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Gymnasts Megan Gildea and Kaylyn Van Sciver display the skill of the girls gymnastics team at a recent 
meet. They hope to qualify for the upcoming State Championship on February 22. See page 12 for a 
special look into the “Great Success” of a select group of stellar athletes at DHS.

While walking through the halls 
of Darien High School, it is not un-
common to find yourself behind a 
couple ambling hand in hand on the 
way to class. There’s nothing strange 
about teenagers being intimately in-
volved. When it comes to these rela-
tionships however, teenagers handle 
the way they show emotions in public 
in different ways. 

Public displays of affection 
(PDA) students share while lurking 
behind a set of lockers, or openly with 
herds of people walking by, can be 
nonchalant or not. Some act like every 
day is Valentine’s Day:  locked in em-
brace or public kissing on campus.  

Principal Dan Haron remarks 
that DHS, “Does not have a specific 
policy on what acts aren’t permitted as 
PDA. DHS relies on general standards 
of decency and assumes students will 
use discretion when displaying affec-
tion in school. If a teacher or adminis-
trator feels that a particular act is inap-
propriate they will tell the individual.” 
Haron said: “I always believed that 

students and adults do not particu-
larly enjoy watching others being too 
‘physical.’ The case by case approach 
has been working well.”

Some feel that outwardly ex-
pressing affection in a school envi-
ronment is inappropriate. Senior Sarah 
McKay, who has been in a steady re-
lationship for one year said, “There 
is a large legion of romantics in this 
school who think PDA is cute. I am a 
realist, not a romantic. I don’t believe 
that couples should have to display 
their affection publicly. They have 
established that they care for one an-
other. Everyone in school doesn’t need 
to know.” 

Others make it no secret. A DHS 
boyfriend remarks, “Why shouldn’t 
I be allowed to show my girlfriend I 
care about her with a kiss or a hug in 
school? In most European cultures it 
is normal. It might be an onlooker’s 
problem with their inability to accept 
different types of relations.”

Students have mixed feelings. 
Junior Andrew Bay says, “Too much 
PDA in school is obnoxious. I don’t 
need to show PDA other than hold-
ing hands, or a quick hug that doesn’t 
bother others. It’s crossing the line 
once you start to kiss someone in the 
hallway. No one wants to see that.” 

McKay says, “Showing everyone 
in school how much they like each 
other by means of PDA may be the 
indication of a relationship’s demise. 
There is a certain level of insecurity if 
a couple must make a public statement 
about their relationship. I don’t need 
to reaffirm the fact that I like my boy-
friend in school through PDA.”

 At Darien High School we are 
given many different guides to help us 
through the college process. We have 
Naviance, our counselors, our teach-
ers, and, of course, our parents. All 
of these “resources” are made to help 
us: they are meant to make the college 
process a little easier, but something 
has gone terribly wrong. It has become 
rather apparent that these programs 
can sometimes make college a giant 
monster that seems hungry to destroy 
all our little hopes and dreams, but it is 
in fact there to help us. College is not 
there to destroy us; it is there to edu-
cate us, and, ideally, for us to enjoy. So 
why do students get so over stressed 
about getting into that one school. 
Why do students panic? 

 Naviance is an online system that 
tells students every little fact about 
schools: telling them their GPA is .5 
below the average at a certain univer-
sity. The fact scares some students 
half to death. The truth though is that 
Naviance isn’t always right, and that 
colleges don’t pick you because you 
have the same GPA as everyone else.  
One senior who wishes to not dis-
close her name, states her of opinion 
of Naviance: “Guidance puts too much 
emphasis on Naviance, and essentially 
tells students that it’s a sure-fire way 
to see if we will get into a school... 
Naviance is not as reliable as people 
think and they should not use it as a 
foolproof method.” This senior ap-
plied early to college because her guid-

ance counselor and Naviance told her 
she was likely to get in to her chosen 
university. Except that big fat envelope 
never arrived. She was rejected.  

 Guidance counselors, Mrs. 
Spannaus and Mrs. Webb-Maloney 
have a slightly different view than 
this disgruntled student. They told 
Neirad they feel Naviance is only one 
of the many resources this school has 
for students. They agreed Naviance is 
“one tool in a tool box”, and that it is 
not “an exact science.” DHS provides 
many more tools, such as the guid-
ance counselors themselves, colleg-
eboard.com, teachers, and, of course, 
Naviance and its training courses. But  
even with all these great resources, 
students face heavy pressure to get 
into prestigious schools. “I feel for my 
students through the highs and lows.” 
Mrs. Webb-Maloney said.

When Mrs. Spannaus and Mrs. 
Webb-Maloney were asked what 
students could do to release a bit of 

the college angst they said, “College 
is just one part of your life, and it’s 
not about the best school, but more 
about the right fit.” When asked what 
the guidance counselors would do to 
change the college system, Mrs. Webb-
Maloney and Mrs. Spannaus both rec-
ommended students get a head start 
during the summer before their senior 
year. That way students have more 
time to get their essays done and when 
September comes  they do not have the 
resultant, “Oh my God, everything is 
due now, what do I do?” flurry. 

 One of the most important things 
about college is going to a school were 
a student wants to go, and where they 
know they are going to feel comfort-
able and at ease in their new surround-
ings. Students must also find a suitable 
academic institution that offers pro-
grams that interest and enhance their 
professional aspirations. 

When Kelsey Davis, a DHS soph-
omore, was asked what she looks for 

PDA

in a college she said, “It is definitely 
the programs. I want to be in a place 
that has amazing arts and liberal arts, 
but also a variety of people...I don’t 
want to go to school with a million 
Kelsey clones.” 

   College is not about a name, it 
is not about a ranking, it is about what 
makes the student feel most comfort-
able. Naviance, and the constant pres-
sure in this town often makes students 
forget what is really important: finding 
the best college for them, a place just 
geared to impress the superficial set. 

The DHS Guidance Deptartment 
says that 96% of Darien Students go 
on to a four-year college. “I feel like 
there’s more pressure here because 
teachers and parents make the college 
process more stressful than it has to 
be. I think instead of pressuring stu-
dents to get into what’s considered a 
good college, they should be help-
ing us figure out what college we’re 
going to be happiest in,” junior Kelly 

Need your celebrity fix? Turn 
to page 4 for more on Jamie 

Lynn Spears’ baby. 

TEEN PREGNANCY

This poll was conducted at DHS in January 2008. Interestingly, 
Giuliani was DHS’ top Republican candidate, but has now 

dropped out of the race. In the end, you decide!

Musings on the 
College Admissions 
Mystique

V o l u m e  6 9,  I s s u e  4                                                                F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 8

Continued on page 7

“There is a certain 
level of insecurity 
if a couple must 
make a public 

statement for their 
relationship.”
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End the Black History Month Assembly
The annual DHS Black History 

Month assembly is an outdated ritual 
that requires immediate termination. 
This serious path of action is justified 
by the assembly’s egregious social of-
fenses toward students of all races. It 
is an example par excellence of both 
racism and reverse-racism.

 I will first explain the charge of 
racism.

 The Black History Month as-
sembly puts forward a dubious path 
of thinking toward American history: 
that the historical achievements of 
African-Americans need to be con-
sidered separately from the achieve-
ments of other Americans. It implies 
that these black accomplishments are 
too weak to stand up by themselves as 
part of “history,” and instead require 
the special protection of the (invented) 
category of “black history.” 

 The assembly shelters and 
denies the very real contributions 
that African-Americans have made 
to American history by shrinking the 
context in which one can view them. 
George Washington Carver’s inven-
tion of peanut butter looks to be a 
gargantuan feat of scientific know-
how when it is relegated to such a 
small pool of historical competitors. 
More substantial black figures such 
as Frederick Douglass likewise suffer 
from a misappraisal of their deeds be-
cause the proper context – “history” as 
a whole – is not applied. 

 And after all, who are we to sepa-
rate history into neat little categories 
based on race? Is this not itself an 

excellent example of racism, even if 
our intention is to honor and praise? 
The place of African-Americans in 
American society at large will never 
be one of harmony and cooperation if 
their very history is separated out from 
the rest of American history. Might 
we be able to view the Civil Rights 
struggle or the Harlem Renaissance 
not as great black achievements, but 
as great American achievements? Can 
we expect to forge a successful multi-
racial society if we continue to practice 
segregation of history itself?

 Segregation does indeed live 
on. It lives in our education system, 
where a student with the correct 
qualifications but the incorrect race 
can be denied admission to our na-
tion’s “historically black” colleges. It 
lives on in our entertainment culture, 
where music, movies and humor are 
tailor-made solely for black audiences 
with Black Entertainment Television 
– owned and operated by white busi-
nessmen. And it continues to live on 
in our remembrance of American his-
tory. If we want to give black achieve-
ments and culture the distinction and 
confidence they deserve, we will allow 
them to participate within the whole of 
America – barriers removed.

 Next, the charge of reverse-
racism.

  Taking into account our society’s 
apparent decision to view historical 
and cultural achievements in racial 
categories, (as such a black history as-
sembly implies), I might humbly point 
out that numerous historical titans, in-

cluding Plato, Galileo, Shakespeare, 
Napoleon, Franklin Roosevelt and 
Elvis Presley were white. If the 
African-American community has the 
right to openly celebrate their race’s 
historical accomplishments, might 
the inheritors of Western Civilization 
enjoy the same right? Is it not a double-
standard to allow certain races to pub-
licly declare pride in their heritage, but 
not others? 

 I’ve heard the same argument 
against this path of thinking repeated-
ly – that “every other month is White 
History Month,” or that every other 
channel is the “White Entertainment 
Channel,” or that every other college 
is “historically white.” I challenge 
anyone who harbors such views to flip 
through a history textbook, do some 
channel-surfing, or note the ethnic 
makeup of any American university 
– in short, live in the modern world. 
It’s no longer true that white culture 
dominates. The faces that appear in our 
cultural mainstream are often faces of 
color, from the programs of MTV and 
Comedy Central to athletes to presi-
dential candidates. The argument that 
whites dominate every other month 
that isn’t February or every other chan-
nel that isn’t BET is simply and indis-
putably false. 

 In view that white culture seems 
to have been released of its American 
monopoly, I humbly propose that if 
the black history assembly is given 
support by the student body, another 
assembly is held alongside – the first 
ever DHS White History Appreciation 

Assembly. I feel that the creators of 
Western Civilization are able to safely 
enjoy some recognition for their truly 
unparalleled historical contributions, 
which include democracy, logic, the 
automobile, existentialism, the nation-
state, the novel, and delicious, deli-
cious pizza. After all, clear logic states 
that if one race is allowed to express 
pride in their achievements, all other 
races must certainly share this privi-
lege…unless we want to create a racial 
hierarchy. 

I have a thought experiment for 
those who claim that whites do enjoy 
this right to public pride in white 
achievements. Stick any ethnicity – 
Hispanic, black, Asian, what have you 
– in front of the word “pride.” Keep 
doing this until you come to “White 
Pride.” Which one rings the “racism 
bell” in your head?

