
Buckley Act Opens Confidential Files To Students

English Department Seeks To Clarify Curriculum

Was Samson Scalped?
Yearbook Decision Stings Photographer

added, "It can prevent help where help
is called for." Because teachers,
psychologists and counselors know
students can read what is wntten about
them, they may not do so honest and
complete a job as possible, he said.
Teachers won't always share their
observations about students. Mr.
Heffernan thinks that more in
formation will be exchanged through a
teacher and a counselor talking. He
also fears that if a student reads a
psychologist report, for instance, he
might get a distorted picture of the
problem and it could cause more harm
than good. A student-teacher relation
ship could be affected by a student read
ing comments about himself.

According to Mr. Heffernan, as long
as he has been here students have been
allowed to see all of their school records
except confidential statements. Mr.
Heffernan said that very few students
have asked to see their records since the
law came into effect. He feels, "This
amendment will help students to
recognize facts as far as test scores and
performance go. They will know how
they are seen by others." He encourages
students to see their records.

Darien has had definite guidelines on
the handling of students' records.

Although other schools were not
so careful, Darien did not give out in
formation to any individual, the army,
police or FBI 'without written consent
from the student, even before that vote.
This is now part of the new law.
Teachers' Recommendations

Mr. Heffernan said that when he
came to DHS, the school records were a
mess. "We found the folders under the
stage in the auditorium and all over the
place," he added. The Guidance
Department spent one year organizing
and putting the records on microfilm.
All subjective data is taken from a
student's folder after graduation and

Continued on page 4

Flandreau said, 'I'm not interested.'"
Yearbook Advisor

Yearbook advisor Phyllis Flandreau
commented, "Mr. Samson felt he had
not had a fair hearing at first so in the
spring he made another presentation.
The choice was made by last year's.
editors and the two advisors, myself
and Mr. Coulombe, on a basis of
photographic competence as evidenced
by work submitted and our opinion of
how the photographer would relate to
the yearbook staff and the school com
munity."

Mr. Samson finds their decision to go
with Mr. Harvey hard to accept, stres
sing his "unbeatable package" of better
quality, service and price." He con
tinues, "What I had down for $29.00
Harvey offered for $42.50."

Mr. Samson also emphasized
his written guarantee of satisfaction.
"The contract could be voided in
September if the staff was not pleased.
How could you go wrong?"

Says Dariannus co-editor, Martha
Constable of the decision, "It was pro
Harvey, not anti-Samson." Sue Mac
Murdy, the other co-editor, continues,
"We really liked Mr. Harvey's previous
yearbooks. He had worked with the
school already - he had done the book
for four years. Ifyou have someone you
know is good, why go buy someone
totally foreign to you?"

Editors Disapprove
The editors expressed their disap

proval ofMr. Samson's letter tactic call
ing it "bribery" and "underhancled."

Continued on page 2
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true and slanderous statements on
their records that might hurt their
chances for college or a job.

'Law Unclear'
Mr. Kwapisz didn't intend the law to

mean that recommendations be shown
to students also, but that is the way the
amendment may be read. According to
Gerald Heffernan, Guidance
Department Head, the Buckley
Amendment is unclear and leaves
many questions unanswered_ He

ing and Writing, for example),Creative
and Critical Thinking (Philosophy,
General Semantics, Film as Art, etc.),
Speech and Acting (Beginning and Ad
vanced Acting, Creative Speech) and
Writing (Journalism, Creative Writing,
Writer's Workshop, among others).

Participation in the traditional
program is optional, and students will
be allowed to construct a program of
their own selection, based on the elec
tives offered, if they wish.

Dr. Black explained that an ad
vantage of the elective system is that it
allows a student to concentrate on a
specific need or interest with greater ef
ficiency than would otherwise be pos
sible, while bypassing other areas
where the student is already proficient.
In addition, an honors program will be
offered to qualified juniors and seniors.

Continued on page 2

Mr. Samson offered the students a
deal, charging a $6.00 sitting fee for

. what normally costs $15.00, if they
agreed to write a letter commenting on
Mr. Samson and his work. Mr. Samson
explains, "I gave them my cost because
they were helping me out. There was
some confusion and I can see there are
going to be problems about the letter
there's not really anything I can do
about people misunderstanding."

'Not A Bribe'
One senior who wrote the letter said

he would have written it even without
the discount. "I don't think it was a
bribe," he reflected. "That intention
never entered my mind." He
sympathizes with Mr. Samson
commenting, "He had a right to be mad
if he lost the [yearbook] job."

Another senior, Chris Anderson, did
write the letter but only in the form of a
thank-you note that said, "I liked the
pictures, but that's all." She adds, "I
think it was a direct bribe. It's not going
to get him anywhere."

In reply, Mr. Samson states, "I
wanted to know what they thought of
our work - whether they were happy or
unhappy - nothing derogatory of
someone else."

The letters are an attempt on Mr.
Samson's part to secure the yearbook
bid for next year. He plans, if neces
sary, to take the letters to the High
School. Of last year he says, "I received
a negative reaction at the high school
- I was never asked to put in a bid or
contacted and told who got the book.
When I went up to the high school Mrs.

or
Shakespeare (semester)
Bible as Literature (quarter)
Myths and Legends (quarter)

or
The English Novel I (semester)
The English Novel II (semester)
Students may supplement the

traditional program with courses from
the "specific skills cluster." The elec
tives in these clusters are categorized
into four main groups: specific skills
(Modern English Grammar, Reading
and Vocabulary, Developmental Read-

teachers' rating forms and recommen
dations. Students and parents are the
only ones with access to their folders,
with the exception of school staff
members and courts with subpoenas.
Students 18 years old may require
written permission for parents to see
their school record.

The amendment, written by John
Kwapisz, legislative assistant to
Senator Buckley, was intended to
protect the students from having un-

or
Alienation in American Literature

(semester)
Modern American Drama (semester)

Senior Year
Survey of English Literature I

(semester)
Survey of English Literature II

(semester)

By JANE ADAMS

A minor "Photogate" or a simple
misunderstanding? This is the ques
tion regarding the letters some seniors
have written, in exchange for a reduced
price of their yearbook pictures, for
Steven Samson of The Darien Studio of
Photography.

