
How might you feel about studying 
the Koran instead of calculus? Consider 
having the ability to study the inner 
workings of a mosque over pondering 
the predictable classes that often make 
up a high school student’s transcript. 

A new single-semester course, of-
fered next fall, will give students the 
opportunity to delve into religions of 
which they may otherwise have lim-
ited knowledge. History teacher Rick 
DiPasquale has designed Comparative 
World Religions to explore the “historic 
developments of human faith.”

As a history teacher, Mr. DiPasquale 
has been interested in culture and dif-
ferent nations for a long time. “My 
interest began in high school with a 
desire to learn more about China, so 
I began reading about Daoism and 
Buddhism. I also read about North 
American Shamanism.”

After high school, Mr. DiPasquale 
majored in East Asian studies and mi-
nored in Chinese Language at Central 
Connecticut State University then 
continued his studies at grad school 
at Yale. “As I studied other cultures of 
the world I always was drawn to learn-
ing about religion first.  For me religion 
lies at the core of how I understand a 
culture,” he continued. 

Comparative World Religions pro-
vides the ability to explore the nature 
of faith and the role belief plays in 
human society. Then the course will 
delve into an exploration of Hinduism, 
Buddhism, faith in Confucian society,   
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Though excited to teach these, he 
does not have a favorite. “When I’m 
teaching it, I feel it,” he said.

We all learn a bit about different re-

ligions in World Studies, but it does 
not provide this in-depth analysis. 
Comparative World Religions will give 
the students an opportunity to expand 
an area of academic instruction never 
before offered on this campus.    

“Students will gain a very accurate 
and compassionate view of all world 
religions, as well as a clear under-
standing of how history and culture 
have affected the development of dif-
ferent faiths.”

Because there is a lack of this type of 
information presented to students in 
school, the majority of the news or facts 
that a student receives are in their own 
religious institution or from the media. 
With movies such as “The Kingdom” 
and “Traitor”, which portray Muslims 
in a bad light, one can see how this lim-
ited exposure would be a problem. 

Comparative World Religions offers 
light into the darkness that is the ig-
norance regarding different religions. 
Students are very interested in expand-
ing their vision of different cultures. 

Even though the course has not yet 
started, students are all a-flutter about 
taking it next year. “I can’t wait to take 
on a more in-depth study about the 
very interesting and controversial sub-
ject of religion,” junior Dana Howe said. 
She will definitely get a complex and re-
spectful study of culture and religion.

A fair few other juniors are also in-
terested in expanding their cultural 
horizons, some of whom have already 
started. Junior Grace Daly has been 
studying Buddhism for two years, but 
is still somewhat religiously confused. 
“I hope, by taking this course, to gain 
a broader view of religious beliefs that 
connect with me and potentially help 

me come to my final conclusion as to 
which I truly believe in” Daly said.

Junior Nicole Granath will also be 
diving into this new course, but with 
a different goal in mind. “I have often 
wondered about the ideas and themes 
that seem to connect religions across 
the entire world,” Granath said. “I know 
that Mr. DiPasquale will do a wonder-
ful job at giving us new insights in this 
regard, especially because of his famil-
iarity with many of these religions.” 

Granath is also interested in the 
thought and reason behind how be-
liefs develop about different things. “I 
am interested in religion as a means of 
studying the psychology of humans 
and our desire to understand every-
thing in the world around us.”

Another reason for taking the course 
is the cultural aspect. “I think that im-
mersing myself in a culture that I may 
not be fortunate enough to see or expe-
rience is a good way to make sure I can 

be respectful of other people I meet,” 
junior Clare Tuck said. Even a little bit 
of knowledge can go a long way. “By 
learning about culture, you are able to 
not offend somebody different, and can 
instantly connect with them.”

The last reason for any drive to take 
this course is simple. “Mr. D. teaching 
the course is the final reason I signed 
up to take it... I know what a wonderful 
teacher he is. I am excited about the op-
portunity to take another of his class-
es!” Granath said. Mr DiPasquale’s rep-
utation precedes him, and any student 
who has had him before will jump at 
this opportunity. “I’m really excited for 
Mr. DiPasquale to teach this; I’ve only 
heard good things,” Howe said.

So get down to your guidance coun-
selor and inquire; it is open to everyone 
but incoming freshman. Expand your 
religious horizons, and take a chance on 
something--you’ll enjoy it.
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Faiths       with New Elective
World Religions Finally Finding Their Way to Darien BY Connor MCCarthY

N

While the global recession seems 
to finally be on the upswing, a crisis 
has struck the Darien school district’s 
budget. It currently has a deficit of 
about $600,000. 

The root of this financial shortfall is 
not overspending or imprudent budget 
management: “The majority of the 
money is related to special education 
legal costs,” Principal Dan Haron said. 

The high deficit, which Principal 
Haron called “somewhat of a surprise,” 
has already led to a cut of “discretion-
ary spending,” which means anything 
not necessary for the basic, day-to-day 
operation of the school.

The effects of the budget situation 
have carried over to the student body. 
Field trips will be cancelled, with some 
exceptions. This decision was made to 
eliminate the $100 per day it costs to 
pay a substitute. 

The sophomore class had planned 
a field trip to see “A Doll’s House” at 
the Long Wharf Theatre on May 13. 
According to Principal Haron it would 
have been more expensive to cancel.

Sophomore Will DeRocco was re-
lieved when he heard that the trip had 
weathered the budget crisis. “This 
field trip has been in our sights since 
we handed in a check back in the fall,” 
DeRocco said. “If it was cancelled, I 

would be pretty ticked that we wouldn’t 
be able to miss some school.”

However, when the administration 
realized the cost of covering classes 
for the all the sophomore teachers, the 
decision was made that other English 
faculty members must fill in for these 
teachers away on the trip. English 
teacher Jennifer von Wahlde is respon-

sible for organizing the makeshift cov-
er-up schedule for the May 13 trip. 

“It is always a strain on teachers 
when we have to cover other teachers’ 
classes,”   Mrs.von Wahlde said. “Asking 
a colleague to cover not just one but 
two of my classes is a huge favor, and 
I am grateful I have colleagues willing 
to take precious time away from their 
own planning to help out.”

“It’ll be difficult, but I believe the 
field trip is important,” Mr. Speiser, 
who has volunteered to cover two ad-
ditional classes, said. 

This field trip is the second one the 

English department stepped in to help 
save. Jessica Ginsburg pitched in to 
cover when the Advanced Journalism 
students went to the Connecticut 
Academic Press Association spring con-
ference in New Britain on May 3. 

But saving money on substitutes 
won’t add up to $600,000. “It’s a legal 
obligation for the district to have a bal-

anced budget by the end of the school 
year,” Principal Haron said. If not, “con-
versations will take place” among the 
administration.

“As of now, all discretionary spend-
ing is frozen,” Principal Haron said. The 
Board of Education is hoping to bring 
average spending down to about $1,000 
per day until school ends on June 23. 

Kathy Finnegan, one of two CDSP 
budget representatives for the high 
school, believes there may be other 
ways to reduce the deficit. She sug-
gested that besides having teachers 
cover for each other, the administration 

could collect library fines, raise lunch 
prices, or take away athletic buses. 
None of these things are planned to 
take place. Ms. Finnegan said she can 
only “give examples of the types of 
things the administration, including 
Mr. Haron, have to explore.”

One final measure the Board of Ed 
could take is to ask the Darien’s Board 
of Finance (BOF) for money to cover the 
remaining deficit. But, as Ms. Finnegan 
points out, “the BOF is hesitant to give 
funds until all other measures are ex-
plored,” meaning the school will first 
have to look for other solutions.

“This late in the year it is hard to 
make up a deficit,” Mrs. Finnegan said, 
and Principal Haron said it was “hard to 
know” how much of the deficit can be 
eliminated before school ends.

But whether it’s realistic or not, the 
district will have to reduce a $600,000 
deficit to zero before late June. “It will 
require some belt-tightening, but one 
way or another, it has to be done,” Mr 
Haron said. “We just need to find a way 
to deal with it, a way to fill that hole.” 

As efforts are being made and cut-
backs are being enforced, the Board of 
Finance remains confident by taking 
smalls steps, the budget will be bal-
anced by the time students depart for 
summer vacation on June 21.   

Savings at the Forefront
$600,000 Deficit Puts Field Trips at Risk BY Daniel CaMpBell anD Matt pik

Comparative World Religions teacher Mr. Rick DiPasquale

N

in a world full of constant con-
sumption, it’s a relief to know 
there are individuals who give 
back to the round sphere we call 
home. Whether it’s condemning 
gas-guzzling SUV’s or simply turn-
ing off the lights when leaving the 
house, the eco-Citizens Club is 
making a conscious effort to de-
crease their carbon footprint.

“one of the main goals of earth 
Day was for students to learn more 
about the environment and what 
they can do to help our earth,” 
said junior emma tuz, president 
of eco-Citizens.

the difference a few DhS stu-
dents can make is nothing in com-
parison to what 1,308 students 
can do to shape a community. the 
40th anniversary of earth Day on 
april 22nd did not go unnoticed. 
how could one remain indifferent 
after hearing passionate guest 
speakers, the chalk facts scribbled 
in the courtyard, or the information 
booths outside the cafeteria?

inspiration and awareness could 
be seen in students on earth Day 
as if they were taking in the world 
with new meaning. this renewed 
interest was the exact response 
tuz’s club was hoping to create.