 Or, we could simply live up to the 
color-blind values we preach. Let us be 
rid of the backwardness that the black 
history assembly represents. Either we 
teach students of all races to be openly 
proud of their race’s accomplishments, 
or we view these accomplishments by 
merit alone, with race an unimportant 
addendum. I call on everyone who 
agrees with this editorial to pressure 
the administration to end the Black 
History Month assembly.

To the Editor
There seems to be confusion between what is compelled by law and what 

are personal prerogatives dictated by taste or marketing.  Except in Massachusetts 
in the 17th Century when celebrating Christmas was illegal, anyone in the 
United States can celebrate Christmas with anyone they want.  Nothing stops 
anyone from wishing anyone in America from saying Merry Christmas, wear-
ing a WWJD bracelet, a crucifix or worshipping their God.  Recently there’s a 
perception by some that religion is being “forced” out.  Watching the news, I 
actually heard a woman complain that an atheists group’s display in her town’s 
Commons (it sat next to a Christmas tree and a Menorah) was yet another ex-
ample of the persecution of Christians.  While it may have been bad taste, it 
was hardly persecution.

So what stops you from saying Merry Christmas?  Some feel awkward wish-
ing a Merry Christmas to people of different (or no) faith.  Others choose not 
to do so for financial reasons.  When Wal-Mart  replaces Merry Christmas with 
Happy Holidays they aren’t forced to, they do it because they think it will please 
their customers, if their wrong, they’ll revert to Merry Christmas.  Faith alone 
will make you believe that Wal-Mart (or Sears, Amazon.com or any other major 
retailer) really cares whether you have a Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, a 
Wonderful Ramadan, a Pleasing Dewali or simply a Happy Holiday.

On the other hand, government owned property is another story.  Because 
of the deaths of millions of people in a multitude of religious wars, the found-
ing fathers made it clear they did not want an established church in the United 
States.  As a result the Court has interpreted the Constitution’s Free Exercise 
Clause (you get to practice your own religion without government interfer-
ence) and the Establishment Clause (government should not establish a State 
religion) to require that government entities (including public schools) not 
advance religious beliefs.  Some may feel this extends to teacher’s wishing a 
Merry Christmas or having a wreath on their door, most don’t.   On the other 
hand, many people would probably feel the display of the Ten Commandments, 
a crucifix on a school door, a teacher interrupting a class to pray to Mecca, or 
putting up a message, “Don’t Believe” is inappropriate.

Personal views or gaining one more sale, stop some people from feeling 
comfortable wishing people a Merry Christmas (or no faith), not law.  So wear 
your elf hat with the gift box earrings, light up tie, and wish everyone, “a very 
merry Christmas and to all a good night” and don’t confuse what your not al-
lowed to do from what you may feel uncomfortable doing.

Hope you had a great holiday,
Steve Balazs
History and Social Studies Department

A Different View
Nils Remole
 —————————————————————————————
Contributing Writer

lack History month has 
sparked controversy 
since its initiation in 
1976. I certainly would 
love to see the day when 
all men, skin color irrel-

evant, can clasp hands together void 
of all prejudice, but for now that level 
of understanding still hovers right out-
side our grasp. One of the significant 
causes of this problem is that Darien 
High School students are unable to 
taste enough African culture and his-
tory. I know several teachers who do 
have their students sample it; howev-
er I know that they do not think that 
they are providing their students a 
full understanding. How could they? 
In a class curriculum, they only have 
the time to spare a few days of the 
otherwise Caucasian culture/history 
crammed year. In fact, it is not until 
the second semester of most students’ 
fourth year at Darien High School that 
they are given the opportunity to ex-
perience what is an essential building 
block of America.

Jimmy Carter described us as a 
beautiful mosaic, but when we consid-
er how a mosaic still is a mosaic even 
if it is incomplete, I think America is 
better described as a culinary master-
piece. Each individual, each culture, 
is an equally necessary and important 
part of a greater product. Anyone who 
has ever tried their hand at baking and 
forgot the eggs or yeast knows the ruin 
it imposes on excellence. America 
is no different. Each ingredient is a 
person that adds something unique to 
the picture and each individual, and 
by that, each culture equally deserves 
credit for this mosaic and for the sac-
rifices they have made. 

I certainly do not think that 
anyone well versed in history could 
argue that the African American cul-
ture is not worthy of recognition. 
Everyone knows slaves were coerced 

from their homeland. Everyone knows 
too that if they were unlucky enough 
to live through the terrible journey 
across the Atlantic that they were 
forced to spend the rest of their lives 
without any hope for a happy future. 
And then there were the beatings and 
constant risk of death. Most impor-
tantly though, despite this, African 
Americans picked themselves up with 
just as much patriotic fervor and heart 
as any of us could, made even more 
admirable considering their brutal 
beginning. The fact that an African-
American is one of the front runners in 
the 2008 presidential campaign should 
be indicative enough of the investment 
and contribution blacks have made in 
American society. 

 It is even worse to acknowledge 
what happened and then argue that 
what’s past is past and say that every-
one needs to just move on. This choice 
would be a tremendous travesty be-
cause as a nation we are simply not 
yet ready to move on. To do so would 
be a huge injustice to all those who 
have ever lost their lives fighting for 
this country defending freedom, all the 
way back to the War for Independence. 
Regardless of whether they knew it 
then, they were defending equality for 
all men, regardless of race. They were 
fighting for America, the champion of 
all men, arctic to arctic. Think of it this 
way, the doctor tells you to take anti-
biotics for 12 days. That means you 
should take the medicine the full 12 
days regardless if you feel better after 
eight because otherwise the now drug-
resistant bacteria will come back and 
strike even harder. America is now on 
that eighth day. We feel pretty good, 
but most people do not even realize 
that slavery still exists. The CIA esti-
mates that 50,000 people are brought 
into this country every year as slaves. 
Trust me, the problem is not gone, the 
perpetuators have just learned to hide 

A Teacher’s Response to the 
December Editorial 

Continued on page 7
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Nursing the Woes of DHS Students
Darien High School’s Own Advice Column

Academy Award Forecast 2008
The Films That Deserve to Come Up Big On Oscar Night
Kevin Ramsey
 —————————————————————————————
Design Editor

Continued on page 9

This film is, without a doubt, one of the greatest productions of our lifetime. 
Daniel Day-Lewis’ performance as the eccentric oil tycoon Daniel Plainview is 
nothing short of extraordinary. Deserving as much credit as Day-Lewis receives 
for his role is Paul Thomas Anderson, whose superb directing helps detail the 
life of a man relentlessly driven by greed. Anderson’s directing  is compliment-
ed by the innovative score provided by Radiohead guitarist Jonny Greenwood. 
The appearance of mainstream newcomer Paul Dano as the eccentric preacher 
Eli Sunday is barely eclipsed by Day-Lewis’ performance.  Every second of 
this film is a constant reminder of how much of a cinematic masterpiece this 
American-Dream-gone-awry tale truly is.

Best Picture: There Will Be Blood

Best Actor: Viggo Mortensen in 
Eastern Promises

Mortensen’s acting ability truly 
shines in his performance as the 
Russian mobster known simply as 
Nikolai. Mortensen emotionally 
displays the desperate conflict that 
Nikolai must go through in choosing 
between a young midwife and the two 
men he’s trusted all his life. In the pro-
cess, Viggo Mortensen’s stellar perfor-
mance connects with all of the charac-
ters in the film where promises are not 
only made, but also broken.

Best Actress: Cate Blanchett in 
Elizabeth: The Golden Age

Blanchett’s second performance 
as Queen Elizabeth I was exceptional. 
Blanchett manages to once again pro-
vide an exceptionally accurate portray-
al of one of the most inspiring and in-
telligent women in history. Blanchett’s 
dynamic acting ability is seen in this 
film, where she captures the raw emo-
tion of arguably the greatest English 
monarch. Blanchett’s performance in 
this role surpasses that of any other 
female acting job in 2007.

Best Director: Joel & Ethan 
Coen for No Country for Old 
Men

In this film, the Coen Brothers’ 
superior directing manages to at-
tract the limelight of positive press, 
even with the stellar performances of 
Tommy Lee Jones, Javier Bardem, 
Josh Brolin, Anton Chigurh, and 
Llewelyn Moss, respectively. Old 
Men has received much credit from 
the Coens’ peers in the film industry, 
which they deserve, for their directing 
abilities truly shine through in this tale 
of greed and redemption.

Much credit is given to Ellen 
Page’s witty and sarcastic comments 
in this comedic film about the diffi-
culties of a teenage pregnancy, yet the 
person who really deserves the credit 
is writer Diablo Cody, who is sur-
prisingly making her first screenplay 
debut. Juno was ignored at the Golden 
Globes, proving the incompetence of 
the Foreign Press Association. If Cody 
doesn’t receive the recognition she de-
serves for this film, then moviegoers 
should boycott theaters until indepen-
dent films like this one are recognized 
for the potential that they possess. 

Best Screenplay: Diablo Cody 
for Juno

It is often said that single men 
and women become depressed around 
Valentine’s 
Day. What 
is even more 
depressing 
is a sucky 
Valentine’s 
d i n n e r  a t 
a  s u c k y 
Valentine’s 
restaurant. 
To help you 
avoid this problem, my trusty pal 
John Bolton and I checked out a local 
bistro called Match to find out if it was 
worthy of the perfect Valentine’s Day 
dinner date.

Located in the heart of South 
Norwalk, Match is a chic restaurant 
that boasts many admirable awards. In 
2005 and 2006, Match won Connecticut 
Magazine’s “Readers’ Choice for Best 
Restaurant” in Fairfield County and 
was awarded “Best Service” in the 
state, among others. The exquisite 
cuisine created by executive chef 
Matthew Storch uses the unbeatable 
combination of superior local ingre-
dients and elegant plate presentation 
to create an outstanding meal.

When you walk into Match, it be-
comes clear that you’re in good hands. 
The moment we stepped through the 
door, John and I were greeted by a 
smiling hostess who immediately ush-
ered us to our table. The restaurant’s 
friendly wait staff and personal ser-
vice makes any newcomer feel right 
at home. This quality combined with 
the dining room’s trendy appearance 
and modern vibe is what attracts its 
older crowd. Match isn’t what you 
would consider a family restaurant, 
though the staff makes it clear that all 
are welcome.

Match is  c lassif ied as  an 
“American” restaurant, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean that they 
serve your average hamburger or slice 
of apple pie. Though the menu does 
not have many appetizers and entrees 
to choose from, it still offers a wide 
variety of food.  The chef’s repertoire 
ranges from classic Margherita pizza 
to more exotic dishes, like Coconut 
Curry and Butternut Squash Arancine. 
John and I decided to order Caesar 
salads, a Match House Pizza, and 
the restaurant’s famous “Just Baked” 
chocolate chip cookies, which come 
with a side of chocolate-peanut butter 
gelato, caramelized bananas, and 
whipped cream.

