
In This Issue

“School Spirit” - 
Editorial..........................2

Smoking at the 
Depot.......................................3

Homecoming Photo 
Insert..............................5

Robeks 
Opening.................................5

Homecoming Game 
Recap......................................8

Homecoming Breathalized
Hadley Green
 —————————————————————————————
Managing Editor

Continued on page 6

Darien Detox 
Spencer Matson
 —————————————————————————————
Managing Editor

Continued on page 6

Graham Karlan and Heather Hanson were crowned Homecoming 
King and Queen. None of the people in the background are drunk.

Narc Life 
Undercover With DHS’s Hard-Boiled Campus Monitors 
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Campus Monitor Jim Smith directs traffic with an iron fist.

Have Your Favorite Restrauants 
Been Busted For Health Violations?
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Administration Institutes Controversial New Policy
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 Every community has had the 
need for security. China has its Great 
Wall. Old Europe had its castles. 
Industrial Japan had its navy. Darien 
High School has its Campus Monitors. 
For years, the Campus Monitors have 
served as the protectors of the DHS’ 
institutions and they have served as the 
high school’s first line of defense. 

 “The Campus Monitor’s pri-
mary role is to ensure the safety of 
our students and our faculty and our 
staff during school hours,” states 
Darien High School Principal Dan 
Haron, “that safety translates into 
many things. In the morning it means 
that they help out with traffic, and 
[throughout the day] they are given 
certain areas of the school where they 
watch for inappropriate behavior.”

 For the 2007-2008 school year, 
the Campus Monitors will be con-
sisting of four individuals: Monitors 

Pat D’Agostino, Richard Butler, 
Jim Smith, and newcomer Angela 
Markoja. This year marks the first 
year where there is a head “Campus 
Monitor” position. Pat D’Agostino 
serves as the head Campus Monitor 
and he coordinates the actions of 
his fellow Campus Monitors while 
facilitating relations between the 
Administration and his comrades. 

 “The first year [that I was here], I 
suggested the position for accountabil-
ity reasons” Head Campus Monitor Pat 
D’Agostino, “and so they created the 
position, and they gave it to me..”

On a personal level, there is truly 
not a common background amongst 
the four current campus monitors. To 
become a campus monitor, an indi-
vidual does not have nescessarily have 
to have any particular background. 
Pat D’Agostino and Jim Smith both 
come from white collar backgrounds, 
Richard Butler spent time in the ser-
vice, and Angela Markoja has a  degre  
in Law Enforcement. Above any other 
criteria, the Administration looks for 
individuals who interact well with stu-
dents. For obvious reasons, this attri-
bute would greatly help the Monitors 

in their day-to-day duties. 
 “It is best that the Campus 

Monitors be friendly with the stu-
dents, but not too friendly; not friends 
with them,” says Principal Dan Haron, 
“we’ve had problems in the past where 
Campus Monitors were too friendly 
witht the students and there was the 
impression that some students were al-
lowed to get away with things if they 
were friends with the monitors.”

 However with that thought in 
mind, it cannot be ignored that there 
is definitely a unique student perspec-
tive on the Campus Monitor program. 
Campus Monitors, or “Narcs” as they 
are popularly called have always been 
viewed as being “on the student’s 
case” historically. Many students view 
this encroachment upon their daily ac-
tivities as slightly overbearing. 

 “Whenever I pass a Narc as I 
am traveling between classes, I feel 
that my friends and I shouldn’t talk 
too loudly,” says Junior Samantha 
Choos, “Who knows what they could 
use against us?”

 As Campus Monitor Richard 
Butler walks with the late-senior down 

The new breathalyzing policy at 
Darien High is one of the most contro-
versial school rules strictly enforced 
in years. This action has already been 
imposed at the freshman/sophomore 
dance, and more significantly the 
homecoming dance.

According to Principal Haron 
the breathalyzing was enforced, “due 
to the incident at the prom last year 
(and other similar incidents in the past 
where students were intoxicated.) We 
felt we needed to institute this policy 
to better be able to ensure the safety 
of our students, the enjoyment of the 
participants, and the equitable enforce-
ment of the rules.”

This year, teacher chaperones and 
other administrators oversaw the act 
of breathalyzing each student. History 
teacher Mr. Egan states, “the dance 
went very well, the thought of drinking 
was completely wiped out of a students 
heads because they knew they were 
being breathalyzed.” If a student does 

not get a 00 reading will be discretely 
pulled aside and offered to take the 
breathalyzer again after 10 minutes to 
ensure that the positive reading is not 
due to mouthwash. On that note Egan 
remarks, “Everyone passed, this elimi-
nated the drinking problem.”

Although the lack of admittance 
could lead to greater problems in the 
foreseeable future, sophomore Lauren 
Beardsley notes, “I think that over time 
fewer students will go to the dances, 
if people stop going to the dances, 
there won’t be money for prom or 
other school functions.”  Despite the 
fact that not nearly as many people 
showed up as usual to homecoming, no 
students were caught under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Many students do or 
did have an issue with the breathalyz-
ing. Junior, Talbot Clarke states, “If the 
administration has any suspicion (that 
students are under the influence) they 
have every right to breathalyzer, but 
the whole school shouldn’t be subject-
ed to this if only a small fraction of the 
students need to be Breathalyzer.” 

Principal Haron states, “My hope 
is that it will help students to better 
be able to resist the temptation or 
peer pressure they might feel to drink 
before our dances. When students re-
alize how much fun you can have at 
a dance without alcohol, my hope is 
that we will have made a dent into 
changing students’ perceptions that 
one needs alcohol to have a good time 
socially.”  Sophomore Mike Foresta 
said, “I thought that the Breathalyzer 
wasn’t that big of a deal and defiantly 
made the dance safer.”

In breathlyzing and questioning 
every student due to alcohol use many 
more issues can arise. Junior Peter 
Walker remarks, “I think the breatha-
lyzing is a terrible idea, and hurts way 
more than it helps. All it does is make 
underage drinking an even more prev-
alent issue when it shouldn’t be at all, 
by giving the issue more attention than 
it deserves. It’s just going to give stu-
dents an excuse to find ways around 
it and do other drugs.”

In Darien, every restaurant and 
deli must follow a certain set of rules 
and regulations that allows them to be 
in business. Recently, several restau-
rants have been cited for failing their 
regular health inspections for obvi-
ous reasons, such not wearing gloves 
while preparing food. But, more res-
taurants and delis in town get poor 
ratings on these health inspections 
because of the little things that would 
be hard for the everyday patron to tell 
that the restaurant is violating. 

Each restaurant in town is given 
a health inspection and must pass in 
order to stay in business. These in-
spections are given at different points 
during the year and judge the restau-
rant or deli on a 100 point scale based 
on certain criteria. If a restaurant gets 
a DNC, which stand for does not 
comply, the amount of points that the 
area on the inspection is worth will be 
deducted from the overall score of the 
eatery. However, if a restaurant gets a 
C, which is complies, they neither get 
points take off or given. So if a res-
taurant gets a C on everything they 
will get a 100.

 Though some of your favorite 
restaurants in town seem safe to eat 
at, most people do not take the time 
to look over all of the health inspec-
tions (all of which are public record) 
on their favorite local eateries. You 
could be eating at a restaurant or deli 
that was just cited for having employ-
ees that do not wash their hands.

 One of the most appalling things 
I found when reading the inspec-
tions was that almost every restau-
rant failed to cover their food and 
properly store their food. This means 
that you could be eating potentially 
contaminated food because it is not 
being protected from bacteria. Out of 
the ten inspections I reviewed, Cosi, 
Bertucci’s, Duchess, Uncle’s Deli, 

Fuji’s, Michael Joseph’s, and Vavala’s 
deli failed to properly cover their food. 
Additionally, Vavala’s, Cosi, Uncle’s, 
and Michael Joseph’s were all cited 
for storing food on the floors of their 
restaurant.

 One of Darien’s favorite local 
eateries had several things that they 
failed on their health report. Besides 
not covering or storing their food 
properly, they were cited for some 
rather disgusting offenses. They were 
cited for having employees without 
clean outer clothes and effective hair 
restraints. Besides that, Uncle’s was 
also cited for not thawing potentially 
hazardous foods. In all, Uncle’s was 
docked fifteen points, receiving the 
score of an 85, which is the second 
worst of the reports I received.

 Cosi, one of Darien’s chain delis, 
scored the worst of all reports I read. 
It received an 84. Cosi had two DNC 
that stood out. For one, they were cited 
for not having clean food equipment 
and utensils. They were also docked 
for having flies present near the soda 
dispenser and kitchen.

 As far as Darien fast food goes, 
Duchess also received a low score of 
an 84. They were cited for things like 
not having clean work surfaces, as 
well as according to the health reports 
having “uncovered food throughout 
the restaurant.” They were also cited 
for having raw meat being stored next 
to other foods.

 Restaurants like Vavala’s, Fuji’s, 
Michael Joseph’s, and Bertucci’s all 
did reasonably well, scoring from an 
88-91 respectively on their inspec-
tions. All of these restaurants were 
cited for things like properly storing 
food and having clean wiping clothes. 
Fuji and Vavala’s were cited for stor-
ing raw meat with ready to serve food, 
while Bertucci’s and Michael Joseph’s 
were caught with storing food on the 
floor in the freezer.
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o p I n I o n
Nick Phillips
 —————————————————————————————
Co-Editor In Chief

Homecoming week 
demonstrated once and for 
all the combative relation-
ship between the agendas 
of the student body and the 
faculty in deciding what 
“school spirit” actually 
means. 