But earth Day isn’t only on april 
22 for the eco-Citizens. this ideol-
ogy of aspiring alertness and fos-
tering positive change is a nonstop 
event. Some may wonder just how 
“green” Darien is, but the answer is 
simply this: it could be “greener.”

according to tuz, eco-Citizens is 
in the process of putting together 
a proposal that involves installing 
a solar panel to power the stadi-
um field scoreboard, but the club 
must receive administration ap-
proval tuz said.  

Some may think that the blue 
bins around the school are just 
brightly-colored trash cans, but 
they are for recycling. according 
to sophomore eco-Citizen Mar-
got Soule, DhS does not fund any 
recycling programs. the eco-Cit-
izens have taken the initiative to 
try to get the school to include a 
budget line item to pay for trucks 
to collect recyclables. 

the custodians collect the bags 
each day from the containers and 
each weekend the club members 
lug the bags to a recycling center.

the eco-Citizens Club has also 
recently formed an association 
with the Darien land trust. this 
gives the club members and other 
DhS students a chance to con-
tribute to town-wide environmen-
tal volunteer opportunities. For 
example, tuz joined other Darien 
land trust volunteers to spread 
mulch on the trails in the Dunlap 
Woods/Selleck’s Woods.

When you stroll around town, 
would you rather see crumpled 
wrappers of half-eaten burgers, 
or witness buds of life spring from 
the ground? You can become en-
vironmentally aware by joining 
eco-Citizens, which meets at 7am 
in C-105 each Wednesday.

We’re On 
the Earth
BY MCkinleY StaUFFer

N

“It will require some belt-tight-
ening, but one way or another, it 

has to be done.”
—Principal Dan Haron
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enior year has come, and 
remarkably it is almost 
over.  I can truthfully say 

that the variety of characters whose 
classes I’ve entered day in and day out 
since my first day of kindergarten is 
more vast than if I randomly chose 
people off the city streets. From Miss 
Jennifer Schempp in fourth grade at 
Ox Ridge, a southern woman who 
sang opera, to Mr. Chris O’Connor 
in fifth grade, who made up a song 
about Doctor D.O. (Deodorant…I think 
he was trying to hint at something), 
to Mr. Al Svelnys in seventh grade at 
Middlesex who explained algebra by 
saying “horses with horses and cows 
with cows.” 

Then there was also my freshman 
geometry teacher Mr. Steve Brooks, 
here at DHS, who told us that he spent 
the nights sleeping in the DHS gym, 
my physics teacher Mr. Dan Record 
who challenged us to a friendly game 
of HORSE, and of course my U.S. his-
tory teacher Mr. Bruce Clarke who was 
(and still is) “Star Wars” crazed. 

The point of reminiscing about 
my pre-college teachers?  Not be-
cause I’m scared I’ll miss them (even 
though I will, of course), but because 
they make me wonder about how all 
through my 14 years of schooling, 
I’ve rarely thought about the respect 
or lack thereof that my teachers have 
received.  

We’ve always been told, most of the 
time by our teachers themselves, that 
the profession of teaching doesn’t 
pay as well as, say, being a corporate 
business man or woman.  Lucky for 
us, while this fact may turn potential 
teachers away from this career our fac-
ulty has stuck with the profession.   

I’ve heard that teachers are some-
times categorized as the dull profes-
sion, the ones who take care of the kids.  
They are “super babysitters” some 
people say.  For those of us who have 
babysat before, maybe you’ll agree 
that being stuck with unthankful little 

monsters for just a few hours is the 
least fun thing I can think of doing.  

Teachers, whose profession is in the 
realm of social services, do this as a 
career, not a random babysitting job.  
If they’re lucky the monsters aren’t 
so monstrous and are easier to deal 
with, but even still. Dealing with any 
teen is not something that seems en-
tirely desirable to do.  For example, 
facing the notorious teen moodiness; 
talking back from fresh-mouthed stu-
dents;, and laziness that becomes en-
demic especially for second-semester 
seniors are all things that can admit 
to have done. 

 Thinking about it, these profession-
als truly have shaped my educational 
experiences up until now, and they 
(and their quirks) will until I graduate 
high school.  Really, I don’t think that 
it’s a coincidence that the subjects I like 
best are the ones in which I’ve had the 
most relatable and interesting teach-
ers.  And then my professors in college 
will lead me to choosing my major and 
possibly my career for the years there-
after for these same reasons.  

But back to the teachers we’ve had 
these past few years.  Do we really ap-
preciate them enough?  I know I’m 
guilty of thinking, numerous times, 
that they pile endless work upon us 
just for fun, to make us miserable, and 
to compete with each other.  However, 
from all the teachers I’ve had I know 
that this isn’t normally the case.  While 
we have our various sports, clubs, and 
drama that we have to deal with on top 
of our work, it’s only fair to think of the 
endless grading they go through on 
top of dealing with us.  It can’t be the 

simplest task!
What made me think of the topic 

of teacher respect are the impend-
ing budget cuts (see “Savings at the 
Forefront” on page 1).  No doubt while 
the salaries in this district aren’t being 
minimized for the Darien faculty, the 
amount of staff is being cut.  Not only 
at our very own DHS, but teachers are 
losing their jobs across the relatively 
little state of Connecticut.  Even still, 
teachers are sticking with the profes-
sion of educator, and they continue 
to educate us despite these problems 
that they face in the biggest economic 
slowdown this nation has seen since 

the Great Depression.   
At a time when classes are getting 

larger and each incoming freshman 
class is at least 10 percent bigger than 
the next, teachers become even more 
stretched.  With the new scheduling 
next year and the lack of available 
rooms, kids may be added to the class-
es that already average a size of about 
22 kids this year, and teachers will have 
to deal with more of us.  They will also 
possibly have to teach more classes per 
day, maintaining the salary they have 
now.  Is this fair?  I’m not one to say, 
but I do say that they deserve some re-
spect for keeping with it.  Those who do 
stay, and don’t leave for a better-paying 
job, demonstrate their commitment 
to teaching us students and helping 
us absorb whatever bits of informa-
tion we can.

There’s also the most difficult gen-
eration of parents that teachers have 
ever seen.  While some kids have their 
mothers or fathers call their teachers 
if they receive a bad grade or aren’t ex-

ceeding the expectations set for them, I 
ask what the point of this is.  Is it really 
necessary or appropriate for parents to 
create excuses for their children, and 
hassle teachers to no end until some-
thing is done or they are just shut 
down?  I assume that teachers would 
much rather hear about the problems 
their students are facing from the stu-
dents themselves, and not their par-
ents who are most likely around the 
same age as them yet treat them with 
disrespect.  

Through all this, teachers STILL are 
sticking with their profession. 

My point is, there’s a lot that hap-
pens right in front of our noses that 
we don’t actually see.  When we are 
consumed with loathing for our teach-
ers who give us exam after exam, paper 
after paper, it’s easy to forget to have re-
spect for them.  I know we are all guilty 
of it.  But really, during these lean times 
respect is the best form of appreciation.  
My substitute physics teacher Mr. Isaac 
Brown told our class the other day how 
he thought it was so bizarre that we left 
the class room each day saying “thank 
you.” He asked us why we would 
bother to thank our teachers when sit-
ting in class is normally the last thing 
we want to do.   It’s out of respect for 
them, and we do already do it to a cer-
tain extent.  But to truly understand 
what their job entails is something of 
even more importance.

As this is my last editorial for Neirad, 
I do want to specifically thank all of the 
teachers I’ve had during these past four 
years.  I appreciate everything you’ve 
all done, your commitment to teach 
our classes, and every extra little thing 
you’ve taught along the way.  All of 
your quirks have made classes as in-
teresting as they can be.  I respectfully 
say, to not only those I’ve mentioned 
but to everyone, I am very grateful for 
all of you and I value everything you’ve 
taught me.

oPiNioN emily pik
A Thank You Note to My Teachers

These professionals truly have shaped 
my educational experiences up until 
now, and they (and their quirks) will 

until I graduate high school.

S

N

Cars Suck... Start Biking More
BY Sean GillDHS Students Need to Excercise and Stop Guzzling Gas

Cars can be useful, but anything 
used in excess can be harmful. We rely 
on cars too much. I’ve been to Japan 
and have seen that people can get 
around by bike, by bus, by train, with-
out having to depend on cars at 
any time during the week. People 
in Darien are brought up in a sub-
urban culture that runs on cars, so 
it seems natural to depend on our 
vehicles constantly throughout 
the day, but I have seen with my 
own eyes that you can live with-
out cars. In fact, life can be better 
without cars, and here is why. 

From a financial standpoint, 
motor vehicles are enslaving us. 
It takes years to save up enough 
money to buy a car, and then 
we have to keep working to pay 
the gas money. And don’t forget 
about having to pay for insurance; 
you might end up paying more 
insurance than the actual car is 
even worth. We don’t own cars; 
cars own us. 

I live about 1.5 miles away from 
school, and I calculated that if I drive 
to and from school every day, the gas 
money I would spend in one 
school year is $90. If I bike or 
take the bus every day, that’s 
$90 I could spend on books 
or shoes or 90 Snickers bars.