The design of Match’s “Fork and 
Knife” Caesar Salad gives a unique 
twist to the classic side dish. Instead 
of the average bowl of leaves, the 
salad is one big lettuce leaf that lit-
erally requires the diner to use a fork 
and knife to cut it into pieces. The 
salad’s creamy dressing nicely con-
trasts with the crunch of the lettuce, 
and the dressing to salad ratio is just 
right. The salad also comes with a slice 
of grilled baguette topped with mari-
nated tomatoes. I liked how the bal-
samic vinaigrette marinade gave the 
sweet tomatoes a slightly bitter taste, 
but the baguette had one too many to-
matoes. This made it difficult to eat 
without creating a mess, and mess is 
something you want to avoid while at-
tending something as important as a 
romantic Valentine’s Day date.

The Match House Pizza is an-
other dish that both of us enjoyed. 
The pizza consists of a freshly baked 
pita topped with caramelized onions, 
mozzarella, sliced tomatoes, and a 
balsamic dressed arugula salad. Quite 
different from your average pizza, this 
entrée is a nice change of pace. The 
sweet caramelized onions balance 
out the pizza’s bitter tasting balsamic 
dressing and give it an overall satis-
factory taste. The one downside is that 
the tomatoes are not attached to the 
pizza, so they tend to slide off before 
you can put the slice in your mouth. 
Considering my lack of coordination 
and my lifelong streak of clumsiness, 
this eating challenge proved to be a 
small issue.

Getting Large 
with Jenny Large 

I don’t like my Western Civ. teach-
er very much, because he keeps giving 
me grades I don’t deserve. Also, he 
doesn’t teach very well so it’s hard to 
learn. What should I do?

Dear Confused Student,
 Works citations and essays take 

tedious hours during Western Civ. 
Textbooks have a way of droning on. 
With all the work placed into the class 
it doesn’t help when seeing the bleed-
ing of the red pen crudely scratching 
out your work. Teachers can at times 
be frustrating and even seem to be out 
to get us. What seemed to be a smil-
ing teacher at parent conference turns 
into a sneering dictator. What you need 
to remember is that teachers, howev-
er shocking, are people. When getting 
back your grades let the teacher know 
you’re disappointed, not angry. Placing 
blame on the teacher only frustrates 
the teacher more. Whenever you get a 
bad grade in the class ask the teacher 
for extra help. Make sure you ask after 
class. There is nothing a teacher hates 
more than a student arguing with them 
during class (they’re afraid it will stir 
up a revolt). 

When asking them make sure to 
be polite and it helps if you can crum-
ple your face into “I’m about to cry” 
puckered look. By going in for extra 
help it helps the teacher to see that you 
are hard worker and establishes a per-
sonal relationship with them. If your 
grade is teetering between two letter 
grades they will most likely go for 
the higher grade if you go in for extra 
help. Don’t forget to smile and add 
in a little personal “hello” when you 
meet with them or see them in class. 
It will humanize you. When they see 
your name tacked onto the essay they 
won’t simply think “Student” they will 
see a personality and a desire to learn. 
Teachers chose to be teachers to help 
students learn-not to torture them (con-
trary to many myths). In the end the 

teachers protruding horns and angry 
scowl will fade. When you see them 
in the hall you may even want to give 
them a little wave. You may risk social 
suicide, but teachers are just as hungry 
for someone to wave to. It makes them 
feel special. Then they can see that 
you’re special, too.

Love, Nana Neirad

I love my life tooo much, what 
should I do????

Dear Lover of Life, 
 This is a weighty problem, but 

make sure you don’t lose too many 
hours of sleep over it. Loving life is 
fine when boundaries are set. Make 
sure to kick off your shoes and enjoy 
some free time, but hard work is also a 
part of life. We’re teenagers and should 
be taking our well deserved “veg 
time,” but don’t be doing it so much 
that no work is getting done. Create a 
certain amount of time for vegging, 
but if you spend the entire day watch-
ing reruns of “Grey’s Anatomy” and 
eating bon-bons, a stricter work ethic 
must eventually surface or you may 
not like your ideal life so much one 
day. Yes, take time to enjoy life. And 
don’t become totally crazed by the 
pressures of school. If you become 
too stressed out you may raise your 
head from your textbook one day and 
find that your teachers are your only 
friends. Create a balance in your life. 
Life is not always going to be as easy 
as picking dandelions and skipping 
through the meadow. Life can get 
rough and ugly (not only in skin com-
plexion). By having the right balance, 
you can have friends besides yourself 
and find that education is the right way 
to opporutnity.

Love, Nana Neirad

On New Years Eve, A group of my 
friends were playing spin the bottle. 
My date kissed three other girls. Even 

though it was during a game it made 
me jealous and I think he may like one 
of the girls he kissed (it was steamy)! I 
really like him, but I don’t want to date 
a player! What should I do!?

Dear Lost in Love,
 Games like that are probably 

not the best idea. They just lead to 
hurt feelings and trouble. A Coca 
Cola bottle is never reliable. The guy 
doesn’t sound like the best guy either. 
You want a person who will respect 
you. He was on a date with you and 
by kissing the other girls he com-
pletely disregarded your feelings. So 
quickly, girls just settle for the cutest 
guy or the one with the best hair. Sure 
they’re cute, but will he hold the door 
open for you? Will he first give a kiss 
on the cheek before a kiss on the lips? 
Though it was just a game, the kiss is 
still not innocent. Especially three. Not 
to mention  a “steamy” one. Spin the 
bottle just goes along with basic at-
traction. You don’t want to date a guy 
who is ruled by animal instinct. He was 
willing to kiss the girls in front of ev-
eryone. Considering there were three 
different girls and considering it’s not 
a very romantic setting it’s safe to say 
he was following basic attraction. Find 
someone who will care about you too. 
The bottle doesn’t point in the direc-
tion of this guy as your true heart’s 
desire. I’m sure the girls were giggling 
and happy to kiss him back, but if he 
truly was a gentleman he would have 
just kissed them on the cheek. 

Love, Nana Neirad

I’m in love with an inanimate 
object, it has problems showing its 
feelings, what should I do?

Dear Material Lover,
 Material possessions are not 

something to form a relationship. But 
you’re not alone. So many people in 
the halls are in love with material pos-
sessions. I see some stroke their new 

cell phones as if they were solid gold. 
Others look dreamily at their i-Pod. 
But these things can’t hug you or hold 
your hand. They never will. Maybe 
yours talks back to you, but that is an 
entirely different problem. 

Love, Nana Neirad

When someone says they are 
“frustrated,” does it really mean that 
they are angry?

D e a r  F r u s t r a t e d  o v e r 
Frustration,

 When people say they are frus-
trated you have to listen to their tone 
of voice. If they have an angry edge to 
it they are most likely frustrated. But 
don’t stop there. When a friend tells 
you that they are frustrated you should 
be genuinely concerned. No one likes 
to vent their problems on deaf ears 
and glazed over eyes. Being a friend 
means you will listen and wait to see 
why they are frustrated.

Love, Nana Neirad

I got a puppy for Christmas. I was 
so excited. But he got hit by a truck 
when I took him for a walk later that 
day. He is in the animal hospital right 
now and I am really upset by his acci-
dent. My friends don’t understand why 
I am sad. How can I tell them how I feel 
without seeming like a child?

Dear Puppy Lover,
 If your friends are true friends 

then you won’t even have to try to ex-
plain yourself. Just talk to them. That’s 
why friends are there. Sure, they’re 
fun to have around for slumber parties 
and pizza nights, but friends are the 
most necessary when something goes 
wrong in your life. Talk to them about 
your puppy. Try to talk to one of your 
friends with a pet; he or she will un-
derstand the best. Don’t worry if you 
start to cry. If they are true friends they 
will already have a tissue in hand.

Love, Nana Neirad
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I  was watch-
ing a nature show 
o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l 
Geographic Channel 
(because my family 
is super cool and 
t h a t ’s  w h a t  w e 
d o  o n  S a t u r d a y 
mornings) about these two brothers 
who travel around and learn about 
animals. On this particular episode, 
they “became a part of a pack of 
wild African dogs”. In other words, 
they got the dogs used to having 
cameras and a big Jeep follows them 
around everywhere. These guys 
chilled around the dogs for 22 days 
and tried to follow them when they 
went hunting but they were ALWAYS 
getting a flat tire. 
 It was so irritating. I would have 
been into it for probably a week, 
maybe a week and a half, but sleep-
ing outside inbetween a Jeep and a 
fire to keep the lions away would 
get really old, really fast (“Look, 
you guys,” the lions would say. 
“There’s dinner and there’s where we 
cook it.”) I mean, these two dudes 
went down one of the burrows that 
the dogs had made and one of them 
got attacked by fleas and he got all 
excited about it. I wonder how much 
they get paid. 
 Dear Florian, Creepy Man Who 
Tried  To  Pick  Me  Up On the Amtrak Train, 
I hope you didn’t get too offend-
ed by the recorded message on the 
rejection hotline whose number I 
gave you instead of mine. Don’t ever 
tell me that I can touch your leg if 
I want to. I don’t want to. I don’t 
want to. You’re �2, I’m 16, you’re a 
creep, I have a boyfriend, and you’re 
Norwegian.It would never work out 
between us. For future reference: when 
you’re on a train and a girl sits next to 
you: don’t talk to her. She doesn’t 
want you to. She also doesn’t want 
to have your phone number acciden-
tally dropped into her lap when you 
“drop” your bookmark. Sincerely, 
Girl Who Told You That Her Name 
Was Petra Nemcova Just To See How 
Clueless You Are.
 Valentine’sDay has come. 
I really wish February 14th would 
play out for me like it does in the 
movies. 
 Picture it: pan-in to a large, 
smoke-filled train station where a 
locomotive has just pulled in. A stun-
ningly attractive woman wearing a 
well-cut suit, prim little gloves, 
and a nice hat on her perfectly 
coiffed hair appears out of nowhere. 
Her large eyes widening and her 
red-lipsticked mouth opening slight-
ly as an impeccably handsome man 
exits the train with money falling 
out of his pockets (he doesn’t care, 
he’s got plenty more where that 
came from) and spots her from yards 
away. She gasps and runs over to 
him, throwing herself into his arms 
and collapsing into tears. “Oh, John!” 
she cries. “I’ve missed you so!” 
“I’ve missed you too, Rosalinde,” 
he replies, sweeping a tendril of her 
hair behind her ear as they look into 
one another’s eyes. They share a 
passionate kiss and then brush 
themselves off and walk out of the 
station.
 And scene! This would take 
place in black and white, of course. 
I really wish that my life worked 
tha t  way.  Ins tead ,  I  hop  off 
Amtrak in Hartford and my sig-
nificant other and I jump in a 
T r i n i t y  U n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s 
safety vehicle so that we don’t 
get mugged on the way to the 
c a m p u s .  O n c e  t h e r e ,  w e 
whip  ou t  expens ive  cheeses ,  
Orangina and truffles and we chill 
and watch Japanese car shows. 
And then the musical discussion 
begins. (“How dare you place Paganini 
a b o v e  P r o k o f i e v !  Yo u  c a n ’ t 
e v e n  c o m p a r e  t h e  t w o ! ” ) 
So similar, and yet so very different. 
 