 F i e l d  D a y  w a s 
doomed from the start. I 
believe that students acted 
completely appropriate-
ly given the structure and 
nature of the event.

Teachers and faculty 
seem shocked by the pro-
fane and unruly nature of 
students in attendance. 
The focus should not be 
on the student’s shocking 
behavior, but on the shock-
ing setup of Field Day. I 
would expect nothing less 
than unruly profanity at an 
event where the student 
body sits idly in concen-
trated blocs to spectate the 
“popular kids” competing 
in athletics. 

I miss the Field Days 
you’d find in elementary 
school, where universal 
participation made it im-
possible for students to be 
distracted toward inappro-
priate behavior and cheer-
ing. The administration and 
Student Council should 
not bother organizing a 
Field Day where everyone 
doesn’t participate. 

Homecoming Day on 

Friday brought students 
and faculty into direct con-
frontation with one anoth-
er. Seniors were ordered to 
cover shirts depicting a ball 
and cups, while sports cap-
tains were chastised for the 
“hazing” of freshmen ath-
letes by making them wear 
distinctive costumes. Many 
teachers were visibly en-
raged over the outcome of 
Homecoming Day. 

These teachers (and 
some students) claim that 
these distinctions between 
freshmen and upperclass-
men constitute “hazing.” 
They claim that freshmen 
are forced to wear costumes 
that bring uncomfortable 
attention and mockery. If 
the freshmen seem to be 
agreeable to or voluntarily 
wear their distinctive out-
fits, the culprit morphs into 
social “brainwashing” that 
fools freshmen into partici-
pating in a cruel ritual clev-
erly disguised as a good-na-
tured rite of passage. 

The case seems to be that 
freshmen outfits are volun-
tarily worn. “We asked 
our girls if they wanted to 
wear diapers to Best of the 
Best,” says varsity soccer 
senior Heather Hanson. 
“They all agreed and were 
excited – everyone cheered 
and had a great time. It 
was an optional choice for 
them.” Similar outlooks are 
given by other girl’s var-

sity teams. “It’s more as a 
general separation between 
underclassmen and seniors, 
rather than singling out 
freshmen,” says senior field 
hockey captain Caroline 
Frelinghuysen. 

My freshman sister 
Charlotte is a member of 
girl’s varsity soccer. “Our 
captains said that all fresh-
man soccer players could 
wear animal noses if we 
wanted to – it was option-
al,” she says. “When we 
wearing them in the halls, 
teachers would run up to 
us and rip them off of our 
heads. We didn’t really care 
about the masks, but the 
teachers were really mad.”

The only remaining ex-
planation given by faculty 
is that these freshmen and 
underclassmen are being 
maliciously “brainwashed” 
both by their team’s seniors 
and by society as a whole to 
accept “hazing” as fun and 
normal. 

The dictionary defini-
tion of “hazing” is “to sub-
ject newcomers to abusive 
or humiliating tricks and 
ridicule.” Far from being 
abusive or humiliating, 
these small-scale initiatory 
traditions actually help es-
tablish a more cohesive stu-
dent community. A limited 
task for freshman to com-
plete confers more mean-
ing on being a senior - the 
status that all freshmen will 

achieve after four years. It 
encourages underclassmen 
to show respect for those 
with more experience in 
a new environment. This 
in turn gives seniors the 
responsibility they need 
to become strong student 
leaders.

Seniors will not lead 
the school if they feel that 
no one will follow them. 
Taking away the healthy and 
deserved scale of authority 
that marks differing age 
groups will make seniors 
feel that they occupy no 
special place in the school, 
which encourages them 
to disregard the responsi-
bilities that faculty expect 
them to fulfill. This phe-
nomenon was exemplified 
by senior behavior during 
the pep rally – why stand 
up and show school spirit in 
a climate where traditional 
measures of respect paid to 
your four dutiful years are 
forcibly eliminated? 

Conferring respect on 
the experienced and ini-
tiating the new are tradi-
tions dating back millennia. 
They can be found in every 
culture on the face of the 
globe. Teachers and faculty 
can only do so much to stem 
these natural impulses, and 
unless they make reason-
able concessions, their ef-
forts will backfire in the 
form of 300 disinterested 
and rebellious seniors. 
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“School Spirit” - Faculty and Students Disagree

The Faculty View
Dan Haron
 —————————————————————
Principal

I would like to take this op-
portunity to offer a quick rebut-
tal to the editorial on school spirit 
by Nick Phillips. Let me start out 
by agreeing with the editorial that 
the structure and setup of Field 
Day needs improvement – there 
are several things that I can think 
of that would have made for a 
more organized and spirited ex-
perience for everyone involved. 
Nonetheless, the editorial’s claim 
that “students acted completely ap-
propriately given the structure of 
the event” seems curious. Since 
when do flaws in the organiza-
tion of any event give participants 
license to be cruel and unruly. 
Circumstances might help ex-
plain bad behavior, but they should 
never excuse it. In fact, one of the 
sure signs of good character is the 
ability to act properly despite the 
compulsion and temptation to do 
otherwise.

The editorial also claims that 
“the case seems to be that fresh-
men outfits are voluntarily warn.” 
Having spoken to many freshmen 
about the subject, I can confident-
ly say that the word “voluntary” is 
a bit misleading in this situation. 
How voluntary can an act be if the 
consequences for not partaking in 
it results in humiliation and ridi-
cule from one’s peers? Freshman 
who are asked to wear diapers, for 
example, are stuck in the untenable 
position of either feeling humili-
ated by having to walk around in 
a degrading outfit, or feeling os-
tracized by a team of which they 
wish to be a part.

The editorial further claims 

that asking freshman to partici-
pate in “initiatory traditions” 
helps encourage respect for se-
niors and helps seniors attain 
“the responsibility they need to 
become strong leaders.” Nothing 
can be further from the truth. 
Respect and leadership are at-
tained not by putting down and 
degrading others, but by serving 
as positive role models and get-
ting others to follow through per-
suasion and conviction.

Finally, the editorial states 
that “intimidating the new [is a] 
tradition dating back millennia. 
[It] can be found in every culture 
on the face of the globe.” Even if 
that were true, it is not an argu-
ment for allowing it in our school. 
There are plenty of abhorrent 
things that are long standing tra-
ditions practiced by many. The 
ubiquity of an act does not neces-
sarily make it right. Racism and 
misogyny, for example, are also 
traditions dating back millennia, 
but I can’t imagine anyone de-
fending their enactment in our 
school.

It would seem to me that a 
much healthier and beneficial 
way for DHS to show its school 
spirit is to band together in a 
united force. Any organization 
that wishes to become successful 
cannot encourage rivalry within 
its ranks. Instead it must foster a 
collaborative and supportive en-
vironment where all the branch-
es are working together toward a 
common goal. That is the direc-
tion I envision for future home-
comings at Darien High School 
and I ask for your help and sup-
port in doing so.



o c t o b e r  2 0 0 7o c t o b e r  2 0 0 7 o c t o b e r  2 0 0 7  3

Hollywood Heads East
Stars Journey to Connecticut for Filming

Behind Smoke and Mirrors
Neirad Reveals a Different Side of the Depot
Kim Michels
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

A few Depot regulars pose for a picture outside the teen center

Jenny Large
 —————————————————————————————
Managing Editor

It’s no secret that Hollywood’s 
finest infiltrated Darien this past 
summer. Kate Winslet and Leonardo 
DiCaprio made appearances ev-
erywhere from Uncle’s Deli to the 
Rivercat in Rowayton while filming 
their upcoming drama, Revolutionary 
Road.

Yet hollywood seems to be no 
stranger to Darien, or the rest of 
Fairfield County for that matter. This 
is largely due to the Connecticut state 
bureau, which passed tax credits for 
the film industry in July 2006.

The tax break offers 30 percent 
off of productions costing $50,000 or 
more, and as a result, film productions 
throughout Connecticut have increased 
significantly. 

More and more local newspa-
pers throughout the state have been 
printing daily reports of new celebri-
ty sightings. From former Friends star 
Matthew Perry to rap artist 50 Cent, 
it appears as if Hollywood has set up 
camp on the East Coast. 

Prior to 2006, the number of 
movie productions that filmed in 
Connecticut were significantly less 
than the number of film productions 
shooting within the state over the last 
year and a half. In 2004, Connecticut 
provided locations for the sets of only 
8 movie and television crews, one 
of which was The Stepford Wifes, 
a movie that was filmed largely on 
Darien’s own Mansfield Avenue. 

Yet since the start of 2006, about 
30 movies and television series have 
been shot on site in Connecticut. 
According to Norwalk business direc-
tor Tad Diesel, Righteous Kill (current-
ly being filmed in Norwalk) is about 
the 10th movie that has filmed scenes 
in the city since the start of 2007.

John Travolta, who is currently 
filming a movie in Greenwich opposite 
renowned comedian Robin Williams, 
was quoted in a recent article from 
WFSB.com, saying “Each state allows 
a certain opportunity to do movies, and 
this year -- Connecticut is winning.”

In addition to Revolutionary 
Road, many other movies have been 
shot in Fairfield County over the past 
few months, which accounts for the 
numerous celebrity sightings that 
have occurred throughout the summer 
season. One of these films was The 
Laws of Motion, a “dramatic comedy” 
starring Matthew Perry and Academy 
Award winner Hilary Swank.