From a physical standpoint, biking 
is healthier than driving a car. In a so-
ciety where obesity is growing rapid-
ly, biking is a way to attack the prob-
lem. In 2007 it was estimated 25.6% of 
all American adults were obese (The 
Obesity Society), and the chief causes 
are a bad diet and a lack of exercise. 
Well, one way to exercise every day is 
to ride a bike everywhere instead of 
driving a car. Biking actually requires 

physical effort as opposed to driving 
a car, and it burns calories like crazy 
while improving cardiovascular en-
durance, so it can protect against car-
diovascular diseases that are prevalent 

among Americans. 
From a psychological standpoint, 

motor vehicles are weakening, and 
biking can improve the mind. With 

cars, we can get from place to place 
using no willpower at all. When you 
bike, you are not going to pedal six 
miles to see someone you don’t actu-
ally want to see, it would be a waste of 
effort. And when you do actually ride 
six miles to see someone, it takes a lot 
of willpower and leg power to do it, and 
the person you biked to will appreciate 
your valiant display of unnecessary 
effort just to see them.

Aside from the negative effects cars 
have on your personal life, they also 
has a negative effect on society as a 
whole. 

When you are driving down an 

empty street and you tap the gas pedal 
for a few seconds all of the sudden 
you find yourself going 20 mph over 
the speed limit. One of the problems 

with driving cars is it takes a lot more 
effort to cruise slowly than to drive 
fast because it is so easy to accelerate. 
The ease with which one can accelerate 
in a car has led to numerous reckless 
driving accidents and drunken driv-
ing accidents. 

Over more than the past 10 years 
about 40,000 people have been killed 
as a result of car accidents every year 
(Edgar Snyder & Associates). To put 

it into perspective, this means that a 
person is killed in a car crash every 12 
minutes. On the other hand, people 
don’t hear about reckless biking ac-
cidents on the road as they can’t ac-

celerate too quickly.  Because of 
the effort it takes to go faster on 
a bike they only ride as fast as 
they need to ride. 

Even if cars don’t directly kill 
us, they can kill through diseas-
es caused by air pollution emit-
ted by cars. Many may not be-
lieve in car pollution’s effect on 
global warming and that is okay, 
but car pollution still has an ob-
vious effect on air quality and 
water quality. Vehicles are a huge 
contributor to smog in big cities, 
and smog can lead to respiratory 
diseases such as  lung cancer and 
pneumonia. Cities like Beijing 
and Mexico City have serious 
problems with smog which pres-
ents a health hazard to everyone 

living in and around the city. 
Cars also contribute to water pollu-

tion through automotive fluids that 
runoff into nearby water sources (The 

Good Air Lady). 
Cars : they f i -

nancially control 
you, physically and 
p sy c h o l o g i c a l ly 

weaken you, and even kill you. Bikes 
on the other hand, they strengthen you 
mentally and physically, save money, 
and save the environment. Granted, 
it is easier to live without a car in the 
city than in the suburbs, but even if the 
only place you ever bike to is school, it 
will have a significant impact on your 
life. Biking to school wakes you up 
more than coffee ever will.

From a psychological standpoint, motor vehicles are 
weakening, and biking can improve the mind.

N
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We have all passed it hundreds of 
times and maybe given it a passing 
thought. Yes, the curious little house 
that people see as they come out of 
the high school. Go past the big white 
church, turn right, and continue down 
Middlesex Road. Just minutes later you 
can’t help but notice this curious sight. 
On your right is the structure neigh-
bors have taken to calling “the little 
white house.” 

Troubling waters swirl around this 
increasingly dilapidated structure. 
Indeed, it has a haunted aura. If you get 
a chance, stand in front of the proper-
ty on the sidewalk. You can easily feel 
a chill running through your body as 
your eyes take in the abandoned, crum-
bling house sitting in the middle of one 
acre of flat grassland.

The fallen mailbox nestled in a bed 
of overgrown grass, with the numbers 
“305” clearly mounted on its rusty sur-
face, tells the story of a place long for-
gotten. It’s just you and the house. You 
can’t help but feel that the eerie quiet 
of the property is loaded. That there is 
a story worth telling behind this little 
white structure.

It was the year 1881. Sixteen years 
after the end of the Civil War and four 
years after the whole complicated and 
unhappy business of Reconstruction 
was completed. John and Jane Stevens 
had a house built on their proper-
ty, a single family residence on the 
“Public Highway,” nowadays known as 
Middlesex Road. They sold their house 
to Charles and Josephine Brinkerhoff 
in 1890. Charles died in 1909, and then 
Josephine sold the house in 1914, two 
months after the start of World War I, 
back to the Stevens family. Josephine 
died later that same year. The Stevens 
family had three daughters, Madeline 
and Emily, and born last on a spring day 
in 1916, Gladys.

Gladys became the only Stevens 
sister to never marry. Her twin sisters, 
having probably moved in with their 
husbands, had no need for the family 
home their grandfather built. Thus, 
after their mother, Catherine Stevens, 
died, their father, Arthur, left the house 
solely to Gladys, his signature slightly 
wobbly on the page in the land records 
at the Darien Town Hall. It was 1947, two 
years after the end of World War II.

And thus began 56 years of Gladys 

inhabiting that house as the sole resi-
dent. Looking upon the house now, 
it’s easy to raise your eyebrows and ex-
claim, “how could anyone live in such 
a small place?!” Well, Ms. Stevens did. 
And she had it pretty good for a person 

living in the mid-20th century. The av-
erage square footage per person in a 
home was 478 square feet in the 70s; she 
had 710 square feet all to herself...well, 
until she got a dog, but still, how much 
space can a little fur ball take up?

Time passed, and everything aged. 
Gladys developed severe osteoporo-
sis, and as her neighbor Robert Jordan 
remembers, “She was almost bent in 
half...and it would take her and her 
dog 30 minutes to walk 100 yards on 
the sidewalk near her house because 
the dog was [eventually] in the same 
shape as Ms. Stevens.”

Finally, in 2003, she “had to sell it,” 
Ms. Stevens told Neirad in an inter-
view at the Greenwich Woods nursing 
home.  Ms. Stevens has resided at the 
nursing home since selling her house 
six years ago.  

This is where it gets a little tricky. Ms. 
Stevens had many options in terms of 
the sale of the house that had been in 
her family for more than a century. In 
Darien, according to The Darien Times, 
any house put on sale that is more 

than 50 years old has a “90-day waiting 
period imposed to give anyone who 
might want to save either the build-
ing or its contents time to negotiate 
with the owner.”  Evidently, no one 
negotiated, because Ms. Stevens sold 
her land with the house to a contrac-
tor, VR Associates, LLC of Stamford, for 
$535,000. VR Associates plans to tear 
down the house and put up a newer 
and much larger structure. 

“[VR Associates] has received ap-
proval to go ahead with the project 
from the Environmental Protection 
Commission and the Planning & 
Zoning Commission. The next step 
is to formally apply for a demolition 
permit from the Building Department. 
It is up to the applicant as to when they 
wish to do that,” said Jeremy Ginsburg, 
Darien Planning and Zoning director. 

Mr. Ginsburg also added that the build-
ers will have exactly one year from the 
approval date of January 5, 2010, to com-
plete their project.

The strange thing was that in the 
interview, Ms. Stevens furiously shook 
her head “No” when asked whether she 
wanted her house to be torn down. 
Perhaps she simply had no idea of her 
other options. Ms. Stevens could have 
saved her house if she had taken steps 
to have it designated as an historic 
building. In 1999, the tax assessor rated 
the house’s condition as “average,” 

making it a viable candidate for this 
preservation status. 

The current rating is a “poor.” Ms. 
Stevens angrily said, “It was all mixed 
up,” referring to her sale of the house. 
It must have been confusing for Ms. 
Stevens to sell the house her ances-
tors had built in the late 1800s, and she 
had lived in her whole life, to builders 
who would inevitably do what they 
do best: destroy and rebuild bigger 
than before.

All it takes is a single, myopic glance 
to condemn this indigent dwelling. 
The concrete plastered basement has 
a thick stench of moldy leather, and 
comes with a complimentary indoor 
pool of murky run-off water. Its mucky 
depth is roughly two feet, just another 
sign of what neglect can do to a house 
in just a few years.

This 129 year-old house has less than 
one year left of existence, unless the 
builders never get around to applying 
for a demolition permit.

Time moves along, but the past 
never really goes away. The little white 
house managed to stir up an entire 
community over the flooding issues, 
something most individuals have 
never done. It watched over three gen-
erations of the same family live their 
lives, and even in the 21st century it 
was caught in a fierce controversy over 
flooding and the environment (see May 
Neirad Enlino for the story). There’s an in-
teresting tale, a web of history behind 
this curious structure we pass every day 
on Middlesex Road.

Little White House Faces Demolition  
The Mysterious White House on Middlesex Road is Revealed BY aliCe WanG anD MCkinleY StaUFFer

Ms. Kenny Wins Plenty
Hometown: park ridge, nJ
Education: Bachelor’s in 
philosophy from amherst 
College
Favorite Movie: “hoosiers”
Favorite Web Site: www.
imdb.com
Favorite Food: Chocolate 
(esp. mousse)
Favorite Book: “pride and 
prejudice” by Jane austen
Favorite Hobby: Singing 
irish songs in French
Favorite Sport to Watch: 
tennis

Miss Kathy Kenny is the ideal math 
teacher.  No, it is not just because she 
is a monster at “Jeopardy.” It certainly 
doesn’t hurt though when students 
can say their math teacher won more 
than $20,000 on the popular game 
show. 

 “Jeopardy was a big ball of stress and 
a big ball of fun all rolled into one!” Ms. 
Kenny said. 

She appeared on “Jeopardy” on April 
23rd and 26th. In the lead-up to the 
show Ms. Kenny massively prepped 
for her prime-time appearance. Once it 
was confirmed that Ms. Kenny would 
appear on “Jeopardy,” she got ready 
by studying current news and history. 
Furthermore, she read books about 
common topics and created flashcards 
to help study some other categories.