The Cell Phone Cool Factor  
A Look At How Cells Reflect Their Owner’s Personality

Whether you’re the up-and-coming freshman or you’re an All-Star senior, you probably have a cell phone. Honestly, who doesn’t? As more and more teen-
agers continue to own cell phones, an almost symbiotic relationship has begun to form between the owner and his/her phone. In many instances, the owner’s 
personal characteristics are beginning to reflect aspects of their phone. The following phones have been carefully explored and the features have been exam-
ined to explain this ponderous phenomenon. 

Standard Flip Boost Mobile  Motorola KRZR iPhone 
This cell phone’s sleek and thin 

look reflects the true styling of its 
owner. The KRZR says the owner 
is looking for something with a high 
tech capability, but is sexy enough for 
any chic girl to sport around for a hot 
night on the town. Almost like a new 
RAZR, the KRZR will probably be 
the next “everyone has it” phone. It’s 
hard to not casually slide out this slim 
phone from your pocket after hearing 
the Shakira ringtone chime.

Everyone has seen them and it 
seems as if there have been a few that 
everyone has owned at once, almost 
like a fad phone These basic flips don’t 
give us any insight into the owner’s 
personality because the phones don’t 
have much to say themselves. The 
other excuse for having a standard 
phone is that you truly don’t care what 
cell phone you own. The Standard 
Flip is really the vanilla ice cream of 
mobile talking devices.

You got the chirp with the boost 
mobile dawg! “Where you at?” For 
all those people who like to emulate 
their favorite rapper Ludacris, or The 
Transplants Travis Barker, this phone 
is for the true city man who always 
needs his cell to know fo shizzle where 
his peeps are hanging. Admittedly, 
Darien is not exactly a place where 
the Boyz can hang in the hood unless 
you count Post Road slummin’ with 
the preppy wiggas.

This tech wonder created by 
Steve Jobs and the geniuses at Apple 
says a lot about someone’s personality. 
The highly coveted gadget has it all: 
Internet access and syncs up to your 
iPod. Oh yeah, and it can even make 
calls. The iPhone shows that its owner 
has a technical mindset and is focused 
on work. The technical conveniences 
of the iPhone are perfect for the future 
DHS CEO on the go. 

My Musings
by Mackenzie Cockerill

Spears Baby Forecast 
A Look at the Upcoming Spears Baby

Live from the Balenciaga
A Look at NYC Haute Couture 

A Selection of the Balenciaga Spring 2008 Collection

An DHS Artist’s Interpretation 
of Baby Spears at Age Four

 I’ve always believed fashion and 
clothes to be an art. The fabric, color, 
and texture, are all imperative in art as 
well as clothes.  Going to a designer’s 
store is just like going to a museum, 
except in the store, you can touch, and 
try on clothes without fear an alarm 
will sound. The more exquisite the 
art, the more exclusive the museum. 
When one thinks of the most renowned 
artist’s names, the ones that instantly 
come to mind are Monet and Picasso. 
When I think of style, only the finest 
designer, who capti-
vates the art of fashion 

Nicolas Ghesquière for Balenciaga, in-
stantly comes to mind. 

 On January 24, I was lucky 
enough to attend an exclusive pre-
sentation of the 2008 pre-spring 
Balenciaga collection at the flagship 
store on 542 West 22nd Street. Walking 
into the store was like entering a white, 
fluorescent spaceship: the entrance is a 
narrow white hallway with pallid walls 
that concave inward. This modern 
presentation conveys a futuristic and 
luxurious environment:  “a geomet-
ric, graphic and organic atmosphere 
reigns in the stores.”  Benoit Lalloz 
designed the New York store to emu-
late a raw environment with interactive 
rocks and lightning to demonstrate the 
industrial character of the 22nd Street 
location, which was once an old ware-
house.  

Around 10 racks of clothes fill the 
store, each one drastically different. 
The spring collection has a wide vari-
ety of colors and textures.  The most 

inexpensive includes painted t-shirts 
with jungle scenes and comic strip 
print. The painted items retail in the 
$250 range. Jeans in the $800 price 
range are featured in colors from red 
to white to blue, to begin one of the 
most popular trends this season: patri-
otic stripe and red and white pinstripe. 
Other popular trends include pastels 
and floral prints. 

     This year’s most prominent, 
and legendary design in the Balenciaga 
haute couture collection is an artfully 
constructed orange floral ensemble. 

This piece combines art 
and fashion in its purest 

form.  (See middle picture) The signa-
ture dress was exhibited in a separate 
room much like a fine painting in an art 
gallery; no other clothes were placed 
near the piece so as not distract the eye 
from the focal point. The shape of the 
dress has broad shoulders, a narrow 
waist with a bell shape at the hip. The 
piece retails for around $8,700. What 
makes this dress so spectacular is that 
each one is a custom creation made 
of a patented foam fabric. What looks 
like a rather harsh armor-like dress is 
really constructed from soft sports-
derived foam. The hems are sliced 
short by a high-tech ultrasound ma-
chine. The fine laces and structure of 
the piece mimic that of a football uni-
form. Designer Ghesquière remarks, “I 
wanted total looks—ensembles, as we 
say in French, with graphic volumes 
like car bodywork.” The distinctive in-
fluences – be it auto bodywork or art 
– help make the Spring  Balenciaga 
collection a standout. 

 Teen pregnancy = bad. Or so we 
are led to believe. However, over the 
last month or so, the idea of being an 
adolescent and being with child has 
become a growing issue. Perhaps, 
one of the most notable examples is 
the actress Ellen Page who recently 
starred in the enormously popular 
“Juno.” Almost simultaneously, many 
new questions have been raised about 
teen pregnancy with adolescents na-
tionwide. 

 The first and most pressing 
issue in this matter is: “What will 
Jamie Lynn Spears name her baby?” 
For the few who don’t know or don’t 
care to know (and in the latter case, 
why are you reading this article?), 
on December 18th 2007 Jamie Lynn 
Spears announced that she was three 
months pregnant by boyfriend Casey 
Aldridge. Since then, the American 
tabloids have been speculating every 
possible aspect of the “Zoey 101” 
star’s pregnancy. 

 But before we explicate further 
into the subtle nuances of this pregnan-
cy, let’s look at the original question 
at hand. Spears and babydaddy Casey 
will have a very difficult task at hand 
when it comes time to name their child. 
With baby names as “Bohemian” as 
Sean Preston and Jayden, Jamie Lynn 
is going to have to think up some blue-
collar names to surpass her sister’s 
precedent. 

 Let’s look at the formula needed 
to create an ultimate white trash name. 
First, you need to have the name gen-
erated from the first names of both 
parents: a double-barreled first name 
is essential. Jamie Lynn is an excellent 
example seeing as her father’s name is 
Jamie and her mother is named Lynn. 
So right now the baby’s name is Casey 
Jamie Lynn. After that, you need to 
start to phonetically spell the name. 
Look at some common trailer-park 
names as Kandy and Deztini. While it 
may be correct to spell these names/
ideas/things in their proper way it’s all 
the more like a redneck to interchange 
awful letters as long as it sounds right. 
So we have Kasi Jamy Linn. The final 
step in creating the ultimate pea-picker 
name is to add stereotypical poor white 

names to the name we have already 
created. Let’s add Bubba if it’s a boy, 
and Chastity if it’s a girl, and let’s put it 
in between Kasi and Jamy. According 
to the formula we have just developed, 
the child will have good odds of being 
named Kasi Bubba Jamy Linn Spears 
if it is a boy and Kasi Chastity Jamy 
Linn Spears if it is a girl. 

So with that in mind, it behooves 
us to wonder what kind of a babyma-
ma Jamie Lynn will become with her 
own little bundle of “joy.” Will she 
and Casey ultimately get married and 
star in a short-lived reality series that 
becomes available on DVD for $12.99 
on Amazon? Will Casey become an 
unsuccessful rapper and ultimately 
leave Jamie Lynn? Will Jamie Lynn 
take her sister’s lead and entirely ne-
glect her children by threatening their 
lives in a car or will she take the class-
ier approach and flick lit cigarettes at 
his/her head? 

 As we approach five months into 
the Jamie Lynn pregnancy, the future 
doesn’t remain too bright for little Kasi 
Bubba/Chastity Jamy Linn Spears. 
The child will enter a world frought 
with fame, paparaazi, parental negli-
gence, and Nickolodeon sitcoms. We 
can only hope that she will find her 
place in this world and avoid the fate of 
her mother, father, aunt, uncle, grand-
mother, and grandfather etc. Sounds 
easy enough right?

Spencer Matson
 —————————————————————————————
Managing Editor 

Hadley Green
 —————————————————————————————
Managing Editor 

   

Courtney Whiting
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Staff Writer 
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Faculty Facial Hair Extravaganza
Neirad Critiques Facial Hair and Those Who Sport it at DHS

Innovative iPod Protection
An Inside Look at New Developments in Music Security

session with friends in the library, the 
last thing on your mind is hiding your 
iPod so it won’t be stolen. Perhaps, 
it’s not such a good thing that DHS 
students have blind trust in their 
fellow classmates. 
     It seems practically every week 
there is news of another stolen iPod, 
cell phone or designer clothing item 
being ripped off from backpacks 
during frees or gym. Usual methods 
to avoid theft do not seem to be 
working. Typically, if an iPod has the 
owner’s name engraved on the back, 
a thief would not attempt to steal 
it. Yet, rip-off artists have still been 
known to scratch off the engraving 
or cover it with metallic paint. Other 
crooks do not go to the trouble of 
covering the name and unabashedly 
flaunt the stolen property. 
    Apple suggests “locking” the iPod. 
The device instructs the user to type 
in four numbers then press lock. The 
screen freezes and will not unlock 
until the correct four numbers are 
entered. Yet, a locked iPod can be 
the worst thing that can happen in 
times of theft. When the thief opens 
a program called iPod Updater, this 
software intended to find forgotten 
passwords in actuality prompts 
the crook to reset the iPod. The 
procedure deletes songs and personal 
information to erase evidence the 
device was stolen. 
     A junior girl, who preferred to 
remain anonymous, had her iPod 
stolen shortly after Christmas. “It 
was so frustrating when I found out 
(my iPod) was gone….I know it was 
mostly my fault for not protecting it. 
My parents keep telling me that, but 
it’s really just a nasty thing to do to 
somebody.” The girl filed a complaint 
with the main office, but has not 
received any further information. 
    To decrease the chance of your 
expensive Christmas present being 
snatched, consider downloading free 

Redesign Alert

luck. Neirad would like to inform its 
readers that we will soon undergo a re-
design: the paper will be transformed 
with a completely different look and 
feel through new creative design. 
Expect to see new graphics, headings, 
fonts, and unique features.

 Neirad is excited to announce 
Billboard magazine Creative Director 
Josh Klenert will redesign the paper 
by creating new layout templates and 
thereby help us to achieve our creative 
vision. Klenert has worked with MTV 
Networks, Entertainment Weekly, Nick 
Jr. Family Magazine, and SmartMoney 
magazine, to name a few. Prior to 
working at Billboard, Klenert was art 
director for Biography magazine for 
A&E Television Networks and Hearst 
Custom Publishing. With Klenert’s 
design efforts, this publication won 
numerous design awards.

