
Vouchers
Will it affect DRS?
StaffWriter

Throughout his campaign last year,
President George W. Bush laid a heavy
emphasis on education reform. He be
lieved that major changes had to be made
to the education system of the United
States, and they had to be made quickly.
Now that he is on office, America turns
to President Bush to see what his course
of action in this reform will be.

Since he emerged as the Republi
can candidate for President, Bush has
stressed a policy of accountability, es
pecially in schools. Bush believes that
schools that do not meet the standards
set forth by the government should be
held accountable. To make sure that
these standards are being met, Bush
believes that students should be tested
every year for basic, fundamental skills
that are needed in the real world. He
believes that, once these basic funda
mentals have been achieved, there is a
plateau for growth and continuance of
learning.

But what happens if the majority of
the school does not perform well on
these tests? Should the government
pour more money into a school in which
their children are losing their opportuni
ties for the future, or should that money
be given to the parents so that they can
choose? This is the basis of the debate
over school vouchers. The question at
hand is: should the government put more
money into the Title I schools, or allow
the parents to make decisions about
their children's future for themselves?

Under Bush's plan, schools that do
not meet these requirements will have
three years to make the necessary im
provements, with their current funds. If
after those three years, a school has still
not met these requirements, the govern
ment will begin to give money to the
parents of the school, rather than giv
ing that money directly to the schools.
This way, the parents have a choice with
what they want to do. It may be a char
ter school; another public school or
even just to hire a tutor. At any rate, the
decision will be theirs. If the schools do
improve and begin to meet the govern
ment standards, then there will be re
wards for that improvement. More funds
will be awarded to those schools that
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NONPROFIT
ORG.

U.S. Postage Paid
Darien, Conn.
Permit No. 43

Loss ofEarnhardt Shocks NASCAR
See Pa e 14

Darien High School
80 High School Lane
Darien, CT 06820

.By Bryan Finkel

School

See College on Page 5

March 2001

DDS Power Families
See Pa e 6

college process. The only application
that I'm filling out is for the management
position at McDonald's®." His and
other seniors' motivation seems to have
run out. With a breath of relief, senior
Maggie Hawes said ''I'm in, and I'm
happy."

responded: "Ms. Sorensen makes the
class fun and interesting." Sam Barclay,
a freshman, shares the same sentiment
about the Concert Choir director.
"Shawgo is the bomb-diggity!"

While many prefer a less rigorous
elective to balance out a demanding
schedule, some students, like Jess Fields
and Amy Canzonetti, opt to take on an
additional academic. Every year a hand
ful of sophomores "double-up" in math
courses in order to qualify for Calculus
their senior year. "I am in Algebra II
honors as well as geometry," Jess de
scribed. "It looks good on college ap
plications."

Junior Christian Helies also decided
on a scholarly-oriented elective this se
mester. Admits Christian: "I take learn
ing center because I need extra help on
my homework.. .1 play football."

Whether it's the teacher, the kids,
the general interest, or simply "having
no other choice," DHS students man
age to survive the stressful commotion
of choosing elective that are right for
them. And this semester is no different.

Ke ey Grammar Wanted 16 Minot
e Pa e 10

comfortable with his college endeavors.
"Do online applications or common ap
plications," he added.

"Boooooring!" was the sole word
out of Senior Stephen Grambling's
mouth.

Senior Jeff Montero said "Applica
tions are a waste of time, as is the whole

Henry Homes of the class: "I took con
cert choir to be with friends."

True, part of the appeal of electives
is the social aspect that isn't necessar
ily permitted in academics. Many
classes aren't structured around home
work or quizzes; they include an abun
dance of activities and hands-on
projects. Ceramics has traditionally been
a high school favorite.

Tom Kelly, a junior, has taken ce
ramics for the third year running. Unlike
most peers who register for this class
because of its reputation as being
"easy," Tom enjoys ceramics for the per
sonal solitude it provides him with. "I
like lelll]ling something that will give me
peace and happiness in this crazy, hec
tic life that I live." Junior Jenny Scott
agrees. "Ceramics is the best dam class
there is!"

An important factor that influences
a decision on which elective to take is
the teacher who resides over the class.
Junior Regan Walsh is endeavoring in
her second semester of Creative Writ
ing. When asked why she chose it, she
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Seniors don't have to worry about
applications anymore. Instead, they
have advice to shed unto their minors
so that next year's application process
might proceed a little more smootWy:

"Recruiting visits are fun. The guys
really show you the ropes," said senior
Spencer Lippman, who seemed relatively

Every year, millions of American
teenagers submit applications to several
of the thousands of universities
throughout the country. This process
is tedious and nerve-wracking. It re
quires hours of monotonous bubbling
in of personal information, making phone
calls, and listing extracurricular activi
ties. After four or five applications, stu
dents refuse to write new essays, and
instead, they alter the name of the col
lege in one of their old essays. Some
would describe the process as frustrat
ing, while others relish the competitive
ness of college admission. The feeling
at Darien High School is best echoed by
senior Julie Maguire, who says "I hate
it."

Senior Editor
.By Erik Ramos

Contributing Writer

As the second semester gets un
derway, students find themselves with
new schedules, new gym classes, and,
very often, new electives to indulge in.
The broad variety of these co
curriculars, ranging from Latin to pho
tography, causes many classmates to
storm the guidance office or to devour
the DHS handbook in search of the per
fect course. So how does one decide?

When picked wisely, an elective can
be the most rewarding part of your
schedule, as junior Jessica McNeli ex
plains. "[Concert Choir] is a relaxer in
the day, a loose environment, where you
know the class will always be involved
in something you love, because you
have obvious interest in it. It's not forced
upon you."

Concert Choir, a class combining
music theory with the performances of
songs selected by director Keith
Shawgo, is a popular choice among stu
dents of all grades. Says sophomore

Electives, Electives, Electives
.By Libby Golden

Four more years
Exploring the College Application Process
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"I think mo t teachers do but
m ofthemju ta umeyou r t

m r tupid than u r ally are
and act like they don't think y u
kn w what you r talking
about.' - Schuyler Sokolow. 11

war is hert? at home, and to quote
Rage Against the Machine's, Zack
de la Rocha, "the frontline is every
where." Of course, perhaps we are
overreacting a bit, getting swept up
in the exciting tide ofhysteria. As
Mr. Hall said in a letter to DHS par
ents, "what in the past would have
been dismissed as immature, ado
lescent behavior was, in the wake
of recent school tragedies, trans
formed through rumor and hearsay
into a troublesome situation."

Still, we can no longer paint
school violence as an inner city
problem. The major incidents seen
in the news have all happened in
places where "things like this just
don't happen." But we must trust
the executive administration, trust in
the information they have given us,
that neither ofthe two "hit lists" ex
isted, that the threat ofintended vio
lence at the all-school assembly was
false.

From this we have learned that
our society has become so depen
dent upon information that rumor
can pass as easily as fact, and thus
has become more dangerous.
Though the Internet can be a pow
etful research and information-gath
ering tool, used improperly, it can
cause mass alarm and hysteria, of
ten

goes unfounded. We need to
work together to be sure miscom
munication does not escalate to hys
teria again and remember to think
twice before believing everything
we read. As Mr. Hall put it, "We
are currently living through difficult
times. More than ever, parents, stu
dents, and the school must continue.
to communicate effectively and in a.
timely manner. Please be assured
that the administration, faculty and
staffwill continue to maintain an or·
derly and safe school for all stu
dents."

OVING
EPORTE

'I don't think teach give . tu
den the re pe t that they e peet
u to give them.
-Katrina Munro Ii

monplace in inner city schools,
mass-casualty school violence is the
newest insanitiy to come out of the
Internet age. However, it is an ex
clusively American problem, per
haps a result of our easy access to
guns.

But think about it, kids have
been picked on since the beginning
oftime. Why now has mass school
violence occurred? Now that physi
cal harassmenthas been pretty much
outlawed, verbal abuse has become
the norm and has become hair
raisingly vicious. We thought we had
a hard time in middle school, listen
to the middle schoolers, even the
elementary schoolers, we lifeguard
and are camp counselors to during
the stpnrners. Competition is fierce,
and ifit isn't on the playing field, it's
in social status, and it's starting ear
lier and earlier, from the second
graders dressing up as Britney
Spears on Halloween to the increase
in adolescent male eating disorders.

Could the old gray-haired poli
ticians who want to install V-chips
in American televisions to regulate
violence and sexual content ofpro
grams be hitting the nerve? The only
prevention one seems to think of
besides promoting more communi
cation and tolerance, short ofman
dating teaching the lessons of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in schools, is
enactingharshergun control laws and
inflicting stiffer penalties on school
shooters. In addition however, the
wake ofthe Santee California shoot
ing' the news media has taken a more
proactive role by criticizing school
shooters and holding televised fo
rums looking for ways to prevent in
cidents in the future. 24-hour cov
erage seems to have taken a tum for
the better.

Hate certainly lives on though,
but is it inherent in our society? The

Do you think teachers give students enough respect?

It started in rural areas, spread
across the nation, and struck at two
ofNew Canaan's schools. Now the
impact ofschool violence has finally
stirred up hysteria here at Darien
High School. What has the Ameri
can public education system come
to? Are our corridors, cafeterias,
and libraries no better than the streets
ofdrug dealer and gang infested ur
ban ghettos? Would America's chil
dren be safer staying at home to be
educated? Ofcourse not but in times
such as these, the hysteria has got
ten so out ofhand thatitis conceiv
able. In the wake of alleged events
at DHS, the rumor mill even spun
police squads to search students'
houses on hearsay instead of hard
evidence, wasting valuable man
power and resources. Even if we
were 'justkidding," there is no more
"joking" allowed when it comes to
harming another person.

But what is the real issue here?
Why, in the 1990's, have students
taken up arms, not in the face of an
oppressive government, not to rid
the world of tyranny, or even de
fend democracy, but to harm one
another other for no apparent rea
son. Some people kill for power,
others for money, still others because
somebody else has something they
want. But what do these young
Americans, not yet adults, kill for?
What is their reason? We have tried
to apply rational logic to explain a
situation that is for all intent and pur
poses, illogical and irrational. The
only answer sociologists seem to
have proposed is these "mass mur
~erers, the wholesale slaughter,
lake-a-gun-and-see-how-many
~ou can-kill killers," as one Nash
iville-based columnist Tim Wise put
it, must have been bullied. No, in
stead of the eye-for-an-eye mental
hy of gang violence seen as com-
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The World According to "raMOSES" : The Bathroom
• By Erik Ramos
Senior Editor

During the course of every school
day, I often get flustered. Whether it be
due to a difficult test or due to too little
sleep the night before, I always manage
to be unhappy at some point during the
school day. Earlier this year, there was
somewhere that I could go to release my
frustration and feel at peace. When I
was in this special place-the E-wing
bathroom-nothing could phase me.
The toilet paper was always soft; the
floor was occasionally clean; never were
there too many people in the bathroom;
and yes, the E-wing bathroom was one
of the few that actually had a mirror. This
was a mental haven of tranquility.