“The contestant coordinators were 

really nice and made us feel welcome.  
I wanted to make DHS proud,” Ms. 
Kenny said.  

She had to go through a few tests 
and an audition before she could 
appear. Ms. Kenny won her first game, 
but unfortunately came short in the 
second one. In total, she won a $20,201 
($18,201 on the first day and $2,000 on 
the second day). The hardest question 
she had to answer was: Name a Central 
American Capital City that began with 
B.  The answer was Belmopan.  

The first day was rather difficult 
as Ms. Kenny struggled. She trailed 
behind the previous winner for the 
whole game.  The winner was deter-
mined by the Final Jeopardy ques-
tion. Ms. Kenny was the only one 
who knew the correct answer. The 
question came from the topic “Words 
from the French.” Question: “The first 
known use of this word in the United 
States was in an obituary for wealthy 
banker Pierre Lorillard in 1843. Answer: 
Millionaire. “Jeopardy” shows how 
knowledgeable Ms. Kenny is as she was 
able to answer this question and those 
in many other categories.  She may be 
a math teacher, but Ms. Kenny knows 
plenty about other subjects.  

Ms. Kenny has another experience 
that was also fit to last a lifetime, but 
was not exactly of the same caliber. 
That more embarrassing moment that 
many students enjoyed was the pie-
throwing contest in March.  

Senior Zac Calahan got the honor of 
throwing a whipped cream pie at Ms. 
Kenny during Pi Day.  Many students 
could not stop laughing.  Freshman 
Caroline Congdon said, “It was a great 
lunchtime experience.”  It was enjoy-
able to see their teacher covered in 
pie.  Ms. Kenny and her students got 
a good laugh at it together while rais-
ing $52 for The Humane Society of the 
United States.

 Outside of her recent internation-
al game show recognition, Ms. Kenny 
teaches Applied Mathematics, Calculus 
300, and Algebra 2 Honors.  Walking 
into class is not just another day, but 
a new experience.  Ms. Kenny is full of 
energy and adds that extra bit of effort 
to make math class enjoyable.  “I try to 
include students in problems as much 
as possible and try to encourage stu-
dents to laugh a bit.  It is easy because 
math is naturally fun,” she said.

Ms. Kenny’s goals are to teach math 
and help students understand prob-
lems.  “I prepare meticulously and 
create notes that students can follow 
usefully with easy examples,” Ms. 
Kenny said.  She loves to joke with her 
students, but class work and teaching 
come before everything.

Yuta Inumaru takes Algebra 2 
Honors with Ms. Kenny and says it is 
one of his favorite classes:  “I personally 
think that she’s a teacher who’s there 
for the student and she’s always after 
school for kids that need help.  She’s a 

very kind and approachable person and 
one of the best teachers I have.”  Ms. 
Kenny’s students love how she runs 
the class and especially appre-
ciate that she goes over all 
the problems in which kids 
need help.

One student sums 
up her  enthusiasm 
about math class.  “I 
like how Ms. Kenny 
brings spark to class—
she’s always full of 
energy even though 
we sometimes have 
math first thing in 
the morning, and it’s 
great. She’s also really fun to 
joke around. Besides letting us 
pick the color for the notes of 
the day and letting us work in 
groups to go over homework, 
she always teaches me some-
thing. Ms. Kenny rocks!” fresh-
man Kat McKay said.

Ms. Kenny’s a fun loving teach-
er who can accomplish anything 
for any deadline.  Her students 
love to joke with her and her loving 
personality makes math class en-
joyable.  Her passion for teaching 
and for her students makes her spe-
cial. Oh, and it doesn’t hurt she will 
be known for many years to come 
as a “Jeopardy” champion.   

Our Own Math Teacher Returns From Jeopardy with a Thick Wallet
BY CaMeron WonG

Ms. Stevens furiously shook her 
head “No” when asked whether she 
wanted her house to be torn down. 

N

N

The flooded basement after the March 2010 storm

Ms. Stevens’ old home of 710 square feet home

Ms. Kenny rakes in the money!
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DHS Says Goodbye to Favorite Teachers
       At the close of the 2009-2010 school year some of 
Darien High School’s most admired teachers will retire.  
Chemistry teacher Art Ruggieri, Spanish teacher Anne 
Roorbach and English teacher Libby Rubin are getting 
ready for the next exciting chapter in their lives. 
      In their time here these three educators have shared 
years of wisdom and experience to enrich lives of hun-
dreds (if not thousands) of students. 
     What better time to honor these three people for their 
contributions that will live on long after they depart on 
June 23.  

One teacher that many DHS stu-
dents have been lucky enough to have 
for chemistry is Art Ruggieri.  He has 
been teaching for 38 years, 15 of which 
have been at Darien High School. He 
has taught AP, honors, and 300 level 
chemistry. 

Mr. Ruggieri says that some of his 
favorite DHS memories include, “most 
of the kids I’ve taught, the very good 
friends I’ve made here, and seeing the 
new school come to fruition (in 2005) 
and become a reality.”  

Mr. Ruggieri has also had an op-
portunity that many teachers do not 
have—he often has students for two 
years in a row as they move from 300 or 
400 Chemistry to the AP level.  

Mr. Ruggieri enjoys watching his stu-
dents grow from sophomores into ju-
niors, and then seeing them go through 
the college application process.  “I will 
miss the daily interaction with the kids, 
watching light bulbs go on, and teasing 
them,” Mr. Ruggieri said.  

It is clear that Mr. Ruggieri will be 
missed at DHS, as his students have 
nothing but kind words to say about 
him.  Junior Hannah Nolte, says, “Not 
only does he pass his erudition in re-

gards to chemistry, but also teaches us 
about life, mistakes, and success.”   

Another chemistry student, junior 
Nicole Granath, says that “besides being 
an adept teacher, Mr. 
Ruggieri is also 
a great person 
who respects 
hard work and 
is always avail-
able to help 
with any type 
of problem.”  

Junior Chris 
Weihs was lucky 
enough to 
h a v e 

had Mr. Ruggieri for his sophomore 
year, and now has him again this year.  

Weihs appreciates that Mr. Ruggieri 
is able to simplify complex concepts by 
applying them to real life, and believes 

that Mr. Ruggieri’s notes would make 
a better chemistry textbook than most 
professors’.  

Weihs sums up his experiences in 
Mr. Ruggieri’s class: “I’ve had him for 
two years of my high school career and 
my only regret is that I couldn’t have 
him for all four.”   

One might think that students dread 
chemistry class, but Nolte says she 
loves chemistry with Mr. Ruggieri, call-
ing it “a perfect day at the beach after 
weeks of thunderstorms”.  

After retiring from Darien High 
School, Mr. Ruggieri plans to travel 

and possibly continue teach-
ing outside Darien. He 

also will pursue another 
one of his passions—

carpentry.  He hopes 
to incorporate his 
carpentry skills with 
s o m e  vo l u n te e r 
work, perhaps for 
the charity Habitat 

for Humanity.  
Wherever Mr. Ruggieri goes, his pres-

ence in the DHS community and his 
enthusiasm for teaching will surely 
be missed!

Libby Rubin has left a legacy of ex-
cellence to the English department. 
She has been a teacher here for 40 
years.  Mrs. Rubin did her student 
teaching in spring of 1970 at DHS.  
Then, after teaching for seven years 
at Mather Junior High (which is now 
the Darien Town Hall), she came to 
DHS and has since taught several dif-
ferent classes including American 
Literature Honors, American Studies, 
Senior Composition, World Literature 
Seminar, Contemporary Fiction, and 
has taught 200, 300, and 400 levels.     

Mrs. Rubin says that what she’ll miss 
most about DHS are “the students, and 
the camaraderie within my department 
and the school.”  

Her class is the bright spot for many 
students.  “Mrs. Rubin will definite-
ly be missed when she retires.  Her 
class is one to look forward to,” junior 
Charlotte Schaffer said. 

Schaffer also says that she has had 
many memorable experiences in Mrs. 
Rubin’s class such as a nature walk 
during the Transcendental unit and 
class discussions that turned into in-
tense debates.  

Junior Chris Weihs says that he too 

has had memorable experiences in her 
class:  “On a daily basis Mrs. Rubin has 
prompted some of the most incredible 
class discussions… she has challenged 
me to think above and beyond.”   

Mrs. Rubin finds teaching truly re-
warding because not only does she get 
to work with kids, but she loves almost 
all of the literature that she gets to 
teach, especially The Great Gatsby.  But 
Mrs. Rubin is not ready to give up her 
passion just yet, and plans to work at 
private schools part-time, or mentor 
new teachers, another thing she loves 
to do.  

Mrs. Rubin also plans to spend 
time with her husband Doug who re-
tired from his position as DHS assis-
tant principal last year as well as her 
son in Colorado and daughter in New 
Hampshire. Of course she plans to read 
more books! 

Mrs. Rubin says it will be hard to go, 
and it will be difficult to leave her fellow 
English department members and stu-
dents behind.  “We laugh a lot in the 
department,” she says.  It will surely be 
just as hard for the DHS community to 
see Mrs. Rubin go!

Anne Roorbach has been a 
teacher in the Darien Public 
Schools for a long time, but she 
didn’t start out here. She began 
in New Jersey, taught briefly in 
Trumbull, and then came to 
DHS.  In her years spent at DHS, 
Señora Roorbach has taught 
Spanish at a few different levels 
including Spanish 2B, 3A, and 
3 Honors. 

