott would often turn to 
senior ricky Hodges or class of 
‘09 grad devon burke. but, Hurn 
spent his entire summer studying 
the art of pitching in a cabin up in 
the Himalayan mountains. “my day 
consisted of waking up and doing 
extensive meditating for three to 
four hours, and finding the power 
from within and then i would study 
by watching tapes of nolan ryan,” 
Hurn said.He did not bring even one 
baseball with him up to the cabin, 
but when he returned home, the 
first pitch he fired rang up 117mph 
on the radar gun.

cashman was the first to find 
Hurn and sent him to spring train-
ing sessions with the yankees in 
florida. “i saw this kid and knew he 
would be big money in pinstripes… i 
needed Joe [Girardi] to take a look 
at him immediately before an-
other team snatched this kid up,” 
cashman said. 

once the yankees saw Hern’s 
pitching ability, they called him into 
a room and two hours later a con-
tract was signed. 

“i don’t know how it happened,” 
said Hurn’s father, steve Hurn. 
andrew has committed to playing 
for the high school season this year, 
but then forego his senior season to 
explore the mlb. 

Junior ian sullivan, a teammate 
of five years, said, “this is a great 
opportunity for andrew and i wish 
him well.”

the future of the darien base-
ball team looks promising with 
Hurn leading the way. in addition 
to attending every darien game, 
he will continue to do training ses-
sions with the yankees staff. the 
yankee players will take the field 
on april 4. Hurn will be waiting to 
take the mound sporting the  his-
toric pinstipes.

April Fool’s Day 2010   ///   www.neirad.org

Yanks 
Turn to 
HurnAs you walk through the halls each 

day, you see many friendly faces. Wave 
upon wave of pubescent adolescence 
crashes upon your eyes. Most of these 
faces you know, and could recognize 
with but a moment’s hesitation, but 
do you understand the story behind 
the eyes? Do you take a minute and 
wonder, “Wow, I know next to noth-
ing about that person?” For most 
cases, this would be true, but when 
your voice is as loud and distinctive 
as senior Zac Calahan’s, people know 
what you’re up to. 

While most people know that 
Calahan does Post 53, pretends to be 
good at squash, and snarfs on a regu-
lar basis, they don’t know that he has 
a secret. A potentially life-threatening 
secret that could tear at the fabric of 
high school social standings. A secret 
so powerful that he couldn’t even tell 
his family. 

Calahan is a world class speed stack-
er. That’s right, he stacks cups at ridic-
ulous speeds because....well, because 
he can.

“I got into speed stacking at an early 
age, right around the end of last week,” 
said Calahan. “I just thought that it was 
a really tough thing to undertake, and 
I always love a challenge, so I started 
my own team.”

Calahan’s team The Justice League 
has only one member and has yet to 
compete in a major competition. “My 
team name is completely original. I 
thought of it one night while I was 
lying in bed. My mom said it was al-
ready taken, but I kept it because I 
know she’s just jealous,” Calahan said.  
Its emblem is a cup with the word 
“speed” in gold lettering on it. 

During the first practice, the cups 
were purchased, and the rules were es-
tablished. “The first couple of practices 
basically consisted of me surfin’ the W                                                          
eb,” Calahan said.  “I learned about the 

different types of cups, and I’m anx-
ious to understand and explore my 
powers.” 

Seeing as nobody has any clue how 
to play, Calahan explained the rules to 
Neirad. “There are three different types 
of stacking. The 3-3-3 is where the stack-
er must create three pyramids of three 
cups each and then down stack the 
cups back into nested stacks of three 
in the order that they were upstacked. 
The 3-6-3 is with 12 cups. The stacker 
must stack up three pyramids made up 
of three cups on the left, six cups in the 
center, and three cups on the right (3-6-
3) and downstack it to the three nested 
stacks.” It looks like he has a lot to learn 
and practice this spring season. 

In addition, “there’s the cycle, which 
involves 24, but I can’t do that one be-
cause I didn’t buy enough cups,” he 
said. Due to recent budget cuts, the 
school could not afford to purchase 
the 12 extra cups for the team. 

Calahan is probably the best speed 
stacker in the school, but that doesn’t 
stop him from being humble. “I played 
against my girlfriend, Lauren [Duwan]  
and crushed her, but I gave her a signed 
photograph, so it was okay,” Calahan 
said. His ability to become a celeb-
rity so quickly and not forget where 
he’s from is one attribute that all can 
admire. 

Hopefully, Calahan will be ready 
for the 2010 WSSA’s (World Sport 
Stacking Association) Sport Stacking 
Championships at the University 
of Denver’s Magness Arena on April 
10-11. At this point, Calahan will face 
the big guns - Steven Purugganan and 
Lawrence Maceren in the Individual 
3-3-3 Stack, Purugganan in the 3-6-3 
stack, and das German twins Jonathan 
& Samuel Kettler in the doubles stack 
(although, Calahan still needs a part-
ner for this…but he’ll work it out).

As of right now the world record 

is 1.8 seconds for the 3-3-3 stack. 
Calahan’s primary attempts left him 
with 78 seconds for a 3-3-3 stack, so he 
may have some work ahead of him. 
Hopefully he can attack Purugganan, 

who, naturally, has become his arch 
nemesis. 

“I don’t want to brag or anything, 
but I’m definitely the best on the 
team. No one has matched or beat my 
time yet. Actually...come to think of it, 
nobody has tried,” Calahan said.

Calahan has experienced uncondi-
tional support from his peers and even 
random strangers in the street. “That 
is the saddest display of athleticism I 
have ever laid my eyes upon,” said one 
passerby. 