Attention was focused on Mr. Sam
son and his relations with the Darian
nus staff when some seniors turned to
The Darien Studio of Photography for
retakes of their yearbook pictures.
About a dozen students went to Mr.
Samson, mainly becaUB~theywere dis
satisfied with the official yearbook
photographer Alwood Harvey's proofs.

Darien High School, Darien, Connecticut

By MEG McGOLDRICK

A Congressional bill amendment,
sponsored by Senator James L. Buc
kley, The Family Educational Rights
and Privacy Act, went into effect Tues
day, November 19. This law allows
students and parents to inspect all the
contents of cumulative school folders.

A student's school record contains in
formation such as birth certificates,
grades, test scores, attendance records,

I

Pictured preparing for the Senior Class Christmas Tree Sale, which will
continue through Dec. 24, are from I. to r. Peter Dragone, Lance Gilgore,
Huck Hough, and Weldon Rut-ge_ Scotch pines, wreaths, and balsam firs are
being sold. The proceeds will go to the DHS Scholarship Fund.
Whoto by Jim Clark)
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By MARTHA CONSTABLE and
GARRY LEONARD

"The improvements we have made in
the English elective system are a result
of .our increased awareness of its
shortcomings and deficiencies as
pointed out to us by the Board of
Education and concerned parents,"
commented John Black, chairman of
the DHS English Department.

In a survey given to parents during
Open House, one concern continually
voiced was the lack of traditional
programs inculcating basic skills such
as grammar, vocabulary, and classical
literature in the English curriculum.
Dr. Black explained: "We realized that
there was an honest ignorance on the
part of the parents about what was
available to their children in the elec
tive system." He added emphatically,
"It was inadequate communication on
OUT part which perpetuated this
situation."

Traditional Program
For those students who desire a

traditional program, the English
Department has selected several ap
propriate elective courses. These
courses embody the material and skills
formerly taught in the traditional
program. For sophomores, the
traditional program of English II is
still used. For juniors and seniors, the
following courses are, or will be, avail
able:
Junior Year

Survey of American Literature I
(semester)

Survey of American Literature II
(semester) or

Alienation in American Literature
(semester)

Contemporary American Novel or
Contemporary American Poetry
(semester)
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English Department's Action Laudable
Dr. Black's recent announcement of the English Department's reorganization and

clarification of the elective system seems to fulfill the objectives originally hoped for
when the program was introduced,

The program, when it was first presented, was well constructed and planned. The
revisions will increase the effectiveness of the system.

The English Department's actions to organize a set of courses which, when com
bined, constitute a traditional English program for a high school junior or senior,
will be beneficial for those students who would rather not design their own
curriculum. Of course, students will still have the option to choose their English
classes if they so desire,

The special report card for sophomores, another of the English Department's
revisions, provides for more personal communication and guidance for a student
who may not know what English courses would best suit his needs.

The obvious advantage of the English elective approach is its flexibility. Students
are allowed to construct their own curriculum from the electives offered as well as be
ing able to take more than one English course a year. The English electives also
make better utilization of the strengths inherent in the staff. It is fairly safe to as
sume that no teacher is a master of every aspect of English studies, In the elective
program,students are taught by teachers who are genuinely interested in the courses
they instruct,

We applaud Dr. Black,Mr.Sutton, the department in their attempt to improve
communication between themselves and the community. The revisions provide
more guidance for the students in their selection ofcourses and assure that students
will not pick "any old course," but the ones that are best for them.

Cut Policy Termed 'Arbitrary'

process through which the individual
can be guided, through which those
"few" can be helped, and throngh
which, if necessary, those "few" can be
controlled.

Therefore, I urge the School Council
to adopt the following process as a
recommendation to the administration'
through which the "cutting" problem
can be handled. It is based on the
process utilized by New Canaan High
School to curb what was once an ex
tremely high "cutting" rate.

1. A student is expected to be in class.
If he is absent he must provide a note
from home explaining his absence. If
the teacher does not receive such a note,
and / or notices an "excessive" amount
of absences for a given student, that
student's name is submitted to the ad
ministrator in charge of attendance.

2. The administrator in charge then
talks to the student

A. to inform the student that the
school is aware of a problem with his /
her attendance.

B. to attempt to determine why such a
problem exists..

3. The student's name is placed on a
Special Attention List, which is dis
tributed weekly to all school staff
members.

A. If a teacher has a student whose
name appears on that list, he / she
should notify immediately the ad
ministrator if that student is absent.

B. The administrator can then, if
deemed necessary, initiate a search for
the student.

4. If the delinquent behavior persists,
or the administrator believes it would
be beneficial in the given situation:

A. the parents are called in for a
conference;

B. the student is assigned Required
Studies; all free periods are so filled for
a given length of time. For instance, a
maximum would be four weeks while a
minimum might be two or three days.

C. As soon as it is realized that a
student is not present at his required
study, a quick survey of his possible
location should be conducted. If found
he / she should be brought back to the
required study.

D. Continued "cutting" from Re
qUired Study or class should require
another conference with the student's
parents and / or suspension.

The fact that "cutting" at New
Canaan High School has drastically
decreased over the past few years and
that the average student load for the
Required Study is four or five students
per period, proves that this process can
work.

This process allows for individual
attention to the individual problems
without punishing the vast majority. It
required the inclusion of the parents,
where much of the responsibility for
discipline lies. Assuming that many of
the "problem cutters" are "low
achievers," this system provides an at
mosphere where needed studying can
take place. Finally, rather than using
grades as a means of punishment, we
are creating a process whereby the
student can be helped and guided to
work to improve those grades and
achieve a needed feeling of success.
Punishment's goal should be construc
tive learning. The above process helps
us achieve that goal.

Editor's note: The ideas expressed
in this column do not necessarily
represent the editorial positions of
Neirad. Readers are invited to turn in
their views in editorial form to the
Neirad box in the front ·office. Sub
mission of a column does not
guarantee publication, but we will
attempt to print as many worthy
"Viewpoints" as possible:

By EDMUND HIGGINS
Social Studies Department .

