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Sinterklass: Back to Ole Europe 
Spencer Matson
 ——————————————————————————
Managing Editor 

It’s hard to find a student at 
Darien High School who doesn’t 
enjoy Christmas. The nostalgic love 
for the yuletide season and all the vari-
ous gifts and foods that accompany 
this time of year transcend all matu-
rity levels. Of course, the prior state-
ment isn’t meant to insinuate that the 
following article is at all slanted to-
wards one particular religious holiday. 
While Christmas may appear to be the 
dominant religious holiday in Darien 
this season, let it be not forgotten that 
plenty of other winter festivals are cel-
ebrated. So to that end, let’s get some 
of the bases covered. 

 H a p py  H o l i d ays !  H ave  a 
Merry Christmas! Happy Hanukkah! 
Celebrate Kwanzaa with Racial Pride! 
Īd sa‘īd! Glücklich Yuletide! Try 
to Contain Your Excitement for St. 
Stephen’s Day! S’Rozhdestvom 
Kristovym! Feliz Navidad! 

 Of course, that’s but a triangu-
lar-chunk of the holiday-greetings 
Toblerone. But then again, if that were 
to continue much longer, it would 
probably start becoming redundant. 
(And pretty tedious!) Although now 
that that uninteresting portion of this 
piece is over and done, the main focus 
can begin to emerge. But before that, 
let’s take a look at Santa Claus.

 It is probably widely accepted 
that Santa Claus “is the man”. Despite 
the threat of poor weather and debili-
tating obesity, Santa Claus still man-
ages to get around the world every 
Christmas Eve to give gifts to all the 
good children. The jolly fat man serves 
as an international symbol of fulfill-
ment and is one of the most recogniz-
able personages in human history. 

 However, the historical basis 
for Santa Claus has been, in many 
respects, lost amongst the annals of 
American culture. So, let’s look at 
Santa Claus’ name as an example. 
Without any further research, the name 
“Santa Claus” may seem to be some 
sort of minor economic gimmick that 
could be used to easily convey the 

spirit of Christmas. However, Santa 
Claus is fundamentally derived from 
the historical figure of Saint Nicholas 
of Myra. 

 Put quite simply, Saint Nicholas 
was a Turkish bishop from 270-343 
who was the patron Saint of Sailors 
and Children. He was the one who 
began the whole “gift-giving” tradi-
tion. The story goes that in 
his travels, Saint Nicholas 
would save children from 
becoming slaves and would 
give children anonymous gifts 
in the night. In a sense, these 
actions “snowballed” (excuse 
the holiday pun) and the tradi-
tion of anonymous gift giving 
now fully symbolizes the winter 
season. 

 But, how did Saint Nicholas 
become the Santa Claus we know 
today? If one views Saint Nicholas as 
being the direct descendent of Santa 
Claus, then that individual would be 
missing perhaps the most awesome 
lineage step of them all. Who could 
possible forget Sinterklaas?!? 

  For those sorry individuals who 
may not know, Sinterklaas is, in a few 
respects, very similar to Santa Claus. 
Essentially, Sinterklaas is a holi-
day tradition in the low countries of 
Europe. Primarily in the Netherlands, 
Sinterklaas serves as a representation 
of Saint Nicholas and is celebrated on 
December 5, Saint Nicholas Day. It is 
on this day, that Sinterklaas arrives by 
ferry from Spain and travels through-
out the countries of Europe giving 
out small gifts to good children, and 
having his helper Zwarte Piet dole out 
punishments for the bad children. 

 Let ’s  look at  the garb of 
Sinterklaas. Sinterklaas follows a 
similar hue to Santa Claus by going 
along with the whole red/white theme. 
Sinterklaas is usually dressed in red’s 
bishop gown, with white gloves, and 
white shoes along with a full white 
beard. On his head, Sinterklaas dons 
a red mitre (usually with the Christian 
Cross on it) and holds a long colored 
staff with an elaborate top (crosier). 

So in a sense, Sinterklaas is essen-
tially just a big, red bishop. A big, red 
bishop who loves to give his small 
gifts to young children. Hmm...

  While Santa Claus has 
plenty of helpers in the forms of 
his elves, his rein-
d e e r, 

a n d 
good,  o le  M rs. 

Claus, Sinterklaas has to get 
help from a more “eclectic” cast. 
Now, before continuing, let it be 
reminded that Sinterklaas can take 
different manifestations in the dif-
ferent countries of Europe. For ex-
ample, in Dutchland, oh pardon, the 
Netherlands, Sinterklaas is just plain 
old Sinterklaas. In France, he goes 
by his predecessor’s name of Saint 
Nicholas. In Germany, he comes 
from heaven in the manifestation of 
Nikolaus. In Switzerland, he comes 
from the Black Forest as Samichaus. 
And so on, and so forth. 

And as well as that, Sinterklaas’s 
helpers may vary from country to 
country. But for simplicity’s sake, 
it’ll be easier to just characterize them 
all as one great entity. Now back to 
Sinterklaas’s helpers. 