Senior Alex Bair, Calahan’s long 
time friend, commented that she felt 
sorry for Zac because he’d “never play 
a real sport again…Zac’s completely 

deluded.”
Unfortunately for senior Randrew 

Brewer, life is going to get a lot harder. 
“I guess I’m rooming with him at 
Franklin and Marshall. If any of that 

cup [stuff] goes on in my room, I’m 
going to have to kill him. He’d be se-
riously compromising my potential 
for biddies.”

For now, Calahan is comfortable 
that his talents will not go unno-
ticed in the community. “I’m the best 
there is. There’s nothing more to it 
than that. I’m gonna go to the WSSA 
Championships and beat up that punk 
Purugganan. He’ll never stack again.” 

Some would call him a loser. Others, 
a tool. But Zachary Calahan knows in 
his heart that what he does is real, 
athletic, and blister inducing. Let’s 
just hope he bought the right cups. 
Godspeed Zac, Godspeed.

by Jay alter
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Name: Zac. Game: Stack. 
Zac Calahan’s Secret Revealed : He is a Cup Stacker     by connor mccartHy

Senior Zac Calahan gets his stack on

When you’re an athlete a diet can 
be anything but balanced.  Ice cream, 
cookies, sub sandwiches, chips, and 
an occasional leaf of lettuce are all 
a part of the daily diet of many DHS 
athletes.  However, starting April 1st, 
all DHS athletes will be banned from 
the consumption of junk foods.  “With 
the availability of junk foods in our caf-
eteria, our athletes have adopted bad 
eating habits. We think it’s time that 
something changed for the better,” 
Principal Dan Haron said. This change 
is definitely a shock to the DHS ath-
letes, but the administration is very 
determined. “We’re focusing on build-
ing the most ripped athletes around, 
not the ones with the most ripples,”                                                                                                                                        
Mr. Haron said.  

Though the administration believes 
they may be doing athletes a favor, vari-
ous sports’ athletes are enraged about 
the new proposal. “It’s just ridiculous, I 
mean how am I supposed to function 
without my daily bag of Lays?” soph-
omore Dillon Duncan said.  Recently, 
student athletes were seen picketing 
with signs protesting against the plan.  
Signs read, “Heck No, I won’t let my 
Cheetos Go,” “Eat Fries or Die,” “I like 
the Junk in my Trunk,” and the crowd 
favorite, “What the Fudge?” Senior var-
sity football captain Max Schreyer said, 
“I’ve been eating a solid diet of fries, 
sub sandwiches, and sundaes ever 
since I was a freshman, and nothing 
has slowed me down.”

Starting this month, all students 
served in the DHS cafeteria will be 
monitored by health officials to make 
sure that nothing containing high calo-
ries is consumed by an athlete.  “DHS is 

known for its outstanding athletics and 
we want to develop good eating habits 
among our athletes so they can per-
form at their best,” said Asst. Athletic 
Director James Light.  “The only way we 
can stop athletes from eating poorly is 
by taking away the foods that are taunt-
ing them. We want to build beasts of 

athletes, not trucks.”  
Thus, DHS students’ favorite treats 

will soon disappear from the cafeteria, 
such as those tasty muffins, ice cream 
and Wednesday sundaes, as well as all 
cookies. “It’s a shame that it has come 
down to this. Now I will have no way of 
fulfilling my afternoon sugar craving,” 
sophomore Bryan Previte said. 

Not only will school lunches be 
monitored, homemade lunches will be 
inspected too.  Beginning this April, a 
new lunch line will be administered in 
the cafeteria in which all athletes will 

be required to file through and open 
up their lunch bags to be inspected by 
health officials. “What your mommy 
packs at home isn’t going to pass us.  
And you know mommy’s cookies 
made with love? Well you’re not going 
to be eating those anymore,” inspector 
Briton Dailey said.   

Athletes who refuse to have their 
lunches inspected will be forced to 
either put their lunch through a new 
high-tech security system called CA-
LOW-RIE or will be offered a healthful 
low calorie lunch consisting of a tofu 
burger on a gluten-free wafer with cot-
tage cheese and soy milk.  The new se-
curity device is an advanced scanning 
system that picks up traces of sugars, 
salts, and fats that many snacks con-
tain.  

To counter the negative backlash 
from athletes, the food services de-

partment has crafted a week-long blitz 
that they believe students are sure to 
love.  The new menu will consist of the 
following: Wheatgerm Mondays, Tofu 
Tuesdays, Vegan Vednesdays, Crudité 
Thursdays, and Cauliflower Fridays. 
However, athletes’ reactions have been 
anything but encouraging.  

But what about the athletes that 
are seen consuming such junk foods?  
Failure to comply with this policy will 
result in their immediate removal from 
their respective team. The athlete may 
not return to the team until the fol-
lowing season.

“I would hate to be an athlete at 
DHS. You would think they would be 
able to eat whatever they want because 
of all the calories they burn.  And you 
know it’s funny I always thought that 
scale in DeMaio’s training room was 
off…maybe it’s from all the chunky 
athletes stepping on it,” sophomore 
Jared Kindy said.  

Most DHS athletes believe that 
this new policy is not worth a varsity 
letter. To further protest, a group of 
athletes have planned to have World 
Champion Nathan’s hot dog eater, 
Takeru Kobayashi, visit hungry ath-
letes at DHS.  “Listen, the guy is 165 
pounds and still manages to look good 
even while stuffing countless hot dogs 
down his throat.  I don’t understand 
why we can’t do the same,” junior Ben 
Preston said.

Whether it is muscle milk, tofu, or 
cauliflower, DHS athletes will not be 
satisfied until their usual diet is re-
turned without any restrictions. 

Low-Calorie Commitment 
Haron Wants “Ripped” Students and Strives to Eliminate “Ripples”     by elizabetH crafford

Senior athletes sneak snacks under table
N

Junior Andrew Hurn 
puts on a Yanks’ face