I will begin by stating that I am
philosophically opposed to using a
student's grade as an instrument of
punishment. Rather, a grade should
reflect, to the best ability ofthe teacher,
the total achievement of the student in
the given class.

Studies have been made, in New
Canaan, for example, to see ifthere was
any relationship between the number
of absences and the level of
achievement. A significant correlation
of low grades and high absences was
found. Therefore, in one sense, the "cut
ting" student is already punishing
himself.

To arbitrarily use grades as a further
means of punishment merely increases
these students' chances of failure and
frustration. I do not believe that such a
result should be found in any
educational institution's goals. Rather,
we should be dealing with these
students in a more positive manner so
as to encourage the student to achieve
success.

Arbitrarily using grades as a means
of punishment for the "better" students
magnifies an occasional non·
achievement of expectation to the point
of negatively affecting that student's
whole future (e.g., college admissions,
etc.). Therefore, such a punishment is
far in excess for the alleged act.

Grades should reflect the total com
mitment and capability of the in
dividual student. To arbitrarily lower a
student's grade for an occasional non
compliance indicates that we, as an
educational institution, place a greater
value on an isolated error in judgment
than on hard work, conscientious effort
and constructive achievement. It is a
value system which, I for one, do not
want the students to adopt.

I further believe we are foolish in
attempting to define a policy that is ap
plicable to every individual in every
possible situation. Each individual has
a unique set of problems, needs and
goals. Therefore, in dealing with a
given student, we should be willing to
recognize that individuality and act ac
cordingly. We are members of a small
enough community where we can and
should afford that "luxury." We are
members of a community that
proclaims as its purpose and goal the
total improvement of the individual.
Therefore, we must be willing to work
with the individual.

To attempt to adopt a policy that is
applicable to every person, we go
against our own recognition that the
source of the "cutting" problem is to be
found in a small number of students.
We do not need a policy that punishes
excessively the vast majority in order to
control the "few." What we need is a

the English report card, which will be
issued to the parents of all sophomore
students before pre-registration.

Several methods have been devised
for evaluating incoming sophomores in
order to better prepare them for en
trance into the elective progr&'nl in their
junior year. Freshman English
teachers will submit an evaluation of a
student's reading and writing skills to
the DHS English Department. If a
student is found to be deficient in either
of these areas, he / she will be required
to take Developmental Reading,
Developmental Writing, or both, depen
ding on the extent of the need. Those
students who take only one of the
developmental courses will also be re
quired to take the traditional
sophomore English II. When both
developmental courses are taken,
English II is optional.

Another way to determine specific
weaknesses in English is a com
puterized test administered to all
freshmen - the California Test of
Basic Skills.

Communication
There will again be an English

Counseling Day in which all English
classes will be cancelled and students
will be encouraged to talk to teachers
about prospective courses for the
following year. But unlike last year,
English Counseling Day will be held
before pre-registratior..

All of the ideas illustrated above will
be discussed at an open forum, which
will be held in February. Interested
members of the community will be in
vited to attend.

DHS Photo Follies
Continued from page 1

Martha concluded, "We regret there is
any misunderstanding."

As for next year, Mr. Samson is "hop
ing to get the contract." Samson feels
the job is "something worth fighting
for. I'm hoping the first of the year to go
up to the high school and see what's go
ing on." He continued, "What really
interests me the most is finding out why
some of the senior yearbook editors or
workers who made the decision on who
they thought was the best and most
competent turned about and came to me
for help. It seems proof that they were
t!issatisfied with their own decision."

In response, Dariannus co-editor
Martha Constable stated, "The people
that went to him didn't have anything
to do with the decision of who is the
photographer. I would scarcely call it
turning to him for help - some kids just
wanted retakes. You can't please
everyone."

Continued from page 1
The English Department has

reorganized their course descriptions in
order to clarify, andconsequentlymake
more effective, the present elective
syswm. The new course description will
name the instructor, give a brief des
cription of the course written by him /
her, name the materials and methods to
be used in teaching the class, and con
clude with a section naming the objec
tives of the course.

English Report Card
A further effort at improving com

munication between parents and the
English Department is the formation of



give back the candy canes, at which
time Paul started to cry. I could not
stand to see such a charming boy cry, so
I said to his mother, "Now, that's not
being a good girl is it?"

A Visit With Santa
From all directions I was surrounded

by kids. "I want a Cadillac," "Gimme a
'Planet of the Apes' tree house," "Can
you get me a Barbie Doll?" Toys, bikes,
models, cars, planes, construction sets,
art sets, this and that. Just as soon as I
would write down their orders, two
more would pop up. I was being driven
nearly to the brink of insanity!!!

Finally, things began to quiet down. I
was alone there, sitting in my chair,
taking a well-deserved rest. At last
when I thought it was all through, a lit·
tle blond-haired boy walked up to me.
He said:

"Did you just put those whiskers on to
fake everybody?"

"Why no. I'm the real Santa Claus."
"If you're real, take off your hat and

let me see the rest of your white hair."
I looked up at Dave Lemmons and

Karen Ierardi who work there and
motioned to them to get this kid away
from me. They both stood there.

"C'mon. Take it off, you faker."
"I haven't got the time," was my only

reply as I was still motioning to Dave to
get rid of the brat.

"So long faker!!!"
All the other children began to turn

their heads. Finally, I spoke up to the
boy: "Come here. Santa wants to talk to
you." I squeezed his arm and whispered
in his ear, "Look kid, if you don't shut
up, I'm going to let you ride piggyback
on a buzz·saw." I never saw a nine-year
old boy run faster than he did.

Santa Retires
I thought this was as good a time as

ever to make my exit. I got up, walked
down the aisle, slipped into the back
room and got out of my costume. I was
Peter Hoover once again. I walked out
ofthe store into the December night air.
I turned around, smiling now, and fac
ing the north said to myself, "Santa,
wherever you are, God help you."

748 Poet Road, Darien, Conn"lCticut
655-8344

Our up-to-date Category Index will direct
you to the information you need - facts
and all shades of opInion on contempo
rary issues are at

c.S. I. STUDENTS!