Then, one gloomy day some
months back, some soul(s) were brave
enough to elevate the already elevated
E-wing bathroom to a godly status by
painting the walls with quotes and col
ors galore. I thought to myself, "Great,
now I can be entertained while I'm... "
and I was-for the entire 3 days that the
bathroom stayed open. Disrespectful is
what the administration called the art
work. I countered that it was beautiful.

For 3 whole days, there was a con
stant murmur in the hallways about how

awesome the E-wing bathroom was.
Other adjectives used to describe it in
cluded phat, dope, pirnpin, crunked-out,
fly, silent, sweet, bodacious, and

gnarley. Anyway, this awesome bath
room was getting use like never before.
In fact, I would camp out by the water
fountain during common time and watch
anywhere from 20 to 2,000 kids enter and
exit the bathroom-most of whom were
repeat users during that period of time.
Uninformed observers blamed it on min-

iature bladders. I was witnessing the
lure of the 8th Wonder of the World.

At the conclusion of the 3rd day, after
what had seemed like eternal ecstasy, I
visited heaven-on-earth for my last relief
before the long weekend. Let me tell you,
while approaching the bathroom door, I
cringed at the thought of 2 days without
the most pleasant bathroom ever. And,
you know what? I had to run to the bath
room to soak up the deluge oftears stream
ing down my face. My wet hands-both
of them-turned the doorknob and en
countered unexpected resistance. I turned
the door the other way and found no knew
luck. "Why me!?!?!" I cried out, desper
ately. "Whyyyyy me? God, what have I
done do deserve this? Whyyy ...."

I didn't sleep that entire night. How
could I have? Instead, I visited several
locksmiths, ofwhich I could provide none
with enough information for a working key
to the door. I bought Downy® paper tow
els and an assortment of paints for my
bathroom at home, in an attempt to repro
duce the real thing; didn't work. I even
raised my hand at breakfast the next morn
ing and asked my mom ifI could go to the
bathroom, thinking that maybe the strict
school environment was what gave the E
wing bathroom its magic-nope. It was

the biggest loss of my life.
What do I have to live for? I mean

really! The cafeteria has ketchup caked
onto the floor, hoodlums who can't resist
spreading lipstick on the tables, and a
dearth of edible food. I wouldn't think it
unreasonable to petition the administra
tion for passes to go home in order to use
the bathroom. There really is no other
option for living, breathing human beings.
"What about the gym's bathroom?" you
ask. It smells of boot. 'Then what about
the bathroom in the intersection? There's
nothing wrong with that one... " Yeah,
except for the fact that people urinate into
the hand-washing fountain! I've even
ventured into the faculty bathrooms once
or twice before. I'm surprised that these
pathetic cells don't infuriate teachers as
much as they did me. I even found my
self gripping the bars covering the
pseudo-windows and yelling
"Alcatraz!! !"

Believe me, there's nothing I hate
more than a chronic complainer, but I
can't stand the fact that there isn't a
pleasant cranny in the school. If $73
million does nothing else, I hope it
brings happiness to the halls of Darien
High School.

Sruggling to Survive Through the Desert of March

StajJWriter
.By Paul Carley
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crawling through the Gobi desert, there's official holiday, they have failed. Instead strongest of the student body will be
no water or refuge anywhere," he said. of a day off, we get a spirit day and a reduced to pathetic shells of their former

The lack of vacation in March chance to wear green. You'd think that selves; the pain will just be too much.
stems from a few problems. Two years a man who drove all of the snakes out of The intersection will be blocked off by

March is a month like no other. ago the Board of Ed substituted the va- Ireland could get a little respect, but boys weeping and moaning for their
March is the only month during the cations in February and April with one unfortunately, that just isn't the case. mothers.
school year that has absolutely no va- week of vacation of March. Pandemo- School is a stressful place; students Instead of mental health days, stu-
cation days. None. Zip. Zilch. Zero. nium ensued as parents wondered how are crushed daily by the expectations of dents will take mental health weeks.
Students face the bleak prospect of week they could fit in a skiing vacation and a themselves, their parents, and their After returning from their break they will
after week of school with only the week- trip to the Caribbean in one week. The teachers. Without a break, things could feel revived, and ready to go. It will only
ends separating the interminable Hell idea was very unpopular and has not get ugly, really ugly. In a regular situa- take a few periods before they are de-
that is the month of March. been used since. tion hysterical girls run through the hall- pressed by the month of March and join

There are weeks of vacations in The other reason why there are no way screaming about tests, boys, or the wailing masses in the intersection.
both February and April, but nothing in vacation days in March is that there are anything else that is going on. This will It would be irrational to blame any
March. Jack Sousa, a well-respected no "official" holidays. Although the be nothing compared to what is coriung. one for this. It's probably just a horrible
senior, is one of the many concerned stu- vocal Irish-American population of DHS During the month of March we will see. coincidence that no one has control
dents. "Getting through March is like has lobbied to make St. Patrick's Dayan extreme situations. The biggest and See March on Page 4.....----..;;;"",..-..;;;"",..-------------_....::..._--- -------~~----
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A Storm of Propaganda, Not Snow, Swarms Darien
• By Julia Gibney
StaffWriter

Sensi6iCities
ean4CesJ Gifts & More

Sunday, March 4,2001 started out
like any other late winter day. It was
cold, slightly windy, and basically
nothing was happening. Out of no
where, TV news channels began show
ing that a "huge snowstorm" would
be headed our way, a nor' easter.

The news media loved it. Since
there have been almost no other large
stories recently, television, radio, and
even newspapers needed a way to at
tract customers, and hold their atten
tion. They found it in the so-called
"March Blast", what some stations
called potentially the biggest storm of
the past 50 years. And people ate it
up, some calling their friends and fam-

March
Contif/lled from page
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ily to warn them, others simply want
ing to gossip about the impending di
saster.

TV weathermen stood in front of
maps that showed large amounts of
snow moving toward the area, and an
nounced that there would be "more at
ten o'clock." People were advised to
stock up on supplies, and it was made
to look as if the world would stop for
at least several days.

The fact is, it almost did. So many
people panicked at the news that soon
supermarkets were running out of
canned food, bottled water, candles,
matches, and kerosene. Stores were
packed with anxious customers trying
to get home with their supplies before
the huge storm hit.

The Governor of Connecticut,
John G. Rowland, went on televi

sion and announced that there would
be no school in the entire state of Con
necticut the following day. He also de
clared that large commercial trucks
were not to use highways to prevent
major accidents.

So what actually happened? Was
the entire Northeast buried under five,
or even three feet of snow? The an
swer is no. On Monday morning,
March 5, only about two inches had

fallen, and by sundown the next day
about four more inches were on the
ground. By then, two days of school
had been cancelled, companies were
forced to close, and truckers had been
stranded throughout the highways of
Connecticut.

It may seem that those things
weren't actually so bad, and that we
may have been better safe than sorry.
However, on Monday and Tuesday,
only rain really fell, and the roads were
clear. Buses could have easily maneu
vered on the clear, wet streets. Instead,
two days of school were lost. While
the last day of school has simply been
changed from June 11thto June 13lh

, AP
exams have not been rescheduled; so
many AP students have lost two whole
days of preparation for these difficult
and important tests.

Many local companies also lost
money on those two days. Palmer's Su
permarket, for example, ran out of pro
duce and could not receive any new
shipments because trucks were not al
lowed to move. In effect, many stores
had been virtually cleaned out by pan
icked customers that there was almost
nothing left for those who hadn't
stocked up on Sunday.

After all this panic, inconve-

nience, and chaos, what happened?
Fairfield County received so little
snow (in addition to lots of rain) that
any accumulation was almost com
pletely gone by the following Satur
day. Productivity halted completely for
more than two days.

So who is to blame? The National
Weather Service, for issuing such an
extreme warning? No, that's their job.
Are politicians to blame for using the
storm to make themselves seem cau
tious and concerned about safety? No,
they too were attempting to do the right
thing. The media, for obsessing over
what was simply another winter storm
and spreading panic? Maybe, but
that's not all there is to it. Are we to
blame to for watching newscasters and
accepting their word as truth? Not re
ally.

So who, you might ask, is to
blame? Everyone listed above. Al
though the media could be accused of
distorting the facts and blowing things
out of proportion, the fact the remains
that people can choose not to pay at
tention. Weather forecasts are only on
target about 30% of the time anyway.

Birtlill6y Gifts Te«Iiers Gifts

Grlllliuztion Gifts

1fl6 Post Road - Darien, cr 06820 (203) 656-3717

The Class of 2001 Graduation Party is coming

s!ake this a terrific night for our g

ATTENTION PARENTS OF SENIORS!!

Don't forget to send in your donations ASAP to:
Nancy Merritt

I Edgerton Court
Darien, CT 06820
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StaffWriter
From March 7 to 11, the DHS con

cert band and jazz band pelformed in
Disney World in Orlando, Florida, on a
trip that was both exciting and educa
tional. On the eighth, the concert band
performed at Epcot, playing a variety of
popular tunes including works by the
Beatles and a medley of famous Disney
tunes. The jazz band performed new and
classic Spanish tunes the following day
in the Starlight Cafe, located in the cen
ter of the Magic Kingdom. Both perfor
mances were considered a great success,
the many months ofpractice having paid
off.

The members of the concert band
also played in a two-hour workshop in
which they learned to play several
Disney soundtracks in time with 'their
corresponding video footage. Despite.
the program's limited time, band mem
bers did a fine job and learned skills and
techniques from the experience.

This is not to say that the trip was
purely educational. Band members vis
ited Epcot, MGM Studios, the Magic
Kingdom, and even got to eat at the fa
mous Planet Hollywood on the trip.
Space Mountain, the Aerosmith coaster,
and the Tower ofTerror were among the
trip's most popular daily rides. A good
time was had by all.