You know Dasher? Dancer? 
Prancer? Vixen? Comet? Cupid? 
Donder? Blitzen? Santa’s reindeer 

right? Instead of that elaborate show 
of eight (nine if you count Rudolph) 
animals of transport, Sinterklaas only 
has one humble horse (wouldn’t PETA 
be proud?). Slechtweervandaag rides 

with Sinterklaas on the rooftops 
of the Netherlands’s homes and 
anxiously eats carrots left by 
Dutch children in their klom-
pen. If Slechtweervandaag 
is too much of a mouthful 
for you (and by the way, 
Slechtweervandaag lit-
erally translate to “Bad 
Weather Today”), the 
horse also goes by the 
name of Amerigo.

 N o w,  i t  w a s 
mentioned earlier that 
Sinterklaas does not 
actually dole out the 
punishments him-
self, so he has his 
little helper Zwarte 
Piet, which literal-
ly means “Black 

Peter.” This usually 
ends up meaning that whoever 

gets the joy of playing Zwarte Piet in 
the Dutch celebrations gets to put on 
blackface and a little Spanish gown. 
As you can see, Zwarte Piet is prob-
ably the most racially sensitive of the 
bunch. How Zwarte Piet came under 
Sinterklaas’ rule varies from place to 
place, but it really does not matter. In 
the Netherlands, Zwarte Piet serves as 
a sort of mental scare tactic. Parents 
tell children that if they are bad, 
Zwarte Piet will kidnap them and 
take them to Spain. I wouldn’t mind 
a summer in Spain, but for the effect 
of it, “Oh the horrors…”. 

If Zwarte Piet scares you, some 
of Sinterklaas’ other helpers in differ-
ent countries will blow the hell out of 
what it means to be naughty or nice. 
For example, Knecht Ruprecht , a 
Sinterklaas companion, is the German 
equivolent to Zwarte Piet except that 
instead of simply abducting children, 
he whips them with rods. In parts of 
Austria, the helper of Sinterklaas is 

Darien Gets a Taste of Winter
Courtney Whiting and Hadley Green Explore Suburban Wintertime
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Christy’s 
Santa Story
Christy Lattimer
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

Everyone knows the classic 
movie “A Christmas Story”, one of the 
funniest holiday tales of all time.  And 
for those who aren’t quite feeling that 
holiday spirit, I highly suggest you see 
the film. The movie has an important 
message – beware of Santa!! 

“A Christmas Story” is the be-
loved tale of young Ralphie Parker a 
child on a desperate mission to get 
a Red Ryder BB Gun for Christmas.  I 
especially loved this movie because 
I was able to connect with dear little 
Ralphie. As Ralphie and I found, Santa 
is not always nice. Like every child, 
Ralphie and I had the dream of fi-
nally landing a face-to-face with the 
jolly fat man: a final chance to tell the 
Christmas CEO about that one spe-
cial present. Imagine how Ralphie 
and I felt when the moment was de-
stroyed.

 But when Ralphie finally gets his 
shot he is ripped off Santa’s lap. As 
Ralphie is about to be pushed down 
the slide he beseeches Santa with a 
request for the Red Ryder BB Gun.  
Santa responds by shoving Ralphie 
down the slide!

 This scene rings all too true. 
When I was a mere six-years-old I too 
went to visit Mr. Claus filled with hope 
for that one special gift: a warm little 
puppy.  I sat on his lap filled with de-
light.  I was eager to tell Santa about 
the only thing I wanted. I had longed 
for a puppy for many years. I had al-
ready brainstormed a list of names for 
a girl and boy dog.  I would practice 
walking around with an empty leash 
for hours on end.  

I hopped onto his lap. In a seem-
ingly cheerful voice Santa asked me, 
“Why hello dear, what would you 
like for Christmas?”  With the politest 
voice I could muster, I squeaked out, 
“I would love a puppy.”  Santa turned 
to me. His eyes narrowed as he said, 
“Do you know how much responsibil-
ity you need to take care of a puppy!  
You need to feed it. Take it to the 
doctor when it gets sick . Pay for all 
the things it needs. You even have to 
pick up its crap!” Tears welled up in my 
eyes as I realized my dreams had been 
shattered.  My only opportunity for a 
puppy gone forever.  How could this 
man claim to be Santa? Had I gotten 
into a line for the Grinch? 

I didn’t receive my puppy that 
year (wonder why) But eventually, 
a Christmas angel granted my wish. 
Five years later I received my dog, 
Tobey.  He is a dear little Westie. The 
same color as Christmas snow.

Ralphie’s and my dreams both 
did come true eventually, even 
though we went through some 
rough patches.  Ralphie and I got the 
bad end of Santa.  I’ve now come to 
terms with my own Christmas story. 
I have forgiven Santa; I just hope he 
doesn’t decide to give me coal any-
time soon.

“Christy’s Santa Story” 
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“A girlfriend... I’m so lonely.”
- Alex Peters, Freshman

“I really want an iPhone.”
- Michelle Bravo, Sophomore

“Edible underwear, it’s delicious.”
- Mike Ryan, Senior

“A MacBook from Apple.” “My two front teeth.”