By PETER HOOVER
Second in a Series of George

Plimptonesque Features

~Neirad"s" Santa Gets His Jollies

As an undercover reporter for Neirad,
I was assigned to disguise myself as
Kris Kringle. Without any regard to my
health or welfare, I threw myself on the
mercy of the little kiddies in the midst of
Darien's own Stolers. There I was, a
person with no more significance than
a single grain of sand on a beach.
Within minutes, I would attract the lit
tle folk from far and wide, with a
brilliant red suit and flaming white
hair.

I sat down and talked with Paul, a lit
tle boy who was so polite and so charm
ing that I gave him a handful of candy
canes. His mother carne back with him
five minutes later. "For God's sake,
Santa, the boy just stayed home from
school today for having a
stomachache," and she attempted to

Santa Claus takes time out from his busy schedule at the North Pole to pose
as Peter Hoover. (Photo by Jim Clark)
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character. Barbara Gray and Brian
Donofree also excelled in bringing forth
their total characters to the audience.
Miss Gray did exceedingly well in her
monologues, which came at moments
which would otherwise have been dull.
Mr. Donofree's drunken stints and
blunt comments to his choir were a
treat in themselves.

All of the leads seemed to outshine
the lesser roles for the most part. Other
exceptional leads were: Robin Young as
Mrs. Webb, Steve Taylor as her
philosophical husband, Sue Signore as
the miserly little Rebecca, and John
Gilson as Mr. Gibbs. These actors and
actresses not only performed their own
parts believably but complimented one
another. Other major roles were played
by Erica Van Wagener as Emily Webb
and Charlie Worthen as Wally Webb.

Imaginary Sets
A real tribute to the cast was the way

they handled themselves on their
imaginary sets. Doors, windows, and
the like were never out of place so the
audience had a real visual image ofthe
scenery, especially during Act I.

The cast as a whole was alive
and vibrant, and best of all, they kept
the audience involved during moments
that might have been quite bland.
Audiences both nights must have been
quite an inspiration in size

This production, like Under
Milkwood last year, should be a good
omen for productions to come.

Depending on the receiver's taste and received gift. Most magazines offer
your budget, there are many shows, reduced Christmas gift rates and send
concerts, sports events, and special an announcement to the receiver about
interest events to which you can get ad- the subscription and when delivery will
vance tickets to give as gifts. Now that begin. If the subscription is ordered too
Broadway seems to have experienced a late for such an announcement to be
turn-around, therearemores~how..stha~_. given, you could.wrap up the latest is-
ever to choose from. ~..., sue of the magaztne and say that there

'Grease' ..' '-are more to come. Some ofthe best bets
For those who prefer a . at- -, are New York, Ms., and National Lam-
This rock-n'-roll musical transports u:B'" poon. Along these lines, books can also
back to the time when teenage' make a good, last-rn:\nuteyurchase.
characteristics were becoming stranger Art Connoiseur?
all the time. This production has a cast The person you have in mind may be
showing manic enthusiasm. an art connoiseur, and if so this makes

For plays on a more dramatic level gift buying especially easy. Ifyour sub-
there are several which have received ject admires the work of a certain artist
good reviews. The most successful gifts or period, then a book showing
would probably be Equus, Sherlock reproductions of work from that artist
Holmes, or Raisin (a musical). Mom or period is a terrific gift. If a particular
and Dad might enjoy a nostalgic play painting is admired, prints can usually
such as Good News or Over Here! be obtained in poster form in authentic

If you know that a friend or relative scale. Posters of many other subjects
who enjoys a certain magazine or can be purchased at several places for
interest, a subscription would be a well· quite low prices.

655·3003

By BRIAN HUBER and
BOB JEFFERSON

~'.A.".lA,..,../'I:./r-

HANDBAGS

BOOTS SHOES

1073 POST RD.

(On Darien Theatre Bldg.)
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Christmas is only a short way off,
and many people wonder what kind of
different gift to give that will surely
make an impreBBion. Entertainment
presents are unique and generally'
welcome.

Records
For a gift for a brother, sister or friend

which is not too out of line price wise,
you may consider the gift which keeps
on giving,.fl record album. A sure choice
for good music is the new Loggins and
Messina album, Mother Lode. You
won't find any hit singles here, but the
continuity of great music produces an
outstanding album. Another idea
might be Harry Chapin's new release,
Verities and Balderdash, which con·
tains the hit "The Cat's in the Cradle."
Harry Nilsson has a terrific new album
out called The Point. It's a truly fine
performance by this gifted artist.

This Year Give The (!Let-Me-EDtertaiD-You~Gift

308 Does 'Vibrant Job,'
Paints 'Our Town' Red

By BOB JEFFERSON

Review
For this year's fall production,

Theatre 308 presented Our Town by
Thorton Wilder at DHS on November
22 and 23. The play lends itself to a good
production by almost any group,~ but
Theatre 308's was truly exceptional.
The production flowed with a
smoothness like that of a musical.

. -"The play concerns the town of
Grover's Corners, New Hampshire, at
the turn of the century.- . ..

Stage Manager
Some humorous and sometimes very

surprising dialogue was delivered by
Francis Venezio as the stage manager.
He kept the audience totally immersed
in Grover's Corners while narrating the
gaps between scenes. Julie H~fferd

played, an equally convincing Mrs.
Gibbs. While some of the leads had
trouble projecting their characters to
the audience, Miss Hufferd was Mrs.

Gibbs and played her role with easy
precision and poise.

Chris Popov portrayed the often
times naive George Gibbs with a touch
that gave the hero a real hero's
character. His acting style was
thoroughly believable to say the least,
but often his facial expressions and
hand movements were his most strik·
ing devices. Mr. Popov did a fine job in
combining the two to create his total
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Gordon Bruno

Phyllis Swinkin Hare, who formerly taught Biology I, Human Values, Home
Nursing, and served as the school nurse before she started teaching full time, moved
to Newburyport, Massachusetts, after her marriage. She is currently involved in
starting a home care program in one of the Newburyport hospitals. The program
would allow patients to leave the hospital sooner and have rehabilitative services
continued in the home. She enjoys her job butadmits: "Now that I'm back in nursing,
I realize why I went into teaching! I miss being around young people all day - the
challenge of teaching a difficult lesson. I miss the striving to rewrite and present
challenging ideas to people." Mrs. Hare foresees no immediate changes in her future
plans at this time.