Ironically, the only problems en
countered 0 .. the trip were on the trip
back to Connecticut. Take-off for the
return flight was delayed an hour, and
the flight was later forced to circle for
half an hour over Baltimore before re
ceiving clearance for landing. Once back
in Connecticut, the band's rented van
broke down on the highway, The band
members fought through it all, however,
and finally arrived home at a late but re
spectable 1:30 A.M.

All in all, it was a fun and educa
tional trip for the members of the con
cert and jazz bands, and it gave them a
chance to perform pieces which had gone
through months of practice. The band
looks forward to its next trip in 2003.

Band Plays
Disney
World
.By Patrick Fulton

half of the U.S. is harder and older than
the rock in western areas, and could
transmit energy efficiently over great
distances, making eastern earthquakes
affect larger areas. One such quake oc
curred in 1944 and was centered under
Massena, New York. This particular
quake was felt from Canada to Mary
land, and as far west as Indiana. In 1811,
one of the largest quakes to ever occur
in North America was felt from Quebec
City, Canada to the Gulf Coast and as far
west as the Rocky Mountains. Damage
was most extensive in the mid to north
eastern U.S.

With such evidence pointing to
wards the possibility of a major earth
quake in the eastern U.S., just what is
being done about it? Earthquake build
ing codes have been adopted in New
York City, but only for the newest build
ings, and even then, only in preparation
for a maximum 5.5 quake. Even the city's
skyscrapers are at risk, having been built
on soft soil, which greatly amplifies
ground-shaking. It seems that progress
is slow and little earthquake preparation
has been made in the eastern United
States.

While seismologists are constantly
learning more about earthquakes and
plate activity, there is still no way to pre
dict them, and there probably never will
be. Every quake that occurs in this C0U11

try, or the world for that matter, is a con
stant reminder that a quake could strike
at any time, and virtually anywhere. As
far as we know, the next one could hap
pen to us.
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Whole lot of shakin'
Can earthquakes happen here?
.By Patrick Fulton
StaffWriter

The earthquake that struck Seattle
on February 28th left over $1 billion
worth ofdamage in its wake. Bricks were
sent crashing to the ground, roads split
and cracked, and over 17,000 electricity
customers were left without power. The
quake registered a dangerous 6.8 on the
Richter Scale, making it a large enough
earthquake to cause serious damage.

While such quakes are usually as
sociated with the West Coast, they have
been known to strike as far east as New
York City. New York City's largest re
corded earthquake occurred in 1884. It
registered 6.0 on the Richter Scale and
toppled chimneys, shattered windows,
and caused mass panic throughout the
city. Four quakes of magnitudes 5 to 5.7
have occulTed since the quake of 1884,
and earthquakes as high as 7.0 have
been known to strike elsewhere on the
east coast.

While the possibility of another
deadly quake occurring in the New York
area is slim, it cannot be ruled out. An
earthquake of disastrous proportions
could one day occur light on Dalien's
doorstep. A magnitude 5 quake is likely
to strike the metropolitan area every
hundred years, which, according to
Klaus Jacob, senior research scientist
at Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory,
"could cause $1 billion in damage
and... loss of life." With minor tremors
felt in New York City in past months,
there is growing concern among seis
mologists. The rock under the eastern



Piantadosi Pandemonium------------
and she came over and saw that I was
copying and I got in trouble. Alex is such
a tattletale." Alex's take on what happened
is a bit different from Drew's.

"We were watching a movie and I
thought we had to take notes and I saw
Drew writing and asked him what he was
doing and before I knew it the teacher was
beside him looking at his paper. If I had
known he was copying homework I
wouldn't have said anything. I am not a
tattletale," said Alex. Math is really the
only class Drew and Alex are higWy com
petitive in. Other than the homeworkinci
dent in Spanish, Drew and Alex play fair
when it comes to their schoolwork.

One hobby that all the Piantidosis
share is that they love to play sports. In
the fall, Alex plays field hockey, and Drew
and Beth play soccer. In the winter, Alex
and Drew are on the track team, and in the
spring, Alex and Beth play lacrosse, and
Drew is trying out for the baseball team.

''I'm looking forward to lacrosse be
cause Alex and I will be playing the same
sport together. It will be fun." Said Beth.
Of course Alex will be on the freshmen
team and Beth will be on varsity, but for
tryouts all three teams will practice to
gether.

With siblings, there are always con
flicts and disagreements that occur. One
such incident occurred over clothing. Alex,
Drew and Beth all share clothes. "Occa
sionally I'll borrow someone's vest, but
other than that I wear my own clothes,"
said Drew.

One day Alex borrowed Beth's white
turtleneck sweater from 1.Crew to wear to
school. "It was my favorite sweater and
she spilled something all over it and stained
it," Beth said as she looked back on the
terrible day in which she stared in horror
at the huge brown stain on her sweater.
"They don't even make them anymore. I
couldn't wear the sweater for months."

Alex cringes a little at the mention

Continued on page 7

GPA."
Drew and Alex are both honor roll

students who have very similar GPAs,
which is responsible for their competitive
ness. Sometimes it causes one of them to
try and get the other one in academic
trouble. "In Spanish class I was copying
someone's homework while we were
watching a movie and Alex looked over at
me and said, 'Drew, what is that?' rather
loudly and it got the attention of the teacher

Mrs. Schmidt, concert choir with Mr.
Shawgo, freshmen study hall, and math
with Dr. Bellows.

"Math is an interesting class because
Dr. Bellows always compares Alex and me
to each other," says Drew who at the time
of the interview has a lower grade in math
than Alex. "Dr. Bellows always tells me
what my sister got on a test and how many
points she beat me by. But we are com
petitive in math so I'm determined to get a
better grade than her so I will have a higher

March 2001 6

to her own defense, claiming she does not
take forever to get ready. Beth then looks
to Drew for support. "Drew, don't you
think Alex takes the longest to get ready
in the morning?" Drew nods just to em
barrass Alex, who continues to plead her
case. Alex claims she is always ready on
time, but Beth and Drew do not agree.

Once at school Drew and Alex still
can't get rid of each other because they
have four classes together. Spanish with

so they don't have to fight over one. Drew
takes a quick shower because he likes to
watch Sportscenter in the morning. They
never have time for breakfast; they are too
busy trying to make it to school on time.
"Drew and Alex have gotten quite a few
tardies this year," says Beth, who has been
pulled out ofclass by Mrs. Russo because
of it. "Mrs. Russo has asked me to try to
get Drew and Alex to school on time. I
can't help it if Alex takes forever to get
ready in the morning." Alex quickly comes

ea u e
Opinion Editor

• By Andy Mattison

As an aspiring journalist I felt it was
time there was some investigative report
ing in the paper. This article is going to
investigate siblings that attend Darien
High School. Unfortunately, there is not
enough room in the paper for all the sib
lings that attend the high school, so I had
to pick just one set. There are many sib
lings to choose from at DHS. The Petrones,
the Brigantis, and the Canzonettis are just
a few of the many siblings that loom in the
hallways every day at school. Most sib
lings are only a pair so I felt I needed to
dig deeper and try to find three siblings
that went to the high school. Upon con
ducting my search I stumbled upon a group
of siblings that was exactly what I was
looking for: the Piantidosis.

The Piantidosi siblings stand out
among the others because there are three
of them instead of just two. Beth, a se
nior, is the oldest of the three siblings.
Drew and Alex are twins, and they are both
freshmen. There are four Piantidosi sib
lings to be exact, Claire being the forth,
but she graduated and is in college. For
one year and one year only, three
Piantidosi siblings will be at the high

. school. Next year Beth will be whisked
away to college, leaving Drew and Alex to
go through their sophomore, junior, and
senior year without an elder sibling to help
guide them. They both agree that it has
been helpful having an older sibling with
them at the high school.

"The morning is the most active time
for us," says Beth, who drives the
Piantidosi mobile to school every morn
ing. "All three of us are never ready to
leave at the same time." The morning be
gins for Drew and Beth at 7:00. Alex gets
up at 6:30. All three of them have their
own showers, which is a blessing for them

Piantidosi Favorites The Kelly-Kelly Connection
Working their way through the

Darien School System, the Kellys have
managed to accomplish a feat not shared
by many. Juniors Brian and Greg, the
oldest of the family, are on a small list of
only a few identical twins who both start
on the Darien Varsity Hockey team.
Commonly referred to as "the American
Dream", these hockey masterminds
grace the ice with their fierce, competi
tive nature and devilish skill. Last year
in their first varsity game against New
Canaan, Brian assisted Greg for the
game-winning goal in Darien's intense
rivalry with its neighbor. Both Kellys
were later quoted as saying, "Big time
players make big time plays in big time
situations."

With an almost paranormal sense,
these two hockey geniuses manage to
glide the puck down the ice with a
Gretzky-like grace and make passes that
are usually seen only in the NHL. This
dynamic duo hopes to lead next year's
DHS hockey team to the state-champi
onship, proving once and for all that they
are a force with whom to be reckoned.
But there is more to this relationship
than the sweet tale of twin athletes sup
porting each other in athletic events.

Whenever Brian or Greg is asked

Continued on page 7

IIBY Simon Hawkins

Over the years, many young people
have passed through the halls of Darien
High School. However, if one stopped
to check out these students, it is appar
ent that an enormous number of these
kids come from the same family. A large
number of students at the high school
have siblings somewhere in the school
system and even a brother or sister right
here at DHS. Every so often a wave of
children from one family appears at the
same school at the same time. This phe
nomenon is one that, as years go by and
student numbers grow, occurs more and
more frequently. Within the next few
years, four and even five kids from one
family may wind up attending the same
school.

At the moment there is a family with
four children in Darien's school system,
three of whom are now at Darien High
School. Some compare them to the
Hulls, one of the greatest Hockey fami
lies to ever pass through the NHL. Oth
ers say that they are the Alomars ofbase
ball. With their excellent DNA, these
three students have taken the school by
stonn, both atWetically and academically.
They are known far and wide as "the
Kellys".

Staff Writer
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The Infamous Leprechaun of St. Patricks' Day
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no way to win when you're dealing
with them.

Leprechaun starring Jennifer
Aniston was an educational and
well-done film. This is a rare example
in popular culture where the true
nature of the leprechauns shone
through. Poor, innocent, and sultry
Jennifer Anison was harassed by
leprechauns, and her life was in dan
ger. Even she outsmarts the Lepre
chaun, which is tough to believe, and
she manages to go on with her life.
Leprechauns are nasty, and killing'
actresses as talented as Jennifer
Aniston means nothing to them.