Perry plays the role of an uptight 
professor who struggles with his re-
pressive career and life at home, as 
well as with his two carefree, trou-
blesome siblings, who are played by  
actors Ginnifer Goodwin and Ben 
Foster. Laws of Motion started filming 
on Norwalk’s Morgan Avenue back in 
April, and Matthew Perry was spot-
ted having lunch at the Sugar Bowl 

in early June. 
Other movies that have been 

filmed over the summer break in-
clude The Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants 2 and the fourth installment of 
the Indiana Jones series. The most 
recent Sisterhood installment wrapped 
up shooting in August, and filmed a 
number of scenes in Bridgeport, Kent, 
Western Connecticut State University, 
and Yale University’s campus in New 
Haven.

Similar to ...Pants 2, the fourth 
movie of the Indiana Jones series 
began filming at Yale at the begin-
ning of the summer. Fast-rising talent 
Shia LaBeouf stars opposite Jones 
veteran Harrison Ford in this latest 
film. The movie is to be titled Indiana 
Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull. LaBeouf is rumored to be play-
ing Indiana Jones’ long lost son.

As for movies more recently 
filmed, everyone in Fairfield County 
has been buzzing over the stars of 
upcoming films Righteous Kill and 

Meghan McIntire
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

A broken pencil, a mangled 
desk, a lone teacher casually check-
ing homework. The only thing miss-
ing from Learning Connection room 
A206 is a dusty desert wind and a 
prickly tumble weed. A freshman 
wanders to an empty desk and imme-
diately begins to play a high-action 
computer game.

 It seems as if the three Learning 
Connection rooms added to the new 
building aren’t being used the way 
they were intended.

The rooms were originally sup-
posed to be used as places for students 
and teachers to meet during free pe-
riods to discuss any problems with 
homework or study for upcoming 
tests. While the spaces are sometimes 
used for impromptu meetings and to 
show an occasional video, teachers 
mostly tend to avoid the rooms. 

“I come here in the morning usu-
ally,” said a freshman who preferred 
to remain anonymous. “It’s just kind 
of a place where I like to hang out and 
finish whatever homework I didn’t do 
last night.”

At the other end of the spec-
trum is Natalie Jansen, a junior, who 
said, “ I don’t really use the Learning 
Connection rooms that much, there’s 
a lot of people playing games, and it’s 
too easy to get sidetracked and pro-
crastinate.”

Mrs. Rubin, an active and busy 
English teacher can usually be found 
in Learning Connection Room A206 
during her free periods. “Last year, 
everyone just hung out in here. The 
freshman from study halls would just 
come to chat… The initial idea was 
to have this room be a place for kids Continued on page 6

to get help from teachers like in the 
math room, but it hasn’t happened 
yet,” she said.

Mrs. Rubin added that teachers 
from the English and History depart-
ments have some ideas on how to en-
courage the use of the room. “Kids 
need to know they can come here for 
extra help,” she said, “When the ad-
vanced composition class starts, we’ll 
try to have student tutors in here to 
help out during free periods.” 

“We’ve been trying to start a 
lunch series where a teacher or visitor 
would volunteer to lead a discussion 
about a subject they know about, and 
we’ve also been thinking about a book 
group with students and teachers.” 

To persuade students to use the 
room during their frees, tables have 
been arranged into different sec-
tions with multicolored signs read-
ing: Group Discussion, Conference 
Table, and Silent Table. The signs 
encourage students to meet with their 
peers to discuss homework or hold 
study groups.

“We need to do something, or 
else the room will be spilt into class-
rooms; it has such great potential, we 
just need to change the culture of the 
room,” said Mrs. Rubin.

Mrs. Mammana, another English 
teacher who spends some of her free 
periods in the Learning Connections 
Center, said that students who think 
the room is too loud haven’t been 
there in a while. “ It was really loud 
last year, and sometimes it is still a 
little noisy in the mornings. But once 
school starts it’s very quiet in here.” 
She also noted that, “This is a good 
place for students to get help with 
their writing, the problem is that a lot 
Continued on page 6

DiCaprio and Winslet costar as husband and wife in the locally filmed 
movie Revolutionary Road

Ni Hao to Mandarin

We hear the rumors at school. In 
hushed tones, students hover close and 
softly whisper. They laugh sharply at 
who supposedly got drunk and who re-
portedly got wasted over the weekend 
at the Depot. Who snuffed and who 
snorted. The students paint a picture 
of raunchy revelry. A few beer cans 
are crumpled by trash bins; a student 
with red-rimmed eyes lingers; puffs 
of smoke hang thick in the air. But 
this picture is fueled with stale gossip, 
fostered by lies and a small degree of 
truth. The Depot has been unfairly 
branded for isolated incidents when 
a few students snuck in drunk.  They 
are the minority, not the majority at 
the Depot. 

 The Depot’s August newsletter 
defined itself as saying:  “The Depot 
provides Darien High School students 
with a safe, supervised, drug and alco-
hol free place to gather, socialize and 
participate in a variety of social and 
community service activities.” When 
reading this quote aloud, a few stu-
dents laughed; others turned to a friend 
with a knowing smile. A student stated 
that the Depot was “like a haven” for 
people to come to after they got drunk. 
Students have an image of the Depot as 
a wasteland of lost and forgotten teen-
age rebels. 

Depot  Coordinator  Janice 
Marazano is firm in her defense. 
“There’s so many diverse groups of 
kids that come here and all people 
hear is that there are drugs and alcohol 
down here. There’s not.” According to 
Marazano, a person must walk through 
the door to learn the true definition of 
the Depot.  

The greatest contributor to the 

rumors of the Depot are the smokers. 
Students can be seen by the basket-
ball court with cigarettes. Propping 
their feet up on the table and loung-
ing back in chairs by courts; students 
hold cigarettes and wisps of smoke trail 
into the air. The Depot has a right to 
be angry with the exaggerated rumors, 
but they are not helping the cause by 
allowing teen smoking on the premis-
es. Students are allowed to smoke and 
have been given a designated spot with 
“butt bowls,” for discarded cigarettes.  
This area was created to keep the area 
clean and respectable. Both Janice and 
Tim, the mother and father figures of 
the Depot, state they would rather the 
students not smoke there, but Janice 
stated that “they choose their battles,” 
and smoking isn’t one of them. The 
Depot Committee allows smoking be-
cause they prefer these smokers come 

rather than potentially have no kids 
at all. But the Depot’s true identity is 
covered by this thick and heavy fog 
of smoke.  It makes the Depot appear 
frightening. Rumors churn. An up-
perclassman commented: “It’s not my 
scene. I’m not into smoking.” While 
speaking to some Depot regulars they 
daintily held cigarettes.  One stu-
dent spoke with a wedge of dip in his 
mouth. While talking to his friends he 
swished the murky liquid to the side 
of his cheek and spit into an empty 
bottle.  One of them stated: “A lot of 
people don’t go inside, they just drive 
by and see people smoking. It gives 
them a bad perspective.” Some say 
that the bad perspective is their doing, 
but Depot smokers counter that stu-
dents shouldn’t judge.

At the “Best of the Best,” the 

DHS Begins New Language Classes
Kevin Ramsey
 —————————————————————————————
Business Manager & Photo Editor

The language department re-
ceived a much-needed boost in the cur-
riculum this fall with the addition of 
three sections of Mandarin classes. It 
is the first time a language other than 
French or Spanish has been offered in 
the Darien Public School System in 
over ten years.

 The Mandarin 1 course is the 
introductory level to the language, 
which consists of an alphabet with 
over 50,000 characters. For the con-
venience of the students currently en-
rolled in the class, they will learn the 
Romanized version of the character 
alphabet, referred to as pinyin. 

 Teaching Chinese at Darien 
High School has been a goal of Mr. 
DiPasquale’s ever since he arrived 
here 20 years ago. “At the time, I 
approached the Board of Education 
with the proposal to offer the course, 
but logistically, it did not work out.” 
With the introduction of the China 
Exchange and the improved relations 
of Darien and Qingdao, the Board 
of Education realized that offering 
Mandarin as a language for students 
to learn could finally be a possibility. 

 DiPasquale’s career has deep 
roots in the Chinese culture. He stud-
ied East Asian studies and the Chinese 
language at Cornell, Yale University 
in America, and Taiwan Normal 
University during the late 1970’s. In 
between the time he spent studying 
in Taiwan and the United States, he 
went backpacking across mainland 
China, experiencing Chinese culture 
firsthand. 

After the course got the Board of 
Education’s approval, Mr. DiPasquale 
was not sure what to expect from the 
student population. “The response 
from the DHS students was over-Continued on page 6

whelming,” DiPasquale says. “We 
were expecting one class of 15 stu-
dents instead of sixty in 3 different 
classes.” 

The amount of students interest-
ed in the class raises the issue of extra 
staffing. By comparison, the French 
and Spanish languages have sever-
al teachers for each language, while 
DiPasquale has to handle the work-
load on his own. “I love teaching the 
Chinese language to the kids but my 
eventual goal is going to be to work 
more on developing the curriculum,” 
he says. The first step in heading to-
wards that stage is hiring staff, which 
he hopes to accomplish within the next 
few years. “Hopefully by the time the 
course gets off its feet, we will have 
an experienced faculty that can help 
maintain the program.”