Where Are They Now?
. , ,

Dr. Bruno is still able to ride his ,.
motorcycle to school, as he did when he ~

was at Darien High. "The ride on the ~,
Merritt Parkway is very exciting." C"'K".ltlw

The fonner principal admitted that F
there is no homeroom policy at Manhat
tanville College, and although they do
have an attendance policy, he could not
tell us exactly what it is.

"There are a number of Darien High
School graduates currently at Manhat
tanville College. My contact with them
has been very pleasant. And since I did
not have to move when I changed jobs, I
am continuing to stay in touch with the
town and Darien High School," Dr.
Bruno added.

Dr. Richard Harper, former Social Studies Department head through this Oc
tober, is now Coordinator of Social Studies K-12 for all of Stamford's public schools.

In reference to his new position, Dr. Harper commented, "I'm enjoying it more
than I thought I would." He cited the challenge and the opportunity he has had to
meet a lot of different people as some ofthe favorable aspects ofhis new pursuit, but
added that it is too bad that he has not had a lot of contact with students.

Concerning the differences and similarities between the Stamford and Darien
School Systems, Dr. Harper said, "You observe many ...." He noted that the high
school in Darien is more informal than those in Stamford. "The teaching relation
ship is more informal ... student freedom and flexibility are much more marked in
Darien."

Dr. Harper noted that there was "a good spirit in Stamford about trying to im
prove. He mentioned that Stamford has a staff development program which in
volves opportunities for teachers to learn ofnew techniques in teaching, for example.

.or. Harper foresees no change in plans in the near future.

Formerly of the Math Department at DHS, Joan MacDonald is presently atten
ding the University of Wisconsin, working toward her Master's degree. She left DHS
last June, as she was only hired as a one-year replacement for Mr. Nicholson, who
was on sabbatical leave. In January, Ms. MacDonald plans to teach at Exeter
Academy in New Hampshire, where she has been offered a permanent position. She
noted the difference in teaching in private and in public schools, commenting,
"There are a lot of hassles in public school."

"Greater opportunities appeared on the horizon," responded former DHS faculty
member Timothy Otte to a question concerning his departure from the high school.

He said he misses his associates a lot and "I occasionally miss the students, too,"
but at this moment does not regret his move. When asked ifhe had heard anything
about doings at DHS, he replied, "Yes, and I'm glad I left." He had no comment on
the present cut policy other than that he.would oppose it if he were still at the high
school. -

Mr. Otte, a social studies teacher last year and for three years preceding 1973-74,
taught U.S. History and CSL He practiced an independent classroom situation.
Now, he runs a restaurant in Hartford, Connecticut,called Timothy's and has termed
it "my baby." According to Mr. Otte, the restaurant is doing well and though there is
always the option to go back to teaching, he prefers at this time to stay with the res
taurant for a while. He said, "It's a new experience and I've learned a lot. I really en-
joy it." .

Former Superintendant of the Darien School System Daryl Pelletier, is presen-
tly in charge of the West Islip, Long Island schools. He left Darien last year, after

eight years of service here, feeling that
that was a long enough time to spend in ,
one community. He said, "i left to take

on a bigger job. This new one is more

than twice as big." The West Islip
school system has 13 schools. Dr.

Pelletier says he is involved with a wide
number of committees. He added, ''I'm

enjoying it very much."
As for extra curricular activities, Dr.

Pelletier plays tennis twice a week,
sails in the summer and has a house on

..... the bay. "All in all, I'm very happy," he
,commented, although he said he does

miss all of his good friends in Darien.
.Daryl Pelletier

Your
Medicine Man

Grieb~s Darien
Pharmacy

colleges are afraid that teachers will
sue if students are permitted to read
recommendations that were written in
confidence. IT the contents of a file are
challenged, the school must correct the
error or hold a court hearing. The
penalty for not showing a student his
file or giving information to an
unauthorized party is the loss of federal
funds for the school.

New Changes Planned
The Buckley Amendment is another

step forward for students' rights. Dr.
Robbins said, "In the long run this law
will help more than hurt, but the
reverse may be true until changes are
incorporated."

Senators James L. Buckley and
Claiborne Pell are working together on
an amendment that will correct certain
parts oftheBuckley amendment. These
changes are expected to go into effect
before the end of the 45-day period.
These new changes will prevent a
student from seeing letters of
recommendation and all other'
statements that have already been sub
mitted confidentially. The new
amendment also says that a student
will not be permitted to see his parents'
financial statements. As long as a
student is dependent on his parenti.
they have the right to see his grades.
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In the inquisitive manner of the true journalist, Neirad staffers sallied forth to
track down some of those who have recently been a part of the DHS educational
system and to reveal their present occupations and future plans.

"Do I like retitement? At 6:30 in the morning I love it," says Christopher Adams,
who taught English at DHS from 1943 until his retirement last year. He continued, "I
don't have any hobbies to speak of; reading is my main interest, mostly the classics.
Mrs. Adams and I travel a lot and plan to continue now that I'm retired." Mr. and
Mrs. Adams visited South America in February, Europe in October, and have
already planned a trip by car to Boston and New Hampshire, as well as a plane ride
to Ohio. The purpose of the trip is to visit their sons and daughters over the
Christmas holidays.

"There are things I miss about teaching, of course, the kids mostly and not just
those that were in my classes. I don't miss supervising the cafeteria and being on
hall duty, but I did like lecturing to my classes and teaching them to appreciate
literature." Mr. Adams has not abandoned his study ofliterature and has given some
thought to writing a book on the interpretation of Shakespeare. "It's all in my head
right now, and the material covered would tend to be abstruse." Another topic Mr.
Adams has considered committing to book form is the history ofeducation and the
changes it has gone through since he became involved in it forty years ago.

Contrary to some beliefs; Mr. Adams does not occupy his time writing letters to the
Darien Review. "I was insulted to hear that the letter written about Bruno was
credited to me. If I had written it, it would have been better."