This image was tainted later. The
success of Leprechaun led to many
sequels that didn't compare to the
original. Leprechaun in the Hood
was made starring Ice-T, which
doomed the movie from the begin
ning. The movie ended with the Lep
rechaun rapping, and those in the
audience crying. There was also
Leprechaun in Space. Leprechauns
and space travel don't mix. EVER!
There was no excuse for these mov
ies to be made. They tainted the
image of leprechauns. Once again
that cute little guy from Lucky
Charms was the most recognizable
leprechaun, and the deception of the
American public continued.

I don't want to create hysteria.
I don't want people staying up at
night wondering about mono-col
ored midgets with Irish accents that
are going to come after them. I want
people to be aware though. There's
nothing more dangerous than igno
rance. So go out and read a book.
Rent Leprechaun, the original
please. If you look hard enough, the
truth is out there.

causes trouble, the leprechaun.
The contemporary idea of the

leprechaun has been distorted. Kids
turn on the television and see ads
for Lucky Charms and think that lep
rechauns are warm and cuddly. Noth
ing could be further from the truth.
These are evil creatures with mo
tives that normal humans can't un
derstand. There is mass confusion
at Darien High School on this point.
"I love them," said sophomore Abbie
Sauter. Where has this girl been?
Has she learned anything in these
hallowed halls of academic wealth
and glory? Maybe the school sys
tem should take some time concen
trating on vital life information.
There are years of sex education and
drug education, but we need to know
more about leprechauns! The qua
dratic equation can't kill you ~ the
number of chambers in an amphib
ian heart is so trivial when compared
to ignorance about the nature of lep-'
rechauns.

Leprechauns are tiny creatures,
which is one reason they can't be
trusted, just like toy poodles, cats,
and Russian gymnasts. I'm scared
of anything that's full grown and
still under four feet, especially if it's
decked out in all green. Also, like
some citizens of Darien, leprechauns
hoard gold. This wealth has cor
rupted them over the ages. They
won't let anyone get to their gold.
They constantly play tricks on the
misguided fools who attempt to find
their stash.

The real trouble starts once you
actually do find the pot of gold. Leg
end has it that they must grant you
three wishes, but the leprechauns are
masters of deceit and trickery. You'll
wish to be married to a beautiful
woman, and you will be but then
you'll find out she's cheating on you
and is hiring her lover to kill you.
You'll wish that you're the richest
man in the world, but once you get it
you'll find that your money's in a
trust fund that you can't touch until
you reach the age of 138. There's

3- Ifyour connections fail, check
out local bulletin boards or the Jobs Of
fice at DHS. Bulletin Boards, such as
the one in the Donut Inn, are hung up in
shops around town with numbers, names
and plenty of available jobs. The women
at the Jobs Office can also assist in find
ing some local jobs that might suit you.

4- The local papers, such as The
Darien Times, The Darien News Review,
and The Advocate, contain lists of
classifieds, which you can skim through
for jobs. Most of the ads are for childcare
and housework so be sure to read the
fine print before taking on ajob that might
be too difficult. Always remember that
before accepting ajob, it's key to inves
tigate the pro's and con's beforehand.

5- Ifyou're stiIIjobless, don't for
get about the Internet. Sites such as
Monsterboard.com post hundreds of
jobs, mostly full time, but you never
know.

Regardless of where you search,
looking for ajob before summer will pay
off in the end. Good luck and happy
hunting!

Staff Writer
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St. Patrick's Day is just around
the corner and I'm starting to get into
the spirit. I've got my green sweater
and pants laid out and ready to go,
and I have a stock of green bagels
that I plan to eat. I also got some of
that green dye you spray into your
hair. I'm going to color all my drinks
green before I have them. These are
all fun commercial ways of celebrat
ing the holiday. Underneath all this
emerald goodness, however, there is
something darker and more ominous
lurking. Something that comes out
around this time of your and only

• By Paul Carley

As winter passes us and we begin
to take out the baseball bats, track shoes,
and lacrosse sticks for spring sports,
don't forget it's also time to start think
ing about that dreaded summer job.

Many teens like to begin summer
by tanning at the pool and relaxing after
a year of hard work. However, by that
time, most available jobs are filled and
by the end of the summer, teens are not
only jobless, but also broke.

Before you begin your search here
are a few things to keep in mind:

1- Think about how you would
like to spend ten weeks of your summer
vacation. Would you rather be finger
painting or house painting? Would you
rather be taking orders or taking mes
sages? Making a list of your hobbies
and interests can be useful as well.

2- Tap into who you know. Talk
ing to family, friends, and neighbors
might score you ajob or connections to
people who are looking for someone.

StaffWriter

How to Find a Summer Job
.yKaitlin Blankemeier
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The XFL: A First-hand accout of the NYINJ Hitmen
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crowd was swearing at the players,
and cheering only for the cheerlead
ers. Some of the chants that were
made cannot be repeated for obvi
ous reasons. The majority of cheers,
though, were along the line of "Till
man S*cks," or "Puler-i S*cks" or
"[name of any player or coach or ref
eree] S*cks." Another crowd favor
ite was "A**-hole."

I can't say that the XFL was nec
essarily an enjoyable experience, or
one that I will look forward to next
week, but it was an experience, none
theless. The football is mediocre,
and unfortunately, the cheerleaders
are nothing to cheer about. But, the
fans are enthusiastic, and the crowd
erupts with laughter and boisterous
comments quite often. They truly
did want to have a good time, in
spite of the six-degree weather. If
you are one of those people that is
on the brink of deciding whether to
go or not, I have one thing to say to
you, "It is cold. I mean really cold."
It starts in your toes, then works its
way up your legs. until it creeps into
your spine. Then, with that last
glimpse of setting sun, it hits you
completely. If you're not comatose,
and you haven't yet left the stadium,
you just might become an XFL Fan
even if "Rus-ty S*cks."

pleasantly surprised when they re
vealed even more than he was ex
pecting to see.

When I first heard about the
XFL, I figured that the audience
would be die-hard GiantslJets fans
who just didn't have the wherewithal
to get tickets. There would also be
those somewhat intrigued with the
idea of extreme football, a category I
found myself in. When I stepped
into the immense stadium and looked
at the crowd of 37,000, I would soon
discover that the majority of fans
were neither. From seat to seat,
WWF fans filled the arena. The

ers take off their coats." He waswedges in hand filled the parking lot.
Tony and Junior laughed and drank
their beer. The occasion football flew
overhead. At any moment, I was ex
pecting a small, squirrelly man
named Sonny to tap me on the shoul
der to ask if I wanted to place a bet.
At one point an argument broke out
over who would receive the honor
ary first cheese steak and it looked
as if a show down would break out
between these flabby overweight
tailgaters.

Other than the Goodfella
wannabes, one thing was truly odd.
For a team that had its first game
only one weak ago and hadn't yet
one win in its franchise history, there
certainly was an overwhelming
amount of enthusiasm and support
for these Hitmen. Blue face paint
coveted fan's cheeks, and heads
were shaved displaying the letter
"H." Even Hitmen jerseys were
prevalent, despite the fact that most
people couldn't name a single player
on the team. When asked who his
favorite player was, one man an
swered, "Uh ... I like them all." This
was a clear indication of the fan's
lack of knowledge about the actual
team. Another man honestly admit
ted that he only came to see the
cheerleaders and later protested,
"I'm not leaving until the cheerlead-

Staff Writer
.By Simon Hawkins

Just when you thought the foot
ball season was over, there now
arises a new brand of football, known
as the XFL (Extreme Football
League). Created and run by Vince
McMahon, the P. T. Barnum of the
World Wrestling Federation,
McMahon openly states that, "This
league isn't for pansies." When
questioned by one reporter as to
what a pansy was, McMahon ex
claimed, "I think I'm looking at one
right now."

To better understand this world
in which brutality is rewarded and
broken bones are common, I decided
to purchase season tickets to the
XFL's New York/New Jersey team,
the Hitmen. I figured that I could
use my keen investigative reporting
skills to uncover the reality behind
the hype of this new league. Little
did I know what lay ahead? I would
step into a reality far different than
anything that I had ever witnessed
before.

Arriving early to the four o'clock
game, I was immediately surrounded
by a group of people that looked as
if they had been doing guest spots
on The Sopranos. Gold-chained
beefy guys in leather, sausage

En ertainment

Napster: It's not going away without a fight
_By Drew Lydecker

Staff Writer

On Wednesday May 3, 2000,
Metallica drummer Lars Ulrich un
loaded 13 boxes from his van in front
of the San Mateo, California head
quarters of Napster, a software com
pany which allows you trade MP3's
with other users. These 13 boxes
contained over 300,000 names of
Napster users alleged to have pi
rated Metallica's music. Through
this delivery, the heavy metal band
was pressing Napster to block those
users who were named. And Napster
did block some users, many of which
got back on under different screen
names.

Metal band Metallica, rapper Dr.
Dre, and the Recording Industry As
sociation of America have sued
Napster for copyright infringement.
On May 5 of 2000, Napster lost the
first round of court hearings brought
on by the RIAA. Since that fateful
day, there have been a string of court
cases and appeals, all of which have
been ruled against Napster.

Dr. Dre followed in Metallica's
footsteps and delivered over
239,612 user names of people
charged with infringement of Dr.
Dre's copyrights. Dre wished that
Napster would delete the songs of
his that are being traded, but not to
ban the users. Thinking that this
was a good idea, Metallica asked
that the same thing be done for their
songs. However, a spokesperson for
Napster told Reuters,"Napster is
able to respond by disabling users

but not by excluding particular
songs or artists."

Contrary to Dr. Dre and
Metallica are Limp Bizkit and Public
Enemy. The front men of both Limp
Bizkit and Public Enemy are for
Napster and free Internet music. In
his article in the New York times,
Public Enemy front man Chuck D said
that "by exposing people to music,
companies like Napster are creating

Shawn Fanning. creator of napster

new infrastructure for unknown art
ists to attract an audience ... " This
is what Dr. Dre and Metallica didn't
understand. They didn't care that
through Napster, they might have
been gaining new fans.

Limp Bizkit front man Fred Durst
addressed this saying, "We could
care less about the older

generation's need to do business as
usual. We care more about what our
fans want, and our fans want music
on the Internet."

To help promote Napster, Limp
Bizkit headlined a series offree con
certs sponsered by Napster from
July 4 to August 6, 2000 in Chicago,
Minneapolis, Detroit, Boston, New
York, San Francisco, Seattle, and Los
Angeles. During an interview with

MTV News, Fred Durst stated that
"The Internet is something that's
here and it's here to stay. If our fans
are down with it, then we're down
with it. The only people who are
scared are people in the record in
dustry who are used to things going
the old way and they're scared of
change. Who cares? We're going to

give it to you for free, and they're
going to pay for it."