She has also participated in 
many other things at DHS—she 
was involved in the Spanish 
Club for several years; went on 
student trips to Mexico and 
Spain; chaperoned on one of 

the China Exchange trips, 
and was a member of the 
Curriculum Committee 
a n d  t h e  S a bb a t i c a l 
Committee.  

Señora Roorbach said, “My goal has 
always been for my students to want to 
learn a foreign language fluently and 
spend time in a foreign country, and 
to become a world citizen.”  

In her many years of teaching, 
Señora Roorbach has had the challenge 
of creating a sense of appreciation for 
other cultures and making learning a 
new language fun. 

“My favorite part about teaching is 
when you have a great discussion in 
Spanish and I can sit back and forget 
about my lesson plan,” she says. 

It helps that she has such great abil-
ity in the classroom that kids gravi-
tate to her with genuine fondness.               
“Señora tiene un corazon grande…ella 
es mi profesora favorita, [Señora has a 
big heart… she is my favorite teacher]” 
sophomore Will Ropp said. 

One of Señora Roorbach’s former 

students, junior Emma Tuz, also found 
her Spanish learning experience en-
joyable and says, “Señora Roorbach 
infused us with a love for Spanish 
culture.”  

As much as Señora Roorbach loves 
her work, she says, “Teaching high 
school has kept me feeling young, but 
at the end of the day I definitely feel a 
day older.”  

Upon retirement, Señora Roorbach 
is excited to have the flexibility to 
travel and do whatever she would like. 
She also plans to do some volunteer 
work.  

Señora’s dedication to her work and 
her students is greatly appreciated by 
DHS. We wish her the best of luck!   

As this year’s football and basketball 
teams went out to play, the student 
body noticed the absence of a familiar 
face. DHS athletics was left without the 
extraordinary abilities of junior star 
Chris Allam: DHS’s loss proved to be 
the Berkshire School’s brief gain. 

Allam opted to enroll at the Sheffield, 
Mass. school to broaden his horizons 
both athletically and academically. 
However, after one semester, Blue Wave 
Pride helped pull him back. “I’m very 
happy to be back,” Allam said. “I like 
being able to see my family and friends 
every day. Plus, I have a lot more free-
dom here.”

With Allam’s return comes the 
answer to the ever popular question: 
what are the major differences between 
a private school and a prestigious high 
school like DHS? 

“With any boarding school, there are 
kids from all over the country so you 

get to experience a lot of different types 
of people,” Allam said. “But I really like 
DHS more because I get to see the kids 
that I grew up with every day and play 
sports with people I know and have 
known for a long time,” Allam said. 

He says the separation from home 
taught him the academic experience 
he left behind in Darien was actually 
better suited for him. “I guess board-
ing school wasn’t really my style, I 
wouldn’t go back again.”  

Upon his return in January, Allam 
quickly got back into the sports scene. 
He started on the boys’ basketball 
team, contributing speed, agility, and a 
good shot. Not surprisingly, Allam was 
voted FCIAC player to watch out for in 
his 2010 season. 

Allam is set to be a captain for boys’ 
basketball next year. He plans to tear 
up the court to boost the team’s abys-
mal 2010 FCIAC season record of 0-18.  

“I’m psyched to be a basketball captain 
and really hope that more people come 
out next year because it will be a really 
fun season.” 

Athletically, Allam finds private 
school less personal because he didn’t 
know as many people in the athletic 
world. Allam says it is hard to transi-
tion to playing with people he didn’t 
know from people he had known since 
he was a toddler. He says Berkshire 
could not replace the awesome athlet-
ics and personal team relationships 
he has developed in Darien. “It means 
a lot more to win with your brothers,” 
Allam said.  

Allam says he has found a couple ac-
ademic bright spots during this second 
half of his junior year.  “Academics 
aren’t really my strong point,” Allam 
said, “but I really love my ceramics 
class and Mr. Matthews is an awesome 
[English] teacher who has helped me 

a lot.” 
P r i v a t e 

s c h o o l 
for Allam 
was quite 
a  t r a n s i -
tion as ac-
ademics in 
private school 
can be more challenging for a 
student to adapt. “The hardest 
thing was the amount of home-
work,” Allam stated. “Every 
night we had three hours of 
solid work because we read a 
lot of books in English and 
has a lot of papers.”

Allam is happy to be 
back with his old, Darien 
friends and they are 
happy to see him roaming 
the halls again. “I’m really 
glad that Chris is back, he 

has a bubbly personality,” 
junior Ellie Bullitt said, 

“the junior class was run-
ning out of drama.” 

This seems to be 
the general consensus. 
“Chris has a really big 
personality and it’s 
good to see him back 
at school. I know a 
lot of people missed 
h i m ,”  s o p h o m o r e 
India Tibbets said.     

A l l a m ’ s  r e t u r n 
brings great changes 
for DHS’s senior class 
next year: his ath-
leticism and well-
known personality 
will be evident in 
the 2010-2011 school 

year.

Allam-a-Drama
Junior Chris allam Shares his Private School Struggle BY Claire DiCkSon

N

BY katherine Minion

>>> MORE ENILNO. For more on 
teachers retiring, see the June issue 
of Neirad Enilno.

Señora Roorbach plans to travel after 
her retirement from DHS this year.

Mr. Ruggieri will be pursuing his passion 
for carpentry upon retirement.

Mrs. Rubin will leave her 40-year 
legacy behind after this year. 

Chris Allam shows 
off his basketball 
wardrobe
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While it might be strange to think about, those adults 
that teach us every day once were teenagers.  In fact, 
many of them dressed up and attended their high 
school proms, too! Weird, right?  Their dresses and 
hair-do’s will attract a few laughs, but try to guess 
which teachers were once these stylin’ kids!
CoMpileD BY eMilY pik
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A: Mr. Egan B: Ms. Kasony C: Mr. Dooley D: Ms.Ginsburg E: Ms. Currier F: Ms. Launer G: Mrs. MacLehose H: Mrs. Wood I: Ms. D’Agostino J: Mrs. Leventhal K: Ms. Tsaparakis L: Ms. Heiden M: 
Ms. Degenhardt N: Ms. Seaman O: Ms. Cirino P: Mrs. Brooks Q: Mr. Marrash R: Mr. Pavia S: Mr. Strecker T: Ms. Young U: Ms. Sorenson V: Ms. Riordan W: Ms. Wilkins X: Mrs. Messineo Y: Mr. 
Otterspoor Z: Mrs. Ruegger AA: Mr. Reynolds BB: Ms. Scudder CC: Mr. Cross
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Early Admission. It’s been around 
for years, and several colleges have pro-
grams set up for it, most notably Bard 
College with its early admissions insti-
tution called Simon Rock. These pro-
grams, which allow students to leave 
high school early to attend college, 
have only recently gained popularity.  

One of DHS’s own, junior Daniel 
Campbell, has recently enrolled in an 
early admissions program through 
the University of Southern California 
Resident Honors Program. Campbell’s 
opportunity is prompting many stu-
dents to ask what early admission is 
and whether it is right for them

The USC Resident Honors Program 
is designed for high school juniors 
who want to leave high school during 
their senior year to become a college 
freshman. The program centers on 
the Thematic Option Honors Program, 
which USC describes as, “the nucle-
us of the Resident Honors Program.” 
The Thematic Option Honors Program 
features small courses involving “lit-
erature, history, philosophy, and sci-
ence.” 

Approximately 20 to 30 students 
are accepted into the program each 
year. Campbell is one of the rare few 
to make it into this elite group. He  
has had a distinguished high school 
career, enrolled in several AP classes 
with a GPA of 3.95. Campbell has writ-
ten for Neirad all three years and was 
named twice to the National Scholastic 
Press Association Honor Roll. He has 
also played rugby for three years and 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society. 

“I’m just looking for a normal col-
lege experience,” Campbell said on his 
hopes for next year. “I’m excited about 
it because there will be a lot more op-
portunity and a lot more people,” 

Campbell spoke about the program 
with great optimism. 

First, Campbell argues that had he 
decided to finish his senior year of 
high school, he would have, “just been 
taking AP courses which would have 
been basically the same thing.”  When 
Neirad asked Campbell what he was ex-
cited about from a non-academic point 
of view, he predicted that, “it will be a 
lot more fun than senior year would 
have been.”

Campbell says when he visited USC 
he felt perfectly at home and adjusted. 
“The Honors Program probably won’t 
be that hard of a transition for me.” 
Daniel spoke warmly of the Southern 
California community, and declared 
that he was not at all tentative about 
the early adjustment to college.

However, guidance department 
counselor Michael Caro stressed the 
importance of discretion when it 
comes to early admissions. Mr. Caro 
emphasized the fact that only a select 
small number of students actually 
have the maturity to handle college 
at an early age. Mr Caro said an even 
smaller amount have the academic 
accolades and work ethic necessary 
to embark on this program. He said 
first and foremost the program is for  
“people who are organized and astute 
enough to know it exists.” 

As the student population grows in 
numbers, there is a more pressing need 
to apply to colleges early, and the idea 
of early admission may seem quite at-
tractive to eager teens looking to leave 
high school early to get that edge. 

But it is important to bear in mind 
that unless a student has been sought 
after by a college, or are prepared to 
put in huge amounts of work, they 
probably aren’t suited for this in-
tense academic experience: senioritis 

(or even junioritis) is not an option 
for those taking this route.  Campbell 
went out to California to investigate 
the program during February break, 
although he had been researching it 
since he received a letter from USC 
in September. His visit and letter en-
tailed that Campbell complete exten-
sive research into the program before 
he made a decision. 