Darien High School has already 
established a relationship with China 
through the China Exchange Program, 
where a group of students from 
Qingdao come to DHS in the fall and 
another selection of Darien students 
leave for Qingdao in the spring. Mr. 
DiPasquale sees Mandarin and the 
China Exchange working closely to-
gether in the future so that communi-
cation and relations can be improved 
between Qingdao and Darien. 

Many students who have taken 
French or Spanish in the past have 
now switched over to Chinese. Why 
the switch? Junior Patrick Smith says, 
“I heard Mr. Dipasquale talk about his 
experiences in China when I had him 
as a teacher for Western Civ freshman 
year and he mentioned a Mandarin 
class. When I learned that it was avail-
able, I jumped at the opportunity to 
learn this unique language.” 

DiPasquale has indeed shared 
tales of his experiences in China with 
his classes. For now, he is simply 
Continued on page 6

Where’s The Learning?
Learning Connections Reform
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50 Cent vs. Kanye West

by John Bolton

 The Yankees verses the Red 
Socks, Giants verses Jets, Duke 
verses North Carolina, Virginia verses 
Virginia Tech; you get the idea. All 
these match ups are classic rival-
ries, and as of September 11th, 2007, 
Americans can add another match up 
to the infinite list: Kanye West verses 
50 Cent. The two hip-hop legends had 
it out for each other, both releasing 
their third albums simultaneously on 
September 11th last month. 

Kanye and 50 Cent have never 
really been on good terms. 50 has 
questioned Kanye’s sexual orienta-
tion and claimed his songs and lyrics 
a “weak”. In a 2006 interview with a 
radio station Hot 97, 50 Cent said that, 
“[People] like Kanye because he’s a 
safe *****. It’s better you’re your kid 
to wanna dress weird and just have a 
whole other vibe.”

Tensions rose when Kanye West 
made a comment about President 
Bush not liking African Americans, 
something that 50 Cent oddly dis-
agreed with. However, when Kanye 
West announced that he would change 
the release date of his third album, 
Graduation, on the same day that 50 
Cent was releasing his third album, 
Curtis, the tension turned into a per-
sonal matter.

 50 Cent has made a statement 
saying, “If Kanye West sells more re-
cords than 50 Cent on September 11 
I will no longer [perform] music. I’ll 
write music and work with my other 
artists, but I won’t put out any more 
solo albums.” 

 Kanye West’s attitude towards 
the competition seems to be not as in-
tense as 50 Cent’s. In an interview on 
106 N’ Park on September 11th with 50 
Cent, Kanye said, “If I win, I win. If I 
lose, I win. I’m just glad to be here.” 
West also has said that “I’d rather be 
#2 on a day like September 11th, a 
day people will actually remember, 
than be #1 on a day that no one cares 
about.” 

A week after the albums released, 
according to Nielsen SoundScan fig-
ures, Kanye’s album beat 50 Cent’s, 
selling a total of 957,000 albums 
as opposed to 50 Cent’s 691,000. 
However, this is the first real time 
that Kanye West has ever beaten out 
50 Cent in album sales.

 In fact, both of 50 Cent’s previ-
ous albums, Get Rich or Die Tryin’ 
and The Massacre dominated record 
sales of Kanye’s previous albums, 
The College Drop Out and Late 
Registration. Get Rich or Die Tryin’ 
(50’s first album) sold 872,000 copies 
in it’s first week back in 2003 as op-
posed to The College Drop Out’s 
(Kanye’s first album), which hap-
pened to had the lowest sales of any 
2004 Grammy Album of the Year 
nominees. An even bigger figure 
for 50 Cent’s second album, The 
Massacre, dwarfs that of Kanye’s 
second album, Late Registration. 
Selling 1.14 million copies in it’s first 
week back in 2005, The Massacre still 
holds the record for most album sales 
in it’s first week of any album ever re-
leased. However, The Massacre never 
won a single award in the music in-
dustry. 50 Cent’s reaction was, I don’t 
get trophies, I get checks. [Kanye 
West] gets the trophies…And I’ll be 
sitting here like, ‘It’s cool man. You 
get the trophies, I get the checks’.”

I’m friends with Leonardo 
DiCaprio on facebook. After receiv-
ing a request to join the group “the 
11th hour” supporting his new movie, 
I curiously accepted. I couldn’t help 
but notice that Leo has his own of-
ficial facebook website, and that he 
was readily accepting friend requests. 
I now realize I have fallen into the 
trap that many celebrities set to at-
tract an audience- launching their own 
facebook or myspace page. Viewing 
Leonardo’s official facebook web-
page makes it seem as if he is just an 
ordinary person using facebook as a 
way of showing himself to the rest 
of the world. Leonardo posts and is 
tagged in pictures, displays videos 
of his most recent activities, receives 
gifts, accepts friend requests, and re-
ceives wall posts with greetings as 
simple as “Hey! What’s going on?” 
The only difference is that his pictures 
and videos are of him filming his latest 
movie, he accepts about 20 friend re-
quests a day, and his “tagged pictures” 
are professional photographs taken 
from various websites then tagged by 
his random group of fans. Judging by 
Leo’s facebook page, one would never 
guess he is actually a passionate en-
vironmental activist. Looking more 
closely, on the bottom half of his page 
under the “changes.org” application, 
Leonardo has added “Stop Global 
Warming” as a change he wants to see 
happen. In his “About me” section, 
he writes, “I am an actor and an envi-
ronmental activist” and immediately 
goes on to give information about his 
newest movie    
    “The 11th Hour” concerning critical 
environmental issues and the state of 
the earth.  After looking beyond Leo’s 
pictures and random “gifts” and wall 
posts from fans, it isn’t hard to see 
how dedicated he actually is to pro-
moting his new informative documen-
tary and more importantly, spreading 
awareness about the environmental 
crisis of our planet. “The 11th Hour” is 
produced, co-written, and narrated by 
Leonardo. It has been in theaters na-
tionwide since August 24th and is ex-
pected to make its international debut 
in late 2007. He has also recently pro-
duced two short films worth watching 
called “Global 

Warming” and “Water Planet” 
which are easily accessible through his 
website www.leonardodicaprio.com.  
In fact, Leonardo’s facebook page, 
not to mention the number of groups 
formed in honor of “the 11th Hour,” 
provides quick links to the movie’s 
official website, Leonardo Dicaprio’s 
official website, and other websites 
concerning the movie, including his 
own myspace page. Each page not only 
promotes the movie, but suggests ways 
that we can take action every day. On 
his official site, Leo addresses individ-
ual businesses such as a “restaurant” or 
“dry cleaner” and suggests ways they 
can contribute to a healthier planet. The 
words “Consume Less. Live More” 
never disappear on the “The 11th 
Hour” movie official website. 

When Leonardo DiCaprio comes 
to mind, we instantly recall images 
of his dynamic performances as an 
actor in academy award winning films 
such as “Titanic” and “The Aviator.” 
But his official site lends an entirely 
new perspective on what Leonardo 
DiCaprio is all about. His site is di-
vided in half between the “Leonardo” 
site and the “Eco-Site.” Expectedly, the 
“Leonardo” site deals with highlights 
of his acting career. The “Eco-site” 
provides surprisingly informative in-
formation regarding developments of 
global warming, such as recent stud-
ies and upcoming lectures.  So, what 
has Leonardo actually done to stop 
global warming? In a recent interview 
through www.beliefnet.com, DiCaprio 
said that although he does not have a 
compost pile or walk to work, he has 
driven a hybrid for five or six years 
and uses solar panels for energy in his 
house. “But I try to live by example 
as well,” he says, “Because not ev-
eryone can put solar panels on their 
house. It’s just not a reality. But it is 
about just being aware of these global 
forces that are out there.”  According 
to Leonardo’s official facebook site, 
“Stop Global Warming” is a “Change 
Leonardo Wants,” and clearly he is 
doing everything he can on the inter-
net to make this change a reality. But 
also according to facebook, he has “$0 
raised” for this cause. But just maybe, 
data posted on facebook isn’t always 
a correct indicator of someone’s true 
intentions. 

Film: 11th Hour
Lindsay Gordon
 —————————————————————————————
Co-Editor In Chief

Instead of ordering her own 
meal, Kate Winslet was picking 
French fries off of her children’s 
plate, says an onlooker at the River 
Cat Grill in Rowayton. Darien got 
its own taste of Hollywood when 
Winslet and director husband Sam 
Mendes set up shop in Darien to film 
Revolutionary Road. Kate’s former 
Titanic costar, Leonardo DiCaprio is 
also starring in the flick.  

Kate and her family lived in a $5-
plus million home on Winding Lane 
in the private Tokeneke Association 
neighborhood.  Despite the hefty 
price tag, the house was not a gargan-
tuan estate. The residence was an av-
erage white colonial house at the end 
of the cul-de-sac, which gave them 
the privacy that they wanted.  They 
were lucky and got neighbors who let 
them be the Winslets.  The residents 
of this private community did not 
invade the space of the paparazzi-shy 
British Winslet and Mendes. Kelly 
Large, a Winding Lane resident, said, 
“I saw Kate and her husband walking 
and she was wearing a big floppy hat, 
which she had previously purchased 
at the J.Crew in New Canaan, because 
she was trying to keep a low profile 
around the neighborhood.”  