Junior Kate Nareski agreed with
Durst, stating that, "The people su
ing Napster charge to much for the
CDs anyway. They brought it on
themselves." Many other students
at DHS agree with her and think that
Napster should be allowed to con
tinue the way it always has been.

The record industry and the
courts think not. Most recently, one
court formulated a new injunction.
Napster responded by promising the
court that they would block copy
righted material from being down
loaded. On Friday March 2, 2001,
Napster officials unveiled a new
softwear that was developed to fil
ter out certain copyrighted material
and put it to work almost immedi
ately. However, this softwear has a
flaw. It can be overridden. Mis
spellings of a song's or artist's name
and typing in Pig Latin can confuse
the softwear and allow copyrighted
material to be downloaded. For ex
ample, Metallica's "Fade to Black"
cannot be downloaded when spelled
correctly, but if a user spells it "Fade
2 Black" they can download it. As
of Wednesday March 8, Napster is
awaiting a list compiled by the record
industry of songs to be blocked. For
now, Napster still seems to be alive
and well. Even if it dies, there are
alternatives. Gnutella and other pro
grams let users download free
MP3 's. To some, the future of
Napster my not look too bright. But,
only time will tell.
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Eddie Winslow and 15 Minutes: Bill and TOIll'S Take

BillTom

We are left with the thought of if our
media and television are left un
checked, violence will eventually run
wild in our society. While it may not
be a modern masterpiece, 15 minutes
ultimately succeeds in both making
us think and entertaining us. And
isn't that what we go to the movies
for anyway?

Bottom Line: Despite the lack of
a strong cast 15 Minutes gives us a
strong look at our out of control
media while still entertaining most
viewers with action and suspense.

Grade: B+

Hey Eddo!! Eddie Winslow makes a cameo in
15 minutes

is his sidekick, a deranged, yet lov
able Russian man whose love for film
puts him in some surprisingly funny
moments.

While the movie may seem rather
drawn out, the final 30 minutes are
both exciting and moving. While the
car chases and gunfights are hap
pening in one scene the next scene
will have you questioning our media
and our judicial system. Writer and
director John Hertzfeld does a great
job of portraying a media out of con
trol and two killers who benefit from
it.

The movie isn't perfect though.
The plot, while enticing and thought
provoking is a little far fetched at
times. While I know television is vio
lent at times, the idea of a primetime
news program paying 1 millions dol
lars for a videotape of a fellow news
reporter's horrifying death and then
playing it for the whole country to
see is a stretch of the imagination
that many movie goers would not
take. Also, Edward Burns acts almost
robotic at times while he is trying tb

playa cop whom we all can relate to.
After De Niro makes an abrupt de
parture from the film, we are left with
a slew of B movie actors who seem
ingly try their best to ruin a movie
with a great premise.

While this movies may not have
been the best acted film (excluding,
of course, De Niro), it does serve up
action and excitement, and makes
even the most ignorant movie goers
reflect on our ever changing media
and our love for reality television.

mances. But it's not only Robert De
Niro's acting that makes 15 Minutes
a good movie. The movie ultimately
succeeds in driving home a message
about our out of control, reality vio
lence based media.

Representing the media is news
reporter Robert Hawkins played by
Kelsey Grammer. Grammer's charac
ter reports for a sleazy television
news program that is a mixture of
Cops and Running Man. Grammer
gives a surprisingly good perfor
mance, especially since his last
movie was the 1996 "comedy", Down
Periscope.

As always, Robert De Niro is true
to form. He's been experimenting
with different types of movies in
cluding last year's hit comedy Meet
the Parents and the not as impres
sive Adventures of Rocky and
Bullwinkle. De Niro comes back to
the action genre and plays the fa
mous street-smart cop and part time
reality based television star, Eddie
Flemming. Even though his support
ing cast can't hold a candle to De
Niro, they seem to act better in
scenes with De Niro in it. It's not
every actor who can make the rest
of his cast seem more believable.

The first half of the movie cen
ters almost entirely around the vil
lains, two Eastern European immi
grants who are warped by the Ameri
can media. Czech actor Karel Roden
plays the lead villain whose plan is
to kill someone famous, videotape
it, and then sell it to a major network.
Once he has his money he plans on
buying the best lawyer he can find
and be acquitted on temporary in
sanity. Unfortunately for our heroes,
De Niro and Burns, his plan works
perfectly. Alongside the lead villain

like Eddie Winslow, dimwitted, but
means well.

Grade:B
Tom's Take:
This month's newest action

drama, 15 Minutes, hit theaters with
a bang, toting not only a talented
cast but also a strong message about
our society. The cast, lead by Holly
wood legend Robert De Niro and ris
ing star Edward Burns sizzle on the
screen as both give great perfor-

Kelsey Grammar: He means business

the movie that detracted from an oth
erwise perfect Eddie Winslow movie.
15 minutes was surprisingly deep and
poignant for an action movie, and ac
tually had the guts to bad mouth the
media. But the main problem is that
this movie is that it tries to be too
many different things. At first it is a
comedy, then a buddy action movie,
then an action movie, than a satire,
then a Silence of the Lambs type
movie, then a romance, then a revenge
movie, and then a preachy American
Beauty type movie. It seemed that
the genre of this film changed every
fifteen minutes. But despite this
rather hectic plot, it kept the pace of
the movie up and going. The movie
had a good and solid message that it
did finally address, but was dragged
down by a rather hokey and standard
ending. .

I feel the only thing that sepa
rates this movie from greatness is that
it lacked tightening and polish. The
director Herzfeld, edited this movie
very well. The hand-held cameras are
not nauseating, and blend well with
the standard ones. As well, most of
the action scenes are well done and
different from the standard fare. The
fire scene is the best since Backdraft.
But the music is sometimes aggravat
ing, and his insisting on a parade of
cameos just adds to the hectic atmo
sphere of the movie. Charlize Theron,
a big actress, is an example of this.
She appears for two minutes, takes
her check, and leaves. There was
some really good material in 15 min
utes, but there was too much of it. The
movie went off on too many tangents,
and often lost its focus. It tried to
say so much about our country, that
it says too much.

Bottom line: This movie is just

on screen. He brought back all those
great memories of other Family Mat
ters characters like Carl, Laura,
Hariette, Stefan Urkel, Mertle Urkel,
L'il Richie, Aunt Rachel, Mother
Winslow, Waldo Geraldo Faldo, the
third daughter that disappeared, and
of course, Steve Urkel. This great
memories caused me such joy that I
did not notice Edward Burns' rather
robotic performance or the plot holes.

There were some problems with

Bill Blabz:
The basic concept of 15 min

Y.1..!N. is an intriguing one. Two kill
ers from Eastern Europe try to ma
nipulate the justice system by vid
eotaping their crimes and then
pleading insanity. Then they would
go to an asylum for a few years, be
released and get rich off the movie
and book rights. 15 minutes tries
to do this through dark satire,
which is established from the very
first scene with the two eastern
Europeans bumbling at an airport.
But their plot does not hatch until
they reach the shores of America,
and they see our culture and judi
cial system. The story is a good
one, and it develops well with good
pacing. The main problem with the
story is that it is divided into two
parts. There is a major plot twist
halfway through the movie, which
is one of the biggest and most un
expected twists I have seen in a long
time, but I can't say it here.

15 minutes of course has Rob
ert De Niro as the "star," but he has
just about as much screen time as
Burns, Roden, and Taktarov. De
Niro is of course as good as always,
but sometimes he seems to be on
autopilot in this movie. It seems
that he has come to a point where
he doesn't even have to try to be a
good actor. But he does have some
tender romantic scenes, and that
old tough De Niro shows his head
for a few scenes in this movie as
well. The rest of the class is a pa
rade of B list movie actors, headed
by Ed Burns. Burns is followed
closely by Kelsey Grammar, Melina
(ugh) Kanakaredes, Roden,
Taktarov, and Avery Brooks. It
even has Eddie Winslow from Fam
ily Matters! The movie jumped up
at least two grades in my book when
Eddie appeared. I don't know his
real name, but it doesn't really mat
ter. As far as I'm concerned, Eddie
stole the show. All two scenes he
was in he were brilliant, and I
wanted to stand up and yell "Hey
Eddo!" in the words of the immor
tal Steve Urkel, every time he was

Two bank robbers arrive in
America from Eastern Europe to col
lect their money. One is a budding
director (Oleg Taktarov) and a vio
lent mastermind (Karel Roden). But
once they immersed in American so
ciety they realize how they can ex
ploit its violent and lucrative na
ture through videotaping their mur
ders. Robert De Niro plays a ce
lebrity cop who is teamed up with a
fire inspector (Edward Burns), to
stop them.

Note: Simon was unable to en
act his duties this month as the
veteran all-star movie reviewer due
to his participation as an adult film
star in Las Vegas. Tom Nissen will
take over Simon's duties for this
month's issue.

_By Bill Grimshaw and Tom Nissen
Staff Writers



The Oscars: Bill, Tom, and Alex take on the Academy

Entertainment March 2001 12

Our Oscar Ooe To: Tro[fk
It may not be a bloodbath lik

ladicltor, but Tmffic wa d p movi
tb. t d all with contemporary i.. ue
od reAlly made y u think bout y

if, and our iety.
Winllt'r: GICldiarar

Our 0 cor Goes To: Julia
Rob rt

Robe g v a iot n perfor
in a movi wb her till rol

Erin Brockovich carried tb whol

WiMt'r-MQT("ia Gay Harden

OUT Oscar Goes To:
Kate Hudson

Hud n 8a e a great performanc
and ingl -handedly tole the movi

he'll 10 e becau. e h i th daugh
t r of tb Great Hollyw d Hu y
G IdieHawn.

JetTBridges-1HE
illemDati • HADO
~

meto ITaro - TRAFFIC
AJbert moey - DR 0 CH

Joaquin PboeniJt • GLADI roR

PPOIRro~G

Judi Den b - CH LAT
Marcia Gay Harden - POLLOCK

Kat Hud on - LMO T fA OU
France cDoamand· AL 0 T

AMOU
Julie alte. - BIlL EWOT

Our 0 carOoc 10

Joaquin P/weni
liciou ly evil, and was

ounlerpart to row' .mus. Hi i
r latively unknown, he probabl

on'twin.
Wuuler- Benicia Del ToTO

Winner- Rus II Crow

Wi,mer: SI \'·11 oclerb rgh
Tmf/k

--~-.....'"'-

ts.