Mr. Caro stresses if a student’s mo-
tivation is “to skip out on high school, 
then you’re in hot water.” He also says 
that his biggest fear involving the pro-
gram is that it will seem like an attrac-
tively easy exit from high school life, a 
short cut to maturity. 

In reality it is for, “people who are 
prepared, sophisticated, and mature,” 
not to mention have above-average 
course work and SAT scores; have been 
requested or sought after by colleges; 
and are mature individuals.  A student 
also has to accept the fact they will not 
receive a high school diploma, and are 
prepared to do extensive research into 
the program. The early admissions 
program is not an easy feat by any 
means, and barely a select few can ac-
tually handle it. As Mr. Caro says, “you 
made a mistake if you want to avoid 
something.”

Campbell may be the best example 
available for the type of person inter-
ested in early admission. Chemistry 
teacher Art Ruggieri,who wrote one of 
Campbell’s college recommendations, 
describes his student as “one of the 
brighter students, in a very intelligent 
class. He’s very self-directed, and likes 
an academic challenge.” 

Mr. Ruggieri agreed the early admis-
sions option is not for everyone, and 
students must possess academic ex-
cellence as well as “socialization skills.” 
He said that a student like Campbell 

who was interested is probably “not 
challenged enough academically in 
high school.”

In Campbell’s case, “USC sent [him] 
a letter because of [his] PSAT scores. 
The average SAT scores for the Honors 
Program were around 2200, and the 
average GPA was over 4.0.” (Campbell 
claims that these guidelines may be 
slightly skewed, as his GPA rose .2, but 
nevertheless they remain extremely 
difficult). 

The USC guidelines claim that 
they are looking for students with “a 
record of success in high school such 
as honors, AP and IB courses, summer 
programs, leadership experience, and 
special talents.” A cumulative SAT over 
2100 is required, as well as an A average. 
The program also requires two letters 
of recommendation from high school 
teachers. 

The junior who thinks he or she has 
the emotional maturity and sophistica-
tion of an excellent college 
student, and 
is absolute-
ly  p o s i t ive 
the program 
is  the 

right choice should still have inten-
sive discussions with teachers and a 
guidance counselor. 

The most obvious tip off whether 
or not it is the right program academi-
cally would probably hinge on wheth-
er or not any college has shown or 
initiated any interest.  Mr. Caro said. 
“These colleges go out of their way to 
pick people,” and claims that for the 
most part, the colleges can best seek 
out the most appropriate students for 
the program.

No, the early admissions program is 
not for everyone. It is a program that is 
designated to the select few, those who 
can make the transition to college with 
great ease, who perform well above av-
erage in school, and who are looking 
for new opportunities that they can 
handle with maturity: not an easy exit 
out of senior year. 

Daniel C. Becomes a Young Trojan 
Junior Dan Campbell Will Not Officially Graduate From High School BY MiChael Coe

As the month of May nears, there is only one thing that is on the minds of DHS students. With finals as something in the far future and April break as only a 
sweet memory of the past; students are now focusing on the prom. With our upcoming Junior/Senior Prom, DHS is buzzing with questions like who will ask 
who, who will be the next Prom King/Queen, but more importantly,who is wearing what? To help satisfy your curiosity and perhaps inspire you for your own 
prom attire, Neirad has asked a diverse group of prom-goers what they are wearing, and what they wouldn’t be caught dead in at the prom.

roViNg rePorTer: Prama ediTioN

* From The Staff: Kelsey Ott: i am wearing an extremely pretty dress that i haven’t picked out yet! Meg Murphy: i am wearing a pink-sequined dress with four-inch heels, but my 
prom date will still be eight inches taller than me!  Britt Gordon: emily broke my heart, but i was able to replace her! i will be looking snazzy in a blue suede tuxedo. Parker Lange: 
i’m still looking for a prom date. Emily Pik: My inspiration is lady GaGa. Ian Sullivan: Black tuxedo...duh! Charles Spivey: it’s not about what i’m wearing... it’s how i’m arriving--
in a Maserati! Christian Panier: i don’t know, yet. My girlfriend is picking it out. Jay alter: Senior Cali Ceglarski rejected me...  
—Compiled By Rebecca Liu and Meg Murphy

What are you Wearing to Prom?*

“Deep black tux, black vest, and a 
bangin’ gold tie.”

— Rickey Terhune, senior

“i have been too busy with my 
campaign to think about prom.”  

—David Bigelow, junior

“i’m wearing a long white strap-
less dress with pink flowers.”  

—Taylor Wells, senior

“i’ll be wearing black everything: 
bow tie, cumberbund, tux and 
studs.”

— William Plunkett, senior

“i got to design my own poofy 
buttercup yellow, taffeta, strap-
less dess.”

— Allison Wetterauw, junior

“i’m wearing a black tuxedo, a 
cumberbund and a fake mus-
tache for fun.”

—Ryan Saffa, senior

Senior Justin Marks got ready 
for prom early sporting a flashy 

white tux in school!

N

Junior Daniel Campbell admiring 
a poster of his new school
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Like most freshmen at Darien High 
School, Ryo Usami participates in one 
of the many high school sports teams 
and works hard in school. However, 
what makes this freshman different 
is his remarkable tennis ability and as 
junior Rupert Hansford says, “His in-
credible violin talent.” 

For those that don’t know Usami, 
it may because they have 
only vaguely heard of his al-
ter-egos: Honda Civic, RVU, 
Shogun, or Yo-Ryo.  Whatever 
the name may be, Usami  has 
impressed students around 
the school ever since he 
stepped into a classroom in 
fourth grade.

Like most famous musi-
cians, Usami picked up the 
violin when he was young, 
beginning lessons at age 
seven in Maryland. He then 
moved to Darien and started 
being tutored by his private 
teacher Akiko Silver. “Playing the violin 
is more exciting than people think,” 
Usami said. “When you perform, thou-
sands of people get to see you show off 
your talent.”

Usami’s prowess has not only been 
showcased in Darien, but he has also 
performed at Carnegie Hall. He joined 
the New York Youth Symphony to per-
form in the ultimate musician’s dream 
in March. “It was an unreal experience 

to perform at the famous Carnegie Hall 
in New York City,” Usami said. “I got to 
play with the best of the best of stu-
dents from the ages 12-22.”

Usami also told Neirad he wishes to 
continue his violin career beyond his 
high school years. “I do hope to pursue 
some type of main or side career with 
music. I love it too much to just play it 

for recreational purposes.” On top of 
the New York Youth Symphony, Usami 
is also playing for the Darien High 
School orchestra in order to improve 
his already astonishing talent.

When students were asked about 
Usami’s incredible skill, senior tennis 
co-captain Britt Gordon said, “Usami’s 
musical talent is something I have 
never seen before. He is amazing!”

Junior Amanda Brodsky agreed 

with Gordon saying, “Usami is a mu-
sical genius.”

Usami’s unique ability doesn’t stop 
there; he landed the number two dou-
bles spot alongside junior Malcolm 
Willis on the varsity tennis team. “I had 
the same drive for violin and tennis. I 
started playing in 3rd grade and have 
participated in numerous USTA junior 
matches around the Tri-State area,” 
Usami said. Although Usami hasn’t 
received any medals in his tennis 
tournaments, his drive for practicing 
every day will propel him to a medal-
like stature. 

Along with other tennis 
p l a y e r s,  t e a m m a t e 
Hansford was over-
whelmed with what he 
witnessed at tryouts. “I had 
never seen someone move as 
gracefully as Ryo on the tennis 
court before… He moves like a 
martial arts fighter.”

Being the only freshman 
on varsity, Usami has some 
big shoes to fill with the 
departure of last year’s 
seniors. “ The senior 
class that graduated, 
which included 
my brother Kei 
[Usami], was a 
remarkable class 
that brought home the 
state championship three 

years in a row. I, along 
with the rest of the 
team, hope to ac-
complish a four-
peat in States 
this year. I am 
s o  g r a t e - f u l 
to play under great 
c a p - tains and I believe 
t h a t we have a team that 
c a n easily compete for the 

title.”
Being a freshman varsi-

ty tennis player and a mu-
sician in an orchestra that 

plays  at Carnegie 
Hall has contrib-

uted to an im-
pressive resume 
for Ryo Usami. 

His innate talents 
along with his grow-

ing popularity in the school 
have made him a musical and 
athletic icon.  

Although Usami has not 
competed in tournaments for 

his violin ability, he still hopes to 
contend in national tournaments 

when he goes off to college. “Being 
a part of the symphony that plays at 

Carnegie Hall has really opened me 
up to the music world.  I have become 
so familiar with it and have begun to 
have a passion for the instrument,” 
Usami said.
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“It’s one of the best concerts of the 
entire year, but no one knows about 
it.” This is what sophomore musi-
cian Haley Miller said of the annual 
Darien Youth Composers Concert. 
Haley’s right.

This event does not get the atten-
tion it deserves. In fact, when I was 
dropped off to see it on the night of 
April 7, there were more cars in the 
Darien High School parking lot for 
youth lacrosse practice than for the 
concert. 

Held every spring, it is easily lost in 
the gap between Theatre 308’s musical 
and the spring concert series. Sadly, de-
spite its merits, usually few more than 
the parents of its participants show up 
at the annual spring event. 

If the music was insufferable and 
there was absolutely no reason to 
come, then this would be no crime. 
Heck, that’s sorta what I was half-ex-
pecting from the 22 elementary school 
students who were entered. But, as it 
turns out, this is just not the case. 