The Winslet children were often 
seen playing in the luxurious back-
yard of 19 ? Winding Lane accompa-
nied by their nanny.  Kate and hubby 
also had lavish dinner parties on the 
back porch with their friends and co-
workers/stars.  Sometimes if people 
were driving down Winding Lane the 
Winslet family could be seen eating 
dinner in the dining room.  

The only real interaction the 
Winslet family had with the neighbor-
hood was when the occasional neigh-
bor would drop by with a housewarm-
ing gift like brownies, cakes, etc when 
they first moved in the end of June/
beginning of July.  One thing Kate 
did have trouble adjusting to was the 
use of her backyard as a shortcut into 
town. Winslet called her real estate 
broker to complain and the matter 

Star Sightings
Hollywood Celebs Spend Summer in Darien

was ultimately sorted out.
  DiCaprio was also busy out and 

about in town filming Revolutionary 
Road. Most of the filming in Darien 
took place in the Raymond Street/
Red Rose Circle area.  Every once 
and a while if people were lucky and 
drove by while the movie was being 
filmed, they could catch a glimpse of 
the filming in action.  “I was driving 
by on Raymond Street and we had to 
stop for about 15 minutes while they 
were filming on the left side of the 
house and then I saw Leonardo come 
outside to the front and sit in one of 
the director’s chairs,” says junior 
Charlotte Myers.  

Police barricade tape was put 
up to contain the fans clamoring to 
get pictures and autographs.  The 
first week of filming was definitely 
the busiest according to Raymond 
Street resident Brittany Christopher 
who was able to snag a couple of 
photos herself.  The food truck was 
set up outside of the Raymond Street 
house, but Leo and Kate had their per-
sonal assistants get the food for them 
instead of making an appearance.  
During the time when Leonardo was 
not filming “he seemed very relaxed 
and would just lounge in his chair or 
be on his blackberry,” according to 
Brittany Christopher.  Filming for 
Revolutionary Road wrapped up in 
the middle of August and the stars 
made their move out of town.

 Other star sightings during the 
summer include Robin Williams 
buying items from the Rainbow 
Shoppe and Matthew Perry dining 
at the Sugar Bowl Luncheonette.  
“It was a quiet morning at the Sugar 
Bowl and I was sitting outside with 
a friend and then we looked over 
and saw Matthew Perry standing 
at the door talking with someone,” 
says junior Grace Doering.  Luckily 
Matthew Perry got his privacy and 
people let him eat in peace.

 So, don’t be surprised if you 
bump into a bit of Hollywood royalty 
in Darien as the area becomes an ever 
more popular destination for movie 
locations. Just remember not to walk 
through their backyard!

Courtney Whiting
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

Roving Reporter - Favorite Darien Deli?

“Mama’s, because Teddy Malley 
likes it.”
 - Jake Maguire, Junior

Neirad took a behind-the scenes look at one of the most controversial issues among DHS students: Mama’s, Uncle’s, Vavalas, 
Subway, Taste of Italy....which Darien deli reigns supreme?

“Vavala’s because Tony is the best!”
 
 - Katie Shannon, Senior

“Uncles, for their chicken cutlet.”

 - Harry Poth, Junior

“Vavala’s, they have the best BLT.”

 - Lisa Randall, Freshman

“Vavala’s has really good omelets.”

 - Liz Calby, Sophomore

“Vavala’s. They have good food.”

 - Emily Burke, Freshman

“Mama’s. The chicken parm is to die 
for and my brother says to eat it.”
 - Andrew Bay, Junior

“Uncle’s has the finest roast beef in 
Darien.”
 - Gordon Hough, Senior
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Staff Writer

In 2003, California alt-rock 
band Switchfoot made their way into 
the hearts of 12-year-old girls across 
America with their major label debut 
The Beautiful Letdown.  In 2005, the 
band returned to mainstream radio 
with another chart topping album, 
Nothing is Sound, establishing them-
selves as one of the biggest alternative 
bands in the country. 

 Switchfoot’s latest album Oh! 
Gravity finds the band taking their 
sound in a lighter, even more radio-
friendly direction. While their past 
albums featured epic ballads and 
spacey anthems, Oh! Gravity favors 
a new pop punk sound, similar to the 
sound that dominated the charts in the 
late 90’s.  

When a band releases one or two 
largely successful albums, there are 
two paths that they can take. The first, 
more traditional path is for the band 
to “mature” and to release an album 
that alienates their fans. The second 
path, which Switchfoot chose for this 
album, is to strip down the sound, 
show how “fun” they can be, and 
“keep it real”. Everything down to the 
hand drawn artwork screams, “Look! 
We still know how to have fun!”  

 With its sloppy piano and driv-
ing drums, lead single “Oh! Gravity” 
instantly reveals that this is a new 
band. While past singles, “Dare You 
to Move” and “We Are One Tonight” 
favored strummed guitars and sing 
along choruses, “Oh! Gravity” sees 
the band whipping out their distor-
tion pedals and doing their best to get 
people on the dance floor. 

 Lyrically, this album doesn’t 
vary tremendously from their past ef-
forts. On “Awakening”, lead singer 
Jon Foreman optimistically sings 
“Here we are now with the falling sky 

and the rain, we’re awakening.” This 
song gives a generic, hopeful message 
that has led the band to success in the 
past. The verses of “Awakening” fea-
ture Foreman singing “Face down with 
the LA curbside endings, with the ones 
and zeros, downtown was the perfect 
place to hide” and you almost wish 
that he would carry over this detail 
into the chorus, instead of sacrificing 
lyrical integrity for a memorable hook. 
Switchfoot are known as a Christian 
band, but Foreman succeeds in send-
ing a positive message while avoid-
ing coming across as preachy.  On 
“American Dream”, Switchfoot try 
their hand at politically charged rock, 
but with such a poppy chorus, their po-

Switching Off Switchfoot 
Oh! Gravity! - Album Reviewed

  Christmas break is approaching, 
and the seven mighty continents sit-
ting astride the globe are competing 
for your tourist dollars. Rather than 
risk blessing an unworthy land with 
the presence of our valued readers, 
Neirad has taken an in-depth look at 
the rest of the world as it pertains to 
you: vacation. 

  For the culturally pretentious, 
naïvely liberal, and very sleepy, 
Europe may be the perfect destination. 
From the frozen fjords of Norway to 
the landmines of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Europe offers a bountiful harvest for 
the adventurous DHS vacationer. 
Rather than patronize tried-and-true 
vacation favorites like France (they 
hate America anyway), try adding 
spice to your European vacation by 
visiting an ex-Soviet bloc splinter re-
public. The Republic of Albania cur-
rently offers several attractive vacation 
options.  For example, the Sheraton 
Tirana will provide Eastern luxury 
for those wishing to remain under the 
American corporate umbrella for just 
$187 a night. Plus, the hotel is “near 
embassies” and “combines comfort 
and style.” A rare find for any former 
People’s Republic! 

 For those who would like to 
appear humanitarian and “earthy” de-
spite having no real desire to leave the 
resort, Africa may be the ideal locale. 
Despite the presence of Ebola filovir-
idae and potentially vacation-ruining 
poverty, Africa has tons of monkeys 
and many colonial-era holdover hot-
spots for rich Caucasian people. For 
five-star African luxury, try Zambia’s 
five-star Royal Livingstone Hotel. Not 
only do the hotel staff dress in late 
19th century safari garb, but monkeys, 

zebras and giraffes roam the hotel 
grounds. The inner imperialist in any 
DHS student will be satisfied. As an 
added plus, freshmen will enjoy the 
“daily fun and games” offered at the 
Happy Hippo Club!

 Asia is another popular desti-
nation for intrepid travelers. Nations 
like China, Thailand, Japan and India 
receive enormous tourist attention 
for their delicious cuisine, rich his-
tory and vibrant culture. South Asia, 
East Asia and Southeast Asia appear 
to get all the attention in these depart-
ments, but what about Central Asia? 
Say “chenkuye” to the best kept secret 
in the tourism industry! Gaze at the 
sunny plains of Tashkent, Uzbekistan 
at the four-star Dedeman Silk Road 
Tashkent Hotel! Look at personality-
cult statues of former Turkmen dictator 
Saparmyrat Nyazov at the Independent 
Hotel Ashgabat! Borat fans may prefer 
to stay in Kazakhstan, where luxuri-
ous lodgings can be had at the five-
star Intercontinental Almaty Hotel for 
around $500 per night. 

 If you have no fear of political 
upheaval, peasant riots, and all-pow-

The World is Fighting for YOU

Which Global Destination 
Deserves your Presence Most? 

Battle of the Tourist Destinations 

Patrick Smith
 —————————————————————————————
Staff Writer

litical message gets lost and they come 
across as a weak version of Green Day 
with much less bite. 

 “Dirty Second Hands” and 
“Circles” are the heavier songs on the 
album, with “Dirty Second Hands” 
being the most experimental song on 
the album, but “Circles” coming off 
as a cheesy Creed-Nickelback hybrid. 
Switchfoot’s most successful on this 
album are when they stick to their guns 
and play their straightforward optimis-
tic rock. 

Oh! Gravity has its fair share 
of hooks, but there’s more to music 
than just that, and you’d think 
Switchfoot would know this by their 
6th studio album. Switchfoot attempt 

to create some sort of atmosphere on 
“Awakening” but after 10 seconds 
screeching distorted guitars over-
whelm any Jon Foreman’s ambient 
vocals. 