0",

By BiD Grimshaw, Tom Nissen, and
AJexLarsen
StajfWriters

Benicio del Toro. Marcia Gay Harding. Julia Roberts. and Russell Crowe celebrate their oscar
wins in their respective categories.

More midseason TV madness: Replacing the Flops
.By Julia Gibney

StajfWriter

Some of My Best Friends-What
does this sound like: a normal guy, who
happens to be gay, living with his
straight roommate, with a vain, flamboy
ant best friend. Pop-culture references
are in every other sentence. Will &
Grace, right? Wrong. Some of My Best
Friends, CBS' latest comedy doesn't
even try to hide the fact that it is an ob
vious clone hoping to mimic the extraor
dinary success of the NBC sitcom.

The plot revolves around an Ital
ian-American wannabe actor from Brook
lyn, Frankie, (Danny Nucci, Titanic) who
moves into the Manhattan apartment of
Warren, (Jason Bateman) who is gay.
Warren has a best friend, Verne; (Alec
Mapa) who often shows up for sup
posed comic relief.

While this fOlmat has worked be
fore, it doesn't at all here. But the fact
that the show simply isn't funny is not
enough. It actually manages to be some
what offensive. Although its predeces
sor, Will & Grace, cracks gay jokes that
are often hilarious and never mean-spir
ited, Some of My Best Friends can be
downright insulting.

The writers also seem to revel in re
inforcing irritating Italian stereotypes.
For example, the straight, Italian man is
named Frankie. He couldn't simply be
called Frank. 1'm shocked they didn't pick
Tony instead. Frankie is your stereotypi
cal macho man. He constantly experi
ences culture shocks that could be
handled better, and his friends are ridicu
lous as well. In fact, some of the cracks
don't even make sense. One of Frankie's
friends (named Pino, of course) visits
him, looks into the refrigerator, and says,
"Look at all this fairy food," while hold
ing up a bag of figs. Many Italians, even
in New York, actually grow figs for con
sumption.

Most of the show is like this. The
jokes are unfunny, often incorrect, and
downright insulting. Don't waste your
time with a dud like this.

Wednesdays at 8:00, on CBS.
The Lone Gunmen- This extremely

quirky, somewhat pointless X-files spin
off was first advertised during Fox's
major hit, Temptation Island, and it is
actually more entertaining than the dat
ing reality show.

The plot centers around three jour
nalists from the conspiracy theory news
paper, The Lone Gunmen. However, the
plot is not the reason to watch this show.

In short, it is highly entertaining, and
actually very funny, with jokes that are
admittedly lowbrow, and others that are
very clever. Many of the scenes of the
scenes were also incredibly absurd,
such as an interview with Jimmy Bond,
the crazily idealistic coach ofa blind foot
ball team. 'This is America. Everyone
should have the chance to play foot
ball!"

Some viewers may be turned off by
the fact that this show does star three
former characters of The X-Files, but
they shouldn't be. The plot isn't the main
attraction of this series in the frrst place.
The Lone Gunmen is the The X-Files
clownish cousin.

Sundays at 9:00, on Fox.
The Fighting Fitzgeralds- I was

truly prepared to hate this show. I as
sumed that it would be an embarrass
ment to the great Brian Dennehy, one of
the best stage actors around. I believed
it would be nothing but a series of un
funny jokes about the Irish and emo
tionally immature men. Thankfully, I
thought wrong.

This show is a riot. It is one of the
funniest shows of the past several years,
thanks in part to a great ensemble cast
of Brian Dennehy, his three sons, a mar
ried gym teacher, a former stockbroker,

and a bartender. (Justin Louis, John
Patrick Waller, Chris Moynihan.)

The Fighting Fitzgeralds is about
a crusty Irish-American patriarch who
loves his sons despite himself and the
fact that they all live with him. His young
est and smartest son, Patrick, was a
stockbroker, but quit in order to find
"meaningful" work. His father, who is a
retired frreman, who has taken up paint
ing in his spare time, basically spends
the rest of his time trying to fix his sons'
lives against his better judgment.

However, the two characters with
the best lines would have to be the
middle son, Terry, the wisecracking
slacker, as well as Brian. One of the best
moments in the series premiere featured
the middle son in a bar, telling a woman
he'djust met that the man who insulted
him and called him "son" was a crazy
homeless man they all appease.

This show is a real gem. Not only is
it arguably the funniest show on
primetime today, it is appropriate to
watch with the entire family. My own
anti-television parents loved it and con
sider it to be "the only show on TV worth
watching." This is where all of the great
sitcom writers have migrated.

Tuesdays at 8:00, on NBC.
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Spring Sports Preview
-By Paul Carley
StaffWriter

Darien High plans to exert its domi
nance on the rest of the FCIAC once
again this spring. Both Boys and Girls
Lacrosse are primed to go and the base
ball and softball programs are optimis
tic. Golf and Tennis are looking to make
big drives to the postseason. Lastly the
track team has been running ... a lot.

The lacrosse program has enjoyed
a great deal of success recently. Last
year the boy's team won the state cham
pionship. Many key parts of that team
are now gone. Charlie Howe, Chlistian
Garnett, the Zink twins, and Alex Melzer
all graduated. Jimmy and Johnny
Simpson both transferred to another
school. It's a strong program, though,
and these holes will be filled. Seniors
Brian Chacos, Matt Madalon, Peter
Harrington-Howes, and Jeff Russell are
all ready to playa large role for the team.
"We lost a lot of seniors, but we'll do
well this year. I still think we'll have a
good season," said senior captain Peter
Harrington-Howes.

The Girls team won states and
FCIAe's last year. The team has won the
last five state championships. Unfortu
nately, the team lost 11 seniors. There are
only four seniors on the team and only
four returning starters. The girls' lacrosse

program doesn't rebuild they re-load.
"We've lost a lot of good players. This
year there will be a lot of freshmen in key
positions. We're confidet1't that we still
have the ability to win another state cham
pionship to make it six in a row," sad se
nior co-captain Jen Stocker.

Baseball is hoping to rebound from a
disappointing season last year and return
to their rightful spot of greatness in the
FCIAe. Although the team was very tal
ented and experienced last year, they failed
to make the state or FCIAC tournament.
This year returning seniors Billy Shufelt
and Jack Sousa will be captains and hope
to get the program back on track. 'The
baseball team expects much success in the
upcoming year. We lost a lot of players,
but what we lack in experience we make up
for in raw talent. We expect to make the
states and strive for the FCIAC tourna
ment," said Captain Jack Sousa. Coach
Minotti will also bejoining the program as
an assistant, and is sure to bring the inten
sity that he's known for. It will be a young
team relying heavily on thejunior and pos
sibly sophomore classes.

The softball team has returning stars
Cindy Judge, Ryann Price, Ashley
Challinor,KimKoren, andLizzyMiceli. Last
year the team was successful and made
the state tournament. "We've lost a lot of
seniors but hopefully we can fill our key

spots with the people we have," said se
nior captain Ryann Price.

The tennis team is young this year.
Captains Steve Grambling and junior
Simon Hawkins will lead them. There has
been doubt as to whether someone as
young and inexperienced as Simon can
lead the team anywhere, let alone to glory.
He believes otherwise, "We got game,"
said co-captain Simon Hawkins. He later
exclaimed, "I guarantee victory". Last
year's freshman phenomenon Marshall
Wheeler, the team's number one seed, has
left to attend Green's Farms Academy.
Filling the void will be senior Erik Ramos,
who has not played since freshmen year,
but is sure to make a powerful punch, as
long as he can make the team.

The Girls' tennis teams are the re
turning state champs. Last year they had
six seniors and crushed the competition.
This year they don't have as much expe
rience, but the talent is still there. Kyle
Stergas, Mallory Meyer, Emily Banks,
Jane Rees, Dana Anderson, and Libbet
Johnson will be returning to a team that
has lost six seniors. "We should do well
this year. Although we lost a lot of talent
with all the departing players, the talent
coming up looks pretty good. This year
will be harder though, due to the inexperi
ence," said senior Emily Banks.

Andy Mattison has strapped on his

silk knickers and started to prepare for the
oncoming golf season. As the only defi
nite senior on the team he has the respon
sibility of leading a team that has enjoyed
success these last few years. Last year the
team won the East division, came third in
FCIAe's, and second in states. Phil Blair is
going to have to attempt to take over for
his brother John, who graduated and won
a few tournaments last year. Chris Ratley
is also expected to do well if the golf team
is to have success. "We're looking to youth
to try to help us win back our East Division
title. Also I wouldn't be surprised if a few
Freshmen made the varsity team," said Se
nior Captain Andy Mattison.

Girls' Golfwill be returning for the sec
ond season. The team only lost one match
last year and hopes to continue with its
success this year. "Last year we only had
eight girls and we were worried whether
we would have a team or not. This year we
have over 20 girls coming out for the team,
and we're going to have to make cuts,"
said an excited Stevie Kremer.

Spring Sports is starting to get going
and you can feel the excitement in the air.
The participants are getting ready for com
petition and optimistic. The only thing
that's left is for games to start and the stu
dents of Darien High School to attend.

_By Bryan Finkel

the mixed 100-yard butterfly event.
Diette won the mixed 100-yard
freestyle and mixed 100-yard back
stroke events. Shufelt placed ll lh in
the mixed 100-yard butterfly, and
placed 91h in the mixed lOO-yard back
stroke. Grefe placed l51h in the mixed
100-yard freestyle, while sophomore
John Haley placed 4th

• Haley also fin
ished ll lh in the mixed 200 yard
freestyle, while junior Andrew Lloyd
finished 9th

. Sophomore John Foley
placed 14th in the mixed 200-yard 1M,
and 8th in the mixed 100-yard breast
stroke. Senior Will Briganti finished
161h in the mixed 100-yard butterfly.
Senior Brendan Kapsimalis finished
14th in the mixed 500 yard freestyle.
Freshman Matt Ferrer placed l41h in
the mixed 100-yard backstroke. Fi
nally, senior diver Katie Thomas fin
ished 4th in the 1 meter dive, while
sophomore Greg Sinche placed l3 lh

.

In the overall meet, the team won
by a healthy margin. Finishing with
371 total points, while the closest
runner-up was Weston High School,
with 299. Next year, the team will be
poised to defend their Class S title
once again, in the hopes for their 4 1h

championship season in a row.