For me, the little kids were the ones 
who blew me away the most. My expec-
tations for the musicality of eight-year-

olds sat cross-legged at the bottom of 
the Hudson River. It took about 50 sec-
onds for my reaction to jump to the top 
of the Chrysler Building.

These kids were playing songs with 
verses and choruses, hooks and licks. 
A majority even sang, and sang better 
and more sincerely than the Miranda 
Cosgroves and Selena Gomezes they 

most likely watch every day. How they 
pulled this off I have no clue, but as a 
collective they succeeded in doing so. 
Obviously there was a whole range in 
regards to my wow-o-meter, but noth-
ing made me cover my ears and plenty 
left me smiling.

The concert’s seven high schoolers 
presented a different kind of music. 
The elementary school tunes, on one 

hand, were exactly what their name 
suggests: simple, similar, and most 
likely discovered by accident. You can 
tell with our DHS students’ works that 
every note was there for a reason. Each 
one was deliberated upon and chosen 
as a statement. Results proved power-
ful—forays out of the world of jingle 
and into the world of art, where real 

music lives and thrives.
One standout was sophomore 

Thomas Ice’s solo piano composition 
“Da Figlio”. It featured a hauntingly raw 
minor-key theme that was explored 
in multiple diverse ways from begin-
ning to end. It had a modern-classical 
feel, but here and there Ice would end 
a phrase with a sustained blues chord, 
speaking to the broader influences 

driving it. This melancholy piece is 
quite a statement once one learns that 
the title is Italian for “the child”, a title 
which would usually suggest a peppy, 
playful ditty. Ice’s creation was some-
thing entirely different. Coherent, fo-
cused, and powerful, “Da Figlio” could 
easily tug on anyone’s heartstrings. 

Also noteworthy is junior Matthew 
Gentile’s “Pulsating Current”. Gentile 
made use of a repeat pedal to layer four-
bar phrases from his electric violin on 
stage in real time. While it probably 
would have been easier to assemble 
a small ensemble to play the separate 
parts, why be normal when you can be 
memorable?

Next April, if you find yourself with 
nothing to do, just show up at the 
F-wing auditorium for some good en-
tertainment. You don’t have to plan for 
it or dress up. The program only lasts 
about 90 minutes, so having home-
work is no excuse. Admission is free, 
and the music is good. 

If you still don’t believe me, check 
the online May edition of Neirad Enilno 
for an extended review.

The Ryo Usami Experience

BY ChriS JanSon 

“Students’ compositions were 
“forays out of the world of jingle 
and into the world of art, where 

real music lives and thrives.”

N

“lis-ten for my store on wheels 
ding-a-ling down the street. the 
cream-i-est dream-i-est soft ice 
cream you get from Mis-ter Sof-
tee for a re-fresh-ing de-light 
su-preme.” Many DhS athletes 
know the Mister. Softee ice cream 
truck because of this interminable 
noise as it circles the oval turf. 
“the music is the most obnoxious 
noise; the ice cream is good but the 
music kind of ruins it,” sophomore 
trackie robin Bone said.

Mister Softee is known to 
replay the “ice cream song” over 
and over, right around the end of 
many school sports’ practices. 
he is usually either near the oval 
turf or the parking lot outside 
of the gym. When asked about 
the success of Mister Softee 
and his transportable treats, 
the ice cream man, Jose, (who 
declined to give his last name) 
admitted his business strategy 
of camping out after school 
sports practices is not necessarily 
the best revenue-generator. 

Jose said business has been 
slow this spring. “there aren’t very 
many sales after school. Some 
days the business is successful but 
many other days’ kids just jump in 
their cars and leave,” Jose said. 

 is it because of the constant 
song he plays as he drives all over 
the DhS campus? according to 
Jose, “Most of the kids don’t wait 
around to buy ice cream. i usually 
sell four or five a day. Sometimes it’s 
successful, but sometimes it isn’t.”

Jose has been working for the 
Mister Softee transportable ice 
cream business for three years.  
he comes to the high school 
almost every week day around 
5:30 pm to coincide with the end 
of practice. according to Jose, 
“the song doesn’t bother me.”  

everywhere, kids ranging from 
as young as seven years old to 
high school teenagers always 
associate the “ice cream song” 
with excitement because this 
melody signals refreshing ice 
cream after a long hard workout.  “i 
love the ice cream, it tastes really 
good. the music also attracts you 
to the truck, it definitely makes 
an appearance”, sophomore 
tennis player Jack rehm said.  

But some athletes are not 
psyched about the auditory 
presence of this grating 
melody. they refer to the ice 
cream truck as “annoying” and 
“bothersome”. Sophomore 
laxer Connor McCarthey 
flatly stated, “it bothers me.” 

McCarthey often finds himself 
practicing on the oval turf, a 
vulnerable position often within 
earshot of the ice cream truck. 
“he comes everyday and drives 
around. even though our coach 
doesn’t care, it’s annoying to 
many people on the team.” 
McCarthey as well as many other 
athletes have grown tired of 
listening to the “ice cream song.”

Sophomore laxer Charlett 
Stevenson doesn’t buy ice 
cream from Mister Softee 
solely because of the music. 
“Sometimes i hear the song in 
my sleep, it’s really disturbing.” 

While most athletes hope there 
is only a certain amount of time 
before Jose stops driving the 
ice cream truck around the DhS 
oval turf, those who don’t mind 
the song anticipate that Jose’s 
low amount of sales won’t stop 
him from selling Mister Softee 
ice cream on DhS property.

Softee 
No More
BY ShelBY penFielD

Darien’s Best Kept Musical Secret

Freshman is a Rising Talent on the Violin and on the Tennis Court

youth Composers Concert is Not Well-Known, But It Is Very Worthwhile

Footwear
Apparel
Accessories
Energy Bars!

Runner’s Roost 
Darien, CT
Proudly Serving Connecticut since 1978

BY ian SUlliVan 

N

Ryo Usami shows off his musical (above) 
and athletic (right) talents

N

Mister. Softee serves  ice cream



the golf team is in full swing this 
year. Junior captain andrew Winter 
is ready for a promising season with 
fellow senior captains Sean Fahey 
and tim Westcott.  Winter gained 
a coveted captain spot despite 
being a year shy of his senior year. 

Winter campaigned for his 
leadership role at the end of his 
sophomore season in the spring.  
he played in several varsity 
matches, and performed at a 
spectacular level at the most 
important time of the year.  During 
the FCiaC tournament, Winter 
shot an even par 71, and then 
went on to shoot a 75 in States. 
“hopefully i can play well enough 
throughout the season to help lead 
us into the playoffs,” Winter said.

in additon to his stellar 
performance on the team, Winter 
was elected captain because 
of his leadership and popularity 
among his teammates. “i never 
knew andrew before this year, and 
now that i do, i am glad he is my 
captain,” freshman kieran Suri  said. 

Winter demonstrates his 
commitment by always trying to 
improve the team.  Being a new 
captain, Winter designed a fresh 
workout plan for conditioning 
practice.  the three captains 
lead these workouts, and 
Winter’s physique gets a lot of 
attention in the weight room. 
“his teammates flock to him in 
droves because of his intimate 
knowledge of the game and his 
massive pecs,” Westcott said.

although he is a junior captain, 
Winter feels that he gets treated 
the same way as the senior 
captains.  “i think most of the 
team responds to me just as if i 
were a senior captain, so it doesn’t 
feel that unusual,” Winter said.  

Winter is joined by juniors 
Chris Carmody and Brian Curry.  
With the two of them as juniors, 
Winter feels comfortable with 
them and has kept the same 
relationship with them.  “BCurry 
and Carmodizzle are still both my 
boys and that’s not really going to 
change,” Winter said.  even though 
he still treats them with the same 
respect he always has, there 
are benefits to his captainship.  
“it’s fun to have more power 
over them,” Winter jokingly said.

as well as the leadership, 
Winter brings a whole lot of 
confidence to his fellow players.  
“if Sean, tim, and i can lead the 
team as well as help strengthen 
our four and five spots on varsity, 
we would have a team that 
could compete against any other 
team in the state,” Winter said. 

the golf team this year has many 
strengths that could lead to major 
success. the main strength of this 
year’s team is the focus that each 
member brings.  “My best quality 
in golf is my focus, i feel that it 
can really make a difference in my 
scores for the better,” Winter said.  
With practices four out of five days 
a week, each day consisting of nine 
holes at Woodway Country Club, 
Wee Burn Country Club, or Country 
Club of Darien, the team looks to 
greatly improve from last year.

Winter believes in this year’s 
squad. “it is important for us to stay 
focused every match and during 
p r a c t i c e in order to 
keep our goals within 
r e a c h ,” Winter said.
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Rookie Roster Battles On
With a young Lineup, the DHS Softball Team is upholding an Outstanding Record   BY katie StUeBer

When you roll into Darien High 
School, one of the first things you’ll 
come across is the well-kept, luscious 
softball field that is rumored to be one 
of the best-ranked fields in the FCIAC. 
This field is impossible to miss and is 
where DHS softball players find them-
selves spending the majority of their 
time in the spring. With an amazing 
season last year under its belt, the 
stakes are surely set high for the team. 
Darien softball head coach of four 
years, Nick DeMaio, said, “Last season 
was the best season in program histo-
ry going 17-3. We made it to States and 
FCIACs and we expect to make it back 
there again.” The team has had a prom-
ising start to the season with a record 
of 11-2 (latest statistics at press time on 
May 7). However, the climb to the top is 
not going to be an easy challenge with 
some obstacles facing its way.