Almost all songs follow the same 
song structure, with verses that lead 
toward a triumph, soaring chorus that 
is sure to stick itself in your head. 
Switchfoot deliver an album that is 
appealing on the first listen, but offers 
little on subsequent listens due to that 
each song offers a catchy melody, 
but not much else. If Switchfoot took 
the time to develop songs that of-
fered slightly more, the result could 
be a tremendous album, but instead 

Switchfoot Questions Newton’s Law of Universal Gravitation with Album Oh! Gravity!

Another Round of Smoothies 

If you’ve driven down Post Road 
lately, you may have seen a big, orange 
sign: “Blending Soon!”  DHS students 
better get pumped, because Robeks 
juice bar is opening up within the 
next few weeks.  Soon, Darien High 
will be just five minutes away from 
a wide array of healthy juices and 
smoothies.

 For students who love to leave 
the house a bit early in the morning 
to grab a Starbucks to pump them up 
for early morning classes, Robeks has 
something different to offer.  Each tall 
Starbucks Frappucino comes with ap-
proximately 208 calories.  The same 
sized fruit smoothie from Robeks 
may be a much better option.  For 
175 calories, you can get a Bonzai 
Blueberry smoothie, made of fresh 
squeezed juices and non-fat yogurt, 
or a Raspberry Romance smoothie at 
just 172 calories.  These smoothies are 
meant to be as filling as a light meal, 
which makes them the perfect break-
fast or snack.  By using fresh fruits 
and vegetables, these drinks could 
help push you towards a healthier life-
style.

 Weston High School students 
often frequent the Robeks open in 
Westport.  “Our school has an open 
campus, so my friends and I go to 
Robeks during the day,” says a Weston 
High student Jackie Roth. “Robeks is 
much more appealing to me than other 
snacks that are not as healthy, because 
I am putting energy into my body.  The 
drinks also fill you up, acting as food.”  
While DHS may not have an open 
campus, there are still good times to 
grab a smoothie.

      Other Robeks in Connecticut 
have a very interesting look and set-

Keeping it Real at Robeks 
up.  As soon as you walk in, you may 
notice the fresh fruits and power shots 
decorating the area.  “The design is 
nice,” says Emma Lander of Weston 
High, “it’s very modern looking with 
bright colors and clean lines.”  The one 
bad note received from both Lander 
and Roth is that the seating area can 
be very noisy due to the blenders and 
crowded area.  Both suggest getting 
your drinks to go. 

Another great thing many cus-
tomers enjoy at Robeks is the variety 
of energizing drinks.  The menu in-
cludes a selection of Power Smoothies, 
specifying how much protein and 
energy each one contains.  The av-
erage price for one of these junior-
sized drinks is $3.45 and a large is at 
around $5.30.  There are also nutri-
tional boosts and power shots that can 
be added to your drinks.  Nutritional 
Continued on page 6

It’s a Friday night and if asked 
where most of the teenage population 
is, I’d say they’re grabbing dinner in 
town. If there are no parties or other 
events scheduled for the weekend 
you can bet many high schoolers are 
at one of the many local restaurants. 
Panera Bread, which is located next 
to the movie theater, has the poten-
tial to be the new teen hangout spot. 
Unfortunately for Panera, it has been 
a letdown for many local diners and 
will be leaving Cosi as the popular 
spot to eat. 

Many believe the restaurant has 
not lived up to all the hype surround-
ing its opening in late July and in 
return has provided much disappoint-
ment. Some people were skeptical of 
the restaurant coming to Darien in the 
first place. Why open a restaurant that 
offers most of the same food and a sim-
ilar atmosphere as the already success-
ful Cosi, which is a popular spot for 
many high school students?

Putting aside the comments I 
had already heard about Panera, I en-
tered the restaurant with an open mind 
and an empty stomach. I was quickly 
greeted by a large selection of lunch 
choices. There are nine hand-tossed 
salads, a large selection of soups and 
sandwiches and seven types of pizza. I 
was drawn to the grilled chicken caesar 
salad, so I ordered it and grabbed a 
seat near the back. My salad came 
quickly enough, but upon eating it I 
realized much of it was unappetizing 
due to wilting lettuce. Pushing aside 
the non-edible lettuce I was very dis-
appointed at how little was left for me 
to safely eat.  

The next item of food I ordered 
was the Frontego Chicken sandwich 
that came with my choice of either an 
apple or potato chips. The “hot panini 
sandwich” that I ordered was, in real-
ity, a cold panini sandwich. It seemed 
that it had been microwaved at a lower 
temperature than it was supposed to be 
heated. While Cosi is also a victim of 
micro waving pre-made sandwiches 
they succeed in heating the sandwich-
es fully and giving it a better taste, 
unlike Panera.

After asking students to compare 
Panera Bread to Cosi most of them 
agreed that Cosi was the better spot to 
eat. “Cosi just has better food; the food 
at Panera is okay but it’s nothing spe-
cial,” said Meghan Vitti, a junior. “The 
only reason I’d go to Panera was to 
get a bread bowl, but if I wasn’t in the 
mood for soup then I’d just eat some-
where else,” reported Christy Lattimer. 
Jessica Farrell, agreed saying, “When I 
think of Panera I think of bread bowls 
and nothing else.” 

The one perk that Panera has 
that most other restaurants are lack-
ing is the outdoor seating. Panera is 
one of very few restaurants in town 
that provide outdoor seating. Other 
such restaurants include Back Street, 
Pizza Pasta Brew, and Uncle’s Deli, if 
you count the three picnic tables out 
on the sidewalk. At Panera you can 
walk in, order your food and enjoy it 

Panera Bread

Continued on page 6
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As well as that, the 
Administration looks for 
individuals with prior secu-
rity professions when they 
are looking to hire more 
Campus Monitors. For ob-
vious reasons, this attri-
bute would greatly help the 
Monitors in their day-to-day 
duties. 

 “In the past, we have 
had incidences where the 
Campus Monitors have 
become too friendly with 
the students,” reminisces 
Principal Dan Haron, “in 
fact, a few years ago we 
had to let go of a Campus 
Monitor who was going to 
parties with some DHS stu-
dents.”

 However, despite a 
history with events such 
as that involved, the ten-
sions between the students 
and the Campus Monitors 
have always been a bit 
tight. Campus Monitors, or 
“Narcs” as they have been 
termed, have always been 
viewed as being “on the 
student’s case” historically. 
Many students view this en-
croachment upon their daily 
activities as slightly over-
bearing. 

 “Whenever I pass a 
Narc as I am traveling be-
tween classes, I feel that 
my friends and I shouldn’t 
talk too loudly,” says Junior 
Samantha Choos, “Who 
knows what they could use 
against us?”

 As Campus Monitor 
Richard Butler walks with 
the late-senior down through 

Depot
Continued from page 3

Kanye
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Continents
Continued from page 5
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features of the Cleveland 
Indians and the aforemen-
tioned rival of the Red Sox, 
the New York Yankees.  
Cleveland has two studs 
in the starting rotation 
(C.C. Sabathia and Fausto 
Carmona) and a rising star in 
outfielder Grady Sizemore.  
The Yankees, despite a tu-
multuous season, have been 
a thorn in the Indians’ back-
side, beating them in all six 
games that the two teams 
played each other in this 
year.  They are arguably 
the hottest team in baseball 
since the All-Star break, 
thanks to a monster season 
from AL MVP lock Alex “A-
Rod” Rodriguez.  Rodriguez 
has been known for his 
sub-par performances in 
recent postseasons, and the 
Yankees will need him to 
come up big for them if they 
want to advance out of the 
first round this year.  They 
also need some solid pitch-
ing from Chien-Ming Wang, 
Andy Pettitte, rookie sen-
sation Joba Chamberlain, 
and the always dominant 
Mariano Rivera.  If the pitch-
ing gives them even OK 
performances, the Yankees 
All-Star loaded lineup, in-
cluding shortstop Derek 
Jeter, catcher Jorge Posada, 
2nd Baseman Robinson 
Cano, and outfielders Hideki 
Matsui and Bobby Abreu, 
will solidify another long 
postseason run for the Bronx 
Bombers.  Though nothing is 
set in stone, yet, this October 
looks to guarantee plenty of 
surprises and excitement to 
baseball fans everywhere.

On the statement about 
doing other substances, 
Principal Haron notes, “I 
did think that this might be a 
possibility and made sure to 
ask principals in neighbor-
ing schools who have im-
plemented a similar policy 
if they had found this to be 
the case. Luckily they told 
me they did not. Having 
said that, the DHS admin-
istration is aware that this 
is a possibility nonetheless, 
and will therefore be more 
vigilant in observing stu-
dent behavior and appear-
ance that might indicate a 
problem.”

The future of Darien 
High School can only show 
us if this will continue to 
be an issue. Breathalyzing 
at homecoming has proven 
that we can follow the rules 
if we are obliged to. Only 
time will tell if this will 
lead to exceeding issues 
concerning other substanc-
es. It’s all up to the student 
body of Darien High how 
they want to handle going 
to school events.

Learning
Continued from page 3

 These health inspec-
tions also work the other 
way. They can show you 
which eatery is the safest to 
eat at in town. The establish-
ment that received the high-
est score was Aux Delice. 
Aux Delice received a score 
of a 97. The only two things 
that Aux Delice was cited 
for was not having a writ-
ten documentation of their 
training program, and not 
having wiping cloths kept 
in sanitizer while they aren’t 
being used.

of students don’t know 
that they can ask for writing 
help from the teacher moni-
toring the room, even if the 
person’s not your English 
or History teacher, but you 
can.”  