, Gordon Bruno, former principal, left Darien High School last year for a
"marvelous opportunity" offered him by Manhattanville College in Purchase, New
York. Currently Dr. Bruno is directing the graduate program in teaching and build
ing a Humanities program for Manhattanville. "I like my position exceedingly
well," Dr. Bruno saId.

When asked ifhe had any plans for the future as far as a change in position, Dr.
Bruno said it was "hard to say. I fully expect to return to the firing line of public
school administration sometime in the not too distant future ... that is where my
training and commitment is."

Dr. Bruno feels the time he has had since his principalship has been important. "I
havedonean awfully lot of thinking and writing about the role of teachers and ad
ministrators. Currently I am working on an evaluation program with ad
ministrators and teachers in New York and 'New Jersey.

New Act 'Helps More Than Hurts'
continued from page 1

destroyed, so it won't be on his
permanent record.

Teachers here were given back their
ratings of current students shortly
before the Buckley Amendment came
into effect. Mr. Heffernan said that
some teachers did rewrite their ratings
before returning them. These ratings
are given to colleges upon students' re
quests and used by the guidance
counselors for writing recommen
dations.

Selective colleges are worried about
losing teachers' and counselors' candid
opinions. Donald Robbins, assistant
principal, said teachers will have to write
more-sklllfUilyworde'd recommen
dations. They will have to check out the
facts. Unfortunately, they may not
choose to express themselves so fully.
Although a teacher has to make a few
critical obeervations about a student,
Dr. Robbins predicts that more positive
points will be written.

Lawsuits Possible
A school can take 45 days to respond

after a request is made to see a record. A
lot of colleges are waiting, with the
hope that some amendments will be
made before this time period is up.
Several colleges have filed lawsuits
against allowing students to see the
records, just to test the law out. Some

\
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atmen To Grapple With Norwalk In Season Opener

Gymnasts To Defend State Title

December 19, 1974

few very strong sophomores. Two of
these, Donna Smith and Karin
Arneberg, will add their talents to the
betterment of the team. Injuries have
befallen the team with one co-captain
out with broken fingers, a sophomore
affected with a troublesome knee and
pulled muscles, with shin splints and
bruises affecting others.

The coach feels that the girls will do
well this year but might have trouble
against the Greenwich team, which has
a reputation for being strong. "The
girls will have to throw their best
routines and give it their all if they
want to make it to the States. Out of 34
teams it's tough to make fourth place,
which is what you have to do to make it
into the States as a team." It will be
tough for the girls to even match their
last year's record of third in the
Regionals and sixth in the States.

The girls' first meet will be held at
home at 7:00 p.m. January 8 against
Stamford. This year's co-captains are
Ellen Fransconi and Winky Ward.

"The whole team is pretty quick and
smart," Mr. Nelson noted. Of his
ttrirteen varsity players he reviewed:
"Leslie Milne is a good defensive player
and an extremely good team leader. She
will be much more important as a scorer
this year. Julie Hendrickson can be
strong as a rebounder and is a good
offensive player."

Mary McCurdy was cited for her "ex
cellent shooting" as was Mary
McKinney. "The key to our defense,"
according to .Coach Nelson, is Jean
Harford. Alison King was named as "a
prime rebounder," with much scoring
potential. "A good defensive player,"
Terry Delaney, was also seen as a
promising scorer.

Juniors Page Kennedy and
Katharine Bullock were termed very
impressive, with "a good instinct for
the game." Bev Flowers was noted for
her shooting ability and Cathy Glm;6,
was mentioned for her rebounding.

Coach Nelson stated that he hoped to
be able to use Julie Mattera and
Macaire Canavan "once we get going."

The 'girls met Taft at home on
Saturday, Dec. 7, again playing six
quarters, triumphing 48-38.

Coach Nelson made some optimistic
pre-season predictions, commenting
that the varsity should be the smartest
team in the league. "We should be
capable of beating everybody."

Looking up to the sixteen-game
schedule, Coach Nelson mentioned
that Trumbull or New Canaan might be
their toughest competition, but "it is
hard to say for sure."

By JANE ADAMS

In its second season under Coach
George Nelson, the Girls' Basketball
Team is offto a promising start, having
defeated both Greenwich Academy and
Taft private schools in scrimmages.

The team played six quarters against
Greenwich Academy on Thursday,
Dec. 4, dribbling to a 68-44 win.

By SALLY BILLINGS

and he was also chosen to the All
County team. Senior Scott Tuck will be
trying to improve on his 7-7 record of
last year in the 125-pound division.

Senior John DeCesare will try to nail
down the 114-pound division after com
pleting a disappointing 6-8 record last
year, and junior Joe Lombardo, whom
Ferrainahas high hopes for, will return
for his second season at the lOO-pound
class. Sal feels there are still some gaps,
especially in the upper weight division
but is impressed at the amount of new
talent. Ferraina is hoping that second
year-man Lou Procacinni can nail,
down the heavyweight division, while
second-year-man Andy Schofield will
hopefully take the 169-pound class,
Gary Schroon the 157-pound class, and
Tom Deppin at 134 pounds, with
rookies Sisk at 155 pounds, McAuliffe
at 140 pounds, and sophomore Tom
Kratky at 121 pounds.

The matmen will take on the
Norwalk Bears at 3:15 at home on Dec.
20 in their season opener.

Female Gymnasts Show Optimism

The DHS girls' gymnastics team has
;,;tarted practicing for this year's
season. However, the program has
varied a little from last year's. The girls
will have nine meets plus Regionals',
States, and FCIAC's, compared to last
year's total of nine meets all together.
Another factor that has helped the girls
is that the coach, physical education
instructor at Mather Jr. High Sandy
Oldham, will be returning for her first
full year of coaching.

The girls received a set ofnew uneven
bars, a balance beam, and a new
springboard, which is shared with the
boys. The long needed equipment has
added much to the girls' routines, and
the uneven bars have allowed new
moves that were impossible on last
year's bars.

The coach has hopes that the girls

will have a good season with the return
ing juniors and seniors along with a

Mary McKinney (!to. 15) and a Taft opponent vie for possession of the
ball in a pre-seaFion scrimmage. (Photo by Jim Clark)

Hoop Girls Start Season

Neirad

Despite the loss ofMcElroy and Hart,
Ferraina believes he has a more
balanced team this year with six
returning lettermen plus a crop of
sophomores coming up from the junior
high ranks. He also feels that juniors
David Sisk andBrendan McAuliffe will
contribute much to the team.