Continuing with their winning tra
dition, the Boys' Swim Team won the
CIAC Class S championship for the
2000-2001 season, their third in a
row. After winning the FCIAC Class
S championship, and finishing sec
ond overall to Class LL champion
Greenwich High School, the team
continued on to the state finals on
March 14th

•

Led by senior captains Justin
Grefe, Billy Shufelt, Mike Zarrilli and
Danny Diette, expectations ran high
as Darien returned to defend its title.
"Everyone was expected to do well,
and did," said sophomore diver Greg
Sinche. And perform well they did,
as a team and as individuals. In
team events, they won the mixed
200-yard medley relay, mixed 200
yard freestyle relay and mixed 400
yard freestyle relay events.

Individual achievements ran
high; Zarrilli placed 2nd in both the
mixed 200-yard freestyle and mixed
100-yard freestyle events. Sopho
more Neville Mitchell won the mixed
200-yard 1M and the mixed SOO-yard
freestyle events. Junior Derek
Claiborne won the mixed 50-yard
freestyle event, and placed 3'd in

StaffWriter

Boys Swimming Dominates at
State Championships
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Dick Ebersol and Vince McMahon, the visionaries of the XFL

-By Sean Gillespie and Mike Sullivan
Editor in Chelfand News Editor

Well, well, well, look what hap
pened, the XFL is failing. You're lucky
we were able to stop chuckling long
enough to write this column. Finally,
finally, Vince McMahon has failed at
something, and we are laughing.

McMahon's XFL, a supposed off
season replacement for the NFL is go
ing into a nosedive. The NBC broad
cast of an XFL game on February 24'h
was the second-lowest rated primetime
sports program ever. EVER. Not to
mention the fact that the game was also
one of a handful of the lowest-rated
nights ever on the big three networks.
NBC, who agreed to a two-year deal
with the XFL, has said that they will
not abandon the agreement, but now
that ratings are below what NBC prom
ised advertisers it seems likely that
something will change.

Already the league has gone
through mid-season rule changes, and
changes to the presentation of the pro
gram. NBC has done away with the
lengthy player introductions in order
to try to shorten the games. This comes
after Lome Michaels, creator of Satur
day Night Live asked the network to
make sure that the games didn't run
late enough to push his program's start
time past midnight. Also, the XFL has
made changes to its rules, hoping to
increase scoring and possibly ratings,
the XFL has added a new bump and
IUn IUle that is similar to the NFL's rule.
This doesn't allow for the contact
downfield between defensive backs

and receivers that the XFL had origi
nally promoted. Other changes have
been made, including in the booth.
NBC split up "saucy" Matt
Vasgersian and Jesse "the Governor"
Ventura; paring them with the likes
of Dick Butkus and WWF announcer

Jim Ross.
We here at Extra Points can only

laugh, at Vince McMahon, and NBC
Sports President Dick Ebersol, and
at the poor saps that play the games.
Ebersol is the man who made one of
the dumbest decisions in television
by backing out of the NFL negotia
tions a few years ago. Ebersol felt
that the TV rights to the league
weren't worth the millions that the
NFL was asking. Boy oh boy was he
wrong. CBS paid, and now they are
thriving. NBC, on the other hand, is

giving away free advertising during
the XFL broadcasts. Vince
McMahon is the man behind the
WWF, and he announced the XFL
as a cure to the NFL, which had been
overrun by corporations and greedy
players. He called it pure, hard-hit-

ting football.
Obviously the television gods

were not pleased with these two. Not
only are the XFL's ratings lower than
the ethics on Temptation Island, it
seems that the TV gods toyed with
McMahon and Ebersol, giving them
a 10.3 rating for the firs t game,
double the expected. The next week
the ratings were cut to 5.1, then 3.8
and finally under three the past two
weeks. One NBC executive expressed
hope that the ratings had bottomed
out, but we don't think so. Our pre-

diction is something like 1.0, which
we figure, is the number that the XFL
would get if McMahon, Ebersol and
the moms of the players involved
would watch. But who knows, maybe
it could go lower. Now the XFL is
considering letting 19-year-olds
straight of high school, to play in
the XFL. A word of advice Vince, the
media can smell fear, and right now
the stench of desperation is hang
ing over the WWF headquarters in
Stamford.

Oh well, even if the XFL fails,
there's always baseball right? Don't
we need some more hard-hitting ac
tion in our national past time? Pag
ing Vince McMahon.

Last but not least this month, our
deepest condolences to Barry
Bonds, Frank Thomas, and Gary
Sheffield. We're full of sorrow for
these players making 9 million dol
lars a year and how they're complain
ing they don't make as much as Alex
Rodriguez. We have one word for
you, loyalty. Perhaps these guys
should take a page from Hakeem
Olajuwon and re-sign with their re
spective teams for less money so the
team could go after younger, more
expensive free agents.
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league with small guard Joseph
Forte, the Tarheels lack the strength
and balance that a Final Four team
needs. The team cannot depend on
Forte, who currently leads the ACC
at 21. 8 points per game. As well,
they are a very sporadic team that

NCAA Final Four Predictions

Duke- Almost always a factor in
the tournament, the Blue Devils will
once again make it to the Final Four.
Duke has two of the most talented
players in the league with Jason Wil
liams and Shane Battier. With the
dangerous Carlos Boozer at center,
provide for a well-rounded attack.
Boozer is currently out with a frac
tured metatarsal in his right foot and
nobody knows when he will return.
Williams is averaging 31 points and
is hitting 51. 3 percent from three
point range, these numbers are pretty
consistent throughout this year.

Prediction: Championship Game
runner up

• By Bill Grimshaw and Alex Larsen
Staff Writers

Maryland: Junior phenomenon
Juan Dixon will carry Maryland to
the Final Four. Dixon was the major
reason the Terrapins made a late sea
son surge and finished third in the
league. Maryland will trample all of
the teams in its path, but will even
tually lose to Duke in the final four.
Maryland has a very strong team
this year and if they play to their
potential they will get very far in the
NCAA Tournament.

Prediction: Final Four

North Carolina- Although hav
ing one of the greatest players in the

loses to poor opponents but wins
against tough ones.

Prediction: Final Four

lllinois- The lllini have proven that it
can rise to the challenge of beating big
opponents in how they beat Michigan
State, which allowed them to have the top
seed in the Big Ten. I think this seed will
help them into the Final Four, because the
real threat to them is stumbling to a lesser
team in an early round like they did earlier
this year. Watch the under dogs bring the
champagne to Champaign!

Prediction: Champion

Proud Supporter of the Darien
Blue Wave'

Vavala's Deli & Catering
156 Heights Road

655-4370



GyIllnastics Wins Third Straight State ChaIllpionship
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game to five. Our game just got better."
The team also had to battle having a very
small team. Many players, such as
Teatom, had to play much of the JV and
the varsity game. Yet she still felt good
about the team, saying, "Our team
bonded so much this season. We were
more like a family than any other sports
team I've been on."

This year was a success for girl's
basketball, and according to sophomore
Lauren Burke, ''I'm very happy with the
outcome of this year. We all worked re
ally hard, and it showed. We may not
have won many games, but I feel like we
played each game very well. Ijust hope
we can come back next year with the
same enthusiasm we had this year."

Next year, coach Baden will return
to coach her third year as the varsity
coach. Says Burke, "Coach Baden is a
really great coach. She teaches us a lot,
and is really supportive." Hopefully, next
year, coach Baden will lead the team to
an even better season than this one.

ite gymnast. There are other standouts
on the team as well. Steph Scott, the
captain, has a grace on the beam that is
only matched by the admiration she re
ceives from the other members of the
team. Rounding out the group is Jen
Bennett, who can only be described as a
freshmen phenomenon. Ms. Bennett has
scored very well in all meets and been a
very big contributor to the team.

The team went on to beat the other
two squads they were competing
against, New Canaan and Norwich Free
Academy. They were undefeated in the
regular season and only lost in the
FCIAC's to Westhill by a couple of
points. They then went on to win states
and sent four girls, Stephanie Scott,
Jenny Scott, Jen Bennett, and Jess
McNell, to state opens. Jess McNell will
also be continuing to New England's.
All this success, and it seems like no
body knows about them. It's a shame
that such a talented and hard-working
group doesn't get the recognition it de
serves.

StajfWriter

The girl's basketball season ended
this year on Tuesday, February 13, with
a loss to the Trumbull Eagles 54 to 26.
This game closed the girl's season with
a 2-18 record. The Blue Wave won their
games against Bassick and Central High
Schools. Along with varsity coach
Bethann Baden, who returned to coach
her second year as the girl's varsity
coach, the team was lead by senior co
captains Ryann Price and Kacey Irish.
Junior's Molly Lamdin, Schuyler
Sokolow, Claudia Barston, and Tara
Lavery; sophomores Joanna Weiss,
Amanda Wilson, and Allison Teatom;
and freshman Carly Sousa helped round
off the rest of the varsity team.

The Wave had hoped to improve
on last years record, 4-15. But despite
the fact that they didn't, the girls were
still optimistic about their season. Ally
Teatom said, "I think we improved a lot.
We went from playing two defenses in a

.By Sarah Shimmel

Girls Basketball:Promising Future

at if you mess up. In gymnastics if you
mess up, you get a hug. The love and
compassion between these girls was
evident, and it made me feel all warm and
fuzzy inside.

Soon I would see my athletic role
model. A girl who brings a level of in
tensity to gymnastics that I've never
quite witnessed before. When Jessica
McNeIl gets into that leotard she is all
business. When most of the gymnasts
mess up they get a little disappointed.
Jessica McNell just gets angry. After
falling during her vault she got up with
a look on her face that a killer would wear
while stabbing someone over and over
again. "Intensity is key, I can feel it in
my blood and I start to shake with
adrenalin. Some people think we are just
hot chicks in spandex, but little do they
know how these little girls' muscles can
pump them into the air, rotating and flip
ping into a three time state champion
ship team!" said Jessica McNeIl when
asked about her approach to a meet.
Needless to say, she became my favor-

outlook and was ready to go.
o We pulled into goodwives shop

ping center, since the gymnastics team
has its meet around back at the YMCA
gym, where Jule's bike shop used to be.
We walked in and had a hard time find
ing a seat. Unlike the football field,
hockey rink, or high school gym there
wasn't that much space for spectators.
Whether this is due to lack of planning,
lack of space, or that they don't expect
anyone to show up I don't know. I man
aged to get a seat on a big desk to the
side.