One notable exception 
to the trend is the Math 
Learning Connection Room. 
There, on any given day, 
nearly 20 students and a 
handful of teachers con-
verge to discuss home-
work problems and low test 
grades. The room is a great 
example of how all Learning 
Connection rooms are sup-
posed to be used.

Well before the first 
bell rings in the morning, 
students congregate in the 
room and teachers hustle in 
a few minutes later, laden 
down with corrected home-
work, pop quizzes, and cups 
of coffee. The students pick 
a teacher, preferably the one 
they have class with, and the 
before-school study session 
begins.

Unlike the bustling 
Math Center, the History 
and Language Arts Center 
remain deserted. Recently, 
Mrs. Rubin flipped through 
the visitor sign-in book to 
give an idea of how many 
students had been using the 
room. The mostly empty 
spaces spoke for themselves. 
“I’m afraid if we don’t start using 
the room, we may lose it,” she said.

cited at the fact that the 
class is available and so 
many students have shown 
enthusiasm for the Mandarin 
language. “Seeing it happen 
is a real joy, but we have 
to be careful not to go too 
fast. As the ancient Chinese 
proverb says, ‘the longest 
journey begins with the first 
step.’”

Righteous Kill is an 
“epic” drama that features 
Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, 
Donnie Wahlberg, and 50 
Cent. In this much antici-
pated thriller, Al Pacino and 
Robert De Niro play the 
roles of two New York City 
police detectives who are 
trying to track down a serial 
killer who has committed a 
recent string of crimes in 
the Big Apple. The cast of 
the film was seen shooting 
scenes at the Norwalk police 
station in mid September.

As for Old Dogs, John 
Travolta and wife Kelly 
Preston star opposite fun-
nyman Robin Williams 
in this upcoming Disney 
comedy that is currently 
being filmed two towns over 
in Greenwich. Williams 
and Travolta play two busi-
nessman whose lives are 
flipped upside down when 
Travolta’s character dis-
covers that he is the father 
of two twin girls. Travolta’s 
seven year old daughter 
Ella will be making her big-
screen debut in the film. 

Like so many other stars, 
Robin Williams was spot-
ted around various places 
in Fairfield County. The 
comedian stopped in at 
Darien’s Rainbow Shoppe 
in mid September and was 
seen dining at Mediterraneo 
Ristorante on Greenwich 
Avenue.

So the next time you’re 
running errands around 
town, open your eyes and 
take a look around. With so 
many movies being filmed 
in the area, you never know 
who you might just see.

committed slackers and 
even some team members, 
are said to have stumbled in 
drunk. Food was thick in hair 
and streams of milk dribbled 
from chins as contestants 
chugged to victory in this 
contest of team spirit. The 
cheerleaders were the only 
ones that stayed after to clean 
up the food pasted on the 
walls and tables and only at 
the request of Emily Deleo, a 
regular Depot member.

Tim Cooke, another 
Depot coordinator, talked 
about the possible truth 
behind the rumors of stu-
dents getting drunk: “It 
doesn’t happen as much as 
people think it happens. Now 
things happen everywhere 
and every place.” He contin-
ued saying: “Janice and I are 
like hawks. We’re not perfect 
either, but I would say were 
darn good.” 

Police officer Sergeant 
Winn attends about six Depot 
events each year. Of those six 
events, Winn estimates he has 
caught students drunk about 
three times. A flaw within 
the supervising system is that 
students who have only had 
a couple drinks are hard to 
spot, so they are often able 
to get in. Cody Coughlin, a 
senior who goes to the Depot 
frequently, stated that “usu-
ally the kids that come (reg-
ularly) are the ones that get 
ticked off about the other 
kids that don’t come here that 
get drunk.” 

Regulars follow the rules 
because they do not want to 
be banned. For Depot regu-
lars, that is a risk they do not 
want to take. A freshman of 
the Depot stated: “If some-
body gets caught you get 
banned-it’s not worth it.” For 
that sip of beer, it’s not worth 
the price of being banned.  

 The Depot is a home and 
those who come in drunk 
are merely intruders. When 
looking at the rumors of the 
Depot, students fail to see the 
volunteer opportunites avail-
able. Those kids that come 
daily are lumped into a sim-
plistic cliché. When talking 
to these students, they are 
so much more than the ste-
reotyped image. They are a 
family. They tease each other 
just as brothers and sisters. 
Teens laugh with each other 
just like friends should. The 

South America might 
be a good vacation choice. 
Sometimes sunbathing and 
sipping pina coladas can get 
tiresome and boring – why 
not enjoy a brisk, lively run 
from youth gangs and drug 
cartels in Bogota, Colombia? 
The four-star Hotel Casa 
Medina is a mere 16 miles 
from the airport, a hotspot 
for kidnappings and hijack-
ings. If you feel more at 
home among smelly social-
ists than cocaine kingpins, 
why not visit Hugo Chavez 
in Venezuela, comrade? 
The Gran Melia Caracas 
is the premier hotel in the 
Venezuelan capital, offer-
ing five-star service and a 
fantastic Mediterranean res-
taurant. 

  Home is where the heart 
is, and DHS students with 
the proper amount of BWP 
might wish to stay right here 
in Darien. Why not support 
our local Howard Johnson’s 
right off Exit 11? The chip-
ping paint and perpetually 
empty parking lot indicate 
that they need our help more 
than ever.  Better yet, call up 
a friend and inform them that 
your family will be sleeping 
over at their house for vaca-

boosts  include:  the 
Cardiobek for cardiovascu-
lar support, Whey Protein for 
high-performance, Trimbek 
to increase metabolism and 
burn fat, Powerbek for natu-
ral energy, Creatine to opti-
mize workout performance, 
Intellibek to aid memory 
and concentration, and many 
more.  Before DHS athletes 
head off to a practice or 
game, they may want to run 
by Robeks and grab one of 
these energizing smoothies.  

 Juices and smoothies 
are not all that Robeks sells.  
The area of healthy eats in-
cludes sandwiches, wraps, 
and salads.  Another option 
is Robeks’ gourmet pretzels, 
stuffed with natural fillings 
to provide a unique and de-
lectable snack.  They are 
low in fat and salt, but high 
in taste.  Power muffins and 
power cookies are a perfect 
quick energy boost.  

 When walking around 
Darien, you may not find 
many places that have as 
much to offer as Robeks.  
Drinks have been pretty 
much limited to coffee and 
milkshakes, until now.  In 
a short amount of time, 
Darienites will be able to 
walk into this juice bar 
and choose from a variety 
of healthy and energizing 
drinks and foods.  It is about 
time that Darien mixed up 
the beverage scene.

give me a problem 
because I’ve worked 
myself into a space where 
I’ve become the favorite. 
Everybody roots [for] the 
underdog when he goes 
against the favorite.”

 Several  di fferent 
members of the hip-hop 
community have spoken 
about the matter of 50 
Cent verses Kanye West. 
At the MTV Video Music 
Awards,  Timbaland, 
another big hip-hop 
artist, said, “It’s the best 
thing ever. I think [hip-
hop artists] should do 
that more often ‘cause 
that makes us go out and 
buy records. It ‘aint about 
who’s sellin’ more, it’s 
just good for the indust-
ry.”

 The simultaneous 
release has done won-
ders for the declining 
hip-hop industry. The 
two albums have sprung 
a little bit of life back into 
hip-hop albums sales 
that are, according to the 
LA Times, trailing the 
sales of 2006 albums by 
17%. 

 “I love what’s hap-
pening,” says hip-hop 
artist NAS, and many 
other hip-hop artists 
would agree with him. 
The battle between 50 
Cent and Kanye West 
has drawn enormous 
attention to the hip-hop 
world and caused people 
to actually get up and 
go buy albums that they 
like. 

 As far as 50 Cent’s 
retirement goes, the artist 
has not yet commented 
on what he is going to do. 
However, on the Howard 
Stern Show, 50 did admit 
that the statement made 
about retirement was to 
help “hype the situation”.

the B-Wing, there appears 
to be an interchange of af-
fability between the two of 
them. There appears to be 
an interchange of friend-
ly jokes and thoughts that 
one would not expect to 
find amongst the law and 
the lawbreaker. However, 
perhaps this is a look at the 
true nature of the student’s 
relationship to the Campus 
Monitors. 

tion. Sometimes, the most 
interesting and unique expe-
riences of all are lying right 
under our noses! 

  

Depot is much more than its 
collective image of smok-
ers on basketball courts: the 
Depot is a place for every-
one.
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Field Hockey, as a sport, is “a 
lot harder than it looks,” says Carly 
Dudzik, a senior quad-catpain along 
with Caroline Frelinghuysen, Lee 
Sheldon, and Kelsey Flowers for 
the Blue Wave varsity team.  Howe 
er this year, the team is more pre-
pared than ever before.  In differn-
ece to other years, field hockey team 
has hired Sarah Schultz, an Olympic 
Trainer who helped them through-
out the summer.  Along with differ-
ent summer camps that improved 
the girls’ skills, Schultz held team 
yoga sessions and helped them with 
core strengthening.  All of this has 
prepared the girls for an incredible 
season.