The Wave already has most of its
weight classes filled up with ex
perienced veterans, leaving only a few
spots open to newcomers. So far, the
team looks as follows: Ferraina will
hold his 147-pound class without too
much competition. Sal finished last
year with a 13-2 win-loss record; he was
fourth in the states in his weight class,

Despite the losses from last year's
team, there are some very strong and
promising sophomores coming up from
the junior high ranks. Coach Battino
commented that "this is one of the
hardest working teams that I have ever
had at the high school." And he also
noted'that despite the youth on the
team he feels "that if the team can
mature fast enough, they can be as
good as last year's team."

Seniors returning to this year's squad
are co-captains John Lummis and Don
Hofmann,along with John Mills and
Hank Stanton. Juniors on the squad
are Joe Pagliarulo, Tony Totilo and Jeff
McLean. Sophomores who will play a
key role on this year's squad are Peter
Stanton and Tony DiSilvestro, who
Coach Battino feels will be great
prospects. Other sophomores are Ken
Holmes, John Malty, Peter Frances
coni, Todd Bernhardt and "Gary
Scholtz. Managers are Sue Troy and
Karen Correnty.

The team opens up its season athome
on Friday, Jan. 3, at 7:00 p.m. against
Hartford Public.

CAN YOU USE

By JIM CLARK

uop
Un'~'l'1UI 0,1 Pro..;l\lCIS Comp.1Yy

Air Correction D,\<j~IO!'I

AIR CORRECTION IS PARTICIPATING WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF BRIDGEPORT
TO PROV IDE A "COOPERATIVE ENG INEER IriG PROGRAM." IT CONS ISTS OF ALTERNATE
FOUR-MONTH ~ERMS OF FULL -TI ME COLLEGE STUDY AND FULL-TII1E WORK ASS IGNMENTS
WITH OUR ENGINEERING AND/OR RESEARCH DEPARTMENTS. EARNINGS FROM WORK
ASSIGNMENTS ARE ABOUT $lS,OUO DURING YOUR COURSE OF STUDY. THIS IS A
YEAR-ROUND PROGRAM THAT IS COMPLETED WITH YOU EARNING A B,S, DEGREE IN
FIVE YEARS WHILE GAINING TWO YEARS OF VALUABLE PROFESSIONAL 'EXPERIENCE

rlEFORE GRADUATION.
CANDIDATES CAN START THIS PROGRAM ,jjTH SUMMER HIPLOYMENT AT AIR

CORRECTION IN DARIEN, CONNECTICUT, PRIOR TO bEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF BRIDGEPORT IN SEPTEMrlER,

Ask for a brochure containing details, Call or write:

Mr. Bruce Henkle Mr. Daniel Carnese
Air Correction College of Engineering
Tokeneke Road ot', University of Bridgeport
Darien. Ct. 068:20 Bridgeport. Ct. 06602
655-8711 576.4116

SENIORS -- IF THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS ARE "YES!"AIR CORRECTION IS
INTERESTED IN YOU!

INTERESTED IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING? CAN YOU USE $15,000 TOWARD YOUR
COLLEGE EXPENSES? WOULD YOU Ll KE TO HAVE PRACT ICAL EXPER IENCE WORKI NG
WITH ENGINEERS WHILE YOU ARE EARNING YOUR B,S, DEGREE?

By LARRY CUSACK

$15,000 FOR COLLEGE?

Blue
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As the winter segment of DHS's
sports program rolls in, all teams have
already begun tuning up for their on
coming seasons. Not to be excluded
from this group are the Blue Wave
Wrestlers, who have already been in the
conditioning phase of practice for weeks.

The matmen of Darien, minus one
captain and top wrestler in Jamie
McElroy (who moved), and another
letterman in Steve Hart (who chose not
to go out), have begun the tedious work
of getting into condition. Under the
leadership of captain Sal Ferraina, the
Wavers hope to improve on last year's
mediocre record of 7-7.

However, this year's team has a lot to
overcome. Graduation has hurt the
team dearly. Graduating from last
year's squad were four of the most
talented gymnasts ever to come from
Darien. They are Walter Dorrell, Kim
Bailey, Micky Vitti and Steve Infante.
Dorrell and Bailey both -shared the
Connecticut State All-Around Cham
pionship, while Vitti took the parallel
bar title, and Infante placed a third in
the floor exercise championships.

The 1974-75 Darien High School
GymnasticsTeam this year has a great
task to achieve, that is to defend their
'73-74 County and State Cham
pionships.

Last year's squad was perhaps
Darien's finest team in their hi~~ry.

The team just put it all together as they

went undefeated, won the county cham-'
pionship over a strong Greenwich
squad, and then went on to cop the state
title, again over Greenwich, who came
in second.
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Both could become important
players, as will all members of the
team, as Mr. Percudani will play all ten
members of the team in trying to strive
for a balanced attack and give rests to
the players.

Mr. Percudani says that this year's
team will be a running team and will be
pressing full court on defens!;' and feels
that the players he has will be able to
compete with most of the teams in
FCIAC.

He feels that the league on the whole
will be more evenly balanced and that
there is no really strong team this year
in the league and that no favorite has
developed so far, giving Darien a better
chance for a winning season.

By PETER PUCK

Money alone cannot buy
responsive ski equipment
How many stores that sell ski equipment and apparel
give you professional help in making your selection?
Very few. But one of those select few is right here in
Fairfield County. Darien Sport Shop. A professional
ski shop where you find professional personnel and
probably the highest regarded ski repair shop in
all of New England.
The type of ski, boot or binding that may be right for
a friend, neighbor, sister or brother could be a
terrible mistake for you. Your weight, height, and the
diameter of your tibia bone are just a few of the
factors that should be much more important in
influencing your selection than what a friend says
about his skis. At Darien Sport Shop, experts will fit
you with the particular type of equipment designed
for you and your kind of skiing. And for maximum
security. .
Remember, money alone cannot buy responsive ski
equipment. And remember Darien Sport Shop.