One of the major setbacks this year 
is the lack of upperclassmen on the 
team. After losing five of its key seniors 
last year, the team was left with only 
one starting junior, Nicole Buch, and 
one starting senior, Michele Piccaro. 
The only other senior on the team, 
Kelsey Ott, is out for the season recov-
ering from illness.

Not only did the team suffer the loss 
of its seniors, but many upperclassmen 
decided not to return to the team this 
year after playing softball for the last 
three years, if not longer. Four seniors 
and three juniors did not come back, 

and three more juniors quit during 
the season. To get some reasons as to 
why this may have happened, some 
of the girls explained themselves and 
their decision. “I played softball since I 
was seven years old so that’s 11 years,” 

senior Alexa Tarantino said. “I played 
more my freshman and sophomore 
year on varsity than I did my junior 
year, which is supposed to be the most 
important year to someone who wants 
to play at the next level. I made a deci-
sion to be happy my senior year and 
have fun instead of being at the high 
school until 6:30 p.m. every day.”

“I decided at the end of last season 
that I was not going to come back for 
my senior year. I felt as though there 
was no point to playing. I got replaced 
by underclassmen,” another former 
player who chose to remain name-
less said.

In the end, it mostly came down to 
the lack of playing time some of the 
upperclassmen were receiving. While 
some may feel this is unfair, it is also 
the perfect time to take the well-known 
quote, “age is nothing but a number”, 
into consideration. 

“As a coach, when you get to varsity 
athletics—unfortunately at that point 
and time one of your main consider-
ations is putting your best team on 
the field or the one that gives you the 
best chances of winning, regardless of 
age,” Coach DeMaio said. A strategy 
that has proved itself to be very effec-
tive due to the winning season that has 
come of it so far.

With only two upperclassmen start-
ing, the softball team has had to ac-
commodate by filling the spots with 
mostly sophomores and even fresh-
men. The starting lineup includes one 
senior, one junior, six sophomores, and 
one freshman. When asked about the 
impact the lack of upperclassmen may 
have on the team, Coach DeMaio said, 
“It doesn’t really affect us that much 
because we have a core group of sopho-
mores, some of which started varsity as 
freshman. Even though they are young, 
they’re experienced.” 

“The underclassmen have been 
playing together with us for years 
during the summer and we have a very 
strong bond,” junior captain Nicole 
Buch said.

Sophomore pitcher Jessica DeMaio 
has even pitched two no hitters, a great 
achievement for a sophomore.

Even though the surplus of talent in 
the underclassmen is ideal in support-

ing the team, it does present adversi-
ty in some ways. “Since the team is so 
young, it is  hard for some of the play-
ers to maintain the focus that Coach 
DeMaio expects us to have to win. It 
was hard for a lot of the young players 

to realize how serious playing at a var-
sity level can be.” However, the young-
ness of the team also has its benefits. 
Piccaro said, “Although the number of 
times DeMaio has yelled at us has sub-
stantially increased this season, the 
underclassmen make the long practic-
es a lot more fun and tolerable,” senior 
captain Michele Piccaro said.

And this aspect would be extreme-
ly helpful considering the amount of 
time the team spends on the field. The 
girls practice six days a week from after 
school to about 6 pm. “Each practice 
has different components. Typically, 
we do about two hours in repetition 
and then move on to play live,” Coach 
DeMaio said. Not only are the girls ex-
pected to work hard during the season, 
but they are also committed to prac-
ticing year round and attend clinics 
throughout the fall and winter. 

This dedication and mentality has 
led to a terrific start to the season and is 
sure to bring the team closer to achiev-
ing its goals. “I didn’t think it would be 
possible to top our season last year, but 
we are having an even better start this 
year,” Piccaro said.

As for the hopes of the season, Buch 
said, “Our goal for this year is to win 

both FCIACs and States. The main 
focus is to practice hard everyday and 
take it one game at a time. Playing in 
the State championship game last year 
was awesome and our goal is to get 
back there and win.” 

As for the perfect softball field, 
DeMaio claims the key is, “A lot of extra 
time on field maintenance on top of 
coaching.” This dedicated coach admits 
to adding fertilizer to the field in addi-
tion to what is provided by the Board 
of Education, and he takes the time for 
lots of trimming and watering. 

The softball team is very excited 
about the upcoming Home-Run Derby 
they organized for May 15. At this event, 
anyone can come, and for $1 you can 
take one swing in attempt to hit a 
home run over the fence. All the money 
earned goes to the Cancer Society.

Even with a young roster, the tal-
ented team has managed to uphold 
an amazing recor and is well on its way 
toward reaching its goals of winning 
FCIACs and States. The softball team 
is sometimes overlooked by the DHS 
community, but the team’s achieve-
ments are sure to be something to brag 
about this season. Darien is beginning 
to take notice of the team’s success, and 
we should be there to support them 
throughout the spring. This season 
has laid the foundation for many suc-
cessful softball seasons to come, which 
will in turn bring a well-deserved name 
to Blue Wave Softball.   N

Sophomores Get Dizzy at the Batcave

N

Winter Rules 
the Golf Team
BY SaM nelSon

There are a few sure signs of spring 
that appear every year: birds chirp-
ing, warmer days, and the backyard 
pastime of Wiffle Ball. Just as pond 
hockey is important to DHS students 
for getting through the long winter, 
Wiffle Ball helps pass those final three 
months of spring until school gets out, 
especially for about 30 sophomores.

In sophomore Danny Rizzuto’s 
backyard, on Leeuwarden Road, a 
makeshift field called “The Batcave” 
(bats occasionally drop in to watch 
on warm evenings) provides the set-
ting for the countless games played 
from April to June. Complete with 
foul poles, outfield fencing, and even 

bleachers, The Batcave is to Wiffle 
Ball what Wrigley Field is to baseball. 

Considered the “animal of pitch-
ing” sophomore Ben Hall says, “Forget 
MLB. Wiffle Ball at the cave is the real 
deal. This is where the magic hap-
pens.” This is true, as the heartland of 

Wiffle Ball just happens to be Fairfield 
County.  The year was 1952 and in David 
Mullany’s Fairfield backyard, his son 
and friends struggled to play baseball 
in the cramped space. Mullany creat-
ed a perforated plastic ball for his son 
to throw curve balls, and almost 60 
years later the game is a nation-wide 
obsession. In fact, Fairfield County 
is still the Wiffle Ball headquarters. 
Wiffle Ball Inc is based in Shelton.  

According to the players, The 
Batcave is the shrine to Wiffle Ball 
players everywhere, or more specifi-
cally DHS sophomores. Rizzuto said 
his backyard is the ideal venue be-
cause it is shaped like a square box 
– perfect dimensions for Wiffle Ball. 

 The league is open to anyone 
with a team of three, and anyone 
with a competitive attitude. Just 
stepping onto the field, one can feel 

the atmosphere that has been built 
up. “This is pretty unique,” sopho-
more Will “Slammin Jammin” Ropp 
said. “It gets pretty legit over here.”

Ropp’s words are true, as this field 
doesn’t just host amateur pick-up 
games. A tournament so deep in talent 

and drama that would make the NCAA 
Basketball tourney jealous highlights 
the Wiffle Ball season. The 2nd annual 
tournament will take place on May 22. 

“ T h e  i n t e n s i t y  i s  i n c r e d i -
ble. Nowhere else can you experi-
ence this sort of drama,” commis-
sioner of the league, Rizzuto said. 
Instead of NCAA Cinderellas like the 
1985 Villanova Wildcats or the 2006 
George Mason Patriots, this tour-
nament has played host to legend-
ary teams like the 2008 Chickens and 
Nematodes and the 2009 Creepas. 

The key to Wiffle Ball is not in the 
bat, but the arm. “Pitching is the big-
gest aspect to Wiffle Ball. The whole 
game centers around it. You have to 
make the ball move,” Rizzuto said.

The league is also excited by the 
new addition made to the field in 
the “off-season.” Lighting was in-

stalled above the field which now 
allows all of the drama and action 
to take place late into the night.

“I’m not sure how the neighbors 
will react to Wiffle Ball at 1 am, but 
we’ll find out this season,” Rizzuto 
said. A tournament game is typical-
ly three innings, but with the high 
level of talent, it isn’t rare for games 
to go on for eight or nine innings.

Along with the new lights this year 
comes a press box, a seven-foot high out-
field wall, and a stadium sound system 
(consisting of an iPod and an iHome).

“We’ve been in talks with FOX and 
ESPN over broadcasts of our games. 
So yeah, I guess I can speak for all of 
us when I say there is no higher level of 
competition than our league,” Hall said.

In a league where four-foot curve 
balls are thrown and where outfield-
ers often end up over the fence making 
a game-saving grab, high competi-
tion might be an understatement.

“It is actually pretty neat though, 
how much this has grown,” Rizzuto 
said. “What started out as three or 
four guys throwing a last-minute 
game together has slowly evolved 
i n to  a  h u g e  th i n g  th at  eve r y -
one looks forward to each year.”

So while you make think of flow-
ers blooming and longer days, a few 
group of dedicated “athletes” see Wiffle 
Ball as their true sign of spring.

BY rYan BartholD

“Forget MLB. Wiffle Ball at the cave is the real 
deal. This is where the magic happens.”

Sophomore Jessica DeMaio  at the wind up

Freshman Emma Hamiliton slides into 
second base

With a Makeshift Wiffle Ball Field, Sophomores Create Their Own League

Sophomore Bryan Previte tries to make 
contact at the “Batcave”
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