Gift Ideas for the Holiday Season
What to Give and What to Avoid at the End of‘07

Elizabeth Kirst
 ——————————————————————————
Staff Writer 

The holiday season is quickly ap-
proaching and the one thing on everybody’s 
mind is, of course, presents. Many people 
have already checked out of school and en-
tered instead into the frenzied state of shop-
ping-mode.  Who wants to be bothered with 
homework or tests when the highly anticipat-
ed Holiday Break is just around the corner? 
Students seem to be on this one-track state of 
mind caring about nothing else but Christmas 
and all that entails: snow, hot cocoa, family, 
and most importantly, presents. 

The one thing that may be holding you 
back from this joyous state is the realization 
that you have yet to find that perfect gift for 
the people on your list: friends, boyfriends, 
girlfriends, parents and siblings.  What 
makes this already challenging task even 
harder is trying to figure out what to get the 
person that may already have everything.  
Here are a few ideas that will hopefully make 
your Holiday season a bit less stressful.

Altec Lansing InMotion Radio
$149.95

 Speakers are the perfect way for him to enjoy the music from 
his iPod - no matter where he finds himself traveling over the 
Holiday break. The InMotion Radio stays true to its name; he 
can enjoy a steady source of music while doing some of the 
most strenous activities. Included in the package is a remote, 

allowing him to control the sounds from a comfortable 
distance. This item can be purchased at Sharper Image.

Bose in-Ear Headphones 
$99.95

These are a great gift for any music lover and will allow him to enjoy 
his music with fewer distractions. The Bose in-Ear Headphones provide 

a stable, consistent source of audio enjoyment and will continue his 
listening pleasure through running, lifting weights, and falling asleep. 

Available from Best Buy and Circuit City.

Vintage Tee Shirts
$21.99

There are many sites out there with huge 
selections of popular band t-shirts from designers 

such as Junk Food & Wolfgangsvault.com.
A fashionable shirt featuring his favorite band is 

just a click away. 

Coach iPod Covers
$68.00

These stylish iPod covers come in your 
choice of brown, black or tan and are 
available for iPod videos, iPod classics 

and iPod nanos.

J. Crew Italian Cashmere Scarf
$98.00

These are the perfect accessory for the cold weather and 
will keep her nice and toasty with 14 colors to choose. 

(Matching hat and gloves also available for $38 and $14)

Polo Baseball Hats
$24.50

 With 13 base colors and five monogram colors to choose 
from, you can design the hat he’ll never want to take off.

Available at RalphLauren.com
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Deux Lux Sack w/ Braided Strap
$58.00

Super-soft vintage-inspired bag with lots 
of details braided straps tonal stitching 

antiqued hardware and faux pockets at the 
sides, available from Urban Outfitters.

Tiffany’s Sterling Silver Charm Bracelet
$100.00 - $150.00

 This timeless bracelet, coupled with charms, is a great 
gift for her this holiday seeason. Charm selection 

includes hearts, lockets, animals and peace signs. Also 
available in gold for an extra $50.

Assorted Gift Cards
Prices Vary

While gift cards seem cliché and 
impersonal they are really great gifts 

to receive. Available from iTunes, 
Starbucks, and various other locations, 
let him or her ensure that they really 
get what they want for the Holidays.

Roving Reporter
What gift do you want to receive this holiday season?
Mike Klein
 —————————————————————————————
Business Manager

- Kathryn Landers, Junior - Jake MacGuire, Junior

“Christy’s Santa Story” 
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Hanukkah SudokuChristmas Crossword

Down
2. Something given as a gift.
4. A wreath, chain, or string made 
to be worn for celebration or 
decoration, esp. one made of flowers, 
leaves, vines, or the like.
5. 5. any of several related large 
deer found in the colder regions of 

Europe, Asia, and Greenland, both 
sexes of which have branching 
antlers. Thought to pull Santa’s 
sleigh.
10. A hollow, vertical structure of 
masonry, which allows smoke and 
gases to escape from a furnace, 
fireplace, or stove; flue.
13. A traditional Christmas drink 
made of beaten eggs, milk or cream, 
and sugar.

Across
1. Inhabited or visited by ghosts.3. 
A parasitic plant, having evergreen 
leaves and bearing white berries and 
small, yellow flowers. Often used as 
a Christmas decoration.
6. Claus in folklore, a fat, bearded 
old man in a red suit who lives at 
the North Pole and brings children 
presents at Christmas; St. Nicholas; 

St. Nick; Kriss Kringle.
7. a glittering material with a 
metallic appearance that is produced 
in strips, sheets, or the like and 
used for its decorative effect, esp. at 
Christmas.
8. A light horse-drawn cart on 
runners that is used to carry people 
over snow and ice.
9. The arrival or coming to exist, 
esp. of something important.

11. a circular band, usu. of flowers 
or foliage woven or twisted together, 
used as a symbol or decoration.12. 
something serving to beautify; 
embellishment; ornament.

Teacher Creatures
Adam Campbell
 —————————————————————————————
Contributing Artist