 The Neirad staff has been in 
contact with Klenert to communicate 
our vision for the future design of our 
paper. In response, he gave us some 
specifics about the Neirad redesign. 
An exclusive sneak peek: “I’ll be look-
ing at its lack of web links,” Klenert 
says, “Neirad’s readers live in a 24/7 
news cycle. They inherently know 
the printed page is no longer used for 
breaking news, but analysis of news. 
A good newspaper is now a two-way 
communication with its community.” 
Student reliance on the Internet for 
news will definitely have an impact 
on the paper’s transformation.

 The biggest change in Neirad’s 
design will be to better convey the 
character of the paper. This is a high 
school newspaper written by students, 
so its appearance will now reflect the 
energy and creativity of Darien High 
School. “If a reader is going to spend 
time with a printed publication, its 
character (in words and design) needs 
to come across,” Klenert notes. 

 So why is the Creative Director 
of Billboard magazine interested in 

Update on Neirad Makeover

Are you bored with 
the same designs and 
layout that appear on 
the pages of Neirad?

Well, you’re in 

Mr. Dipasquale
History

A self-described “Van Dyck,“ 
Mr. D’s facial hair has been work-
ing at DHS longer than some 
teachers. Once eclipsed by the 
sheer brilliance of his fabled pony-
tail, the “Van Dyck “ is making a 
name for itself as an instantly rec-
ognizable feature of the History 
Department. Dipasquale is giving 
an edge to the relaxed beard ele-
gance first worn by Flemish paint-
er Anthony Van Dyck in the early 
1600s.

Although initially coming off 
as rugged and untamed, a look at 
Mr. Pavia’s clean shaven neck re-
veals that this facial hair master-
piece did not happen overnight. 
Now a staple of contemporary 
learning, the “Pavia,” as it is af-
fectionately referred to by its pleth-
ora of fans, is paving the way for 
a new generation of facial hair at 
DHS. But Pavia has a long way to 
go to match the beard fashion of  
Mr Paulsen. 

Once known as a veteran full 
beard bearer, Mr. Buckley has re-
cently traded in his patented griz-
zly bear look for that of a strug-
gling jazz musician. In a puzzling 
move, Mr. Buckley returned to 
school one day sporting a soul 
patch, confusing long time fol-
lowers of his hairy face. He’s re-
cently replaced that experiment 
with a more consistent Van Dyck, 
however, Mr. D’s facial hair vastly 
overshadows Buckley’s.

Mr. Pavia
English

Mr. Buckley
History

Mr. Speiser
English

Mr. Egan
History

Not the most memorable 
of beards, Mr. Speiser’s modest 
scruff is a solid, often underappre-
ciated exhibition of casual facial 
hair. Speiser’s beard has remained 
the norm for most teachers trying 
to make a name for themselves 
at DHS, and, as such, it has yet 
to reach the level of epic-ness of 
the Pavia. However, Speiser de-
serves credit for sticking with his 
solid facial hair design since his 
Missouri school days in 1998.

software called iHound. The iPod’s 
whereabouts are revealed when the 
thief plugs the mini-music player 
into a foreign computer with a USB 
plug.  But the system relies on the 
chance a thief will plug in the iPod, 
then click on a tiny folder marked 
“My Passwords.” It is only when 
this folder is opened the device can 
communicate the location, computer 
model, IP address, and print a police 
report. In simpler terms, the iPod 
cannot be located unless a decoy 
button is clicked.   However, if a 
criminal fails to click on this folder 
the GPS software won’t be able to 
locate your iPod.
     Another theft proof option is 
GadgetTrak: new high-tech software 
with a $12 yearly fee.  GadgetTrak 
activates when the iPod is accessed 
from a different system or when the 
culprit attempts to access specific 
files. When the device is triggered, 
it “secretly” sends information 
back to GadgetTrek headquarters to 
locate the thief. Another cool trick 
GadgetTrek has invented is Verey™, 
which can help retrieve a filched 
Mac book. The software activates 
a video recording after a certain 
number of failed logins that is then 
relayed back to headquarters.  

      Although all this software 
sounds enticing, there are a few 
glitches. Things can get a little 
hairy when the owner of the iPod 
tries to switch computers, or if 
the iPod is misplaced and found 
by someone who didn’t intend to 
steal it. A person who innocently 
finds an iPod and plugs it in to 
find the owner’s name to return it 
faces unwarranted trouble when 
the protective software activates: 
Good Samaritan is mistaken for 
sneaky thief. Linda Murphy, a DHS 
computer/business secretary, does 
not put all her trust into technology. 
“Nothing is foolproof,” she said. 
“No matter how well the software 
is made there’s always someone out 
there who can work around it and 
find a solution almost as fast as the 
software works. I personally would 
not buy (a tracking device) for my 
iPod,” Murphy said.         
    Perhaps, a more practical form 
of iPod safety involves disguises. 
Several Web sites hawk so-called 
iPod costumes that come in the 
shape of mint boxes, books, Coke 
cans, etc. The idea seems pretty 
smart, but then again, listening to a 
tin of Altoids is a little conspicuous 
even to the stupidest of thieves.  

Some desperate measures have been employed in the name of iPod security.

Mr. Egan could go by “The 
Prodigal Son of the Facial Hair 
Arts.,” for he shows potential 
whilst still looking for his niche in 
the underground facial hair scene. 
Mr. Egan has been seen sport-
ing the Freddie Mercury handle-
bar mustache and, more recent-
ly, the George Clooney five o’ 
clock shadow. Although diversity 
in facial hair experimentation is 
valued, faculty and students would 
appreciate some consistency.

Billboard Creative Director 
Josh Klenert

When you leave 
a backpack in 
the Auxiliary 
Cafeteria to have 
a last minute cram 

With the abundancy of beards, mustaches, goatees, and the like in the English and History departments at DHS, Neirad offers an insight into the motivation and value the facial 
hair sporters have to offer to our community. Below is just a sample of the diverse amounts of facial hair seen at Darien High School.

helping redesign a high school news-
paper? “I never got to work with my 
high school newspaper,” Klenert says, 
“I liked the opportunity to help Neirad 
create a better device to communicate 
with.” Because of his very busy sched-
ule, we are extremely fortunate that 
Klenert has agreed to contribute his 
time and expertise. 

 “From an early age I knew that I 
wanted to work in a creative environ-
ment,” Klenert says. However, like 
many students at DHS confused about 
their careers, “I didn’t know exactly 
what that meant,” he says. At the end 
of 10th grade in New Jersey, Klenert’s 
art teacher approached him. He said 
casually, “You should try our new 
‘Commercial Art/ Graphic Design’ 
class.” Klenert decided to try the class 
“without thinking much of it.” Next 
time a teacher realizes your talent, act 
on it: this class initiated his career has 
an Art and Creative Director. Fifteen 
years later, Klenert still works with his 
former teacher. “Jay, my teacher, has 
becomes my Yoda,” he says. 

 Look out for our fresh look in up-
coming issues. Until then, say good-
bye to boring and hello to the new 
Neirad! 

Meghan McIntire
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

Lindsay Gordon
 —————————————————————————————
Co-Editor in Chief
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To: Libby

Love: Alex

You are the greatest. Looking 

forward to skiing with you 

again.

Neirad Personals
To: Jessica Kaitlin Teatom
Love: Anonymous
I admire you and your golden 
locks, everyone agrees, you’re 
such a fox. Your basketball skills 
blow my mind. Will you be my 
Valentine?

To: K. Mac.
Love: M-Han
The time we have spent 
together have been memo-
rable. I love how your smell 
fills my car. I can see myself 
in you.

To: Christopher Fox Calahan
Love: Sarah Elizabeth Streeter
You are the wind beneath 
my wings. You are the smell 
before the raindrops. I love 
waking up and knowing you 
are mine. Together forever.

To: Teddy Malley
Love: Russell
Live by the 
sword, die by the 
sword. Peel off 
like an onion

To: Julie Lee
Love: Sergo
I have had such a 
crush  on you since you 
suggested HSM as our 
musical freshmen year. 
You are so hottttttt.

Lauren M. 
and Katie S. 
Thanks for 
all your hard 
work! 
Love your 
Cheerleaders

To: Girls of DHS
Love: A-Yack
858-�051 Call me!

To: Abigail and Jessica
Let’s go wash some cars! 
I’ll never let go! Jeez, 
Jessica, stop getting your 
*** in the photos! Turn 
around Bright Eyes!!! 
That was a good yield!
Love you both, The Cut-
est Harris

To: Chloe Chlo!
I think you are fabulous! We 
must do our witchcraft! Haha 
Peace babe!
With Love, Lachlan

To: Burglemier/FEZ
I want that T-SHIRT!...and 
she cut her off for the space! 
For example, Karen is always 
a bag of KBERGS!!!
Love, Lach

To: Puck’s Puffers
The most exclusive co-
median because…That’s 
the way it is! What d’ya 
sayyyy to takin’ chances? 
So let go! Just like laundry! 
I love you guys so much.
With love, Puck

To: The Homecoming 
Queen! Pace yo! Pace yo! 
Hanson Mansion! “Sorry 
for calling so late, for me 
that’s a reasonable hour…”
With Love, Pace yo!

To: Chuck Norris
Love: Glenn Danzig
Welcome to my book collec-
tion.

To: My Dearest King, you 
are my knight in shining 
armor.
Love, your queen.

To: Brendon Eppley and 
Jeff Peters
From: Anonymous
All the time that we 
have spent together has 
been the most magical 
time of my life. Love you 
guys!!!xoxo

To: Sarah Bauer 

Love: Your

Secret Admirer    

When you run I 

 tingle inside.

To: Someone Special-
There is no art form that 
can properly portray you. 
Your energy exceeds all. 
You can’t erase charcoal!

To: St
From: Your  
Boy
Love ya ST!

To: Princess Spillane
Love: Kevin Joy
I may be shy but 
you’re the apple of 
my eye. You’re rich 
and beautiful and 
you make me feel 
hot. Wanna go out? 
LYLAS xoxo

To: Artem
Love: Olivia
I love your Thick 
Russian Accent, 
will you run away 
with me to the 
Motherland? 
Call me!

To: Reece Pelley
Love: Zac Efron 
Give me back my 
look.

To: Karen
Love: your secret 
admirer
You are the 
sunshine that 
lights up my life. 
I adore you.

To: Mr Otterspoor 
Love: The Neirad Staff
Roses are red, violets 
are blue our computer 
is dead without you. 

To: Colin
Yo pump the Jams! 
07-08
Love your intimate Boy

To: Ice Man Paul Wall
Thank you for gracing us 
with your presence, we all 
have a crush on you, but you 
already know that. You are 
HOTTTTT.
Love: The Girls of �08 & 
Geoff

To: Lee Malley
You are the light that 
shines in my heart.
Love: Anonymous

To: Mother
Tell your children not to walk 
my way…also, muppets!
Love:
Glenn Danzing

To: Sarah Elizabeth Streeter
You are the teardrops on my guitar. 
Our love will never be broken. 
Meet me in �1� on Friday at 7pm. 
I’ll bring the Kentucky.
Love:
Christopher “Fox” Calahan

To: Lexy Poo!
Love: Chunday 
lover
Colt 45 Babe! “Don’t 
you eat krill?” “Door 
Man! This is a rob-
bery! Blaze away baby-
girl! Gloria 4eva! Ish-

kbu Waldo babes!