Icemen Face Off Season

Neirad

By TODD BURGER and
LARRY CUSACK

In the second period the Wavers
began to show signs of offensive

After blazing through their ex- strength, but they were still unable to
hibition schedule with an undefeated 2- put together a successful scoring com.
o record, the pugnacious Darien bination. The Rams bent twine again in
pucksters opened up their '74-75 cam- the final period to conclude the scoring
paign with a disappointing 2-0 loss to at 2-D. Much credit should go to the
perennial county champ and arch-rival Darien defense, who held the potent
New Canaan, a 1-Dvictory over the New Canaan scoring attack to just 18
Vik;ings of Westhill, and a 7-4 win over shots on goal.
the Ludlow Tigers. Westhill 1-0 Next, the Wavers

The frozen Wavers are led by co-cap- traveled to Stamford and nipped a
tams Steve Franklin and Bill Vernon, much improved Westhill team by the
who are joined by Huck Hough to make score of 1-0. The lone goal of the game
up the first line. The. second line is came in the first period on a rush by
centered by Charlie Hartigan, with Jeff Charlie Hartigan, who picked up his
Taylor and Burch Baylor skating own rebound and slammed it by a
alongside him. The defense is bolstered beaten Westhill netminder. The Wavers
by lettermen Eric DiSilvestro and Matt controlled much of the game, but once
Clinton, along with Craig Sinclair, again were unable to find the range.
Peter Romanos, and John "the hack" Darien wound up with an 18-10 shots-
Hom. Tending goal for the frozen Wave on-goal advantage. Regan Ashbaugh's
is Regan Ashbaugh. This year's team is fine performance in goal resulted in a
characterized by experience as seven shutout.
lettermen are returning to assure a Ludlow 7-4 For the first time this
strong, well-balanced lineup. season the Wavers put their offense
New Canaan 2-0 Once again the New into full gear by scoring seven big
Canaan Rams foiled the Wavers' goals, five of which came in the second
season opener before a jam-packed period. After trailing 2-1 in the first
crowd at the Darien Ice Rink on Mon- period the Wavers came flying back. All
day, Dec. 2. The Blue Wavers came out scoring was led by co-captain Steve
looking sluggish and New Canaan Franklin, who had two goals and three
peppered the Darien goal with rubber. assists for a total of five points; next
All scoring attempts were turned away came Huck Hough, who had a goal and
by the excellent play of goaltender three assists, and Bill Vernon, who had
Regan Ashbaugh until late in the first a goal and two assists. Single goals
period when Bill Panella of New went to Burch Baylor, Charlie
Canaan got open in front of the cage Hartigan, and Craig Sinclair, with as-
and slipped the disk past a sprawling sists going to Peter Romanos and Jeff
Ashbaugh. Taylor.

Blue Netsters Hooping To Improve On 3·17 Record
depena on' them for their scoring and
leadership if they are to have any
chance to better last year's record.

But Darien is by no means weak in
the height department. Junior
letterman Paul Sellew walks among the
girders lining the DHS gymnasium at
6' 7W'. Others who will help in height
will be senior Scott Wyckoffand juniors
Mike Grubbs, Paul Hendry, and Rod
Walters. Senior Rick Russell and junior
Alan Kirkly both are a little over 6' and
will also help.

Mr. Percudani cited that he was
"pleasantly surprised" with the work of
senior Ed Budrawich who is making
his first varsity tour of duty at DHS,
and that sophomore Bob Harford
"shows good promise."

schedule until near the very end of it.
We have a tough schedule,and it won't
be easy for us."

The team opened with a home meet
against NQrwalk Dec. 11, a team Coach
Sangster says is a "much improved
team and should be tough this year."
(Results were not available at press
time.)

So while things are not perfect for
this year's swimmers, I have a feeling
that the team will come through by cap
turing their third State Championship
of the Class L Division, and give Coach
Sangster his fifth winning season in a
row.

By TODD BURGER

Amaya, Craig To Lead Poolsters

Bill Vernon (no. 8) winds up for a slap shot against a New Canaan
defender in the pucksters opening game. (.photo by Jim Clark)

It's that time of year again. With the
fall sports completed and the weather
getting colder, the sports scene at good
'old DHS moves inside to mark the
beginning of the winter sports.

And one of the places they will move
, inside to is the Darien YMCA, which
houses Mike Sangster's 1973-1974
Class L State Champion swimming
team.

Coach Sangster, starting his fifth
year at the helm of the Wave with two
state championships in those four
preceding years, says that his team
"should make another run at the state
title" this year.

.Graduation claimed eight of last
year's seniors who were an integral
part of the team and as Coach Sangster
put it, "We lost a lot of talent and only
picked up seven sophomores this year."

Co-captains Mike Amaya, who was It's a brand new season for the DHS
the best breast-stroke swimmer in the hoopsters this year and Mr. Richard
state, and Peter Craig, who was third in Percudani, entering his third year as
the state in diving, both were All-State head coach, seems optimistic about the
selections. Both will have their work upcoming season:
cut out for them, as there are only three "From the first practice to now, I
other returning lettermen besides think the team is potentially better
themselves on a team that only has six- than last year's. They perform the fun-
teen members. damentals better and are sounder on

The other three lettermen are Kern offense and defense than last year's
Fredericks, diving, butterfly, and frees- team."
tyle, Scott Kinney, freestyle, and Jim Mr. Percudani is hoping on an im-
Shannon, freestyle. provment oflastyear's dismal record of

Sophomores looking to help the team 3·17, which in itself is misleading as
are Bob Allen, Jack DeVito, Carl they lost a few by close scores, and he
Grimm, Bob Huse, Chris Layton, and has two excellent leaders in co-captains
Pat Murphy. Jeff Fitzpatrick and Jeff Leonard, who

Due to the sparce turnout, Coach will occupy the guard positions on this
Sangster feels that "lack of depth will year's team. Although both are on the
hurt us in dual meets." He continued small side (under 5' ll"),they are both
evaluating the schedule by saying, excellent ball handlers and good offen-
"There are no weak spots on our sive players, and the team will have to
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