The first event was the vault. I
found myself in a very awkward posi
tion. I had no idea whether someone
had done a good vault or a poor one. I
managed to figure out that falling was
bad, but besides that I had no idea. To
make matters worse, the gymnasts cheer
for each other no matter what happens.
Even after a girl would fall flat on her
face they would say, "Good job," or "We
love you." Most of the time in the sports
I've been involved with you get yelled

s
StajfWriter

Darien High School has a proud ath
letic tradition. Most years the football
team does very well and so does hockey
team. Lacrosse can always be counted
on to bring home some sort of champi
onship as well. There's another sports
program that always does well, but
doesn't get the recognition of those pre
viously mentioned, girls' gymnastics.
They have won the last three state cham
pionships, but still few people know of
what they've done, and even fewer can
be found at their meets.

A few weeks ago I found myself at
a girls' gymnastics meet. My friends
were friends that with some of the girls
on the team so I got dragged along. At
first I was a little disappointed, I had a
hard time getting it through my head that
I was going to go see a gymnastics meet.
Then a friend of mine, Brian Kelly, took
me aside and reminded me what gym
nastics is all about, girls in leotards do
ing splits. After that I had a whole new

Sports Schedule

Girls'Track
April 5-Danbury, Trumbull-3:45

Boys'Track
April 5-Trinity, Bassick, @Staples-3:45

Baseball
April5-Notre Dame-Fairfield-3:45

ApriI7-Westhill-12:00
April 9-Trinity-3:45

April ll-Bassick-3:45

Boys'Tennis
Aplil 5-Westhill-3:30
April 6-Staples-3:30

Aplil 18-@Wilton-3:30

.By Paul Carley

Softball
April5-New Canaan-3:45
ApriI7-@Stratford-6:00
ApriI9-@Norwalk-3:45
April 1O-Weston-3:45

Girls Hockey Completes First SeasonGirls' Tennis
ApriI5-@Westhill-3:30
ApriI6-@Staples-3:30
ApliI18-Wilton-3:30

Boys' Lacrosse
ApriI5-Hall-5:30

Aplil-7-Manhasset, NY-LOO
April 9-@South Windsor-4:00
April ll-Ward Melville-l:00

Girls' Lacrosse
April 7-Manhasset, NY-I0:00

April 10-@Wilton-4:00
April 12-South Windsor-4:30

April 17-Fairfield-4:30

Boys' Golf
Aplil 5-@Westhill-3:l5-Brennan

April l6-@McMahon-3:15-0ak Hills
April-17-Wilton-3: l5-CC Darien

Girls' Golf
Aplil 17-Ridgefield-3:15-CC Darien

Sailing
March 30-@Greenwich-3:30-Riverside

Apri16-Prep-3:30-Noroton

.By Jessica Koontz and
Sarah Shimmel
StajfWriters

Girl's Ice Hockey recently finished
up their first season as a sport at Darien
High School. They finished with a 7-18
1 record, which wasn't bad considering
some of the players had never skated
before. Captains Catherine Hovell and
Jess Lake, and coaches Anne Brewer and
Charles Miner led the team. The season
included two practices a week, on Mon
day and Thursday mornings at 5:30, and
Power Skating Clinics as well. 'The morn
ing practices were really hard, but the
games were really fun and for a fust year
team that had never played hockey be
fore, I think we did a really good job. It
wasn't great as far as wins go, but we
had a lot of fun anyway. The season
started out with not too many players,
but as it went on we attracted more
people," says captain Jess Lake.

Also on the team were freshmen
Jess Brokaw, Caroline Cambell, Caroline
Pugliese, and Tina Serno; sophomores
Judi Buening, Catherine Conniff, Sarah
Miner, Tracy Sandor, and Brittany

Wainacht; juniors Caroline Cambell,
Claire Milnamow, Caitlin Mahoney, and
Jodi Wirkus; seniors Catherine Hovell,
and Jessica Lake; and even 8°1 grader
Maddy Love.

Sophomore Brittany Wainacht was
among those who joined the team this
year, really enjoyed playing. "I think
considering this was our first time play
ing together, most of us having never
laced up a pair of skates, it went pretty
well. We played a lot of teams that had a
lot more experience than we did. We need
to improve on our stick handling skills.
It was hard, though. We didn't really
have a lot of help with the whole thing,
but the guys team helped us out by giv
ing us their old jerseys and a power skat
ing clinic."

Also on the team was goalie
Catherine Conniff. "It was a lot of fun
this season, and next year should be
even better." Next year, the team hopes
to come back and improve on their
record. Says Wainacht, "We should do
a lot better next year. We have more ex
perience, and we've gotten past our first
year."



The classic paint scheme of Earnhardt's Chevrolet (top left) has been replaced by that of the new #29 car (top right). Above: Earnhardt celebrates his first Daytollo 500 victory ill 1998.

Loss of Earnhardt Shocks all of NASCAR

•••••

a memorial was established where fans
could pay tribute to their hero. Many
left flowers, notes, and even drawings
of the famous number 3 Chevrolet. Oth
ers just came to be with others who un
derstood how much he meant to them,
and' how painful the loss really is. It is
difficult to comprehend what his loss
meant to the sport of NASCAR and its
legions of followers; it is the equivalent
of the NBA losing Michael Jordan or
the NHL losing Wayne Gretzky.

In light of the accident at Daytona,
the drivers of the Winston Cup series
returned to work the next weekend, rac
ing in the Dura Lube 400, not really sure
what to expect emotionally or how to
act. A tribute was given before the race
as other drivers paid their respects and
tried to do business-as-usual.

Richard Chidress, the owner of
Earnhardt's cars, removed the trademark
color scheme and number that fans as
sociated with Earnhardt, painting them
white and giving them the number 29.
Busch Series driver Kevin Harvick, who
was going to join the Winston Cup se
ries at the beginning of the 2002 season,
drove the car in the race, and will con
tinue to do so for the remainder of the
season. His debut could not have been
on worse terms, but the young driver
willingly accepted the challenge and
was optimistic throughout the week. At
the completion of the rain-delayed race,
Harvick had gone from his starting spot
in the back of the pack, to a respectable
14th place finish, highest among rookies
in the race.

To replace Dale Earnhardt is impos
sible. To many race fans, watching the
sport of NASCAR will never feel the
same. All we can do is honor his memory
and legacy as a driver, and as a man.

toes or prepare to be his next victim. It
was that aggressive style of driving

,which brought him his success through
out his entire career.

After 676 career races, seventh all
time for a Winston Cup driver,
Earnhardt's numbers were behemoth. 7
Winston Cup championships (T-1 st with
Richard Petty); 76 wins (6lh all-time); 281
top five finishes (4lh all-time); and he was
the onlydriver to ever win the Winston
Cup Championship the year after win
ning the Rookie of the Year award. He
earned $41,639,662 in prize money,
though it was never about that. He
raced for the love of competition and a
burning passion to win.

It was pure irony that his life came
to an end on the track that gave him the
most success and the most grief at the
same time. Daytona, home to the mul
tiple races throughout the year, namely
themost famous race in NASCAR, the
Daytona 500, was the defining track in
Earnhardt's career. He won 34 races at
the track, but until 1998, had never had
the chance to celebrate the victory of
the big one. Nineteen previous attempts
had brought many top 5 finishes, and in
three cases between 1993 and '96, he
had been beaten in the last lap.

In victory lane after winning the '98
Daytona 500, Earnhardt was his most
jubilant in victory lane, shouting for all
to hear, ''I'm here, and I've got that g-
damn monkey off my back!" That pure,
raw emotion was a microcosm for who
he was in life, and who he was on the
track.

To Earnhardt fans throughout the
United States, his death brought about
feelings of anguish and an emptiness
that will never be filled. At the head
quarters ofDale Earnhardt Incorporated,

a restraint system that limits the motion
of a driver in an accident. Though in
creasing in popularity since the deaths
of Kenny Irwin and Adam Petty, who
both died in separate incidents at New
Hampshire International Speedway, only
a few drivers have chosen to wear the
device, because of its bulky and uncom
fortable fit. Earnhardt was one of the
many drivers who chose not to wear it
for the race, though Dr. Steve Bohannon,
the EMS director at Daytona Interna
tional Motor Speedway, said that he be
lieved that the device would not have
saved Earnhardt's life. He also noted
that a closed-face helmet, in place of the
older-style open-faced helmet that
Earnhardt has worn for 25 years, would
not have helped.

Just recently released was the news
that Earnhardt's seatbelt broke in the
collision, something that one NASCAR
analyst said that he has not seen in his
50 years of racing. The harness-style
seatbelts, which are designed to with
stand the forces of impact at over 250
MPH, ripped along the chest area. In a
Daily News report, it was reported that
the rip might have been due to an alter
ation that Earnhardt ordered before the
race began. Drivers often make these
slight adjustments for increased comfort
during the race, but this adjustment may
have been the deciding factor in
Earnhardt's death.

Earnhardt was a living legend in the
sport of stock-car racing. But, at the
same time, he was a blue-collar kind of
guy that the average fan could relate to.
He was the driver that everyone either
loved or loved to hate. Nicknamed the
Intimidator, Earnhardt's aggressive, no
holds-barred style of driving forced
other drivers on the track to be on their

StaffWriter
-By Bryan Finkel
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In a career in which he became no
torious for his often-selfish desirp to
win, Dale Earnhardt lost his life in a most
unselfish manner. On the last lap of the
2001 Daytona 500, the NASCAR season
opener, in a move that was quite non
characteristic of Earnhardt, he slowed
his own vehicle, in an attempt to clock
the oncoming pack of cars from catch
ing his son, Dale Earnhardt Junior and
his teammate, Michael Waltrip. Coming
around turn four, Earnhardt began to
lose control of the notorious number 3
Chevrolet as it sliced down the track and
tapped the front bumper of Sterling
Marlin's number 40 Dodge. The tap
turned Earnhardt's car and sent him up
the track. As Ken Schrader rammed him
on the passenger side, he careened into
the wall head-on, at over 180 MPH. The
crash killed Earnhardt instantly. He is
survived by his wife Teresa and his chil
dren, Dale JR, Kerry, Kelley King and
Taylor Nicole.

Waltrip went on to win the race,
while Earnhardt Jr. finished second. But,
the victory-lane celebrations were short
lived as Earnhardt, who was removed
from the car unconscious, was airlifted
to a hospital in Daytona Beach, FL. He
was pronounced dead later that day, due
to severe head trauma at the base of the
scull. Earnhardt Jr., acting as the family's
spokesperson, broke the news to the me
dia and asked for NASCAR fans to pray
for him and his family.

Immediately following his death,
questions arose regarding the safety of
the cars and their driver restraint sys
tems. Available to all drivers is the
HANS (Head and Neck Support) device,