This year, the varsity team con-
sists of 17 girls which is a smaller 
group compared to past rosters.  This 
way there is space to pull up players 
who prove themselves on the JV team 
throughout the season.

Only one freshman, Ellie 
Riegel, made the Varsity roster this 
year.  Riegel is a talented new player 

who plays left back in the team’s start-
ing line up.  “She’s one of the best 
freshmen we’ve seen in a while,” says 
Frelinghuysen.

Amiee Rich, a sophomore, has 
the important postion of the team’s 
goalie.  She started for the Varsity last 
year as a freshman, and continues to 
improve throughout the season.

New Canaan is the town to 
beat, and our neighbors to the north 
don’t have a shabby team this year. 
However, the toughest teams to beat 
this year in Fairfield County are 
Greenwich and Wilton. The team’s 
goal is to win FCIAS and States, 
both of which are in the beginning of 
November.  “Hopefully we will do 
really well this year because we only 
lost two starting positions [from last 
year],” says Flowers.

One of the best parts of the 
team is the chemistry between all of 
the girls on the team.  Good chemis-
try not only helps during games, but 
also makes difficult practices and ac-
tivities more enjoyable.  “Everyone 
loves everyone,” Dudzik says and 
Frelinghuysen fully agrees with her.  

Frelinghuysen added, “There’s no 
drama or separation between the 
older and younger players.We all get 
along great.” 

They’re coached by Mo Minicus, 
who lives here in Darien.  “We love 
her,” the captains said simultaneous-
ly.  Although she is a tough coach, 

she truly cares about each of the girls 
and the team as a whole.  “She knows 
when to push us and when to have 
fun,” says Dudzik.  During practice 
she’ll run with the girls as if she were 
a player, showing her effort to connect 
with the team as well as her passion 
for coaching the sport.  “She has made 

Kevin Joy stiff-arms a Wilton defender during the Homecoming Game

Varsity Field Hockey Looks Forward To a 
Commanding 2007 Season

The Field Hockey Seniors at the Homecoming Pep Rally

us stronger, mentally and physically” 
says Flowers.

Before the season officially 
began, the team did fun activities 
throughout the summer that improved 
skills and brought the girls closer to-
gether.  Most of the girls went on an 
overnight camp that brought them 
back to the vigorous reality of start-
ing to get in shape for the field hockey 
season.  If you weren’t able to make it 
to the camp, Minicus made a detailed 
schedule of what the players should be 
doing each day of summer in order to 
get into shape.

In season, the team has been 
working extremely hard.    One of the 
more dreaded exercises that the team 
uses is called “The Tube.”  “It’s ba-
sically like you’re vacuuming while 
you sprint,” said Sheldon.  The main 
purpose of this exercise is to improve 
fitness because the drill basically con-
sists of running with your field hockey 
stick in hand along the sideline.

The team this year holds excel-
lent promises and their goal to win 
both FCIAS and states this year are 
close in reach.

Wilton Sneaks By Wave
Joy’s Touchdown and Terrific Defense isn’t Enough 
as Football Team Drops Homecoming Game, 13-7

With the mad  dash to the play-
offs finally over, it’s time for October 
baseball.  Even though the playoffs 
are what every team aspires to get to, 
there are some teams, most notably 
the Philadelphia Phillies and Colorado 
Rockies, who don’t want September 
to end.  The Rockies, led by outfielder 
Matt Holliday and 1st Baseman Todd 
Helton, ended their season by winning 
thirteen of their last fourteen games.  
They then beat Cy Young award hope-
ful Jake Peavy and baseball’s all-time 
saves leader Trevor Hoffman and the 
San Diego Padres in an exhilarating 
one game playoff, which some are 
already calling one of the greatest 
games of all time, for the Wild Card 
spot of the National League.  

The Phillies on the other hand 
pulled off one of the more impres-
sive comebacks in baseball history 
by rallying back from a seven game 
deficit with seventeen games left 
to play to finish ahead of the New 
York Mets in the National League 
East.  Starting pitcher Cole Hamels, 
slugging 1st Baseman Ryan Howard, 
and Jimmy Rollins, who is a favor-
ite to win the National League MVP 
Award, helped lead the Fightin’ Phils 
past their division rivals.  The Rockies 
and Phillies play each other in the 
Division Series.  

The other series in the National 
League, the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
who feature the scrappy Eric Byrnes 
and another Cy Young candidate 
Brandon Webb, return to the playoffs 
with a young team that’s poised for a 
long run in the National League with 
no team head and shoulders above 
the rest.  

In the first round, they’ll have to 
face the lovable losers, the Chicago 

Cubs.  The Cubbies haven’t won a 
World Series since 1908, almost a 
century ago.  This year, the Cubs 
have Alfonso Soriano, Derrek Lee, 
and Aramis Ramirez as their big bats 
in their lineup, “Sweet Lou” Piniella 
as their manager, and a solid pitch-
ing staff led by Carlos Zambrano.  
Though it might seem odd to say 
this, as no one has said this seri-
ously in an extremely long time, the 
Cubs could be on the fast track to 
represent the National League in the 
World Series.

The American League also 
doesn’t have a team that looks poised 
to go all the way; they have four.  The 
Boston Red Sox, despite the misera-
ble acquisitions of relief pitcher Eric 
Gagne, shortstop Julio Lugo, and out-
fielder J.D. Drew, still have designat-
ed hitter David “Big Papi” Ortiz and 
left fielder Manny Ramirez anchoring 
their lineup.  Josh Beckett won twenty 
games this year, and despite his woes 
in September, Jonathon Papelbon is 
one of the best closers in baseball.  

The Sox, who almost squan-
dered a 14-½ game lead to their 
hated rival (we’ll get to them later), 
are stumbling into the playoffs after 
a relatively poor second half of the 
season.  The good news for Boston 
is that their first round opponent, the 
Anaheim Angels, are also limping to 
the playoffs.  Star outfielders Gary 
Matthews Jr. and Vladimir Guerrero 
are battling injuries, and the Angels, 
who already lack good hitters in their 
lineup, will need those two to get 
well soon if the Angels want to get 
out of the first round.  They’ll also 
need some spectacular performances 
from starters John Lackey, Kelvim 
Escobar, and Jered Weaver, too.

The other series in the AL

Senior Captains Aim for FCIAC and State Championships

 The Blue Wave foot-
ball team already misses their 
Homecoming game against push-
overs like Fairfield Ludlowe.  Just 
one year after a 33-0 romp for last 
year’s Homecoming game, a gor-
geous , cloudless Saturday during 
Homecoming week saw the unde-
feated Wilton Warriors play spoiler 
by beating the Blue Wave 13-7.  

Wilton’s sophomore cornerback 
Jared Wyman’s 90 yard interception 
return off of a pass from Junior quar-
terback Matt Wheelock that was in-
tended for Senior Kevin Joy with 
4:23 left in the third quarter proved to 
be the winning touchdown for Wilton.  
With the loss, Darien dropped to 1-2 
for the season, a far cry from the 4-0 
start they had last season.

The Blue Wave got on the board 
with their only touchdown in the 
first half with a ten yard pass from 
Wheelock to Joy.  Wilton’s defense, 
though, held the Warriors in the game.  
They didn’t let up on the Blue Wave, 
who had numerous scoring opportu-
nities in the first half, but couldn’t 
convert them.  

Junior running back Nikki 
Dysenchuk was stopped inches from 
the goal line on a 4th and goal opportu-
nity from the two yards out.  After Joy 
returned a punt to Wilton’s ten-yard 
line, Wilton stopped the Blue Wave 
offense, and Josh Davis’s 33-yard 
field goal attempt sailed wide right.

The Darien defense, led by 
senior captains Brendan Ross and 
Mike Ryan, over-powered Wilton’s 
offense for virtually the entire game.  
Wilton spent most of the first half on 
their side of the fifty, and they had a 
miniscule total of 16 total yards of-
fensively for the entire first half.  The 

Blue Wave got some big plays with 
Ross’ interception and Ryan’s fumble 
recovery.  The only offensive score for 
Wilton was a 31-yard touchdown pass 
from Wyman to Kyle Sullivan.  

The second half was more trying 
for the Blue Wave, as Darien had three 
turnovers in the first thirteen minutes 
of the half.  The opening kickoff was 
fumbled, and recovered by Wilton.  
That led to Wyman’s touchdown pass 
to Sullivan.  Wilton then missed the 
extra point attempt, leaving the score 
at 7-6.  It gave Darien a slight advan-
tage for the time being.

Wyman’s devastating intercep-
tion deep in Wilton territory was the 
second turnover for Darien.  The 
extra point attempt on this touch-
down was successful, and making the 
score 13-7.  

Dave Rinaldi  intercepted 
Wheelock early in the forth quarter 
for the third and final Blue Wave turn-
over of the game. 

For the rest of the fourth quar-
ter, Wilton’s defense came up big, as 
Darien’s offense couldn’t seem to get 
anything going, dismaying the many 
Blue Wave supporters, who filled the 
stands clad in any article of clothing 
with blue and white, cheering for a 
homecoming win.

Darien’s  next  game after 
Homecoming was Friday the 6th, 
against Bassick High School at 
Kennedy Stadium in Bridgeport.  
They then play St. Joseph’s, who 
beat New Canaan earlier this year 
which ruined New Canaan’s home-
coming game, on Saturday the 13th 
Continued on page 6
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Baseball Fever
October Heats Up as the Race to 
the Playoffs Ends with a Bang
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