To Mrs. 
Paroo
Love: Mrs. 
Squires
Let’s create 
a sub-plot. 
Meet me in 
the silo at 
12… To: Jenny

Love: John
Thanks for the hot date. You’re 
a great Match! 

In Your

Heart 
Hot Stuff

Sweet T
alk

Hey 
Sugar

Be Mine

Dear Joe,
Thanks for writing me a per-
sonal ad...
Love, Meredith (your girlfriend 
of a year and a half)

To: My favorite 
Spanish teacher, 
Profe
From: Stockton 
Mc. and Jake W.

Lindsay Gordon, Your hair is red 
like my heart. Which is full of 
love and secrets. See you in fifteen 
minutes.
Your Secret Admirer
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Counterpoint
Continued from page 2

a bit better. If we ignore this condi-
tion, then we will just find ourselves 
itself.

 To those who would argue that 
because we ignore the many other 
contributors to America’s culture, 
it is unfair to draw attention to one, 
I would say that we don’t equally 
ignore – hundreds of days are spent 
studying Western European contribu-
tions - and I would also say that no 
one can rationally argue that Africans 
have not made a lasting and shaping 
impact on America that deserves to be 
recognized. Additionally, if equal rep-
resentation is an issue then I’m sure 
Mr. Haron would be happy to sit down 
and listen to your arguments, but let’s 
not perpetuate the cycle by further-
ing ignorance just because no one has 
been motivated enough to put together 
something for the other cultures..”

It comes down to ignorance, the 
source of intolerance. One day. One 
simple day to increase awareness. I 
don’t think it does any harm. You’re 
drawing attention to something which 
is an issue. Hate crimes really do 
happen, and on a smaller level there 
certainly is prejudice even if it’s as 
simple as being uncomfortable. We 
need exposure to increase understand-
ing, ostracizing the issue doesn’t do 
away with it, instead it only provides 
an environment for intolerance to 
fester in the very place that mutual 
respect could be.

McIlree said.
This is a problem at Darien High 

School: there has been a great amount 
of pressure placed on teenagers get 
ting into “the college.” A school 

should not be applied to because its 
average GPA matches your own, but 
because you like its programs; you 
find the campus beautiful; they have 
classes and professors that tap your 
interest and academic strengths. 

Kelsey Davis went even fur-
ther than blaming the mindset in 
this community: Kelsey blamed us. 
“Personally, I feel judged by the 
people around me most of all. Where 
someone ends up going to college has 
become a point of judgment in this 
town...like a competition. Whoever 
gets into Yale first is the winner, and 
it’s like the person that ends up at 
NCC is the rotten egg.” 

Getting into a certain university 

has become a competition of sorts, as 
Kelsey said. The best school wins, and 
the cooler you are is directly linked 
to the prestige of the school you gain 
admission. Students who choose the 
small colleges that don’t necessarily 
have amazing reputations are some-
times shunned while the students that 
get into Georgetown, Harvard, Yale, 
and Princeton etc experience college 
envy. Those schools are made for a 
certain type of student, and not ev-
eryone is that type of student: some 
people are small school people,  other 
kids are big school students, some kids 
are for liberal arts, while others prefer 
mathematics and science. College is 
about choosing where a student feels 
he belongs.

How can it be a surprise when 
students start stressing so hard over a 
paper, or a quiz or test grade, or that 
they spend countless hours on home-
work? How is this a surprise? When all 
around us there are programs telling us 
we are not good enough. We need to 
work harder, faster, longer, to gain the 
attention of the coveted colleges. This 
anxiety is not necessary. No longer 
should there be this stress over getting 
into a better school. No more nights 
that end at four am because homework 
needs to be perfect. Everything we do 
in school does not immediately cor-
respond to what school we get into. 
Students, guidance counselors, teach-
ers and parent just need to take one 
deep breath. 

Why Do We Panic?
Continued from page 1

To: Claire Nelson
Love: Anonymous
I love you as much 
as you love laxers.

To: Courtney F.
<face so much�
Love, your secret admirer

To: Mr. Balazs
I may not agree 
with your views 
on radicalism, 
but I respect 
them.

To: The Neirad Staff 
Love: Stacey Wilkins
Thanks for being so amazing! You 
all surpass my expectations. I look 
forward to a great 08 w/ u all. 

Your eyes are blissful. You are perfect, you 
are divine, I’ve been secretly in love with 
you for forever, will you be my valentine?
Love:
Your Secret Lover

To: Allie T. and Brooke
Thanks for everything this sum-
mer. Don’t know what I would 
have done without you.
Love,
Brendan

To: Lanning
Love: Ya Boys
We love Nantucket and State Radio!

To: Libby
Love: Alex
You are the greatest. Look-
ing forward to skiing with you 
again.

To: Kristen
Love: A Bay Bay
“You light up my life...o baby can it 
be? its u and me..o honey u are my 
shining star...”

To: Mike Klein (President of the John 
Stamos Fan Club)
From: John Stamos
Thanks for inventing my namesake hot 
dog and being my biggest fan ever.

To: Cecillia 
Love: Katie
Happy Valentine’s Day! I love you. You’re 
the best weight training buddy ever.

To: Lauren
Your laugh sends tingles 
down my spine. - you know 
who this is from. P.S. You’re 
amazing. P.P.S. I love you

To: Katie and Charlotte
From: Katie
BAMF!

To: John Gardner
From: Ms. McCammon’s 6th 
period math class!
Wonder where your backpack 
is? Who took it this time?

To: Audrey, the women who lights my fire.
Love: Your Secret Admirer
You’re absolutely amazing, and by the 
way, horses rock my world! Love you 
oodles!

To: Katie, my pe-
tunia in a field of 
weeds.
From: Anonymous
I think you’re cool. 
You know who this 
is from. Love you!

XOXOXO

CUTIE

To: Emo kids
Tomorrow it will be sunny.

To: Our Czar
We’re rebelling.
Love, the 
Neirad staff

To: Lauren Murphy
Love: Chris Guynn
The nights underneath the stars at Waveny 
Park were amazing, and i still park my car in 
the garage.

To: Chrissy
From: Jane
Sorry about that time in Lake 
George!!

To: Teddy Malley
Love: Cat Stine-
man
You are the most 
beautiful boy in 
the whole wide 
world. Luv you 4 
eva!

Dear Leslie,
You squashed my heart the 
first time I saw you.
Sincerely,
Zac

Dear Hamburglar,
This may sound 
cheesy, but you 
are my McLovin. 
Let’s have McNug-
gets together
Sincerely,
Ronald McDonald

To: Ellen Melon
We’ll miss you! Have fun in Argentina...
we’ll send you muchas care packages. 
Love: Meg, Kim, and Melissa

Visit Darien High School’s newest source of 
DHS news:

www.darienps.org/neirad/
We are giving away some great stuff to the 
first 11 people who complete our “Neirad 
Enilno Hot Prize Quiz.” by Friday, 
February 15.

So, visit Neirad Enilno (online backwards) 
to find out what you have an opportunity 
to win. It’s our way of saying Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

College is not 
there to destroy 
us; it is there to 
educate us, and, 
ideally, for us to 
enjoy. So why do 
students panic? 
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Jamie Lynn Spears Jessica Bolduc
       Senior

Cameron Diaz Clemmy Little
        Junior

Kevin Connolly Jake “E” McCauley
     Sophomore

Owen Wilson Henry Glavin
  Sophomore

Katie Holmes Justine Sweeney
     Freshman

Evan “Frodo” Cunningham
            Sophomore

Separated at Birth Part II

Elijah Wood

Print management software for student printing has gone into effect at 
DHS.  Students will be able to print up to 50 black and white pages per quar-
ter at no charge.  It is expected that the software will eliminate some of the un-
necessary and wasted printing that occurs throughout the school and result in 
both financial and environmental savings.

The print management software is very easy to use.  After selecting the 
print command on the computers at school, students will be prompted to enter 
their username and password before the print job will start.  The software pro-
gram keeps track of the number pages printed and displays this information 
for the student at the start of each print job.  Students needing to print in color 
will need to have a staff member ‘release’ a color print job.

If a student has used all 50 pages in their account before the end of a quar-
ter and needs to print more pages the student will be able to pay for additional 
printing in the library.  The price for additional printing is $0.10 per page, which 
is the same price for photocopying at school.

Information and instructions on the new student printing procedures are 
available on the DHS website.  If you have any questions or comments, please 
contact Library Coordinator Jackie Bennet at jabennet@darienps.org.

When I stepped onto Colgate’s 
campus nearly five months ago, it was 
not the first time I had laid eyes on the 
old stone buildings and golden-domed 
chapel dotting the hill upon which the 
university sits. A traditional informa-
tion session, campus tour, three gradu-
ations and countless Family Weekends 
had taken me up to Hamilton, New 
York in the past. You see, my three 
older siblings had already graduated 
from Colgate University, most recently 
my brother in the spring of 2007. Yet 
I quickly realized that no matter how 
excited I was to go to school or how 
many times I had been there before, 
nothing could prepare me for the 
coming months. 

 I was able to get my feet wet 
on a pre-orientation camping trip in 
the Adirondacks. For a week I hiked 
through the wilderness and up and 
over peaks, all the while befriending 
my classmates and receiving priceless 
advice from my upperclassman lead-
ers.  My Wilderness Adventure com-
panions were my first friends at school, 
and although I have made more friends 
since then, I appreciate the company 
those first few experiences provided. 

 After some farewell parties and 
tearful goodbyes to my Darien friends, 
I was off to Colgate University for 
orientation. I was quite disoriented 
at first, for I was being led around by 
an upperclassman with the rest of my 
Freshman Seminar class and herded 
into the chapel for countless lectures. 
With a schedule so structured by vari-
ous welcoming activities, college was 
feeling more like summer camp than 
school. This feeling soon vanished, 
however, once classes started. For the 
first time ever, I was grateful for all 
the work I completed at DHS because 
it left me well prepared for my heavy 
workload in college. 

 Of course, college is not all work 
and no play. In the fall, I played club 
soccer, which allowed me to meet a 
bunch of girls that I’m not sure I would 
have crossed paths with had I not been 
on the team. I also volunteered at a Pre-
K class at a nearby elementary school, 
and helped raise AIDS awareness on 
campus with the Student Global AIDS 
Campaign Group. Getting involved in 
all different kinds of activities definite-
ly gave me the chance to meet friends, 
but I have found that I am constantly 
meeting new people.  While every-
day life can bring new acquaintances, 
I cannot say that the transition from 
high school to college was seamless; 
the college experience is new for ev-
eryone, and it takes time to adjust. But 
sooner or later, if you’re lucky, your 
friends begin to feel like your adopted 
family and school becomes your home 
away from home. 

 With almost one year’s perspec-
tive under my belt, I now realize that 
I tried to avoid Colgate’s grasp on my 
future. At the time, it did not matter to 
me that the school offered a smaller, 
more personal academic atmosphere, 
study abroad programs, and extra-cur-
ricular opportunities that I was looking 
for. I simply wanted to have my own 
college experience, and not that of my 
sister and brothers. As it turned out, 
Colgate and I chose each other, and I 
could not be happier about how every-
thing turned out. I’m only one semester 
down and my life at school is not yet 
perfect, but I am excited about all the 
possibilities, challenges, and fun that 
awaits me down the road. Despite the 
fact that I have to wear flip-flops in the 
shower and eat peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for almost every meal, I 
look forward to seeing what lies in 
store for my future at my second home 
at Colgate University.

Tone’s 
College 
Survival
Elizabeth Tone, 
past Neirad editor, 
tells about her first 
year at Colgate U.

Student Printing at DHS
and my life-long streak of clum-

siness, this eating challenge proved to 
be a small issue.

My favorite part of dinner by far 
was the dessert. Match’s “Just Baked” 
Chocolate Chip Cookies are literally 
served right as they’re taken out of the 
oven and come with an array of afore-
mentioned side toppings. Gooey and 
warm, these delectable cookies prac-
tically melt in your mouth, and the 
chocolate-peanut butter gelato tastes 
just like a Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup. 
The bananas were not as appealing to 
my taste buds, for the fruit seemed 
to have a slimy texture and a slightly 
burned taste. Nevertheless, the desert 
still tasted great.

Getting Large 

Jorden Cappiello
Staff Writer

In our last issue of Neirad, Darien High School’s celebrity look-alikes were featured.  Now, back by 
popular demand, here is a look at some more students and stars who may have been separated at birth! 

Continued from page 3

So whether you’re on a romantic 
dinner date or flying solo, give Match 
a call. Reservations are a must, but 
even if you forget to call ahead, the 
food is worth the wait.

Want to 
Advertise in 

Neirad?

email us at

Neirad@darienps.org
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At about 8am on a Saturday 
morning most students are still un-
conscious under a mass of pillows and 
blankets. A few others are just emerg-
ing with a lazy yawn or remain curled 
up on the couch watching cartoons 
with a bowl of Fruity Pebbles. But 
by 8am the debate team has already 
slipped into formal attire. 

This DHS organization is an 
often overlooked group. They get a 
crisp page in the yearbook and the 
school tucks their awards by the mes-
sage center, but the names inscribed 
go largely unnoticed. 

This year the debate team re-
ceived a new advisor when previous 
coach, Mr. Clarke handed off the role 
to new history teacher, Mrs. Sather. 

Mrs. Sather laughed saying that 
Mr. Clarke saw her resume and noted 
her previous debate coaching expe-
rience. She was quickly hired. Mr. 
Clarke now spends his Saturdays with 

his little boy. Mrs. Sather’s previous 
debate experience was at her past two 
schools, but DHS debate presents a 
new field of challenge. Rather than 
being given an assigned topic to pre-
pare, DHS debaters, must always be 
up to speed with current events and 
ready to tackle any type of controver-
sial issue. 

Each student straightens his tie or 
fusses over her skirt as they walk into 
the auditorium of the school and listen 
eagerly for the issue to be announced. 
Each group then rushes to take notes 
and discuss both sides: negative or af-
firmative. It is not until they are on the 
stage with the judges’ eyes narrowing 
on each word they say, that the debat-
ers are given a side to defend. 

There is roughly one competi-
tion each month and already DHS has 
earned seven awards from two com-
petitions this year. The competition 
in November was one of the most 
memorable with a total of five awards. 
The awards are given for individual 

or group pairs. The Junior and Senior 
Captains, Maura Farley and Nick 
Phillips, took the third place trophy in 
the competition and the DHS novice 
team, which includes the younger stu-
dents, took first place.

“I think one of the reasons that we 
do so well at our competitions is that 
we’re not like other teams; we don’t 
just restrict our practice to mock de-
bates. Our team also talks about world 
issues and plays games to enhance 
our speaking skills,” freshmen debat-
er Chris Brook said. “We also all get 
along really well, which I think is a 
huge factor in our success.”

After receiving an award, the 
group then qualified for states. Maura 
Farley, the junior captain, comment-
ed: “Anytime we get a trophy we’re 
happy, because there are a lot schools 
there.”

The entire league consists of ap-
proximately 20 schools. There is no 
particular arch-rival; only a strategy 
to win.  Mrs. Sather, beamed over her 

Kim Michels
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

A Spotlight on the Usually Disregarded Debate Team

debaters saying, “They are just a good 
group of kids.” She described how the 
team worked together, which made it 
a fun atmosphere and such a great ex-
perience. Nick and Maura were de-
scribed as being the “very thought-
ful” leaders of the group. They are 
the ones that help the novice students 
develop debate skills. She smiled and 
added: “They both really care about 
debate.”

On March 28th the debate team’s 
competition will be hosted right here 
on the DHS campus. Students are en-
couraged to come out and support the 
team. There will not be any popcorn 
stands and students cannot paint DHS 
in blue over their stomachs, but this 
team’s verbal acumen can still elicit 
the same excitement as stealing second 
base. The splice of a word and the 
power of an opinion can be gripping 
when presented by the DHS debaters 
with verbal alacrity that makes this un-
derrated talented team a standout. 

The Forgotten Trophies

Kimberly Russell
 —————————————————————————————
Contributing Writer

MyNews.com

clubs and personal activities, few stu-
dents find time to educate themselves 
on what is going on both nationally 
and internationally. 

Junior Grace Doering claims, “I 
just don’t have the time to watch the 
news. When I turn on the TV, I only 
really watch “Rock of Love,” “Shot 
of Love” with Tila Tequila and “Real 
World: Sydney.” I just find stuff like 
that more interesting, and I don’t read 
the newspaper.  Normally,  I don’t have 
much interest in the stuff that doesn’t 
affect me.” 

Senior Taylor Willis agrees with 
Doering, “I don’t involve myself with 
the news. I don’t really have the time. 
This is going to sound bad but it does 
not really interest me, unless it is 
something local such as someone we 
know in Darien or for sports.” 

For other students, reading the 
news is a must.  Senior Jimmy Jordan 
makes it a priority to keep well in-
formed.  “I read the paper every day. 
I think it is essential that people watch 
the news. I don’t know how you can 
live in an informed society without re-
alizing what is happening to you.” 

Yet, many students find the cur-
rent news programs hard to view. “I 
don’t watch the news on TV; there’s 
too much violence. The news during 
the day is too skewed, and news re-
porters are irritating. They pick and 
choose what stories to air, and that’s 
not cool. When I’m able to catch up 
on the news I stick to the Internet be-
cause it’s faster, to the point and gen-
erally less biased,” Senior Courtney 
Finkel said. 

Many students, Finkel included, 
would appreciate an easier and more 
interesting way to read news. “I think 
it’s really funny that it’s come down 
to this but if there was a Facebook ap-
plication that had headlines it would 
probably get the news out to people 
our age really efficiently... right now if 
you want to know what’s going on in 
the news you have to basically search 
for it, hunt down stories and I think 
if a company like Facebook were to 
encourage people to keep track of the 
news in an interesting way, everyone 
would jump on the bandwagon and 
we’d generally be more informed,” 
Finkel said. 

Luckily for today’s students, 
there are multiple ways to find news 
that is both interesting, visual and to 
the point: a format that suits the teen 
audience.  For example, teens prefer 
visiting www.rocketboom.com. This 
innovative site features a daily news 
round-up in video form. Anchor Joanne 
Colan presents news in an offbeat ir-
reverent style. Rocketboom searches 
for news that is out of the ordinary. 
For example, Colan interviewed a 
butterfly specialist about endangered 
butterflies. Hardly the typical fare of a 
straight news show. RocketBoom ap-
peals to teens because it is short, has a 
lot of humor and uses unconventional 
stories aimed at teens.  

www.robcurley.com is another 
example of a Web site targeting young 
adults. The Web site has a blog-like 
layout with short articles that cover 
politics, news and the evolution of 
media. , Curley’s website has evolved 
into a well-put together destination 
with brief but important messages. 
An example of his coverage includes, 
“Great Articles about Facebook in the 
Current Issue of Newsweek.” This 
website is great for teens interested 
in learning about media; it also has 
some great links to different news 
websites.

Technological advancements 
leave teens no excuse not to read the 
news. Whether through a traditional 
paper or online sources, it is impera-
tive that students make opportunities 
to become informed to further their 
intellect.

Claire Concannon:
Rock Climbing Hard Core

Claire with one of her climbing friends
Claire and a friend on a training trip

Christy Lattimer
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

competitively that same year.  Now, 
Claire is the fifth best rock climber 
on the North American continent.

 Claire trains on a weekly basis 
at a climbing gym in New Rochelle, 
New York.  She used to climb at Go 
Vertical, a gym in Stamford before it 
closed down.  Although she enjoys 
all forms of rock climbing including 
recreational, indoor and bouldering, 
Claire loves competitive climbing 
the most. “Competitions push you to 
be your best,” Claire says, “and since 
they are set up by official route-setters, 
they are often very good.”

 Another benefit to competi-
tive climbing is the different places 
Claire gets to travel to for her com-
petitions.  Claire has competed in 12 
different states and also in Mexico 
and France.  These opportunities have 
sparked a love for travel to exotic lo-
cales. In fact, if Claire places well 
enough in Nationals this June, she will 
head to the World Championships in 
Australia.

 What makes Claire the amazing 
climber that she is is not only her phys-
ical strength but her mental strength as 
well.  A good friend of Claire’s, Olivia 
Metcalf, has been climbing with Claire 
for about six years and says, “Claire 
is always ready and motivated to push 
her limits.  I remember this saying, 

‘fall down seven times, get back up 
eight’.  That’s Claire.  Even though she 
may fall, you can count on her to get 
back up and try again.  I think that it’s 
her motivation, dedication, and natu-
ral ability that makes her the strong 
climber that she is.”

Claire has also traveled to 
Austria and Romania for training.  
Her Romanian trip was one of her fa-
vorite experiences, although it was a 
little difficult getting there.  “My coach 
took about six other kids, three of 
whom I met on the flight.  We flew into 
Germany and drove to Hungary. From 
Hungary we caught a couple of trains 
where we only had two seats for all 
of us. We ended up with our bags, sit-
ting in the aisles of different trains for 
about a whole day’s time,” Claire says 
laughing. Once in Romania, the group 
went to a climbing valley where they 
climbed for more than one week.

After going to so many incredible 
places, Claire has developed an affin-
ity for traveling.  In fact, she is satis-
fying her desire to travel in Malawi 
this month. She departed in early 
February with a group of students 
from New York and Connecticut who 
are all members of the Building with 
Books program.  The southeastern 
African nation is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. Claire and other 
group members will work on building 
a school for a village while learning 
about the country’s culture.  She will 
return to school along with the rest of 
DHS students after February break.

One of Claire’s favorite hobbies 
is photography.  This past year, Claire 
injured her finger while rock climbing 

and unfortunately couldn’t compete in 
Nationals.  However, Claire did not sit 
on the sidelines after the accident. She 
still went to the competition acting in 
the capacity of an official photogra-
pher and after this experience, she 
realized that this was something she 
wanted to pursue.  “I definitely want 
to be a climbing photographer when I 
am older,” Claire says, “because not 
only do I love photography and rock 
climbing, but I also really like to travel 
and meet people from all over.”

Although Claire loves the chal-
lenge of a well set competitive course, 
she also enjoys climbing with all of her 
friends.  “Climbers are typically very 
chill and cool,” Claire says, “And they 
are also very driven to make them-
selves better.  It’s fun to climb with 
friends because you can push each 
other and work together to solve prob-
lems, such as figuring out the sequence 
to get up a wall.”  Metcalf completely 
agrees with her saying, “I love climb-
ing with Claire because of the energy 
she brings.  She is always excited and 
ready to climb hard, motivating me by 
getting me psyched to climb.”

Claire has learned from the inter-
esting experiences she’s had through-
out her life.  “Climbing has taught 
me to chill out and I have learned 
that grades, clothes and other things 
like that don’t matter.  Yes, grades do 
count when it comes to college.  But 
after high school, after college, what 
are you going to do?  What really 
matters is who you are and how hard 
you try.  What matters is if you really 
push yourself, in climbing, in life or 
whatever.”

Hanging out before climbing at Go Vertical

Claire Concannon started 
rock climbing when 
she was nine years old. 
This precocious athlete 
then began to climb 

F or many DHS students, 
reading a newspaper or 
watching the news is 
not a priority. Between 
sports, social activities, 
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SPORTS
Pat Luongo
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Sports Editor

Fire on Ice for Top Girl Skaters
Girls Ice Hockey Faces New Obstacles Throughout This Season

Skiing Mountains?!?!
A Guide to the Northeast’s Winter Resorts A Look at Some Oustanding 

DHS Athletic Preformances

Great Success
Will Wygal
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writter

A snowboarder gets a lot of air 
at Mount Killington

Senior Douglas Wright, junior 
Artem Skobrev, and junior Kevin 
Sousa took the top three places in the 
1000 meter and 1600 meter runs, help-
ing the Blue Wave to its sixth consecu-
tive FCIAC East Championship.  The 
Blue Wave won the meet over New 
Canaan 187 to 111.  Wright won the 
1600 and �200 meter runs and placed 
second in the 1000.  Skobrev won the 
1000 and was third in the 1600.  Sousa 
was third in the 1000 and second in 
the 1600.  Darien also picked up 18 
points in the 45 meter dash, 19 in the 
�00 meter dash, and 20 points in the 
pole vault.

The team competed in the FCIAC 
Championships on February 2nd and 
the Class M State Championships 
on February 12th.  DHS has won 
the Class M meet for the past three 
years.

 When thinking of winter activi-
ties, skiing and snowboarding imme-
diately come to mind.  Tons of DHS 
students are skiers and snowboarders 
who opt for Vermont for this sporting 
locale.  It is easy to understand the 
allure of the Green Mountain State 
when compared to Connecticut’s 
smaller hills.  In this snowboarder’s 
opinion, the intrepid athlete longs for 
so much more than lame slopes like 
Mount Southington -- can one even 
call it a resort with its so-called mighty 
12 trails?! And don’t get me started on 
Mohawk Mountain.  

The more seasoned skiers and 
snowboarders look to the three most 
prominent mountains in New England: 
Mount Killington, Okemo Mountain 
Resort and Stratton Mountain Resort.  
These ski facilities range from �,000 
to 4,000 feet high in comparison to 

Mount Southington’s whopping eleva-
tion of 525 feet.  

When looking at the different 
slopes and different mountains a skier 
should pay close to attention to the dif-
ferences.  The three resorts are geared 
to a different mentality of skiing. Some 
places are for family fun and others 
are for more experienced skiers and 
boarders. 

Killington is nicknamed “The 
Beast of the East,” because of its stat-
ure as the second highest mountain in 
Vermont.  Legendary skier and DHS 
senior Tim Nelson, states, “Killington 
has always been one of my favorite 
mountains because of its advanced 
slopes and good organization; it always 
feels like a new experience when I visit 
the mountain.”  (For a complete profile 
on Tim Nelson, visit Neirad Enilno at 
darienps.org/neirad/)

First developed in the late 1950s, 
Killington is still going strong today 
with its 120 inns, hotels, and com-
plexes.  But things have become much 
more commercialized. 

Junior Ryan Brooks skiied 
Killington since kindergarten. Brooks 
says he does not like the change from 
a mom- and-pop feel to the more cal-
culated commercial enterprise of 2008. 
“When I ski Killington I don’t feel the 
warmth I had been hoping for, the trails 
are very good but the actual town feels 
like a business community.” 

 Stratton is a different breed from 
Killington and Okemo: it has 92 trails 
with a gondola lift.  It is considered the 
most challenging of the three because 
of its difficult trails.  It isn’t considered 
a family fun place by most skiers and 
snowboarders, but more of a hardcore 
mountain.  Stratton is not the place to 
pack up the minivan for a trip to the 

bunny slopes.
Stratton has always been home 

to snowboarders, especially because 
Burton Snowboards founder Jake 
Burton created his first board while 
living in nearby Manchester.  Stratton 
was also the first major ski resort 
to allow snowboarding. It is home 
to a 25-year-old Stratton Mountain 
Snowboard School.  Stratton is the 
first choice for junior snowboarder 
Matt Ligouri: “Stratton has the harder 
trails and the people that ski and snow-
board there are very serious about what 
they do.”  So if you’re looking for the 
birth of snowboarding Stratton is the 
best choice.

 The family-owned Okemo is a 
mix of Killington and Stratton be-
cause it has a terrain park and half pipe 
but also has a lot of good trails.  Tim 
Nelson also said, “Okemo is definite-
ly the family fun place, it feels a lot 
friendlier and the terrain park is awe-
some.”  

Okemo is known for providing 
the true skiing experience with its awe-
some trails and paths.  It’s the sort of 
place that has an air of authenticity 
with a roaring fire going in the lodge. 
The word Okemo actually means “All 
Come Home.” The Mueller family 
who still owns the mountain decided 
to retain this Native American name.  
The family has also bought Crested 
Butte Mountain, a popular destination 
in the Colorado Rockies.  

There you have it for the ultimate 
Vermont skiing and snowboarding 
experience. So if you’re bored with 
the Connecticut hills look to Okemo, 
Stratton and Killington for a speed 
thrill.  Both skiers and snowboarders 
agree these mountains are well suited 
to fulfill all riding standards.

Sophomore Goalie Katherine Macomber makes a kick save during the 
game against New Canaan.  Photo Courtesy of Steve Buono/Darien Times

Girls Hockey is one of the world’s 
fastest growing sports in America, but 
you couldn’t tell by looking at the 
girls’ hockey team at DHS.  The loss 
of three key members from last year’s 
squad to prep schools along with the 
graduation of Casey Hekker and Emily 
Stout has left the team in dire need of 
bodies and seniority.  

“You get tired very quickly 
during games,” says senior captain 
Annie Fisher.  Fisher, a defense-
man, is one of two upperclassmen on 
the team.  The other is junior forward 
Brittany Coley.  “We only have 12 
players, which is not a lot for a hockey 
team.”

“We’ve played some teams that 
have almost three times as many play-
ers as we have,” said freshman for-
ward Teresa Blosio.  Blosio is one 
of the seven freshman that joined the 
team this year.  “We really have to 
hustle a lot,” 

The team’s roster woes were not 
helped out by the loss of three key 
players from last year’s team.  “We 
can’t worry about the players on the 
team last year that would have helped 
out our team,” said Fisher. “We’re just 
focused on working with the players 

that we have and not worrying what 
could have been.”

This year’s team has a record of 
three wins and ten losses, along with 
a myriad of underclassmen that are 
benefiting from the shortfall by re-
ceiving significant playing time.  Key 
underclassmen include sophomore 
goalie Katherine Macomber, sopho-
more defensemen Aimee Rich, sopho-
more forwards Madeline Coburn and 
Ambika Krishnamacher, freshman 
forwards Lauren Perkins and Emma 
Tuzinkiewicz, and freshman defense-
man Perrin Brown.

“It’s very common in many 
sports for the underclassmen to see 
very limited playing time on the var-
sity team, but because our team is a 
little low on numbers, they get to see 
a lot of ice time,” said first-year coach 
Al Gurney.  “It’s bad in one sense, 
but good in another sense because the 
experience they’ll get from playing 
considerable minutes on the varsity 
team this year will pay huge dividends 
down the road.  As a freshman, going 
up against players who are potentially 
four years older than you are is pretty 
scary, but hopefully when they’re se-
niors, they’ll be able to lose that fear.  
We will be a force to be reckoned with 
down the road.”

Gurney was very optimistic 
about the talent that he had on the 
team.  “The underclassmen have really 
stepped up their game for us this year.  
One example is our goalie Katherine 
Macomber, who is in my opinion the 
best in the state.  We’re pretty lucky 
to just have her on our side.”

Gurney was a last minute re-

placement for Caitlin Barnes, who 
had to resign from her head coach-
ing duties before the season due to 
other obligations.  Gurney had just 
retired from his job at Stamford High 
School.  He was a hockey coach and 
athletic director at the school for more 
than �0 years, winning a state title for 
the Black Knights and a State Coach 

of the Year award.   Gurney was also 
director of the Darien Hockey School 
for �0 years.  His assistant coaches are 
Morgan Ludwig and Jamie Tropsa.  
Tropsa was previously an assistant 
on New Canaan High School’s boys’ 
hockey team and also a member of the 
state champion Black Knights hockey 
team that Gurney coached.

“I haven’t been an actual hockey 
coach for a while because I was the 
athletic director at Stamford.  I haven’t 
been a coach for nine years, and it’s 
fun to get back behind the bench.  The 
girls are great, and they’re a fun group 
to coach.”

The girls are quite happy he’s 
here, too.  “The coaches are great: 
they have a lot of knowledge on the 
game.  They really make us better,” 
says Fisher.  They also are really fun 
to work with.  They’re the type of 
coaches that you really want to play 
hard for.” 

“I came out of retirement to coach 
this team to save me from myself,” 
said Gurney.  “I knew this would be 
a rebuilding year, and I also knew we 
would be losing some really good play-
ers to prep school teams.  This is by far 
the smallest team I’ve ever coached, 
but I’m quite happy with the way the 
season is going so far.”

Coming off an injury in the 
2007 season, Kaylyn Van Sciver 
has stepped up this winter to help 
the Gymnastics Team become a big 
time contender for team gold at the 
FCAIC Championships. Van Skyver 
set a personal best of �6.25 points 
on February 2nd against Westhill and 
New Milford.

 “I’ve been working really hard 
in practice and trying to perfect my 
all of my routines,” says Van Sciver, 
“So when I didn’t start the meet out 
as well as I had hoped on vault, I de-
cided that I was going to work as hard 
as I can and push my self to get those 
few extra points to help make up for 
my vault score.” 

 Van Sciver landed a 8.95 on the 
vault, 9.0 on bars, 9.1 on beam, and an 
impressive 9.2 on her floor routine. 

Artem Skobrev during a race

Van Sciver executing a dismount 
on the beam


